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CHAPTER I. 



The presence of the Marquis of Ormond, and the 
d.eparture of Rinunccini, seemed to promise union to 
tlie distracted councils of the confederate Catholics, 
"^rhey had now a leader to whom the several factions 
liad at different times tendered submission, and whom 
Wiey had previously solicited to place himself at their 
liead with almost absolute authority ; and thev were 
freed from the intrigues of the prelate, who had at 
lengfth, by his excessive arrogance, disgusted all his 
supporters. But the curse of divided councils still 
continued, or rather the evil became aggravated. 
The confederates hated and feared O'Neill, the per- 
son who alone could have met the able generals of 
the parliament, and opposed all the efforts of Or- 
mond to effect a reconciliation. With much better 
reason, they viewed with suspicion that royalist party, 
of which Inchiquin wad the head, knowing that its 
members were fully as averse to popery as the puri- 
tans, and were driven into their ranks merely by their 
indignation at the judicial murder bf the king. That 
Ormond was at this time disposed to act an honest 
part, is undeniable; but his previous conduct fur- 
nished but too good an excuse for the jealous watch- 
fulness of the commissioners of trust, though not 
for JJieir perverse folly in m)po8ing plans whose wis* 
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dom they could not controvert, almost for the sake 
of showing the lord-lieutenant that they possessed the 
power of opposition. 

The principal cause of this ruinous jealousy was 
the scandalous duplicity of the late kingt and the 
reckless profligacy of his heir. The Irish had been 
taught, by the mission of Glamorgan, that Charles 
was wiUing to grant them terms far more favourable 
thari those offered by Ormond ; they consequently 
viewed the marquis as the secret enemy of their 
cause, andi3uspected that he would labour to prevent 
them from enjoying the royal graces. Prince 
Rupert, who commanded the royal fleet on the coast* 
encouraged these opinions ; and from jealousy, or 
some worse motive, exerted himself strenuously to 
thwart the Marquis of Ormond. Had the king, as 
had been often proposed, proceeded to Ireland, and 
placed himself at the head of the confederates, these 
evils would have been alleviated, perhaps removed ; 
but Charles 11. possessed not the spirit for such an 
enterprise. He preferred the safer mode of perjury 
and insincerity; and therefore, having wasted his 
time until Ireland was lost irrecoverably, proceeded 
to Scotland, where he took the covenant. 

The prospects of the royalists at this time ^were 
very encouraging. The parliamentarians retained 
possession only of Derry and .Dublin, with some ad- 
jacent posts. Sir Chaiies Coote, the governor of 
Derry, was ready to engage with that party which 
had the fairest prospect of success ; and a great num- 
ber of the officers and soldiers in Dublin were well 
disposed to join Ormond, their ancient leader. One 
brief but vigorous effort would have saved Ireland ; 
but those who wielded the destinies of the country 
were destitute of vigour or exertion. 

The capture of Dublin would have ensured the 
royalists the quiet possession of the kingdom ; and 
this was accordingly the first enterprise they resolved 
to undertake. But such was the neglect and insin- . 
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Verity of all parties, that May had arrived before any 
active preparations were made to take the field. The 
dubsidiea promised by the council of the confederates 
:&t Kilkenny were not raised ; and thfe commissioners 
of trust showed no anxiety to provide for the wants 
of the army. ■ Qrmond remonstrated in vain against 
this neglect ; and it was late in June before that, 
iiaving borrowed some small sums on his personal 
credit, he could muster a respectable body of troops* 
Fresh mortifications met him from another quarter. 
Prince Rupert, whom he had requested to blockade 
the Bay of Dublin, while he pushed the siege by 
land, positively refused obedience, and remained with 
his fleet in one of the southern harbours. After a 
Tain display of their troops before Dublin, which 
Ormond seems to have expected would have pro- 
duced an insurrection of the royalists in the city, it 
was determined to reduce the garrisons of Drogheda 
and Dundalk, before besieging the capital; and the 
conduct of this enterprise was intrusted to Lord 
Inchiquin. Drogheda, after a brief sieffe, was taken 
by assault. Dundalk, though commanded by Monk, 
' surrendered ; and several castles which had been 
seized by O'Neill, were reduced by a body of the 
confederates under Lord Castlehaven. 

Before Ormond's army could be reassembled, the 
garrison of Dublin was reinforced by the parliament- 
ary colonels Coote and Venablea, with two thousand 
six hundred soldiers, and a large supply of provisions 
and ammunition. At the same time, news arrived 
that Cromwell, having assembled a powerful army, 
was preparing to sail over to Munster, where he 
hoped to be joined by several of the puritans. It 
was indeed well known to all the leaders, that the 
ultra-protestants in Youghal, Kinsale, and Cork, 
were secretly inclined to favour the cause of the par- 
liament ; for, ^ith them, hatred of popery was a 
much more powerful feeling than love of their 
sovereign. 
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A council of war was held on the receipt of this 
alarming intelligence ; and, after long deliberation, 
it was resolved to send Lord Incliiquin, with eleven 
hundred horse, to secure the province of Munster ! 
The impolicy of weakening an army already inade- 
quate to the operations that had been undertaken, 
and the utter absurdity of sending such a trifling 
force to secure an entire province, are sufficiently- 
obvious ; yet were the resolutions of the council not 
wholly indefensible. Inchiquin was regarded by the 
confederates with equal fear and hatred. His hands 
were red with the blood of their murdered brethren. 
His unrelenting enmity to the religion was not dis- 
guised, even while he fought in their ranks. To 
remove him, therefore, to a different sphere of ac- 
tion, was the only means by which the confederates 
believed that peace could be preserved in their camp, 
Ormond consented to the arrangement from a dif- 
ferent motive. He thought that the fanatics of 
Youghal might be kept in their loyalty, by being 
placed under a commander as bigoted ks themselves z 
and if Cromwell was excluded from the garrisoned 
towns, he trusted that the difficulties of the country, 
and an active guerilla warfare, would force him to 
return home. 

The army of the confederates still seemed suffi- 
cient for the capture of Dublin, and was successful 
in reducing' several important posts in the neigh- 
bourhood. The enemy, thus considerably straitened, 
had great difficulty in procuring forage for their 
horses, and could only use a meadow close to the 
town, which was commanded by a little village called 
Baggatrath. To secure and fortify this village ap- 
peared to the besiegers the best means of distressing 
the garrison ; and a strong detachment, under General 
Purcel, received orders to intrench themselves there 
during the night. T)iough the detachment had not 
to advance more than a mile, vet by some unac* 
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isountable misroanagenient* the gaides lost their 
i¥ay, and Purcell did not reach the gioand until it 
was almost daybreak. When Ormond came to 
view the works, he found that they had been scarcely 
begun ; and that the garrison, aware of the import- 
ance of the place, was about to make a vigorous at- 
tack on his detachment. Under these circumstances, 
the lord-lieutenant should either have withdrawn 
the troops, or brought up his whole army to cover 
his works. He did neither, but returned to his 
camp at Bathmines, and lay down to sleep ! The 
marquis had not been in bed above an hour when 
he was awakened by volleys of shot ; and before he 
could get a hundred yards from his tent, the re- 
mains of the detachment at Baggatrath were driven 
into his lines. A scene of indescribable confusion 
followed ; Inchiquin's old soldiers threw down their 
arms, refusing to fight against their puritanical 
brethren ; the greater part of the Irish cavalry gal- 
loped from the field without striking a blow ; two 
regiments alone could be formed, and they, after an 
ineficient charge, were broken. The infantry, sur- 
prised and ta^y officered, made no attempt to re- 
sist ; and the parliamentarians, to their own great 
astonishment, obtained a complete victory.. Ail the 
artillery, tents, baggage*carriages, together with the 
military chest, feU into the hands of the enemy. 
About three thousand prisoners were taken, several 
of whom were murdered in cold blood, after laying 
down their arms. The greater part of those who 

* There Is ■onie reason to beliere tbat this calamity vnn caused by 
treachery. The Dative Irish and the priesthood, with some appearanoo 
of jBBUce, dreaded Ormond as much as Cromwell ; and feared, that if 
lie became master of Dablin, he would treat them with the same in- 
justice tbat the Irish bad beibre reteiTod fhnn (he royalists, and were 
sonseqttently unwilling to see him in a position where he would be i»> 
dependent of thdr assistance. When Riely, the titular primate, was 
tried four years after this by the republicans, for burning the castle of 
Wicklow, and murdering ths garrison during a cessation of arms, he 
bad the impudence and profligany to plead, that the guides led the d«- 
taehment astray by bis directions ; and for this piece of treachery hl» 
Uto was •etna)(y<^pared, notwithstandinf ths atrocity oThia orioMa 



10 HISTORY OF mELAMP. 

had belonged to Inchiquin's army entered into the 
eenrice of the parliament. 

The blame of this calamity was thrown on the 
marqais by the confederates, and by him again on 
the Irish. It is obvious that both were guilty of 
what mu^t at least be called great errors. The de- 
lay in fortifying Baggatrath was the first cause of 
the evil ; and that certainly must be attributed to the 
negligence or treachery of some Irish leaders. But 
what are we to say of the general, who went to 
sleep at the very moment that he saw the enemy 
preparing to attack his lines 1 

The marquis, wearied out by the delays and sub- 
terfuges of the confederates, applied again to O^Neilly 
who was as anxious as himself to put an end to the 
destructive dissensions between the Irish and the 
Lords of the Pale. But while the negotiations yet 
lingered, news arrived that Cromwell had landed in 
Dublin with eight thousand foot, four thousand 
horse, two hundred thousand pounds in money, and 
a vast supply of all the munitions of war. It was 
at first intended that Ireton should have proceeded 
with a part of this force to Munster ; but the wind 
being unfavourable, the whole fleet was fprced to 
come into Dublin*; and Cromwell soon saw that it 
would be inexpedient to divide his army. 

The historians of Ireland, both Protestant and 
Catholic, have shown a wondrous unanimity in vi- 
tuperating the character of C^rorawell and his fol- 
lowers. At this very hour the heaviest execration 
which an Irish peasant can pronounce is, "The 
curse of Cromwell be upon you !" Every moulder- 
ing castle, every prostrate altar, and every desolate 
place of worship, is supposed to have been ruined by 
the protector, even in places which he never visited ; 
and on his memory is thrown the infamy of all the 
crimes which the royalists and puritans had com- 
Aiitted before he had even dreamed of coming to 
the country* This is partly owing to the artifices 
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of those who wished to persuade the Irish, in a sub- 
sequent generation, to take up anns in defence of 
^ the House of Stuart ; and still more to the conduct 
of his soldiers and their descendants, who so lonr 
swayed the destinies of Ireland. Some accoYint of 
the materials which composed the invading army is 
necessary for understanding the subsequent history 
of the island, and even its present political condition. 
Cromwell, some time before his departure for Ire* 
land, had begun to form those ambitious projects 
which he afterward carried into execution. It was 
easy to discover that the wild and visionary fanatkji, 
who had been hitherto his most strenuous supporters, 
would be found his fiercest antagonists, when they 
discovered that their favourite schemes of govern- 
ment would not be realized. The levellers, as these 
fanatics were called from their opposition to. every 
rational form of government, were intent on estal)- 
lishing a species of theocracy, which they denomi^ 
nated " the dominion of the Lord and his saints." 
They believed themselves the chosen of heaven; 
and not a few laid claim to supernatural powers. In 
some of the pamphlets and sermons published at the 
period of their highest excitement, we find them se- 
riously proposing to make the constitution of the 
Jews, previous to the election of Saul, the model 
after which the new government of England should 
be formed. Such schemes would now be received 
with laughter as general and as unextinguishable as 
that of Homer's gods ; but at the time of which we 
write, they were seriously adopted by men who in 
everyiOther respect displayed consummate wisdom 
and ability. The expedition to Ireland afforded 
Cromwell an opportunity of removing these bands 
of gloomy enthusiasts ; and the troops destined for 
the invasion consisted of the most violent and fa- 
natical part of the English army. When the bat- 
talions were assembled at Bristol, the object of the 
selection that had been made could no longer be 
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concealed ; Just indignation filled the breaetfl of the 
toilwom soldiers, and they unanimously refused to 
embark. The influence of Cromwell was necessary 
to quell this dangerous mutiny ; he came suddenly 
among them, and all their complaints were hushed 
to silence. At the same time their preachers la- 
boured strenuously to work upon their spiritual 
pride. They were compared to the Israelites pro- 
ceeding to extirpate the idolatrous inhabitants of 
Canaan ; and described as the chosen instruments 
by which Heaven was to overthrow the empire of 
Babylon, and establish in its stead the kingdom of the 
New Jerusalem. Arguments addressed to supersti- 
tion or enthusiasm have rarely failed. The level- 
lers embarked with an ardent zeal that contrasted 
strangely with their former reluctance; though 
there were, at times, some misgivings that the^ 
were to be offered up as a holocaust, before the pun- 
fication of Ireland from the abominations of popery 
could be completely effected. 

The puritanical garrison of Dublin received with 
joy men whose pious zeal far exceeded their Own ; 
and, as enthusiasm is infectious, soon learned to 
imitate their extravagances. The most remarkable 
feature in the characters of these fanatics was a fu- 
rious hatred of popery — a religion which they only 
knew by name, but which they firmly believed to 
be an abomination in the sight of heaven ; which, if 
permitted to exist, would bring down vengeance on 
the land. Their pious rage was principally directed 
s^dinst the Cross, which they unhesitatingly stigma^ 
tized as the " mark of the beast ;^' and with strange 
inconsistency, laboured to destroy every symbol of 
that from which alone they professed to expect sal- 
vation.* Memorials of this extraordinary state of 

* ▲ ^vldmsiaal instance of similar ftelings in the descendants of tbe 
Ciqinwdlians was exbibited soiqs few years agfo in the south of Ireland. 
The oonummioa-iable in the church of Toaghal stands in a reossa pio- 
jsectiur beyond the walls of the oboreh. It was rtsohred to ornaineinl 
tlis ttdss of the recess with stuoco, and with tablets containing thi 
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things may still be found in the descendants of these 
adTentnrers. The misapplication of Jewish histoiy 
to the circumstances of Christian communities, and 
a perverted ingenuity in interpreting the Apocalypset 
still characterize the successors of CroroweU^s 
puritans.* 

It is a strange instance of the vicissitudes of for- 
tune, that the soldiers sent into Ireland as victims 
eventually obtained wealth and estates, while their 
brethren, retained in England by special favour, sunk 
after the Restoration into poverty and contempt. The 
levellers established their dominion over the fairest 
parts of Ireland, and wrested from the descendants 
of the Anglo-Normans the broad lands which their 
ancestors had acquired under the Plantagenets. Few 

cneed, the commandnMnts, ico. Unfortunately, the artist employed to 
execute the work introduced two croseea as appropriate ornaments in 
the haasi reUevi arches. Had the pope couie in person to celebrate high 
mass in the church, greater indignation could not have been displayed 
by the pious Protestants ofYoughal. They averred that the image of 
Baal had been erected in the sanctuary, and threatened a thousand 
nameless desecrations unless the obnoxious emblem was removed. 
After a brief struggle between common sense and bigotr}', the crosses, 
which really looked very pretty, were effkced, and In their place two un- 
meaning lumps of plaster erected, with the words *' Holy Bible** beneath 
— an announcement as necessary as " This is a tuxwT and " This is a 
tree" in the infancy of panning. 

There were a few who defended the crosses, and they were at ODoe set 
down as Papists^ Some others laughed at the entire proceeding, and 
were of course stigmatized as infidels. 

* The fbllowing hymn, in which Babylon typifies the church of 
Rome, is fVequently sung in the public worship of some sectarians. ' 
I have been unable to discover the date or the author of the sublimo 
production. 

" In Gabriel's hand a mighty stone, 
Stands a Air type of Babylon ; 

* Prophets rejoice, and all ye saints, 
Qod shall avenge your long complaintii-' 

** He said, and dreadful as be stood, 
He lounged the millstone in the flood; 

* Thus terribly shall Babel fkll, 
And never more be found at all T '^ 

The author assures'hia readers, thai be has very fretuently beard ttala 
precious mece of noDseose sung as a hymn in several oissenting ehapeln 
m Ireland. 

Vol- II — B 
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of the estates acquired by the followers of Strongbow 
and Henry II. were preserved to their posterity; 
but the great majority of the wealthy and noble fami- 
lies now in Ireland were founded by those reterans 
whom Cromwell led into the country. 

The charge of sanguinary cruelty brought against 
the Cromwellian army, is not true to the great ex- 
tent which has been charged. Though there were 
in the armv several officers as cruel as the blood- 
thirsty Sankey, who seemed to revel in slaughter, 
there were others who possessed more humane feel- 
ings, and laboured to restrain such barbarous ex- 
cesses as breaches of quarter and murders m cold 
blood. It may also serve, in some measure, to ex- 
cuse the Cromwellians, that they firmly believed that 
the civil war was actually a contest for establishing 
popery in Ireland, and massacring all the Protestants 
and all the English. They consequently looked 
upon all papists as men beyond the pale of the law 
of nations, and not entitled to the protection afforded 
by the usages of civilized warfare. Sankey indeed 
openly avowed, that " no faith ought to be kept with 
papists ;'* and was with difficulty prevented by Ire- 
ton from acting on this detestable maxim. These 
feelings were kept alive in succeeding years by tra- 
ditionary songs, in which the hrstory of the crimes 
committed by the papists were detailed with as little 
regard to truth as poetry, but which, in an age not 
yet quite gone by, were honoured with more rever- 
ence than could be afforded to the strains of Milton 
and Shakspeare.* 

* Two brief specimens of these -will be snffieienC, as a collection of 
the Irish Jacobite Relics is about to be published by a gentleman who 
has already done much to preserve the traditionary literature of bia 
eoonbry. One comniencee with the IMIowing deieetable stanta. 

** A curse upon the papishes ! 
Because they did conspire, 
To blow up king and pariiament 
With gun and gnnpow4>re." 
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The opinions of the Cromwellians respecting the 
connexion between Ireland and England, though 
sufficiently strange and absurd, were such as were 
acted upon by the most enlightened statesmen during 
the early part of the last century. They believed 
that the pboplb of England had absolute right and 
authority over Ireland ; and consequently, that any 
resistance to whatever government had been estab- 
lished in Britain, was an act of rebellion. The Irish 
were now in arms for their king against the parlia- 
ment ; but by this curious argument it was estab- 
lished, that loyalty to the sovereign was identical 
with treason. By a similar process of reasoning, 
the forfeiture of the estates of those who supported 
their rightful monarch, James II., against the Prince 
of Orange, Was justified. But the Irish parliament 
of that day improved on the principle, and decreed 
several confiscations for acts of what they called 
treason, committed on the very day that William 
landed in Torbay. 

Tlkt rJiynMi of aaodier lore •earedy len wUmslcal. 

** In tiie nUgn vT Kinir Cbaries tbe Flng,* 
Lo(A back to tbe year forty one, 
Wben tbottMndstbat lie in tbe duat, 
Were murdered by tlie elan.* 

Tla aeTentaantb century produced one loyal ataye whieh may 
^litktlie preceding. 

** Eow de dow dow, 

The French are a-eoming i 
Loek np your doora, 
And hory your rnoMy," 
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CHAPTER II. 

T%e Cromtoellian War. 

Cromwell having waited some time in Dublin, to 
refresh his army, and to settle the civil and military 
government, then determined to besiege Drogheda, 
then called Tredagh, and advanced against the 
place at the head of ten thousand men. The town 
was garrisoned by Sir A. Aston, with two thousand 
picked soldiers and ^ regiment of horse, besides 
several volunteers. On coming before the town, 
Cromwell sent a formal simimons to the governor, 
which was peremptorily rejected, and a blockade ac- 
cordingly commenced. The besiegers were delayed 
some time by the want of artillery ; but when the 
cannon arrived from Dublin, they opened a tremen- 
dous fire from their batteries, which the walls of 
Drogheda were unable to resist. A practicable 
breach was soon effected, but the attempt at storm- 
ing was twice repulsed with great slaughter. Crom- 
well rallied his men to a third effort, and placed 
himself at their head. The resistance was vigorous ; 
but the Irish Colonel Wall being killed at the head 
of his regiment, his soldiers were so dismayed that 
they threw down their arms on the promise of quar- 
ter, and the parliamentarians forced their way into 
the town. Though quarter had been promised by 
his officers, Cromwell refused to ratify the agree- 
ment, and ordered the garrison to be put to the 
sword. The inhuman massacre was continued dur- 
ing the two following days. Thirty of the brave 
defenders of Drogheda alone survived ; and these, 
by a dubious mercy, were sold as slaves to the 
plantations. 
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The excuse for this atrocious barbarity, was the 
necessity of striking immediate terror into the Irish* 
in order to prevent them from future opposition. 
U failed, as such detestable policy always must ; and 
had Owen O'NeiU lived, the effect would have been 
the direct contrary. , 

Wearied out by the follies and jealousies of the 
confederates, who seemed determined to do nothing 
for their own preservation, and to prevent all others 
from effecting it as far as they could, Ormond hast- 
ened to conclude his treaty with 0*Neiii \ and that 
leader put his army in motion to join the royalists. 
He oraered the general who commanded his ad* 
vanced guard to avoid an engagement when there was 
not an absolute certainty of success, and to trust 
to the passes and the season, which would defeat 
Cromwell without trouble or risk. But, while the 
Ulster general was advancing with his main body to 
the south, he was attacked by a defluxion of the 
knees, a disease said to have been occasioned by a 
pair of poisoned boots prepared for him by one 
Plunket, an agent of the confederates. Notwith- 
standing his sickness, O'Neill would not allow the 
march of the army to be retarded, and was conveyed 
in a litter at the head of his men. The motion, 
however, aggravated the disease, and he died at 
Clough Outer Castle. With O'Neill perished the 
last hope of the Irish cause, for he alone would 
have been a fit match for Cromwell. His death, at 
suck a crisis, is probably the principal ground for 
the suspicion of poison. It was an event decisive 
of the fate of the kingdom. Few leaders, in an- 
cient or modem times, merit the epithet of hero 
better than Owen O'Neill. He left rank, station, 
and command abroad, to assist his countrymen la 
their struggle for their rights and properties. Ha 
vras successful in all his enterprises ; and he never 
sulli^ his laurels by treachery, cruelty, or inhuman- 
ity. His only error was that he did not treat the 

B 2 
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council of Kilkenny as Cromwell afterward did tfie 
British parliament, by dispersing at the point ol 
tl^ bayonet an imbecile assembly, whose folly and 
stubbornness was manifestly accelerating the ruin of 
the country. But O'Neill was too nobly minded 
to effect even a good purpose by criming means ; 
and his virtues served to injure the cause which he 
supported, since a reverence for good faith kept him 
from taking the only measures which would ensure 
its success. 

Cromwell had in the mean time received accurate 
information of the dissensions which distracted the 
counsels of the confederates, and hastened to reap 
the advantages of their folly. He sent Venables 
into the north to reduce the Ulster Scots, or rather, 
to support that portion of them which was inclined 
to favour his designs. He himself, with the main 
body of the arm}^ advanced along the sea-coast, 
through the county of Wicklow, attended by the fleet 
to supply his men with provisions. Before leaving 
Dublin, he issued two proclamations, which were of 
greater value than double the number of victories. 
One forbade his soldiers, under pain of death, to 
offer any injury to the peaceable inhabitants; the 
other strictly enjoined that payment should be made 
for all provisions supplied by the peasants. No 
previous invader had thought fit to conciliate the 
peasantry by promising justice and protection. The 
royalist army, especially that portion commanded by 
Inchiquin, had treated the country people with studied 
injury and insult. Even the confederates, proud 
of their Norman descent, seized the property of the 
tillers of the soil without scruple. From this time 
forward, the opinion began to gain ground that 
Cromwell was more favourably disposed towards the 
native Irish than the royalists under Ormond and 
Inchiquin, or the descendants of the original invaders 
who sat in the council. of Kilkenny. As far as 
Cromwell was personally concerned, this belief seems 
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DOt to have been grotoidless ; bat even he was not 
sufficiently powerful to check the intolerant hatred of 
popery, which, like apopularphrensy, had seized on 
the people of England ; and he continued to act un- 
justly, when an attempt to do justice would have ac- 
complished no good purpose, and might probably 
have caused his own destruction. 

The Marquis of Ormond was in the meantime 
doomed to feel the eyil effects of that want of confi- 
dence which his own insincerity had occasioned. 
The commissioners of trust watched his every mo- 
tion with galling jealousy. The cities, suspicious of 
his designs, denied admittance to his garrisons, 
though the enemy had advanced almost to their 
walls 5 and he had not the power of removing from 
the most important garrisons those governors whose 
treachery or incapacity was all but proved. Crom- 
well, too, like Philip of Macedon, had learned the 
art of ** fighting with silver spears," and found too 
many ready to sacrifice their honour and their coun- 
try for a paltry bribe. But it is ever thus in a na- 
tion divided by parties ; no man feels that universal 
love for all his countrymen which forms the very es- 
sence of patriotism ; and many even without a bribe, 
will be found ready to inflict remediless evils on their 
country and themselves, for the mere purpose of spi- 
ting their political antagonists. There are few coun- 
tries which cannot furnish examples of this criminal 
folly, but none more abundantly than Ireland. 

In the beginning of October, Cromwell, with nine 
thousand men, sat down before Wexford : he would 
not at such a season have ventured to besiege so im- 
portant a place, if he had not had some reason to de- 
pend on those within the tovra, who were disaffected 
to Ormond and the confederates. In fact, the par > 
tisans of the nuncio through the kingdom, were «♦> 
filled with hatred against the council of Kilkenny, 
that they were determined to make Cromwell the in- 
strument of their revenge, even though such conduc* 
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necessarily involved their own destruction. The | 
town was invested on both sides before the inhabit- 
ants could be persuaded to receive a royalist gar- 
rison* 

Ormond succeeded in supplying Wexford with a 
sufficient number of troops for its defence, and in- 
trusted the command of the town to Sir £. Butler» 
an officer of great merit ; but, unfortunately, he was 
too much under the control of the commissioners of 
trust to displace Strafford, the governor of the castle» 
though he had strong reason to suspect his fidelity. 
Scarcely had Cromwell opened his batteries on are- 
mote quarter of the town, when Stra£ford betrayed 
the castle to the besiegers ; and as there was no time 
to cut off the commimication, the capture of the town 
was the necessary consequence. The horrors of Drog- 
heda were renewed at Wexford. Cromwell forbade his 
soldiers to give quarter — an inhumanity the more re- 
markable, as his own men had suffered but little loss. 
The governor and some others attempted to escape 
by swimming their horses over the Slaney. A fewr 
succeeded ; the rest, among whom was Sir E. But- 
ler, were drowned. The loss of Wexford was a se- 
vere shock to Ormond ; it was totally unexpected, 
and deranged all his plans. He had calculated that 
such a siege would have delayed Cromwell's army 
for several weeks, and that in the mean time,hecould 
procure such reinforcements from Ulster and Mun- 
ster, as would make him more than a match for ^e 
parliamentaiy army, enfeebled by fatigue, and the 
diseases incident to the season. Nor was this the 
only mortification he was doomed to experience. 
He learned at the same time that Coote and Venables 
had reduced the greater part of eastern Ulster ; and 
that in the south a conspiracy had been detected for 
betraying Youghal to the parhamentarians. 

The disaffection in the southern towns was princi* 
pally owine to the contrivances of Lord Broghill,the 
fifth son of the great Earl of Cork, who inherited 931 
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his father's abilities, but a very small share of his 
inte^ty and honoarable principle. He was bora at 
bis father's seat, the college of Youghal, and edu- 
cated in the strict principles of the puritans— a col« 
ony of whom, from Bristol, had been planted in the 
town by his father. At the commencement of the 
war with the confederates, he was placed at the head 
of the troops which his father had raised among his 
o w^n tenantry ; and displayed equal abiUty and val* 
our in the field. After the peace of 1646, he with- 
drew himself from Irish affairs, being indignant at. 
the legal toleration of popery, which he believed to' 
be both dangerous and sinful. He continued how* 
ever to correspond with Ormond, whose real senti- 
ments accorded with his own-; and at his instiga- 
tion undertook a journey to Holland, in order to 
X>ersuade King Charles to come in person to Ireland. 
It was necessary for him to pass through London 
in his way ; but he had not been long in that city, 
when he was astonished by a personal visit from 
Cromwell, then preparing for his Irish expedition. 
Cromwell informed his lordship that all his plans had 
been betrayed to the council of state, and orders is- 
sued for his arrest ; but that he, out of respect for 
his lordship's character, had interfered, and obtained 
permission to gain him over if possible to the side 
of the parliament. Little persuasion was necessary ; 
Broghill consented to serve under Cromwell against 
his former associates ; and on his arrival in Ireland, 
easily raised a strong force among the retainers of 
his family. Connected from his earliest infancy with 
the puritans in M unster, he speedily opened a com- 
munication with the officers of the different garri- 
sons in the south ; and they were now ready to em- 
brace the first opportunity of breaking off, what they 
deemed their unholy alliance, with the confederate 
Catholics. 

So alarmed were the commissioners of trust by 
the loss of Wexford, that they determined to aban* 
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don Kilkenny, and were with difficulty dissuaded 
from such a scandalous flight by Ormond. The 
marquis behaved in this emergency with greater 
promptitude and ability than he had yet displayed ; 
and he was zealously seconded by Lord Castlehaven, 
the only one of the confederate Catholics that 
reposed confidence in the lord-lieutenant. He 
strengthened the garrison of Duncannon and Ross, 
removing from the former Roche the governor, a 
creature of the commissioners, and intrusting the 
latter to Lord Taafe, whose abilities he overrated. 
The commissioners of trust took fire at these at- 
tempts of the marquis to shake off their authority, 
and insisted that Roche should be restored, though 
he candidly declared himself inadequate to the situa- 
tion. But the marquis found means to elude the un- 
reasonble demand ; and Wogan, whom he had ap- 
pointed, was permitted to continue. Soon after 
several detachments from O'Neill's army joined the 
confederate forces; but a great part of the main 
body dispersed after the death of their gallant leader, 
and never afterward reassembled. 

Cromwell undertook the siege of Ross in person, 
while a detachment commanded by his son-in-law 
Ireton attacked Duncannon. Ross was surrendered 
after the cannon had played twenty-foiu* hours 
against its walls, through the cowardice or incapacity 
of Lord Taafe. The garrison obtained honourable 
terms, being permitted to retire with their arms and 
baggage to Kilkenny. The royalists soon after re- 
ceived a severe check from the treachery of some of 
their leaders. Information was received of a convoy 
from Dublin which might easily be intercepted ; and 
Inchiquin was intrusted with the command of a de- 
tachment for the purpose. But the plan was betrayed 
as soon as formed to the parliamentarians, and In- 
chiquin's attack repulsed with loss. 

Some compensation for these losses was derived 
from the success of the confederates at Duncannoii. 
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The fort was invested only on the hmd side ; and 
Lord Castlehaven ventured to cross the estuary on 
which it stands in an open boat, to consult with the 
goirernor. His lordship having viewed the situation 
of the besiegers, strenuously recommended a sally, 
and offered to send over eighty horses to mount the 
picked men of the garrison for the purpose. Wogan 
approved of the proposal, but doubted the practica- 
bility of sending the horses, as the distance to the 
county of Waterford was at least three miles, and 
several parliamentary ships lay in the bay. Castle- 
haven, however, resolved to make the attempt, and 
returned to his quarters for the purpose. Luckily 
the tide became favourable exactly at sunset, and the 
horses were ferried over in safety without being dis- 
covered. At daybreak Wogan made a sally. Ire- 
ton's army knowing that there had been no cavalry 
in the fort, believed that they were attacked by some 
new forces, and fled in such confusion, that part of 
their artillery was left behind. 

After the capture of Ross, Cromwell began to lay 
a bridge of boats over the Barrow, in order to effect 
a passage into the county of Kilkenny ; but when the 
work was nearly completed, he suddenly changed his 
mind, and determined to besiege Waterford. The 
inhabitants of this city had been the most devoted 
partisans of the nuncio, and were consequently bit- 
terly opposed to the lord-Ueutenant and the council 
of Kilkenny. Even the approach of Cromwell was 
insufficient to cure them of their insane jealousies ; 
for they obstinately refused to admit a garrison, and 
treated Lord Castlehaven, who had been appointed 
governor by Ormond, with such disrespect that he 
was compelled to quit the town. The sight of Crom- 
well's army however alarmed them so much, that 
they solicited Ormond to send the garrison which 
they had before rejected^ and he immediately led his 
array to their relief. On the march it was proposed 
by some of the leaders to attack Carrick-on-Suirt 
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which had been seized by one of CromweH's detacli 
ments, in order to secure the communication of tlie 
advancing army with its resources. Ormond op- 
posed this as a useless delay ; but his opinion was 
overruled by the council of war, and a detachment 
under Inchiquin was ordered to attack the place* 
Ormond arrived before Waterford about eight in the' 
evening ; and having sent for the mayor and aider* 
men, informed them that he had brought General 
Ferral to their assistance with fifteen hundred men. 
As Ferral had served under O'Neill, and was conse- 
quently one of the nuncio's party, he was received 
without any opposition ; and the marquis having ae-* 
complished his design, set out on his return that very 
night. In the morning he approached Carrick, which 
he expected to have found in the possession of his 
friends; but on his road he was met by Colonel 
Power, who informed* him that Inchiquin had given 
up the enterprise for want of implements to break 
the walls — a resolution the more unfortunate, as we 
learn from Ludlow's Memoirs that the place was 
garrisoned only by a few dragoons armed with 
swords and pistols. 

The lord lieutenant concentrated his forces at 
Clonmel, and determined to raise the siege of Water- 
ford, but could not prevail upon the commissioners 
of trust to provide provisions for the army. He 
marched therefore with only a part of the army to 
Waterford by night, and reached a hill within sight 
of Cromwell's camp early on the following morning. 
From thence he saw the parliamentary army in full 
retreat, and in such confusion, that an attack upon 
their rear must have been successful. But to effect 
this it was necessary that his troops should pass 
through the city ; and the corporation whose inso- 
lence had returned with the prospect of security, re- 
fused him admission, until the golden opportunity 
was irretrievably lost. 

On the return of the marquis to Clonmel, he had. 



BISTORT OF JMELAXD. 29 

the mortification to witness the discoreiy of an in- 
trii^e, the most disgraceful and injurious that can 
be imagined. Though the nuncio had departed, the 
leaders of the RcMiiau Catholic clergy had not re* 
signed all hopes of establishing a hierocracy in Ire* 
land ; and believing that Ormond was the greatest 
ivipedinient to this consummation, they laboured 
secretly, but strenuously, to counteract his measures. 
From the number of these ecclesiastical agitators, 
the titular bishop of Clogher must be excepted. 
Though originally the most violent supporter of the 
nuncio, he had formed, on closer acquaintance, such 
a high opinion of Ormondes talents, and was so 
firmly persuaded that his presence was necessary to 
the salvation of the country, that he directed all his 
energies to the re-estabUshment«of the lonl-lieuten* 
ant's authority. We have already mentioned some 
of the evils that had arisen from Lord Antrim's de« 
sire of obtaining the government. Disappointed in 
his hopes of obtaining the appointment from the 
king, he now intrigued with every party, and shunned 
no act of treachery or meanness that was likely to 
assist him in effecting his object. He opened a com« 
munication with Cromwell by means of his con- 
fessor, and encouraged him to make the successful 
attempt on Wexford; he instigated the citizens of 
Waterford to refuse a garrison, declaring that the 
soldiers were resolved to betray the city ; and he la^ 
bouredto persuade the violent Catholic party, already 
well disposed to such a belief, that Inchiquin was 
secretly in league with the parliament, and had en- 
tered into a treaty for the ruin of the confederates. 
He produced a forged instrument, purporting to be 
articles of agreement between Inchiquin and Jones, 
the parliamentary governor of Dublin, and letters 
from Jones directed to Inchiquin, which he pretended 
to have intercepted. After having done all the mis- 
chief in his power at Waterford, Antrim determined 
to excite similar sedition at limerick; but on hit 
Vol. U.— C 
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way he was met by Inchiquin at Clonmel, who stop- 
ped bim and demanded satisfaction for his infamous 
calumnies. Courage formed no part of Antrim's 
redeeming qualities ; he refused to fight, but made 
the only other reparation in his power, by confessing 
the forgery in presence of the lord-lieutenant and 
the commissioners of trust. Ormond was too timid 
to bring the infamous wretch to trial ; for he had too 
much reason to believe that his punishment would 
be attributed to political hostility ; and thus Antrim 
remained at liberty to contrive fresh machinations. 
Inchiquin transmitted acopy of Antrim's, confession 
to Jones, with a letter demanding an explanation of 
his conduct ; but Jones about tbia time died of the 
plague, and so the matter ended. 

After raising the siege of Waterford, Cromwell 
found his forces in a very dangerous situation : they 
were in the midst of a hostile and difficult country, 
destitute of quarters during an inclement seasoUf 
unable to advance, and exposed to be attacked at 
great disadvantage if they attempted to retreat. But 
from all these difficulties he was at once relieved by 
the sudden revolt of the puritans in the south-^east 
of Munster. Taking advantage of luchiquin's ab- 
sence. Lord Broghill proceeded towards the southern 
garrisons with a small detachment, and met no op 
position. YoughaU Kiusale, Dandon, and even Cork, 
opened their gates. Dungarvan was taken after a 
slight resistance ; and thus at the moment of utmost 
need, Cromwell obtained excellent winter-quarters, 
and the means of direct communication with Eng- 
land. 

This revolt increased the jealousy which subsisted 
between the different parties in the Irish army ; the 
confederates suspected all the royalist protestants of 
favouring Cromwell, and preferring the indulgence 
of religious intolerance to the preservation of their 
loyalty ; the native Irish extended their suspicions 
to all of English descent, and deemed themselves the 
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objects of incurable hatred to all the Anglo-Irish 
confederates, whether Protestant or Catholic. The 
to^wrns were confirmed in their obstinate resolution 
not to receive garrisons. Kilkenny, from old asso- 
ciations mdeed, submitted to obey Ormond; and Clon« 
mel was prevailed upon to admit Hugh O'Neill with 
a body of Ulster men ; but Waterfoni continued to 
refuse obedience, aqd would not even permit soldiers 
to pass through the city. As it had now become a 
frontier garrison, Ormond was anxious to prevail on 
tbe civic authorities to change their mad resolu* 
tions, and went in person with his army to try the 
effect of remonstrance. On his arrival he found 
General Ferral preparing to make an attack on the 
Fort of Passage, which Cromwell had taken and 
grarrisoned while besieging the city. Ormond could 
only obtain admittance for himself and his immedi- 
ate retinue. He proceeded to an eminence whence 
be could command a view of FerraFs operations ; 
and he had not been there long when he saw a body 
of horse marching towards the fort, in such good 
order that he could not doubt but that Ferral^s de- 
signs had been discovered, and his regiment in dan- 
ger of destruction. Ormond immediately sent for 
the mayor, pointed out to him the danger to which 
the governor was exposed, and entreated permission 
to lead some regiments through the town to his as- 
sistance. It will scarcely be credited, but it is not 
the less true, that the civic Authorities, though they 
distinctly saw the danger to which so large a por- 
tion of the garrison was exposed, peremptorily re- 
fused a passage to a force sufficient to avert the 
calamity ! Ormond having supplicated in vain, ad- 
vanced with a few of his retainers and some personal 
friends, to cover Ferral's retreat. He had not ad- 
vanced more than a few miles, when he met the 
detachment flying in confusion. He drew up his 
followers, about fifty in number, on the side of a hill, 
80 judiciously, that the enemy believing that a con* 
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eiderable reinforcement had arrived, gave over the 
pursuit. The Fort of Passage was a place of too 
much importance to be neglected. It commanded 
the harbour of Waterford, and enabled the parlia- 
mentarians to intercept the commerce of the city. 
Ormond therefore solicited permission to quarter his 
forces in huts outside the wall, and offered in return 
to reduce the fort. But the citizens replied that 
they would rather endure all the inconveniences re- 
sulting from its remaining in possession of the enemy, 
than incur the hazard of starvation, by providing 
provisions for the royal army. Ormond, unable to 
overcome their obstinacy, distributed his soldiers 
into winter-quarters, and never was able to assemble 
them again. 

The winter was spent by the parliamentarians in 
active preparations for the ensuing campaign, and 
by the Irish in idle disputations. Antrim made an 
effort to obtain from the synod of the Irish clergy a 
declaration against the Marquis of Ormond's con« 
tinuance in the government, and would have 8uc« 
ceeded but for the exertions of the Bishop of Clogher. 
He also failed in an effort to obtain from the king 
the chief government of Ireland, though his preten- 
sions were supported by Prince Rupert. Charles, 
with more honour than he usually exhibited, declared 
that he would rather lose the kingdom than offer an 
insult to the Marquis of Ormond. But these in* 
trigues so weakened thfe authority of the lord-lieu- 
tenant, that he began to despair. He wrote to the 
king, stating the circumstances of his situation, and 
entreating the royal permission to retire, if he should 
find himself still prevented from doing any thing ef* 
fectual for the royal cause. 
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CHAPTER ni. 

7%$ CnrnwdUan War eenduitd, 

ik. D. 1650. — In the month of January, Cromwell 
opened his second campaign by advancing against 
Kilkenny, which Colonel Tickle had promised to 
betray into his hands. Before his arrival, however, 
the plot was discovered, and the traitor deservedly 
put to death. Cromwell consequently was forced 
to retire ; but he employed his soldiers no less pro- 
fitably, in reducing several important castles and 
towns in the counties of Kilkenny and Tipperary. 
Ormond now saw that his only hope of raising an 
army rested on the provinces of Connauffht and 
Ulster ; for such a spirit of fear had seized on the 
f entry in Leinster, that there was not a single castle 
m which either the governor or his wife was not 
anxious to make terms with the parliamentary gene- 
ral. Having intrusted the government of Leinster 
to Lord Castlehaven, Qrmond proceeded into Con- 
naught, to consult with the Marquis of Clanricarde 
and the Catholic bishops. Castlehaven vigorously 
exerted himself for the defence of the province, but 
was badly supported by the confederates. Several 
opportunities were afforded him of obtaining deci- 
sive advantages over Cromwell's detachments, but 
he could not avail himself of them for want of 
troops, the Lords of the Pale having failed to send 
their promised contingents. He succeeded, how- 
ever, in taking Athy, which Cromwell had forti6ed 
as a dep6t, by storm, and sent the prisoners to the 
parliamentary camp, requesting that his men should 
be treated with like civility on a similar occasion. 
But Cromwell cared little about civility; for having 
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taken Callan and Gowran a few days after, lie 
ordered the officers to be shot. 

The greater part of the county of Tipperaxy, in- 
cluding the towns of Cashel and Fethard,* with the 
castle of Cahir,t yielded to Cromwell without oppo- 
sition. 

Encouraged by these successes, Cromwell laid 



* Ludlow, whom aeconiK of all the tranmetlomi in Ireland befbre be 
came to the eonntry is singnlaily inaRcnrate, nys, that the corporation 
of Fetfaard sent deputies to surrender the town before Cromwell tboogbt 
of approaching it. The present inhabitants of the town believe tbat 
it was not taken tintil after an obstinate siege. Both opiniooa are vmmg, 
as will be seen by the following documents. 

Cromwell, afler taking Cashel, marched to Fethard, and, arriving 
before the town late in the evening, sent a trumpet to aummon Uie gov- 
eniar. He received the following reply :— 

** For Oliver Cromwell, General of the Parliament forces now tat breland. 

''Mat it- plka.sk tour Lordship, 
** T have received your letter about nine of the clock this night, which 
hour I conceive to be unseasonable for me to treat with you ; yet, if your 
lordship pleases to send sufficient hostages in for such as 1 will employ 
to treat with you, I will be ready to entrust Bome in that buoinesa. 
Having no more at present, I remain, 

" Your honour's (Kend and servant, 

*' PlKftCB BOTLBl. 

** Fnnn the garrison of Fethard, 
" Feb. 8, 1649-60, half an hour after nine of the clock at night." 

The articles of surrender were signed the following morning at aix 
o^clock, and the parliamentary garrison admitted before eight. Tlie arti- 
cles secure the inhabitants protection in person and property, and permit 
the garrison to retire with all the honours of war, and with their haneB, 
arms, and baggage. 

t Cahir was held by Captain Matthews, who had married the dowager • 
baroness ; and, fW)m the strength of its position, a fierce resistance waa 
SKpected. Cromwell, however, sent Matthews what he called " a than- 
dering auJmmons,'* which produced an instantaneous effect. The fol- 
lowing is a copy : — 

** To Captain Mattheww, coounandlDg the Castle of Cahir. 

«SlR, 

** Having bought the army and cannon before this plaee, according 
to my nsiial manner in summoning places, I thought fit to offer you 
terms honourable for soldiers, that you may march away with your 
baggage, arms, and colours, free flrom injury or violence ; but if I be, 
notwithatandingy necessitated to bend my cannon upon yon, yon mwt 
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Bge to Kilkenny, the garrison of which was greatly 
wakened by the plague. The governor, Sir Walter 
&:itler, made a gallant defence ; and, after a breach 
been made, twice repulsed the attempt of the 
Rxmemy to storm the town. Cromwell was about to 
res tire, when he received a message from the civic 
authorities, assuring him that they were anxious for 
SL surrender. A third assault was made, and defeated ; 
\>ut Ireton coming up with fresh forces, and Castle- 
liaven having declared by letter that |ie could not 
afford assistance, the governor made a signal for a 
'parley, which led to a cessation of arms. Cromwell 
panted the garrison the most honourable conditions, 
and, as they marched out, complimented the officers 
and soldiers highly on their gallant defence ; he also 
declared that, but for the treachery of the civic au- 
thorities, he would have raised the siege. 

From Kilkenny, Cromwell marched against Clon- 
mel, which was garrisoned by Hugh O'Neill, a com- 
mander worthy of his illustrious name, and fifteen 
hundred o( the Ulster soldiery. His summons hav- 
ing been rejected with scorn, he opened his trenches 
early in April, and soon made a practicable breach. 
The first attempt to storm was defeated with so 
much slaughter, that the infantry refused to advance 
a second time, and Cromwell was forced to appeal 
to the cavalry. Lieutenant Henry Langley and. ' 
several other officers of horse gallantly volunteered ; 
the private troopers followed the example of their 
officers, and a second storming party was formed 

expect what is luaal in raeh etmea. To ayoid blood, this is offered 
you by 

Toar aerrant, 
* ^ O. Crouwbll. 
**Tor the Ctoyernor of Cahir Caatle, 
•*Feb.«4, le^-M.*- 

Mattbewa stipulated fbr the ■eeurity of hie wifB*s Jointnre and his 
own private property, in addition to the other nsual temia ; and, bit 
dJBmands htiag granted, auiTandeiwl within an bour after reeeiTiDK tht 
•ajnmona. 
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under the command of Colonel Culin. The second 
assault was so fierce, that the Irish were driven rrom 
the breach ; but O'Neill had by this time erected a 
new wall at the head of the street, whicti the brea.cli 
faced, and lined the adjacent houses with musketry- 
The assailants were unable to overcome this new 
obstacle. Culin and several others fell. Langley's 
left hand was cut off by a blow of a scythe ; and the 
greater part of the detachment was either killed or 
wounded. In these two assaults Cromwell lost 
more than two thousand of his best soldiers. - Fie 
would not venture on a third ; but changed the sieg^e 
into a blockade, and determined to wait the slow 
effects of famine. O'Neill soon began to feel the 
want of ammunition and provision, of which his 
supply had been originally but scanty ; and sent the 
most pressing entreaties to the Marquis of Ormond 
to hasten to his assistance. 

Ormond was desirous to afford early relief to the 
gallant garrison of Clonmel, and directed Lord Cas* 
tleconnel and the sheriff to raise the county of Li- 
merick. The gentry of the county met, and agreed 
to raise three hundred horse and eleven hundred foot; 
but this was prevented by the commissioners of 
trust, who declared, that such a mode of proceed- 
ing was contrary to etiquette ! Castleconnel ap- 
. pointed another day of meeting, and wrote to the 
commissioners for instructions ; but they were con- 
tent with their success in controlling the authority 
of the lord-lieutenant, and did not vouchsafe to send 
an answer. The gentlemen of Limerick, not know- 
ing how to act, separated, and Clonmel was thus 
abandoned to its fate. 

Ormond next applied to Lord Roche, who com- 
manded in the western part of the county of Cork ; 
and that nobleman, being aided by the titular Bishop 
of Ross, soon raised a considerable force, so far as 
regards numbers ; but badly armed, and wholly with- 
out dlseipline. Against these Cromwell detached 
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IjOrd Broghill, with a select body of troops, who 
ieasily- routed the raw levies. Lord Roche and the 
greater part of his forces escaped through the lyioun- 
tains and morasses ; but the bishop remained a pris- 
oner. There was a fort near the field of battle, 
wMcli Broghill was anxious to secure ; and he of- 
fered the prelate his life if he would prevail upon 
the ^rrison to surrender; but threatened instant 
' execution if he refused compliance. The bishop 
having pledged his word to return, went to the fort, 
and assembling the soldiers, earnestly conjured them 
to be faithful to their king, their country, and their 
God ; — ^he then returned to Broghill, and was imme- 
diately hanged. This instance of pure fidelity and 
devoted heroism is described as the extreme of in- 
solence and obstinacy, by those who could discover 
no merit in an Irishman and a papist. 

O'Neill having defended Clonmel until his last 
cYiarge of powder was exhausted, withdrew his men 
from the town during the night, without being dis- 
covered ; and Cromwell, not aware of the escape of 
the garrison, granted the ii^abitants very favourable 
conditions. The articles were signed on the 18th 
of May ; and Cromwell immediately afterward pro- 
ceeded to Youghal, and embarked for England, where 
his presence was eagerly desired, in consequence of 
the arrival of Charles II. in Scotland. 
^ The royal cause in Ireland soon became hopeless. 
There was no necessity for Ireton, who succeeded 
Cromwell, to make any exertion, for the factions 
were fast destroying each other. Castlehaven, when 
on the point of gaining a decisive victory in Con- 
naught, saw his hopes frustrated and his safety en- 
dangered by the cowardice or treachery of Captain 
Fox, who not only ran away with his own troop, 
t>ut persuaded others to follow his example. His 
lordship, indeed, executed the miserable wretch; 
bat the loss that he had occasioned was irreparable. 
In the north, the Bishop of Clogher being chosen 
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general of the Ulster army, had the temerity to at- 
tack Sir Charles Coote, though superior in number, 
and very advantageously posted. He was, of course, 
defeated, his forces routed with great slaughter, and 
he himself taken prisoner. It need scarcely be 
added that he was hanged by the conquerors ; for the 
Cromwellians never spared an ecclesiastic. In Lein- 
ster, the principle castles had been surrendered, and 
the governors of the few remaining were about to 
make terms with the puritans. Castlehaven pro- 
posed that the bishop should denounce a sentence of 
excommunication against all those who betrayed 
their country, by entering into compositions with the 
enemy ; but the prelates reserved excommunications 
for a different purpose. 

Ormond now prepared to quit the kingdom, and 
informed the catholic synod of his Intentions, The 
commissioners of trust, aware of the confusion 
which his departure would occasion, entreated him 
to change his resolution, and promised to use their 
utmost endeavours to re-establish his authority. 
The marquis was persuaded to continue for some 
time longer; but found the commissioners unable, and 
not very willing, to perform their engagements. The 
city of Limerick was now become the centre of the 
country still possessed by the Irish ; for on the east- 
ern side of the kingdom, Waterford alone held out 
against the parliament. The marquis was conse- 
quently anxious to make Limerick the seat of gov- 
ernment, and to ensure its safety by a sufficient gar- 
rison. But the civic authorities and the citizens ab- 
solutely refused obedience to his commands, andeven 
meditated to seize his person. By the interference 
of the commissioners of trust, the mayor and alder- 
men were induced to promise a more submissive 
behaviour; but when the lord-lieutenant approached 
the city, he learned that a tumultuouf mob, headed 
by a friar named Wolfe, had seized on the keys of ' 
the gates, and called in Colonel O^Brien, with 
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some irregular troops, to their assistance. In the 
midst of these tumults, Ireton approached so near 
as to cause some alarm ; and the citizens recjuested 
that Hugh O'Neill should be appointed their gov- 
ernor. The marquis desired to employ O'Neill in 
a much more important business ;* ne designed to 
send him into Ulster, to rally the remnant of the 
Bishop of Clogher's army, and to raise new recruits 
in a province that had been always devoted to his 
family. But the danger threatening Limerick ap- 
peared so imminent, that the marquis complied with 
the request of the citizens, and appointed O'Neill 
to the command. 

The friars and monks had, from the very com* 
mencement, been devoted to the cause of the nun- 
cio ; and they preached eveiywhere, that the calam« 
ities which afflicted the kingdom arose from the 
neglect of his advice, and the Uttle regard shown to 
the interests of their holy religion. One of these 
incendiaries had even the audacity to seize the col« 
ours of a regiment that was marching by orders of 
the general, and to denounce damnsi^tion against all 
who proceeded further. The officers remonstrated 
indignantly, but the superstitious soldiers threw 
down their arms and dispersed. The regular clergy 
by no means joined in these excesses, but they 
found on this, as on other occasions, that the mob 
is more easily led by the fanatics of the several mo- 
nastic orders, than by their own parocljial ministers* 
The bishops believed that Ormond was secretly 
negotiating with Cromwell; and it must be con- 
fessed that they had some grounds for the suspicion. 
He had terminated his former administration by be- 
traying Dublin to the parliamentarians for a stipu- 
lated price, and the agent whom he sent to ne- 
gotiate with Cromwell during the siege of Clon- 
mel had, on his return, brought back passes for 
the lord-lieutenant and Inchiquin. Several of the 
prelates, also, had adopted the nuncio's design q( 
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transferring the kingdom of Ireland to some CatlK^ 
lie prince; and deeming Ormond the greatest ob- 
stacle to its execution, successfully laboured to make 
him odious to the populace. A synod was held at 
Jamestown in the beginning of August, where, after 
long debates, the bishops resolved to send a depu- 
tation to Ormond, requiring ** that he would speedily 
quit the kingdom, and leave his majesty's authority 
in the hands of some person faithful to the kingly 
and trusty to the nation, and such as the ajfieG- 
tions and confidence of the people would foUo^fr.** 
They also signed ** a declaration against the contin- 
uance of his majesty's authority in the lord-lieuten- 
ant," and '' a solemn excommunication" against all 
who should adhere to him, by giving him any sub- 
sidy, contribution, or intelligence, or by obeying- his 
commands. 

This alone was wanting to complete the utter ruin 
of the Irish cause. It was in vain that the com- 
missioners of trust remonstrated, and declared tho 
fatal consequences of this strange declaration. It 
was in vain that some of the prelates, alarmed by 
the approach of Coote and Ireton to Athlone, begged 
that the documents should be suppressed^ at least 
for a time. They were published in Limerick and 
Galway, which had long since withdrawn their alle- 
giance from the lord-lieutenant. In spite of tiie 
general resistance, they were proclaimed at the hea3 
of Clanricard^'s forces, the only semblance of an army 
which the Irish still retained. The summer was 
wasted in long and tedious negotiations with the 
prelates ; and it seems probable that the declaration 
would have been withdrawn, but for the intelligence 
which was received from Scotland. Before Umding 
in that country, Charles II. had, with shameless 
perjury, sworn to observe " the solemn league and 
covenant." But his crime brought its own ppnish- 
ment ; for he had no sooner arrived than he found 
himself a mere tool in the hands of the Presbyterian 
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faction. He was compelled to publish a declaratioiif 
denouncing the peace which Ormond had concluded 
with the Irish, acknowledgii^^ the sinfulness of 
forming any compact with papists, and revoking' all 
commissions granted by the k>rd-lieutenant« The 
bishops now declared, that as the king had placed 
Ireland out of his protection, they hs3 nothing to 
do but to return to their act of association. 

While the royalists were thus engaged, Ireton 
was ranging over the entire kingdom at his pleasure. 
Wateribrd was surrendered by Pteston, the governor 9 
Duncannon fell almost without resistance } and the 
Castle of Carlow was captured after a brief struggle. 
Detachments from the English army partially btock- 
aded Limerick, and seized the most important strong- 
holds in the country. The Marquis of Clanricarde 
made an attempt . to relieve Birr, but was defeated 
with great loss; and this action terminated the cam- 
paign. Three-fourths of th^ kingdom were now in 
possession of ^the parliamentarians, to their own 
great astonishment. They had won no victory, and 
yet they had conquered' a nation. Such were the 
dire effects of the violence of party, and the turbu- 
lence of faction. 

As a last resource, Ormond convoked a general as- 
sembly at Loughrea, in the middle of November. 
It was attended by the principal nobility, gentry, 
and clergy, the majority of whom were averse to the 
late destructive proceedings at Jamestown. But the 
influence of the factious prelates was too great to allow 
of a speedy decision. The marquis having waited 
for a counter declaration until December, at length 
embarked in a frigate provided for him by the Duke 
of York, and accompanied by Lord Inchiquin* 
Colonel Wogan, and some others, sailed for France. 
Before the vessel had quite left the shore, a depu- 
tation arrived from the assembly at Loughrea, bearmg 
a declaration Which, though not perfectly satisfac- 
tory, gave some hopes of future improvement i and 

Vol. n,— D 
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Onnond, in consequence, transferred his power to 
the Marquis of Clanricard.. 

Even now the Irish c^use might hare prevailed, 
if the ^tions could be persuaded to lay aside their 
violence* Clanricarde was a Catholic nobleman, de- 
servedly popular ; a devoted rovalist, and a prudent 
statesman. But the bishops, having removed Or- 
mond, began further to develope th^ir scheme of a 
hierocracy, and proposed thSit the government shoald 
be administered without any reference to the royal 
authority. A very curious negotiation was com- 
menced with the Duke of Lorraine, who had been 
persuaded by some unknown person that he mig^ht 
be able to acquire the kingdom of Ireland* He of^ 
fered to advance a large sum of money, and to send 
plentiful supplies of the munitions of war, if he waa 
acknowledged protector-royal^ and placed in pos- 
session of some cautionary towns. Clanricarde at 
once rejected terms so derogatory to the king^s in- 
terests, but was persuaded by the, clergy to continue 
the negotiations. Finally, the duke was persuaded 
to advance twenty thousand pounds, on the promise 
of receiving Limerick and Galway as pledges ; but 
before anv further steps could be taken, these towns 
were- in the hand» of the puritans. 

A. D. 1651. — Ireton made vigorous preparations 
for opening a decisive campaign ; and the commis- 
sioners who had been sent over by the English par- 
liament to administer the civil government took the 
most judicious measures to restore tranquillity in the 
districts already subdued. Before he led out his 
forces, Ireton, who respected Castlehaven's abilities, 
sent a trumpeter to his lordship, ofierrng him a safe- 
conduct, and security in person and property, if he 
would submit to the parliament; but Castlehaven 
rejected any attempt to seduce him from his allegi- 
ance, though by this time he despaired of success. 
Ireton, having concentrated his forces at Cashel, 
advanced to th<9 banks of the Shannon, opposite Kil- 
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ialoe, where Castlehaven was posted to dispute his 
passage. The treachery of Colonel Fennel rendered 
all the precautious unavailing. He fled from Killa- 
loe without firing a shot ; and Ireton having thus 
obtained possession of the town, Castiehaven's po- 
sition became untenable. In the mean time, Coote 
and Reynolds, having taken Athlone» advanced 
through the county of Galway to Athenry, and 
some English frigates sailed up the Shannon. 
Ireton, being now master* of the river, laid siege 
to Limerick. The Marquis of Clanricarde sent 
to the citizens, offering to take the command of 
the city in person ; but the corporate authorities re« 
fused him admission, evidencing to the very laol 
moment the truth of the adage, that insanity pre- 
cedes destruction. The siege was conducted with 
vigour, and the town defended with great spirit by 
Hugh OJNeill. A plague, however, wasted the gar- 
rison, and several of the factions already proposed a 
surrender. Ireton, by secret emissaries, proffered 
pardon tb all but twenty-four, aniong whom were 
the Bishops of Emly and Limerick.* Great was 
the indignation of t^se prelates, when they found 
the effects of their artifices returning on their own 
heads. The multitude whom they had themselves 
taught to despair, resolved to purchase safety by 
giving up the reqnired'victims ; and their threats of 
excommunication were no longer of any avail. Hugh 
0*Neill endeavoured to inspire his associates with 
nobler sentiments, and exhorted them to persevere 
in their defence ; but Fennel and some others having 
seized the keys, opened two of the gates, drove 
away O^Neill's guard, and admitted Ireton^s sol- 
diers. 

Ireton immediately ordered the traitor Fennel to 
he executed, though he pleaded his former tresMshery 

* TheSlsliop ofLimerick made bis eseapa in tb* diflgolMitf aeommoB 
Midier, wben the ganlioa marched out. 
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flt Youghal, and his recent services at Killaloe, as 
recommendations to the favour of the parliamentary 
generaL But though Ireton availed himself Of the 
treason, he was not the less disposed to punish the 
traitor ; and the wretched miscreant met the just re- 
ward of his crimes. With him were executed Fan- 
Ding, who had opposed the proclamation of the 
peace in 1646 ; Friar Walsh, the most virulent an- 
tagonist of Ormond ; and the Bishop of Emly,* who 
had heen a servile tool of the nuncio. Had Ireton 
been satisfied with these victims, few in the present 
day would have blamed him for punishing those 
who had been traitors to both parties ; but he also 
condemned several, whose .only crime was, that they 
had done their duty to their king and country. The 
most conspicuous victim selected^ was the gallant 
Hugh O^Neill, whose brave defence of Clonmel 
should have recommended him to the esteem of every 
brave man. 0*Neill defended himself as a inan and 
a soldier. He said that he had left an honourable 

* The Mlo^ng aecimnt of Jeflftvy BaronHi trial, if trial it.ean be called, 
la given by Ijidlow in hie Memoirs, and ia an edifying example of ra- 
{raSlican Justice and omiaisteney. 

** Jefllvy Baron, baTing tbe aame qneiftlon pot to him aa the reat (Tt& 
what he had to aay tor himself), answered, that it waa not Just to ^' 
elude Mm from mercy, because he had been eng;aged in the same cauaa 
fls we pretended to flghtfor, which was the liberty and religion of bla 
country. Tbe deputy (Ireton) replied, that Ireland being a conquered 
country, the English natibn might with justice assert their right of con* 
Attest ; that they had been treated by the late government nr beyond 
their merits, or the rules of reason ; notwithstanding^whlch, they had 
barbarously murdered all the English that fell into their hands, robbed 
them of iheir goods which they had gained by their industry, and taken 
away the lands wbicfi they had purchased by their money. That touch- 
ing the point of religion, there was a wide difference also betwoen ua, 
we only contending to preserve our natural right therein, vnthout im- 
posing our opinions upon other men ; whereas they would not be eon- 
tented, unless they might have pov^er to compel all others to submit to 
their impositions, uncter pain of death. The council of war, looking 
npon what he had said to be hereby (Yilly refuted, adjudged him to die, 
«s they did tbe mayor alao ; and the sienteuce was executed accordingly." 
•->LtuUou>, i. 375. ' 

The claim of the puritans to tolerant principles is not the least n^ 
markable part of this curious tirade, which Ludlow recoids wUl^ W9 
WBcbMtisfiictian ea a perfect refutation of Buon*a plcsu 
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command ia foreign service, to come to the assist* 
ance of his countrymen ; that he had always acted 
tbe part of an honourable enemy ; and that an un- 
just sentence could leave no stain qn his honourable 
character. Ireton, notwithstanding, persuaded the 
council of war to pronounce sentence of death ; but 
LiUdlow, and some of the other generals, interfered, 
representing the odium which such an execution 
would bring on the English name abroad, where 
O'Neill was known and respected. His life was 
consequently spared. 

The bigoted clergy saw in these calamities nothinff 
but the means of confirming their own power, and 
began to oppose Clanricarde as violently as they had 
Orixiond. With folly scarcely credible, they believed 
that the destruction of the royal authority would 
clear the way for their favourite schemes of dom- 
ination, ancl thought that they could recover the 
island from the parliamentarians when they pleased. 
Through their machinations, Ireton was enabled to 
seize' the castle of Clare, and to threaten Galway 
before marching into winter-quarters. The Irish, at 
the clbse of the second campaign, were in a most 
deplorable condition ; and the perv6rseness of faction 
left but littlie reason to hope for any amendment* 
No preparations whatever were made for the ensu- 
ing campaign, While the commanders on the side of 
the parliament made the most vigorous exertions t» 
bring the war to a speedy termination. 

During the winter Ireton died of the plague. Jfin 
character, though not altogether faultless, was more 
perfect than that of most of his associates. He con- 
stantly protected the peasantry from the^riolence of 
the .soldiers, and checked the sanguinary excesses 
of Actel and Sankey.* Like the other fanatics of 

* A aingle example of Sankey'e mode of administering juatiee will ba 
aatRciant. One of Wtt aoldiera waa killed, dnring th? time tbat he aeted 
mn military governor of the coonty of Tipperary, and all reaearchea to 
diacover tbe murderer foiled. Sankey summoned all the inhabitanta of 

D2 
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that gloomy period, he thoroughly detested popery 
ftnd all its professors, and deemed that its extermi- 
nation would he an acceptable service to the Al- 
mighty. On this account he ^owed no mercy to 
the ecclesiastics who fell into his hand« and always 
excepted the clergy from quarter; hut to all othera 
he was usually mild and merciful, though he showed 
some traces of a cruel disposition after the capture 
of Limerick. To the commonwealth of England 
he was a faithful and devoted servant, and would 
probably, if he had lived« have opposed his father- 
m-laW's usurpation. 

A. D. 1653. — Ludlow took the command on the 
death of Ireton, and soon began to act with vigour. 
Galway« the last considerable town held by the con- 
federates, submitted without resistance ; and the dif- 
ferent leaders of Irish troops entered into negotiap- 
tions for the transportation of themselves and their 
followers into the service of some forei|j;n power. 
The first that submitted was Colonel Fitzpatrick, 
for whicti he was excommunicated by the prelates ; 
but O'Dwyer soon after followed the example, and 
the Earl of Westmeath was next added to the num- 
ber. Sir Phelim O'Neill, the beginner of this tedious 
war, again became conspicuous towards the close, 
and joining the Marquis of Clanricarde, captured the 
forts of Ballyshannon and Done^aL These places 
however were soon retaken; Clanricarde fled for 
safety to the isle of Carrick; but Sir Phelim fell into 
the hands of his enemies^ When Fleetwood, whom 
Cromwell had appointed his deputy, landed, there 
scarcely remained a royalist force in Ireland. The 
nuncio's party, whose obstinacy and bigotry had 
caused the loss of the country, suffered bitterly for 
their folly ; they sent ambassaaors offering the crown 
of Ireland to the pope, the King of France, the King 

the parish In wUcb the man was slain it Fetfaard, and haTing con^pelM 
ctatm to cast lots, haofsd Ato on whom the lots ftU. 
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4»f Spain, and the Duke of Lorraine ; tbe proffer 
wa:8 everywhere rejected with contempt, and tlieir 
bumble petitions for assistance disdainfuliy refused. 
]l.ittle pity was felt for the fate of men who had no- 
toriously abused the most abundantmeansof defence^ 
axid who had exerted themselves strenuously to frus- 
trate every plan devised for their protection. 

' Olanricarde despatched the Earl of Castlehaven 
to inform the king of the desperate condition of 
Irish affairs, and in the mean time, maintained a 
guerilla warfare in the woods and mountains. At 
length he received a letter from Charles, desiring 
bim to consult for his own safety. He applied to 
Fleetwood for a pass, which was readily granted, sind 
'Submitted to the parliament, on condition of not being 
required to take any oath inconsistent with his duty 
to ]iis sovereign. Lord Muskerry held out some time 
longer in the south-west of Munster^but was forced 
to surrender to Ludlow. On the 26th of Septem- 
ber the English parliament declared, that '' the rebels 
in Ireland were subdued^ and the rebellion appeased 
and ended." 



■B 



CHAPTER IV. 

Hu OntmweUian SeitUmmtt. 

The Irish war was now at an end ; the greater part 
•of the nobility and gentry, with the flower of the 
array, had sought an asylum iu foreign lands ; the 
estates of the confederates were deserted rather than 
forfeited ; ahd the English commonwealth prepared 
to put into execution a system of confiscation and 
plantation more extensive and complete than any 
that Elizabeth, James, or Charles had ventured evea 
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to contemplate. The ordinance for the settling^ of 
Ireland amply proves, that the English parliament, 
notwithstanding its boasted attachment to liberty and 
Justice, was by no means scrupulous in outraging 
those who were subjected to their power ; so true is 
the aphorism, that large bodies are insensible of 
shame, and that a collection of men will consent to 
acts of iniquity, from which each, individually, would 
have shrunk with horror. The first clause of this 
ordinance is very remarkable ; it declares, that it 
was not the intention of the English parliament to 
extirpate the Irish nation !* Such a proposal had 
been actually made by some of the wilder fanatics, 
who deemed themselves commissioned by heaven to 
execute the same vengeance on the ' idolatrous pa- 
pists that the Jews did on the inhabitants of Canaan. 
In every age and country, since^ the introduction of 
Christianity, we find enthusiasts invariably preferring 
the denunciations of the Old Testament to the mer- 
cies of the New, and proclaiming themselves rather 
the servants of a God of vengeance^ than of a pod 
of love. The advocates of such monstrous doc- 
trines, the mistaken votaries of the Mosaic, rather 
than the Christian dispensation, have not yet quite 
disappeared, but their numbers are now few, and 

* The people of England at this period, however, deemed that the soil 
of Ireland was absolutely their own property, with which they could do 
as they pleased, and looked upon ibe natives as possessing no rights, or 
at least none superior to the beasts of the field. Harrington in bis 
Oceana, a work which advocates the wildest principles of natural liberty, 
gravely 'proposes, that Ireland should be leased out to the Jews, and that 
island formed into a new Canaan. Nor does he perceive any incon- 
sistency in thus sentencinj^an enti<re nation to degrading bondage, in the 
very book in which he proves that all men are bom flree. This, however, 
is not unparalleled ; for we are informed that the proprietors of slaves are 
the most violent democrats in the United States. 

The connexion between Ireland and the Jews hasenga^ted the attention 
of several other speculators. A late historian attempts to prove, that 
the Irish are descended from the ten tribes ; and Mr. Dobbs, a member 
of the last Irish parliament, attempted to prove, fh>m the prophets and 
apocalypse, that Irriand is the destined locality of the New Jerusalem ! 
His prinoipal argument is, the similarity in 'sound and sense between 
the words Annagh and Armageddon ! 
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»ir influence contemptible ; but in the Cromwellian 
^^, and long afterward, such opinions were boidlv 
^ ropa^ated and defended. Instead of deeming intol- 
erant principles disgraceful, men seemed to think that 
the more sanguinary and violent their expressions 
were the more they evidenced the sincerity of their 
attachment to pure religion. Not a few of the 
preachers of that period denounced from their pulpit 
the s(»aring of th6 papists as a heinous sin, and 
urged the godly to consummate the work of slaugh- 
ter, ^ even as. Samuel had hewed Agag in pieces 
before the Lord at Gilgal."* 

But though the lives of the Irish were spared, the 
English parliament feitno scruple respecting their 
properties. All the papists in the kingdom possess- 
ing more than ten pounds, were divided into four 
classes, each subjected to different de^ees of for- 
feiture. 

** First, all persons wlio, before the 10th of No- 
vember, 1642, had contrived, acted, or aided the re- 
bellion, murders or massacres, which began in Octo- 
ber, 1641 1 and all Jesuits, priests, or other ecclesias- 
tics, who had any way contrived, aided, or abetted ; 
and all persons who, since the 1st of October, 1641, 
had slain any person not bearing arms for the English, 
or who, not being then maintained in arms under 
the command and pay of the Irish against the Eng- 
lish, had slain any person maintained in arms for the 
•English; and all persons who, being in arms against 
the parliament of England, should not lay them 
down in twenty-eight days, and submit to their au- 
thority^ were excepted from pardon of life or estate. 
*' Secondly, all persons (not being comprehended 
in any of the former qualifications) who had borne 
• 

* A common e^presfiion In the mouth of the fhnatlee, which they ra- 
ptrd«d at once &s a prophecy and a precept, vyus that passage in the 
Piialms, " That thy feet itwy be dfpped lA the blood of thine enemies, 
and that the tongue or thy dogs may be red with the sante.^* It has been 
asserted, hut perhaps not with truth, though the statement has not been 
contradicted, that this sentence is stijl naed as • pass-word in eenakn 
Hcret societies. 



46 BISTORT OF IRELANO. 



comms^nd in the war of Ireland against the parlia 
ment of England, were to be banished during th 
pleasure of the parliament, and to forfeit two-thinigg 
of their estates, and their wives and children to be 
assigned lands to the value of the other third where 
the parliament should appoint." 

"Thirdly, all persons of the popish religion (not 
being comprehended in any of the former qualifica- 
tions), >yho had resided in the kingdom at any time 
from the 1st of October, 1641, to the 1st of March, 
1650, and \i2Ld not manifested their constant ffood 
affection to the interest of the commonwealth of 
England, were to forfeit one-third of their estates, 
and to be assigned lands to the value of the oth\3r 
two- thirds where the parliament should appoint. 

" Fourthly, all other persons who resided in Ire- 
land within the time aforesaid, and had not been in 
arms for the parliament, or manifested their good 
affection to its interest, having an opportunity to do 
so, were to forfeit one-fifth of their estatop. 

"Finally, the Marquis of Ormond, the Earls of 
Inchiquin and Roscommon, and Bramhal, the Pro- 
testant Bishop of Derry, were distinctly mentioned 
by name as obstinate malignants, and declared inca* 
pable of pardon for life, title, or estate." 

High courts of justice were erected for the trial 
of those. who were accused of murder or massacre. 
These courts were "constituted far differently from 
ttie ordinary tribunals of the country: they were in- 
fact a species of courts-martial, in which the parlia- 
mentary officers sat i)Oth as judges and jurors : they 
were not very strict in regarding the letter of the 
law, or the strict rules of evidence : and they were 
inclined to severity equally by their prejudices and 
their interest. To the great astonishment of the 
justiciaries, they found an unaccountable deficiency 
of victims, after the severest inquisition ; — ^not quite 
two hundred could be discovered, who could be 
charged with illegal murders during all the excitement 
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a ten years' war ; and the eyidenoe aj^aiiist many 
these was such as would be rejected m any court 
Jnstioe, and perhaps by some courts-martial. Lord 
yo in Connaught, and Colonel Bagnal in Munster^ 
ere certainly condemned unjustly ; and Lord Mus- 
kerry ^w^ould have shared the same fate, had not a 
ero'vird. of English settlers come forward, to bear 
f grateful testimony to the protection which he had 
[ afforded. In Ulster, the only victim was Sir PheUm 
! 0'*r^eill, who had been the first to take up arms, and 
mrliose tumultuous followers were the perpetrators of 
tiie excesses on which the tale of the pretended Irish 
massacre was founded. Nothing in the life of this 
unfortunate chieftain was so honourable as its termi- 
nation. He was repeat^y offered pardon artd res- 
toration to his liberty and estate, if he would produce 
any material proof of his having i^eceived a com- 
mission from the king for his insurrection ; but he 
affirmed to the last hour of his life, that he never 
possessed any such authority, and preferred death 
to the propagation of an unjust calumny. 

It must be confessed, that the truth of this anec- 
dote is rather questionable. It was originally nar- 
rated by a Protestant clergyman after the Restora- 
tion, when it was considered a matter of policy to 
malign the character both of the Irish and the par- 
liamentarians ; and this story fixes on one the stain 
of forgery, and on the other subornation of perjury. 
That Sir Phelim forged a commission from the king, 
and affixed to it a seal taken from a patent of Loni 
Charlemont'Sfis certainly possible ; but how are we 
to account for the l^t,that none of 'the Charlemont 
family knew any thing of such an occurrence, and 
that when Dr. Leland applied to the Earl of Charle- 
mont, he found that he had ho patent in his possession 
answering the description t That the parliamenta- 
rians wished to discover some proofs of the share 
that Charles was supposed to have in the Irish in- 
surrection, cannot be doubted ; and assuredly ^ey 



48 msTOllT OF IRELAND. 

had good reasons to suspect him of secret particfpa^ 
tion. The character of the " royal martyr" for du- 
plicity and falsehood was unfortunately too noto- 
rious; and the transactions with Glamorgan fully 
prove, that if he did not stimulate the confederate 
Catholics to take up arms, he at least wished them 
success. On that occasion also, he showed that 
hi« solemn declarations in public were not unfre- 

Siently at variance with his private transactions, 
ut even on the evidence of the narrators them- 
selves, the anecdote contains a vindication of the 
puritans ; for they only promised life to O'Neill if 
he produced tangible evidence of the king's suspected 
participation, not as has been insinuated, if he merely 
consented to bring forward the charge,' 

The disposal of the forfeited estates was the next 
object that engaged the attention of the English par- 
liament. They determined that these should be dis- 
trilbuted according to the provisions of the Act (17 
Charles L). commonly called the Adventurers' Act 
which had been passed at the commencement of the 
civil war. This statute provided that the lands of 
those who were in arms should be distributed among 
such persons as should advance money, and become 
adventurers in the reduction of Ireland. Two mil- 
lions and a half of acres were to be assigned and 
allotted in the following proportions ; viz. each ad- 
venturer of 200/. was to have 1000 acres in Ulster ; 
of 300/., 1000 acres in ConuaHght ; of 4^/.,. 1000 
acres in Munster ; and of 600/., 1000 acres in Lein- 
ster, according to English measure. And out of 
these lands was to be paid a yearly quit-rent re* 
served to the crown, viz. one penny per acre in 
Ulster, three halfp^ee.in Connaught, twopence far- 
thing in Munster, and threepence for Leinster. And 
by the act, everj^ person within three months after 
receiving his allotment, thai should have 1000 acres 
in Leinster, 1500 in Munster, 2000 in Connaught, of 
3000 in Ulster, was to have power to erect a manoXf 
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-wttli a court-baron and a court^leet, and all other 

privileges belonging to a manor, and with deodands 
amcL fugitives' goods, Ac, 

In the year 1653, preparations were made to pot 
tills act into execution, and an ordinance was issued 
lor the satisfaction of the adyenturers and soldiers.* 
Sy this deci:ee, the forfeited lands in the counties of 
I^irnerick, Tipperary, and Waterford, in the province 
of Munster; the King's and Queen's counties; East 
&nd West Meath, in the province of Leinster ; Down, 
j^ntrim and Armagh, in the province of Ulster; 
together with the county of Louth, if necessary, ex- 
cept the barony of Atherdee, were to be charged 
^^ith the money advanced by the adventurers and 
the arrears of pay due to the soldiers, according 
to the rates before mentioned, and to be divided be« 
t ween th^ra by baronies, motiveiy by lot ; and for 
the satisfaction of the arrears of the forces there, 
ivho should be immediately disbanded, several other 
proportions of forfeited lands were set out, particu- 
larly the lands beginning at one mile from the town 
of Sligo, and so "winding upon the coast, nor above 
four miles distant from the sea, which was called 
the mile linie. 

Commissioners were appointed for putting this 
ordinance into execution ; for taking a survey of the 
forfeited lands, and appointing a court for receiving 
and hearing claims ; and by the instructions given 
to the commissioners, the second and third classes 
of Irish above mentioned, who forfeited one-third or 
two*thirds of their estates, were to be transplanted 
into the province of Connaught, and the county of 

* ** In' tblfl transMtion dUMS of the tiuiy showed gn&t partfallty, Vy 
eonflning Ute^Mtinfliclion of arrears only lo each as were in arm* In 
Aoxust, 1640, which was the time when the JEnglish army.oammandad 
by Lieaienant'Keneral Cromwell, arrived in Ireland ; and though hard- 
ships endured by those who were in anns belbre had been much grsBtsr» 
yet DOthins could be obtained but such a propoirtion of lands in ths 
eounty of Wicklow and elsewhere, as was not sufficient to clear iht 
(burth part of what was due to thsm.*— ZimUoiSi 1L 4*1. 

Vol. IL— E 
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Clare, for the proportions to be allotted them, «a: 
cept the mile line ; which line was intended to oa^ 
off the communication of the Irish with the sea, as 
the Shannon was to cut them off from the rest of 
the kingdom. 

Commissioners of delinquency, accordingly, sat 
at Athlone, to determine the qualifications of pa>» 
pists ; and upon their decrees, other commissioners 
who sat at Loughrea, arranged the transpiantatiaxL. 
Many of the Irish gentry did not take out their de- 
crees, and the transplantation was not completed at 
the Restoration ; although all the lands of the Catho- 
lics were seized and sequestrated, and the surveys 
were in hand actually taking ; and being thus seized 
and sequestrated, they were by the Act of Settle- 
ment vested in the crown. 

The distribution of the greater part of Ireland thus 
made by the Cromwellians, was nearly as complete 
as that of Canaan by the Israelites ; the example by 
which the puritans declared that they.were directed, 
and believed that they were justified. The principal 
sufferers were the Anglo-Irish nobility, who were 
now plundered of their broad lands with as little 
ceremony as their ancestors had used to the native 
inhabitants. A new and strange class of proprietors 
took the place of the ancient aristocracy, and pre* 
served their acquisitions under every succeeding' 
change. The Irish at the close of this civil war, and 
afterward, after the revolution, resigned their country 
and the ir estates with wondrous readiness, and sought 
an asylum in foreign lands. But the Cromwellians 
clung to the land which they had obtained, even 
under the most unfavourable circumstances, and 
showed that they in some degree merited their new- 
acquisitions, by the resolute firmness they displayed 
in their defence. They were for the roost part mea 
of low origin, and mean education ^ but enthusiasm 
gave them a stern dignity of character, which must 
command a certain sSiare of re^ct. That the act 
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?wideh g9,ye them the lands of the kingdom was an 
'unparalleled pablic robbery, and the most atrocious 
mstance of unprincipled spoliation recorded in any 
history, nobody can question. Few, however, felt 
any scmples at the period ; the country they deemed 
was theirs by right of conquest^-a right wnich they 
supposed to give them absolute authority orer the 
lives and properties of the vanquished. The suf- 
ferers were papists, and they had been taught to 
look on them as idolatrous blasphemers, whose pun* 
is'hinent was an acceptable service in the sight of 
heaven. There were some, however, whose con« 
sciences were not deluded 1^ this miserable and 
blasphemous sophistry. Several of the soldiers re* 
stored their lots to the original proprietors for a 
trifling consideration, or generously bestowed it as 
a present. Others sold their lots to their officers ; 
and the writer has frequently seen the muster-rolls 
of the troops that had assigned their grants to their 
captains, gratuitously, or for a trifling recompense. 
Tradition, in many instances, records that the offi- 
cers married the heiresses of the estates which they 
had been granted. And this is not improbable; 
for so many of the nobility and gentry had either 
fallen in the war, or ^ne into exile, that the right 
of inheritance must in countless instances have 
vested in females. 

The land, however, seemed likely to be useless for 
want of cultivators. The Cromwellians had shown 
little mercy during the war, and massacred the 
wretched peasantry by thousands ; others they had 
transported as slaves to the plantations ; numbers, as 
we have already seen, had entered into the service 
of foreign potentates.* The design of shutting up 

* TbB poMUiUi themnlTw migiwA all bopet of tilb w1i«n tti0T Ml 
into tbe hands of the puiiuns. The following anecdote, related by 
Ludlow In his Memolra, will probably auKKaat roieotiona dilftrent flrom 
wat made by the narrator:—" Being on my march on the other side of 
Neoafh, an adranced party ftmnd two of the rebelSt one of whom was 
klUed by tba (oavd heftrt I eame np to them; the other waa aavad : 
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the miserable remnant in Connaught was laid aside « 
they were kept as bondsmen and slaves to the newr 
proprietors; and treated as the Gibeonites had been 
by Joshua. The CromweUians ruled their wretched, 
serfs with a rod of iron : they looked upon them as 
an inferior species, a degraded caste, with whom they 
could not feel sympathy. The very name of Irish 
was. with them and their descendants an expression 
of contempt, associated with ideas of intellectual and 
moral degradation. The peasants were forbidden to 
leave their parishes without permission; and strictly 
prohibited from assembling for religious worship, or 
on any other purpose. The Catholic clergy were 
ordered to quit the country ,^ under pain of death ; 
and it was declared a capital offence to celebrate 
mass, or perform any of the ceremonies of Romish 
worship. Still there were a faithful few who lin- 
gered near their beloved congregations, and in spite 
of the (earful hazard, afforded their flocks the conso* 
lation of religion. They exercised their ministry in 
dens and caves ; in the wild fastnesses of the moan-* 
tains, and in the deserted bogs. The Cromwellians 
learned that the abominations of popery were still 
continued in the land, and employed blood-hounds 
to track the haunts of these devoted men. During 
the latter part of the seventeenth, and the early part 
of the eighteenth century, priest-hunting was a fa- 
vourite field-sport in Ireland. 

The character of the rude soldiers was soon 
changed by the possession of property* Enthusi- 
asm did not become extinct, but it was strangely 
mixed with more than an ordinary share of worldly 
prudence. This was first evidenced by the readit>es8 
with which the Irish army concurred in Cromwell's 
usurpation. Originally t^e most hostile to his de- 
signs, they suddenly discovered that his success was 

BQd being bronght b«fore me at Portumna, and I asking him triie bad a 
mind to be banged 7 he only answered, If you please /—so obstinately 
«ta(»id were many of tbeae poor cteatviTeaJ'-^Ludlow, vol. i. 398. 
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essential to the secnritj of their new posaeasionai 

and tliey willingly exerted themselves to invest him 

^veitli despotic power. Ludlow, who was a consistent 

rep\il3lican, would have made some resistance, but 

found himself totally unsupported ; and when Henry 

Oromwell.came over to sound the feelingfs of the sol* 

cLier^, he found the great majority zealously attached 

to Ill s father's interests. 

T^e original CromwelUans were as much opposed 
to the chui'ch of England a» to the church of Rome. 
'Prelacy was, in their view, an abomination second 
only to papacy; and they turned the estabhshed 
olergy out of the churches without scruple. Many 
of them set up conventicles in different parts of the 
country, some of which remain to this day; others 
t»ecame Quakers ; and others adopted some nonde- 
script form of worsliip, from the thousand and one 
sects that sprang up in England during the excite- 
ment of the civil war. The rigid and ascetic prin- 
ciples of these fanatics soOn yielded to the influence 
of property, and the enlivening effects of a genial 
climate. Though traces of the " old covenanting 
leaven''' may still be found in the Protestantism of 
Ireland, it is certain that rigid morals and severe 
manners soon disappeared. In the reign of Charles 
II. the CromwelUans found an alliance with the 
church necessary for their interests, and quickly laid 
aside their scruples, and their dread of episcopacy. 
As new generations arose, the alliance between the 
established church and the descendants of the puri- 
tans became closer, and both joined in compelling 
the peasantry to pay for the support of the church. 
But the Croniwellians, though liberal enough with 
the tithes of the cultivators, were by no means in- 
clined to pay any thing ^out of their own pocket; 
and when the parsons applied for the tithe of agist- 
ment, which fell exclusively on the gentry, they 
were suddenly stopped by a vote of the Irish par- 
liament, whi^ declared that such a demand was 

E8 
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destructive of the Protestant interest ; and this vote 
had all the effect of an act of the legislature down. ^ 
to the time of the Union, when it was sanctioned 
by a positive law, and formed part of the bribe paid, 
to the country gentlemen for sanctioning that mea- 
sure. ' Even during the protectorate, we find many 
of the puritanical pamphlets complaining of the <* sad 
falling-off among the brethren of Ireland;" but be- 
fore half a century had been completed, the apos- 
tacy was perfect, and the English sectarians ceased 
to regard the Irish Protestants as possessing any 
share of that sanctity for which the original level- 
lers were so remarkable. " I have eaten with them* 
^rank with them, played with them, fought with 
them — ^but I never prayed with them," is the de» 
scription given of the children of those puritans 
who had settled in Ireland, by an English visiter, 
descended himself from the samts of Cromwell, but 
unfortunately perverted by the sinners of a later 
generation. 

The administration of justice was established on 
very simple principles; for the courts generally re- 
sembled those of a Turkish cadi, where the presi- 
dent is at once judge and jury. It is not, however, 
' true, as has been asserted by some zealous Irishmen, 
that Cromwell systematically laboured to corrupt the 
bench. He certainly appointed several judges who 
were scarcely fit to hold the situation of tipstaff in 
their own courts ; but to this he was forced by ne- 
cessity rather than inclination. The Irish bar was 
of very limited extent, and its members were all 
devoted to the royal cause. The English lawyers, 
indeed, furnished many devoted partisans of parlia- 
ment; but they could not be persuaded to accept 
situations in a country which they looked upon as 
**a howling wilderness." Donnegan, a man who, 
like Sir Matthew Hale in England, had forced respect 
from his political adversaries, was offered the situa^ 
tion of chief-justice ; 'but he preferred an honourable 
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p&werty to holding office under a uenirper* The ftct, 
Iio wever, of such' an offer having been made, proves 
tliat the protector was not anxious to corrupt the 
fountains of justice. The presidency of the courts 
in Manster was given to John Cooke, vrho had been 
employed as solicitor-general for the parliament on 
ttie trial of Charles L, and never did a more upright 
^man sit on the bench. He was hanged as a regicide 
after the Restoration; but his memory is still hal* 
lowed in the traditions of the peasantry, and his pos- 
iterity still reap the fruits of his virtues, in the respect 
dsHown to his descendants. 

Cromwell intrusted the government of Ireland to 
fiis son Henry, and a wiser choice he could not have 
made. Under his administration, the scandalous 
peculation of the commissioners of the forfeited' 
estates was repressed, the violence of the soldiers 
restrained, and legal protection afibrded to the 
peasantry. The lord^eputy made a tour through 
^he island, and formed a just estimate of its natural 
advantages. He was particularly struck with the fine 
harbours and uoble bays on the west coast, which 
afford so many faciUties for commerce, but which 
still remain neglected. He devised several beneficial 
plans for rendering the great resources of Ireland 
available ; but before any steps could be taken for 
their accomplishment the protector died, and a new 
revolution removed Henry from a situation which 
he had filled with equal integrity and ability. It is 
honourable to the character of Henry Cromwell, 
and the officers of the Irish army, that they were 
deeply impressed with the necessity of encouraging 
learning. They purchased, at their own expense, 
the magnificent library of Primate Usher, which his 
heirs-were about to sell by auction* and kept it for a 
second college, which they intended to found in Dub- 
lin; but after the Restoration, this, with many other 
useful projects, iwas laid aside, and this valuable col- 
lection tranf feared to the library of Trinity CoUegie. 
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The protector has the merit of having first pi 
Jected the union of the Irish and Enghsh legisla- 
tures. In his " Instrument of Government," it wsls ] 
provided tlrat Ireland should be represented by thirty 
members in the Imperial Parliament ; but unfortu- 
nately he never put the plan into execution ; and his 
successors ^ere not sensible of its advantages. In 
fine, the Cromwellian administration may fairly chal- 
lenge a comparison with the best of those by which 
it was preceded, and with many of those that fol- 
lowed, so far as the supreme government was con- 
cerned .; but the local magistracies were of necessity 
intrusted to men wholly unfitted for responsible situ- 
ations. There are no materials for a history of Ire- 
land under the protectorate. The puritans were not 
a literary people, and were too much occupied in 
securing their new estates to write. The few sketches 
given have been chiefly derived from contemporary 
pamphlets, from collections of old letters preserved 
by a few families, and from tradition. It would 
have been easy to have drawn the picture in darker 
colours, and to have added traits of ferocious fanati- 
cism, sometimes ludicrous and sometimes disgust- 
ing ; but the exposure of the follies of religious en- 
thusiasm may be easily confounded with attacks on 
religion itself— may oflend the sincerely pious, and 
furnish new weapons of attack to the promne. We 
have therefore touched these subjects as lightly as 
possible. Perhaps, however, enough has been said 
to enable the reader to form some idea of the Crom- 
wellian aristocracy, which, until very lately, under 
the title of the English party, or " the Protestant 
ascendency," monopolized the government of Ire- ' 
land. 

On the death of Oliver, Richard Cromwell became 
lord protector, and, though ably supported by his 
brother, soon felt the reins of government slipping 
from his hands. After his resignation, the parlia- 
ment, dreading tb« abilitieii of Henry Cromwell, 
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feterminad to remore him from the goremment, 

and, imaginiiig that he would make a struggle to 

preserve his authority, sent over Sir Hardress Wal* 

ier, i7(4th orders to surprise the castle of Dublin. 

But Henry Cromwell was too wise and too good to 

enter into any contest for the possession of power. 

He at once resigned his office, and retired to a small 

liouse in the Phcenix Park. With such little regard 

to his own private interest had this upright man 

adaiinistered the government, that he was detained 

some time by the want of a sufficient sum to pay 

the expenses of his passage to England. The new 

g'overnment had scarcely been installedt^^ when an 

unexpected revolution occurred, which terminated 

in the restoration of the royal authority, under cir- 

eunistances that can scarcely be paralleled in the 

annais of any age or nation. 



CHAPTER V. 

The IU$toratiatt—Tlu King** IkdtiraUon, 

A. D. 1660. — ^It has been already stated, that the 
Irish Puritans, after being raised from the rank of 
mercenary soldiers to that of rich landed proprietors, 
began to display more wisdom and prudence than is 
usually found connected with enthusiasm. Several 
of the leaders became convinced, that their darling 
scheme of a republic was no longer practicable ; and 
though they had formerly denounced monarchy as 
inconsistent with the sovereignty of the Deity, they 
began now to discover that regal authority was 
necessary to the completion of their security. At 
the head of this party was Lord Broghill, a nobleman 
who had only joined Cromwell from private motives, 
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and WHO seems, under all circumstances, to havie 
preserved his attachment to monarchy.* During 
the king's exile, he maintained a confidential corre- 
spondence with Ormond and others of the royal 
council, and used all his influence with Cromwell to 
procure favour and protection for the cavaliers. 
His first associate was Coote, the most unprincipled 
and sanguinary of the parliamentary leaders; but 
though his hands were still red with the slaughter 
of the king's friends, Coote entered into the scheme 
of restoration with a violent zeal, which threatened 
to ruin the plot by precipitating the attempt. The 
conspirators were soon joined by Lord Montgomery, 
Sir Theophilus Jones, Sir Oliver St. George, Sir 
Audley Mervyn, and other distinguished puritans; 
but the suspicions of the parliamentary commis- 
sioners were awakened, and Broghill was subjected 
to a strict examination. His profound dissimulation 
saved him. He denounced monarchy as a ** ruinous 

* The ftllAwlng anecdote is related very eirenmetanttally by Maurice, 
an historian of some authority. From some of his friends in the exiled 
court, Broghill learned that Charles admired jhe personal charms of tb» 
Lady Frances, CromwelPs daughter, and was by no means averse to an 
alliance with her. Having obtained the king's permission to sound the 
protector on the subject, BroglMll communicated the i^atter to Cromwell's 
wire and daughter, and then caused a rumonr of it to be spread abrcKad 
in London. Soon after- he presented himself to Cromwell, and beinz 
aaked, *' What news in the city VJ after some affected delay, rejriiei^ 
'* Everyone reports that you are about to give your daughter Frances to 
the king.'*^" Well," asked Cromwell, "and wliat do the fools think of 
itr— ** All like it, and 1 think it the wisest thing you can do, if it can 
be accomplished.'* Cromwell, who had first looked upon the matter as 
a Jest, now began to view it in a more serious light, and asked, " Do 
you really think so too V Broghill availed himself of the opening, and 
urged the measure by some very powerful reasons. Cromwell beard 
him with great attention ; and when he had concluded, paced the apart^ 
ment in silence, obviously agitated by violent emotions. At length, 
tirning to Broghill, he said, *' The king would never forgive m» the 
death of his fltther." Broghill was aft-aid to confess that be had already 
commenced a negotiation ; but promised to use every exertion to eflbet 
a reconciliation. Cromwell, however, still repeated, ** The king euintiL 
and will not, forgive the death of his fmher." Broghill then retired, and 
having informed Cromwell's wife and daughter of his fkilnre, begged 
tbat they would exert their influence ; but the despair of obtaining sin- 
cere (brgiveaeaa rendered the protector deaf to tbeir remonttranoef and 
antreaties. 
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wickedness ;" aTerred that he would sooner die than 
give "the Lord^s heritage to strangers;** and was 
scarcely dismissed when he prepared for the instant 
execution of his designs. The towns which had so 
opportunely revolted to Cromwell, were now the 
first to declare for Charles. He was proclaimed at 
Yonghal, Bandon, and Kinsale, am La the loudest 
acclamations. Galway was secured by Coote, and 
a sudden attack gave the confederates possession 
of Dublin. Sir Hardress Waller, having been one 
of the late king's judges, had reason to fear that this 
change would terminate in his destruction, and 
therefore resisted it most obstinately; but he was 
besieged in the castle of Pul^lin, and being forced to 
surrender in a few days, was sent as a prisoner to 
England. Ludlow, on the first news of these events, 
hastened over to resume the government of Ireland 
and restore the commonwealth; but, when he arrived 
in the bay of Dublin, he found that orders had been 
issued for his arrest, and he therefore retired to 
Duncannon, the governor of which still continued 
faithful to the. parliament. All the exertions, how- 
ever* of this zealous repubUcan were unavailing. 
The CromwelUans were not to be checked in their 
new career of loyalty; and Ludlow returned to 
London, where the equivocal proceedings of Monk 
had begun to give general alarm. 

A convention was summoned to meet in Dublin ; 
and the king's declaration at Breda being presented 
to this assembly, it was received with the most tu- 
multuous joy. A present o f twenty thousand pounds 
to the king, four thousand to the Duke of York, and 
two thousand to the Duke of Gloucester, was voted 
by acclamation ; and BroghilPs prudent proposal to 
make some conditions with the new sovereign was 
rejected. An' invitation to Ireland was sent to 
Charles, which would ha,ve been accepted, but for 
the new revolution which Monk effectea in England. 
On the Sdth of M.ay, Charles was restored to the 
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throne of his ancestors ; and the British common^ 
wealth ceased to exist. 

The condition of Ireland at the Restoration was 
the most extraordinary possible. The old inhabit* 
ants and the new adventurers, the Catholics aud the 
Protestants, hated each other most cordially; and 
there was scarcely less animosity between the dil^ 
ferent sects into which the Protestants were divided. 
The Catholics were naturally the most impatient. 
They hoped now to recover the estates which they 
had lost by their fidelity to the monarch that had 
been just restored ; and those who had been declared 
innocent by Crom weir were foremost in demanding 
restoration of their property. A few more violent 
than the rest did not wait for tedious forms of law, 
and at once ejected the intruders from their lands; 
and thus afforded their enemies a pretext, of which 
they were not slow in availing themselves. The cry 
of a new rebellion was raised. Agents were sent 
over to England, where every report unfavourable to 
the Irish was then received with peculiar aviditVr 
and such was the effect of ^e clamour^ that in the 
act of indemtiity, all who had at any time aided or 
abetted the Irish rebellion, were expressly excluded. 
Another clause enacted, that no estates disposed of 
by the parliament or convention should be restored 
to the original proprietors ; and it was not without 
the fiercest opposition that an exception was inserted 
of " the Marquis of Ormond, and other Protestants 
of Ireland." 

The provisional government which the puritans 
had established in Dublin, rigorously put in force 
the most severe ordinance^ which had been issued 
against the Catholics. They were not sdlowed to 
quit their places of residence without special per- 
mission. All assemblies of the gentry were strictly 
prohibited, and every e/Fort made to prevent their 
electing agents to lay their just claims^ before the 
king* These afbitrary exertions were powerfidiy 
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seconded by the English parliament, anxions at once 
to retain its usurped authority oyer Ireland, and to 
preserve the support of a powerful body of adherents, 
in case of any future contest with the crown. Tlie 
king had no sooner arrived in London, than addresses 
w^ere sent up by both Houses of Parliament^ repre- 
senting the dangers to be dreaded from the violence 
of certain natives of Ireland; and Charles was 
obliged to issue a proclamation for apprehending 
Irish rebels, and for securing all adventurers and 
soldiers in the possession of the lands they then 
held, until legally evicted, or his majesty, by advice 
of parliament, should take further order therein. 

The case of the Irish Catholics has been so stu- 
diously and atrociously misrepresented, that a brief 
statement of the leading particulars is necessary* 
The imputed massacre of the Protestants has always 
been the excuse urged for the extensive spoliation 
to which they were subjected ; and yet a moments 
examination win suffice to show, that this massacre, 
whether real or fictitious, has nothing whatever to 
do with the question. The murders that have been 
so often metitioned were all committed in the north 
by the people of Ulster, before any of the confede- 
rate Catholics had taken up arms. The forfeited 
lands lay principally in Leinster and Munster ; and 
their proprietors not only had no share in the alleged 
atrocities, but denounced them in the severest terms.* 
The war of the confederates was in no sense of the 
word a rebellion. The Lords of the Pale took up 
arms to defend themselves, and the cause of their 
king and country, against the unprincipled Parsons^ 

* This argament waa anawarad, then andainee, by a moat aatonnding 
axaraple of *' the aoptaiara of name." It was gravely urged, that, aa 
some Irish papists had committed murders, all Irish papiata were in- 
▼otved in the'gaitt, and liable ^ the penalties. This convenient mode of 
arguing flt»m individuals te classes, in apiie of Aristotle, is not peculiar 
to Ireland ; bat it certainly has prevailed then more extensively, and fbr 
a longer time, than in any other country. The use of U, indeedy ia not 
avaa yetdiscontlBued. 

Vol, II-— F 



62 HlflTORV OF IRELAND. 

^nd his vile supporters. During the entire contest^ 
they professed a zealous attachment to the royal 
cause, and were ready to support the king with their 
lives and properties* The war which had been pro- 
tracted by the artifices of Ormond, prevented them 
from giving Charles such efficient assistance in- his 
contest with the parliament as they eagerly desired; 
but after the peace, or rather truce, of 1646, they 
had sent Mm aids both of men and money. Two 
solemn treaties, in 1646 and 1648, had been concluded 
between them and their sovereign, by which they 
were promised security for their religion, liberty, and 

Eroperty. In consideration of these promises, they 
ad boldly maintained their sovereign's right against 
Cromwell, as long as they possessed the means of 
resistance, and rejected the authority of the usurper, 
even after England and Scotland had acknowledged 
his sway. The loss of their estates was, in fact, 
the consequence of their desperate fidelity; for they 
might easily hAve secured them by early submission 
to the English parliament. 

It is doubtful whether Charles had the power of 
doing justice to these men : it is certain that he had 
not the inclination. Ormond persuaded him that 
the puritans had unconsciously done him a great ser- 
vice by establishing an English interest in Ireland^ 
and accomplishing the favourite schemes of his 
father and grandmther, — an extensive plantation. 
He easily showed that the new proprietors would 
be more subservient than the rightful owners, as 
the existence of their property entirely depended on 
their support of the government ; and proved how 
much more valuable were subjects ready to purchase 
favour than those who possessed weighty claims on 
gratitude. None of the Stuarls were remarkable for 
preferring principles to policy ; and Charles was 
troubled with fewer scruples than any of them. He 
saw that to act justly was a work of difficulty and 
danger, and one in which virtue should be its own 
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reward; but an iniquitous course he knew to be 
safe and profitable, and his choice was instantly 
decided. 

Though Chfrles had not yet become the pensioner 
and hireling or France, he was in some oegree al- 
ready dependent upon the French king, who advo- 
cated the cause of the Irish Catholics. The queen- 
mother, and other influential personageb, also were 
disposed to view them with favour ; and not a few 
of them, who had accompanied the king into exile, 
and served him faithfully under all calamities, had 
personal claims on his regard. The Protestant offi- 
cers, who had served under Ormond previous to the 
peace, whom Cromwell had refused to pay, clam- 
oured for their arrears ; and the king was forced by 
irresistible circumstances to undertake the perplex- 
ing task of making some arrangement of the affairs 
of Ireland. Various plans were prooosed and ex- 
amined in the privy-council, and rejected as imprac- 
ticable. The council, indeed, had resolved as a pre- 
liminary that the Cromwellians Should be secured 
in their possessions ; and the only difficulty was, 
how the claims of others should be satisfied. At 
length, a scheme was devised by Lord Broghill, now 
created Earl of Orrery, Sir John Clotworthy, and 
Sir Arthur Mervyn, by which the forfeited lands not 
belonging to the Cromwellians should be formed 
into a common stock, from which the innocent or' 
meritorious Irish might be compensated, or reprised^ 
as it was termed. Charles eagerly embraced a plan 
that promised to relieve him from his embarrassment, 
and published his celebrated declaration for the set- 
tlement of Ireland. 

The first two clauses of this declaration confirm 
the adventurers and soldiers in the possession of all 
lands, except such as had belonged to the church, 
which had been assigned them for money advanced, 
or arrears of pay. Officers who had served in the 
jroyal army before June, 1649, were to receive lands 
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as a satisfaction for their arrears, at the rate of twelve 
and sixpence in the pound, and an equal dividend 
of whatever should remain of their security. Prot- 
estants, whose estates had been given to adventurers, 
were to be restored, and the adventurers reprised, 
without bein^ accountable for the mesne profits. 
Innocent papists were to be restored, and the per- 
sons in possession of their land reprised ; but no 
papist was to be restored to an estate lying within a 
corporate town, for it was deemed necessary to keep 
all the corporations in the hands of Protestants. 
Such persons, however, were to be reprised in the 
neighbourhood. Papists who had submitted to the 
Cromwellian arrangement, and taken lands in Con- 
naught, were to be bound thereby, and not relieved 
from their own act. Those who had joined the 
king in his exile, and served under his banners, were 
to be restored to their estates, but not until the per- 
sons in possession had been reprised. Additional 
grants were made to Ormond and Inchiquin, who 
had been restored to their estates by an act of the 
English parliament. Grants of forfeited lands were 
made to Monk, Di^ke of Albemarle, and some others; 
and thirty-six of the Irish nobility and gentry, spe- 
cially named as objects -of his majesty*s peculiar 
favour, were ^ordered to be restofed, on the same 
conditions as those who had served under the royal 
ensigns abroad. Those who had not been assigned 
lands in Connaught were to be restored first, and 
the rest in the order of the establishment of their 
innocency. The settlement was to be confirmed by 
a parliament, promised to be summoned speedily, 
and acts of oblivion and indemnity to be then passed. 
His majesty accepted, as a free gift from the adven- 
turers and soldiers, half of their rent for two years, 
to be applied to his service, and that of eminent suf- 
ferers in his cause. Those who had contrived the 
seizure of the castle of Dublin, and all who had a 
share in the trial and execution of the late king, were 
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-exclticled from the benefit of the declaration. Lands 
belonging to corporations were to be restored, and 
"the possessors reprised. 

The Protjcstant royalists complained bitterly of the 
<;lause which sentenced them to receive only a com- 
position for their arrears^ while the Cromwellians, 
the enemies of the king, received full payment. 
They asserted, and not without justice, that his 
majesty had sacrificed his most faithful friends to 
ills most inveterate enemies. The Catholics were, 
with as much reason, indignant at finding that the 
restitution of their estates was to be delayed until 
those in possession had been reprised. But when 
they found that the commissioners for executing 
the declaration were men bound to the adventurers 
and soldiers by interest and inclination, and that 
the instructions given to these commissioners were 
framed in a spirit most hostile to the Irish, they were 
filled with melancholy apprehensions. The quaUfi- 
cations of innocence are supposed to have been 
framed by Ormond, and were studiously contrived to 
prevent any of that nation, from obtaimng a sentence 
of acquittal. 

No man was to be restored as an innocent papist, 
who, at or before the cessation of the year 1643, had 
been of the royal party, or lived within the quarters ' 
of the confederate Catholics, except the inhabitants 
of Cork and Youghal, who had been forcibly ex- 
pelled from their habitations, and driven into the 
hostile lines by the fanatics that had settled in these 
towns. No man was to be deemed innocent-^who 
had actively engaged in the confederacy before the 
peace of 1648, or who had adhered io the nuncio, 
the clergy, or the papal power, in opposition to the 
royal authority ; or who, having been excommuni- 
cated for his adherence to that authority, had ac- 
knowledged himself an oflfender, and obtained abso- 
lution. Whoever derived his title from persons 
guilty of these crimes — whoever claimed his estate on 
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the articles ofwace^ and thus acknowledged his coiu 
currence in the rebellion — whoever in the English 
quarters had held correspondence with the confede- 
rates, or sat in their councils, or acted under their 
commission — whoever employed agents to treat with 
any foreign power for bringing forces into Ireland, 
or acted in such negotiations, or harassed the coun- 
try as " Tories*' (a name given to the independent 
guerilla parties), before the departure of the Marquis 
of Clanncarde, — were alllp be considered as despe- 
rate rebels, and incapable of restitution. 

It is not necessary to contrast these dociiments 
with the indulgence shown to the republicans and 
regicides, in order to point out their monstrous ini- 
quity. No person who has carefully read the most 
prejudiced narrative of the civil war can hesitate to 
confess that they exhibit an utter disregard of even 
the appearance of justice. The article that sentenced 
those to forfeiture who had resided within the lines 
of the confederates was especially remarkable ; for 
it was notorious that the lords-justices would not 
permit the Catholic gentry to reside anywhere else, 
and had issued proclamations banishing, on pain of 
death, all those who sought refuge in Dublin. 

The parliament and the people of England, on the 
other hand, regarded the declarations as too favour- 
able to the papists! Taken individually, there is 
not on the earth a more noble and generous people 
than the English ; but taken collectively, there are 
few that have committed grosser acts of national 
injustice. Appeals made to their pride, their pas- 
sion, or their prejudice, have frequently been found 
more effectual than a calm address to their honour 
or their generosity. It was the same in the free 
states of antiquity, and appears to be part of the pen- 
alty paid for freedom. The Athenians plundered 
the islands of the iEgean without scruple ; the Ro- 
mans seized on the Arician lands without coode- 
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ending to produce the shadow of a claim ; and the 
Ing-lish believed that in disposing of the lands of Ire- 
land they gave away what was absolutely their own* 
T*he very peasants spoke of the coantry at our king- 
dom of Ireland, jnst as, in the beginning of the 
American war, they talked of our colonies; and 
there was not- one who did not feel himself elevated 
in his own opinion by this fancied participation in 
sovereignty over another people. It was also a set- 
tled maxim in what may be called the political econ- 
omy of the day, that Ireland should be systematically 
depressed, in order to prevent her from becoming a 
formidable rival of England. Her great natural re- 
sources, her fertile soil, her noble rivers, her capa- 
cious harbours, were viewed with jealousy and sus- 
picion, as means of securing future independence, 
and raising her to an eminence that would eclipse 
the glory of her illustrious rival. The puritans 
promised to avert this terrible consummation. They 
offered, if their ascendency was secured, to crush the 
energies of Ireland, to Tender the bounties of Provi- 
dence unavailing, to produce wretchedness where 
God had given plenty, and to spread desolation 
where Nature had created a'paradise. The English 
accepted the offer, and the Cromwellians kept their 
promise to the letter. 

A. D. 1661. — ^The new parliament that met in 
I>i]d)lin was composed of the most heterogeneous 
materials. The House of Lords contained the shat- 
tered remnant of the ancient nobility — ^a body of 
men that might then challenge comparison with the 
proudest aristocracy in Europe. But the House of 
Commons consisted of the soldiers and adventurers 
who had seized on the corporations — ^men that had 
risen from the very lowest ranks, and were perfectly 
ignorant of the most ordinary usages of civilized so- 
ciety. The most whimsical and extraordinary anec- 
dotes are traditionally told of the strange exhibitions 
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made by these men as magistrates^ and country 
gentlemen ; but they were themselves perfectly nn- 
conscious of their deficiencies. Spiritual pride and 
consummate impudence, founded equally on ignn- 
rance and self-siifficiency, brought them through all 
the scrapes in which they were frequently involved, 
whenever they came into contact with the crown 
or the Upper House. One of the first objects that 
engaged the attention of the new parliament was 
the restoration of the Established Church, which, it 
was supposed, would encounter the most determined 
opposition. But Ormond, by whose advice the gov- 
ernment was chiefly directed, had a plan for over- 
coming the scruples of the puritans which was found 
of wondrous efficacy. He brought on the question 
of the church establishment prior to the considera- 
tion of the settlement of estates: and the puritans, 
more careful of their new lands than their old prin- 
ciples, cheerfully assented to the revival of prelacy 
and the liturgy, the destruction of which had been 
their primary object in taking up arms against their 
sovereign. With eqiisd readiness they concurred in 
censuring their own old ** solemn league and cove- 
nant,*' and in condemning their former oaths of as- 
•sociation. Their next proceeding was a curious 
«ample of the kind of justice that the new ascendency 
desired to establish. They voted an address to the 
iords-justices that the term should be adjourned and 

* One, if for nothing but its Ingenitity, deserves to be recorded. A 
■^vorthy magistrate, having occasion to write the vvord ** usage,** ooi^ 
trived to spell it without using a single letter of the original word ; his 
improved orthography was yowzitch. Vllien some remarks were made 
on similar feats, be averred that *' nobody could spell with pens mads 
fh>m the qtlills of Irish geese !" The followiiig letter, ascribed to tha 
jame worthy, Js said to be sUll in existence. 

*' Dkbr Jobk, 
*( I sind you 3 pups fhr your 2 sisters, which are S bitches. 
- "lam, 

** Tour brethren in the Lord, 

*< QtuiU, JviiM9ih 1663." 
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the courts of lawshut up, in order to prevent the 
reversal of outlawries and the ejectment of adven- 
turers or soldiers before their titles should be ad- 
justed by statute. The House of Lords refused, at 
first, to assent to such an open violation of the con- 
stitution ; but they were finally persuaded to concur 
in the address; and the lords-justices complied with 
the request. 

A few Roman Catholics had been returned to this 
parliament by the counties, and one or two boroughs 
that still retained their affections for the ** old fami- 
lies.'' The presence even of these gave great pain 
to the puritans ; they believed themselves polluted 
by coming into contact with the idolatrous papists, 
and determined on their removal. A bill for impos- 
ing an oath of qualification was hastily prepared ; 
but it was unceremoniously rejected bv the English 
privy council. They next attempted to exclude 
them by a vpte of the house, declaring that all the 
members should take the oath of supremacy, and 
recei%'e the sacrament from the hands of the pnmate; 
but the lords-justices condemned the resolution as 
an invasion of the royal prerogative; This notable 
attempt to degrade a solemn ordinance of religion is 
the more remarkable, as the majority of those who 
voted for it were themselves at he^rt dissenters, and 
believed the sacraments of the Church of England 
impure and unchiistian. Disappointed in their ef- 
forts, the puritans lost their temper, and exclaimed 
violently against the unreasonable partiality of the 
government to papists. With more prudence they 
had recourse to a policy which, under similar cir- 
cumstances, has been frequently found effective in 
Ireland. They revived the rumours of plots and 
conspiracies, averred that the papists were on tl^e 
point of raising a new insurrection, and by this 
means contrived to cover the obnoxious party with 
additional odium, at a time that they had to contend 
with them for their estates. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

The Acts cf Settlenunt and SxpUmation. 

Ths great business of the Irish parliament was the 
formation' of an act for the settlement of the king-- 
dom pursuant to the king's declaration. In the 
House o€ Commons it was resolved to adhere strictly 
to the terms of that instrument, which had been 
worded so as to exclude almost all the Irish ; bat 
the lords would by no mean» concur in such a deter- 
mination. They natiirally sympathized with the 
ancient gentry of the land, and felt indignant at see- 
ing their properties usurped by men of low extrac- 
tion, by whose vulgarity they were disgusted, by 
whose presumption they were subjected to annoy- 
ance and insult. At the head of those who deter- 
mined to do something for the old proprietors stood 
the Earl of KUdare, a nobleman possessing the old 
undaunted spirit of the Geraldines— strong in hered- 
itary power and historic nariie^-fortified by exten- 
sive connexions-"- and supported by Ormond, now a * 
duke, whose proxy he held. The principal object 
to which the attention of this party was directed 
was the enlai^ement of the fund for reprisals. It 
was found that the commissioners had been guilty 
of the most scandalous practices in granting these; 
that they had rejected the claims of those whom the 
king had nominated, and those who served under 
his ensigns abroad and shared the calamities of his 
exile, under pretence that there was no means of 
reprising the present possessors ; and that they had 
clandestinely granted the lands allotted for reprisals 
to their particular friends. The lords insisted on a 
d^i^^ for the revocation of these fraudulent grants* 
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Another and more important clause tended greatly 
to diminish the claims of the adventurers. The 
JBng^lish parliament, not content with their lavish 
distribution of the lands of Ireland by the 17th of 
Charles I.,* acted on what they called the Doubling' 
Ordinance, This document declared that whoever 
advanced one«fourth more than his original adven* 
ture should have the whole doubled on account, 
and receive lands as if the double sum had been ac* 
tuaUy paid ; and that, if the adventurer refused to 
advance this fourth, any other person, on paying it, 
should reap the same advantage on repaying the 
adventurer the sum he had originally advanced f 
Sir John Clotworthy, who had been lately created 
Lord Massarene, was a prime agent in procuring the 
enactment of this ordinance. He had, at the time, 
purchased up the shares of several adventurers ; and 
he now zealously contended that the king was 
bound by the terms of the agreement. Kildare re- 
plied that this ordinance could not be considered of 
the same validity as an act of parliament ; that the 
money raised in obedience to it had been used to pay 
the English army then fighting against the king: 
and that it was absurd to require the sacrifice of at 
l^ast one hundred and fifty thousand acres, for which 
' no consideration whatever had been received. In 
spite of Massarene's opposition, Kildare's clause, en- 
acting that the adventurers should be satisfied only 
for the money advanced, and no more, was carried. 
The heads of the bill were at length finally deter- 
mined. A copy was laid before the lords-Justices, 
and by them transmitted to England : whither went 
also commissioners from both houses of parliament, 
and accredited agents, to plead the cause of the Irish 
Catholics. 

Iiondon became now the scene of the intrigues by 
which the fa^e of Irish property was to be decided. 

* Sm t}i» '^HBDMDocnwat of tbit yoliuiw. 
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The adventureis and soldiers raised a considc 

sum of money to bribe the English council; a«< 
the Irish Hoase of Commons had secured the favooL, 
of the Duke of Ormond by voting him a present of 
thirty thousand pounds. A stronger ground of hope 
was the favour of the English people, now lutty 
awakened to the importance of the contest, and 
more prejudiced than ever against the Irish and the 
papists by the mass of calumnies which, through 
the means of their numerous friends and relatives, 
the Cromwellians zealously circulated throughout 
England. The Irish had neither money nor friends ; 
nor did they atone for this deficiency by patience or 
prudence. Ormond, anxious to secure an interest 
with all parties, judiciously advised them to assume 
an humble tone, to appeal to the king's mercy, and 
to win favour by promises of future submissive be- 
haviour. The Irish suspected the duke's sincerity, 
and so far were perfectly right ; but they rejected 
his advice and spumed his assistance, in which 
they were decidedly wrong. With the fatality that 
marked all their measures, they chose as their patron 
Richard Talbot, afterward Earl of Tyrconnel, who 
had been a companion of the king in exile, and was 
a personal friend of the Duke of York, but who on 
this occasion greatly overrated his own influence • 
and that of his patron. The Irish rested their claims 
llpo^ right and justice. They contrasted their un- 
shaken loyalty with the conduct of those who had 
brought their monarch to a scaifold ; and boldly 
claimed the fulfilment Of the articles of p^eace that 
had been estabhshed in 1648. This demand was 
utterly inconsistent with the scheme of establishing 
an English interest in Ireland, of which Charles de- 
clared himself the patron ; and the Irish rightly at- 
tributing this determination to the Duke of Ormond 
sent Talbot to remonstrate with him on the subject 
Talbot expostulated more like a soldier than a states- 
man* He challenged the duke to sin^e combat 
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LOnd had no incliDation to fight; he therefore 
^ ^mplained to the council. Talbot was instantly 
^^oxntmtted to the Tower, and only released on mak- 
^g humble submission. 

This was a bad omen for the Irish, and might hare 
^s(hown them the danger of urging their claims with 
oflTensiye vehemence. But wiey still persevered, 
aJid thus displeased Charles, who looked upon every 
concession made to them as an act of free grace 
sgid favour, and offended tlie privy council, many 
of whom were personally concerned in waging war 
against the late king. In the mean time, the popular 
clamour against the Irish was increased by every 
artifice that avarice and maUgnity could devise ; and 
as the English happened just then to labour under 
one of their periodicaf fits of insanity, they were 
easily made the dupes of designing men. Tales the 
most absurd were invented and believed— calumnies 
not merely improbable, but physically impossible, 
were not found too gross for public credulity. The 
lie refuted to-day was simply repeated on the mor- 
row, and met general credence : again it was proved 
false, and again as regularly proclaimed as a fact. 
.Charles had formed his determination from the very 
beginning, and had only protracted the discussion in 
the hope of finding some reasonable pretext for dis- 
missing the Irish claitnants. The Cromwellians saw 
his diMculties, and chance supplied them with the 
means of extrication. One of the agents appointed 
by the Irish was Sir Nicholas Plunket, who had 
taken an active part in the ruinous conferences iait 
Jamestown, and whose name was actually signed to 
the tender of the crown of Ireland to the pope. A 
(kaft of this document, how o)>taihed Heaven only 
knows, was procured by the Cromwelliati agents, 
and laid before the council. Charles affected indig- 
nation and surprise to perfectioh. An order was 
made that no further petitions should be received 
from the Irish, who had been already folly heard; 
Vol. n.— G 
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and Sir Nicholas Plunket was forbidden to aj^ar 
in his majesty's presence. The bill, including^ tbe 
severe qualifications of innocency, received the royal 
sanction, and soon after passed both houses of the 
Irish parliament. 

The public history of this important transaction 
is not very intelligible. It is difficult to discover the 
reasons that induced the king to prefer the enemies 
of the royal authority to those who had been the 
most zealous friends of himself and his family. The 
dread of a new civil war, from the excited feelings 
of the EngUsh people, will scarcely account for the 
readiness with which he consented to . the arrange- 
ment, though it certainly was a very influential mo- 
tive ; and the scheme of establishing an English In^ 
terest in Ireland, could have little charms for a mo- 
narch whose entire reign showed an utter disregard 
of the interests of the nations that were cursed by 
such a ruler. We do not possess any secret memoirs 
of the early part of this disgraceful reign ; and the 
private documents that have been collected are so 
filled with notorious falsehoods, that we cannot place 
confidence in a single statement that they contain. 
Indolence, and an anxiety to put an end to perplexing 
contests, was probably the principal cause of his. 
precipitate decision.* y 

Besides confirming and extending the declaration 
and instructions, and providing for the appointment 
of commissioners to hear and decide claims, the act 
provided for the restoration of all church lands, and 
therestates of Trinity College. Power was given to 
the commissioners, during seven years, to plant Pro- 
testant colonies on lands not restored; and they 
were granted full authority to erect another college, 
to be of the University of Dublin, to be c£dled by 

* Some of tbe PitHortant htetorians crarfdy aMifii aa the cmw, and 
the Jnatlficationofthe king's robbery and inaratitude, that, " being a Pro- 
testant king; he could not trust papist sublets ;* and many years have 
not elapsed since snob an argnment would hare been deemed oootia- 
•iTe. But, unfbrtunately for ttaia reasoning, Charl^ was at the time 
•ecntly a papist himself. 



r 






HISTORY OF IRSJsAXD. 75 

naime of the King's College, to be endowed with 
of the yearly value of 2000/., and to be 
■'l^ovemed by such statutes as his majesty should ap- 
point. The two latter clauses have ever since re- 
mained a dead letter. 

The Act of Settlement was received with indig- 
nation by all the parties interested in its operation* 
and by none with fiercer anger than the adventurers 
and soldiers, for whose interests it best prowded. 
Tlie number of the Irish nobility and gentry nomi- 
nated by the king to be restored in fml, as objects 
of special favour, had been increased, which the 
puritans deemed an unpardonable partiality to *' the 
popish interest," as they expressed it, though several 
of the nominees were Protestants. The restoration 
of church property was scarcely less offensive to 
men, who m their secret souls detested prelacy as 
hmch as papacy. And finally, the clause enacting 
that no adventurer should be satisfied for more money 
than he had really advanced, in the language of 
Hotspur, 



•** eomM me tnxiking in, 



- And ents me ttom the beet of all my land, 
A boge balf-moon, a raonetroaa eaatle oat.* 

The royalist Protestant officers found their se- 
curity greatly diminished by some clauses of the 
^ct, especially by several large grants which were 
made to the Earl of Leicester and others. The Irisli 
Catholics complained loudly and justly that they had 
not been heard fully before the council, and that their 
agents had not been consulted in framing the act. 

The only person capable of managing the compli- 
cated affairs of Ireland was the Duke of Ormond. 
He had been the chief instrument in bringing about 
the confusion and disarrangement which prevailed ; 
and on him the task of restoring ord^r necessarily 
devolved. He came over as lord-lieutenant with 
unusual pomp, and was received with great warmth 
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by all parties, each hoping that he would be the ad-' 
y ocate of their claims. The commissioners appointed 
to consider the qualifications of innocency i^ere 
Englishmen ; they had been carefully selected on 
account of their attachment to the cause of Protest* - 
ant ascendency; but they acted with more impar- *, 
tiality than the government either expected or de- \ 
sired. Rigorous as the qualifications of innocency I 
had been made, in the first month of trials thirty- | 
eight were pronounced innocent, and only seven inno- 
cent ; in the second, seven were declared guilty, and 
fifty-three acquitted; in the third, seventy-seven 
were found innocent, and only five condemned. This 
was a result which nobody had anticipated. Or- 
^lond, who had devised the entire plan of the qualifi- 
cations and commissions, was confounded. The 
Cromwellians, fearing that their plunder was about 
to be wrested from their hands, boldly determined tQ 
take up arms. A committee ofthe officers whb had 
served in Cromwell's army met to organize the 
scheme of a general insurrection, and laid apian for 
seizing the castle of Dublin. The House of Com- 
mons was in a violent rage at the probability of 
seeing justice done to the papists. They presented 
an address to the lord-lieutenant, requiring him to 
make the qualifications still more, rigorous, and sug- 
gesting such alterations as would have involved the 
whole Irish party in one sweeping condemnation. 
The whole nouse, with Sir Audley Mervyn the 
speaker at their head, went up with the address; 
and Mervyn, on presenting it, made an inflated 
speech full of dark hints and mysterious warnings, 
prmond received the address very coldly, and gave 
ia very unsatisfactory reply. Mervyn resolved to 
app^sd to the public, and printed his speech. Its 
quaint style and figurative obscurity was not suited 
to the temper of the times, and the prejudices of the 
people; and the government, dreading the effects, 
commenced prosecutions against the pnntets both in 
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J^ndon^and Dublin. The Commons, finding that 

Ebeir directions had not been adopted, passed a reso- 

liation, declaring, ^ that they would apply their ut- 

fmost remedies to prevent and stop tne ffreat and 

manifold prejudices and inconveniences which daily 

did, and were likely to happen to the Protestants of 

Ireland, by the proceedings of the commissioners for 

executing the Act of Settlement.** 

Ormond feared that the puritans would destroy 
their own interests, and determined to save them in 
spite of themselves. He promptly arrested the prin- 
cipal leaders, and issued a proclamation, offering a 
reward for the apprehension of those who had 
escaped. But he did not venture to proceed with too 
much rigour against Protestant rebels ; a few were 
executed, the rest received the king's pardon. The 
firmness of the lord-lieutenant awed the violent 
faction in the House of Commons ; they withdrew 
the obnoxious resolution, but at the same time they 
sent up an address, representing the dangers arising 
from recusants, and from the confluence of priests, 
friars, and Jesuits ; and requested that a proclamation 
should be issued, banishing all popish ecclesiastics 
from the kingdom. 

No less than four thousand claims were entered 
for trial before the commissioners; and from the 
number that had already established their innocency, 
there was reason to dread that the Catholic pro- 
prietors would recover a large portion of their estates. 
This was evaded by a new contrivance. The time 
for the sitting of the commissioners was limited to a 
certain number of days, during which only about 
one-fourth of the claims could be heard ; the court 
then closed, and was never opened afterward. About 
three thousand of the most ancient and respectable 
Irish families were tiius stripped of their property, 
without even the form of a trial, without enjoying a 
privilege not refused to the meanest criminal, that of 
being heard in their own defence. They made 

G3 
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0txon^ and earnest applications to the l^^g for fiff* 
dress ; but Charles, in compliance with the adyice oi 
his counseUors, refused to pay the slightest regard 
to their petitions. Of course, tney were finally ao4 
jbopelessly ruined. 

Every person was wearied out by the protracted 
discussions on Irish affairs : the uncertainty of their 
property, and the expense and trouble entailed on 
them while afiair& remained in this unsc^ttled condi- 
tion, made the contending parties desire any con- 
clusion. The London adventurers offered to resign 
their lands to the king, and to account for the mesne 
profits, on condition of being repaid their principal, 
with compound interest at three per cent. ; the ad- 
venturers and soldiers offered to relax their preten- 
sions, in order to obtain a final settlement ; and the 
fund for reprisals was considerably augmented by 
the discovery of innumerable frauds of which the 
commissioners had been guilty; They had given dis- 
proportionate satisfactions to their own friends, used 
admeasurements scandalously false, and returned 
some of the best land in the kingdom as barren and 
worthless. By the correction of these wrongs, a 
new and considerable addition was made to the stock 
of reprisals; and, under these favourable circum- 
stances, orders were given to prepare the ^ Act of 
Explanation and finsd Arrangement.'* The only 
concessions made to the Cath6lics whose claims had 
not been heard, was, that Ormond was permitted to 
nominate twenty out of the three thousand to here- 
stored to their estates as objects of special favour; 
and even this grace proved so distasteful to those 
who made their zeal for Protestantism a cloak for 
their cupidihr, that Ormond did not ventiire to pre- 
sent the bill to the House of Commons, until he 
had procured the removal of some of the most 
violent members. 

By the Act of Explanation it was provided, that 
all lands and possessions vested in tho king by the 
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I ^et of Setdemei^t skould be freed and discharged 
' fiom siU estates tail, and from all coDveyances made 
I'pefore the 93d of October 1641, by any tenant in 
1^ ItaiL JPer4ons not therefore adjudged innocent^ wer$ 
for ever barred from any claim* The adventurers and 
soldiers to be confirmed within two months. No 
adyenturer, soldier, Forty-nino ofllcer, or Protestant 
purchaser in Connaught or Clare, before the 1st of 
September, 1663, in possession of lands restorable, 
to be^ removed until he should have as much other 
forfeited land set out to him. All deficient adven- 
turers to be satisfied in the same barony or county. 
Protestant oflicers, serving before X649, confirmed m 
lands not already decreed away by the commis- 
sioners. Protestant purchasers from transplanted 
persons to hold two-ttiirds, and no person to be re- 
prised above two-thirds. All lands vested in the 
king, or restored by virtue of any decrees, or by 
this or the former act, subject to quit-rents as in the 
former act, except the lands in Ulster, which were 
to be thenceforth charged at twopence per acre. 
In case of doubts or defects arising or appearing in 
the act, the commissioners might within two years 
after their' next sittinc; acquaint the lord-lieutenant 
and council therewith; and that such order of 
amendment or explanation as they should make in 
writing wit&n the said two years, and enrolled in 
chancery, should be as effectual as if it were part 
of the act. 

In pursuance of this last clause, the commissioners 
proposed certain doubts to the lord-lieutenant and 
council, and an exfdanatory order was issued which 
may be considered part of the act. It declared that 
all estates and possessions which, on the 23d of 
October, 1641, or at any time sioce, belonged to any 
Irish papist, or which had been returned by the civd 
survey or Down survey, as belonging to any Irish 
papist, and which at any time after the 23d of Octo- 
ber, I64I9 were seized pr sequestrated* or vested i^ 
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his majesty upon account of the rebellion (except* 
ing such estates as had been decreed to innocentsi 
and belonged to them on the 23d of October, 1641^ 
and excepting such lands as had been restored to. the 
former proprietors, by some clause in the Acts of 
Settlement and Explanation, and excepting any 
lands for which some judgment or decree was held 
by a Protestant in the late court or pretended court 
of claims, or in any of the four courts before the 
29d of August, 1663), should at all times thereafter, 
in the four courts sitting in Dubhn, and in all courts 
of justice, and in all trials, actions, and suits, both in 
law and equity, as well betweenhis majesty and any 
of his subjects, as between party and party without 
any further proof, should be always construed to 
have been seized, sequestrated, and, from the 23d of 
October aforesaid, forfeited to his majesty without 
any inquisition or office found, &c. And it furthei 
declared, that after the commissioners for executing 
the said acts have adjudged any of the said lands so 
vested in, or forfeited to his majesty^ to any person 
or persons who, by said acts are entitled thereunto, 
and letters-patent should be thereon passed, the 
rights^ titles^ and interests of all persons whatsoever^ 
who had been adjudged innocent, as well such as were 
Protestants as papists,* should he thereby concluded 
and barred for ever, other than such rights and titles 
as should be reserved in the letters-patent, and such 
rights as are the proper act of the party, to whom 
such letters-patent shall be granted, or of those un- 
der whom he claims as heir, executor or adminis- 
trator, and other than such debts, leasee or pay- 
ments, whcreunto the Same are by the said act maae 
liable. It id also provided that the said lands, &c. in 
the said letters-patent contained, should be by the 
said acts confirmed, according to the several estates 

* This apparent impartiality wan a mere delusion ; for no Proteatant 
was required to establisli his qualiflcatioos orinnocency, as appears flrooi 
Cba kinf^i deelaratioo and inatnictioiiaqaDted in a pnoeding poie. 




BISTORT OF mELAlTD. 81 

hy £^ranted against the king, and all other per- 
or bodies political or corporate. And finally 
t all adventurers and soldiers, their heirs and as- 
8, shoald have and enjoy an estate of inheritance 
firfee-siiiiple, in such lands as should he certified to 
belongs to them, unless some lesser estate should be 
therein expressly limited; and that in case such 
lesser estate should be so limited, the party should 
be reprised out of other lands, so as to make up his 
other two-third parts, by the said acts intended to 
Yum, equal in worth and value to others who should 
have estates in fee-simple certified md granted to 
them. 

Sucli were the Acts of Settlement and Explanation, 
whose importance was not overrated by Sir Audley 
Mervyn, when he called them the ** Magna Charta 
of Irish Protestants^" But what were they to the 
Catholics ? What to the Irish nation 1 At least 
two-thirds of the land in the entire country chansed 
masters. The new proprietors felt conscious that 
their claims were not founded in strict justice, and 
were tormented with a sense of insecurity ; they 
looked upon the native Irish as their natural enemies, 
and dreaded every hour some new attempt for the 
recovery^ of the forfeited estates. This dread of 
Tecumption existed within our own memory ; and 
the probability that opening political power to the 
Catholics would lead to si claim for the restoration 
of property, was by no means a weak ailment 
against the concession of Catholic emancipation. 
'Aat these acts had no foundation in justice is evi- 
dent. That they were inconsistent with sound policy 
is almdst equally clear: they caused Ireland to re- 
trograde in every thing that gives a nation value : 
they made her a drain on the wealth of England, 
when, from her natural resources, she might have 
become a source of additional wealth and security : 
they spread through the country a feeling that the 
English are the inveterate enemies of Ireland, which. 
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though it never wa» perfectly jast, and has long sini 
lost even the semblance of justice, is not yet tot 
eradicated. It is difficult to make atonement f<^! 
national injuries deep and long continued. The evS 
extends over the entire surface of society: the 
ffood will only be felt, or at least appreciated, by a 
few individuals. 

The guilt of the Stuarts in thus abandoning to ruin 
innocent men to whom they were bound by eveir 
tie of honour and gratitude, did not go unpunished. 
James II. suffered for the primes of Ids brother, as 
well as for his own follies. If the Cromwellian 
party in Ireland had sunk into the same obscurity 
as their brethren in England, there would probably 
have been no resistance to the despotism of the 
Stuarts: James might have kept his throne, and 
England lost its constitution. But the wise dispen- 
sations of Providence in this instance, as in countless 
others, produced universal good from partial evil* 
The reformed religion and the civil liberties of 
Europe depended then on the preservation of free- 
dom in Enffland ; and, but for the strong support that 
the English patriots possessed in the CroroweUian 
settlement, they probably would have failed in the 
contest. Ireland alone paid the price by which Eu- 
ropean liberties were purchased, though she reaped 
little advantage from their blessings. 

The conduct of the Duke of Ormond in these 
transactions has been the theme of unmeasured 
praise, and equally unmeasured censure. Yet is 
there no point of fact at issue between his advocates 
and his opponents. If for the sake of establishing 
a Protestant interest in Ireland, it was lawful, ana 
even praiseworthy, to commit treachery, fraud, and 
universal robbery, then may we join in all the eulo- 
giums that have been heaped upon him ; but if the 
best end cannot sanctify the worst means, if Mam« 
mon and Moloch be unworthy allies to the cause of 
pure religion, then must we condemn him as one 
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ho sacrificed upright principle to questionable 
licy, and was guilty of atrocious evil to eflfect a 
ubtful good. The roost instructive commentary 
11 his conduct is the simple fact, that before the 
Til -war his estates only yielded him about 7000/. 
per annum ; but after the final settlement, his annual 
jncome was upwards of 80,000/. more than ten times 
Ihe former amount. He felt to the last hour of his 
life a lurking consciousness that the part he had 
acted would not bear a close exammation; and 
iwritlied under the attacks made on him in pamphlets 
by the men he had betrayed and undone. One of 
these, named " The Unkind Deserter,** is distin- 
guished by its superior ability and deep pathos. Th^re 
are few who could read the simple and touching de- 
tails of the writer's statements, without pity for the 
deserted, and indignation against the deserter. Or- 
mond attempted no reply ; he suppressed the book, 
aad threw the printer into prison; but he was afraid 
to give the matter additional publicity, by bringing 
the question into a court of justice. 

There was a time when il; would have been neither 
safe nor prudent to detail the facts recorded in this 
chapter ; but that time is now past for ever. The 
Koman Catholics are now as much interested in 
supporting the Cromwellian settlement as the Prot- 
estants. The vicissitudes of property, especially 
within the last thirty years, have brought into their 
hands an immense share of the lands which their 
ancestors forfeited ; and time has effaced the lineage 
of the ancient proprietors. There is no longer any 

grudential motive for concealing the truth ; and it 
as been therefore told as anlply as our limits would 
permit, and yet not without some feelings of reluc- 
tance ; for the writer, being himself descended from 
Cromwellian settlers, would gladly have given a 
more favourable account of their proceedings, if he 
could have done so with truth. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

3^ Rtign qf Charlet 11. 

A. D. 1666. — ^The restoration of Charles II. pro- 
duced none of the advantages which the JSngUsl 
nation had fondly anticipated, and the prosp^ect oi 
which had induced them to hail that event with such 
rapturous joy. Many of the puritans were driven 
by persecution to seek an asylum in Holland and 
the American plantations. The clergy of -the estalv 
lished church had not unlearned we intolerance 
which had so large a share in causing the late civil 
war ; and their violence drove into exile the most 
valuable, because the most industrious, classes of the 
community. The strength pf the puritans lay in the 
middle ranks — the comfortable farmers, the mer- 
chants, and the opulent tradesmen. On the side of 
the establishment were ranged the highest and lowest 
classes, supported by the entire strength of g^ovem- 
ment. The alliance between the church and state, 
in the reigns of the second Charles and James, rested 
on neither principle nor affection, for both sovereigns 
were, in the worst sense of the word, papists. It 
was a mutual compact for purposes not very honour- 
able to either. The clergy supported despotism and 
arbitrary power, by preachmg the doctrihes of passive 
obedience and non-resistance; and obtained from 
the state in return the power of oppressing the dis- 
senters by acts pf uniformity. The loss of indus- 
trious artisans was further aggravated by the dimi' 
nution of foreign trade, consequent on the war with 
Holland, and the subserviency of the EngHsh court 
to France. To these causes of national distress 
must be added the effects of the plague, and the dis- 
sipation of the national finances by a profligate mon- 
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jporeh and his demoralioed courtiers. The attention 
of the Ekiglish House of Commons was caBed to the 
alarming fall of rents ; and all the scientific ingenuity 
[of the period was employed to account for this de- 
preciation. The solution, though in its effects pro- 
ductive of deplorable mischief, was so perfectly lu- 
dicrous, that it is scarce possible to believe the au- 
tliors of it serious. The philosophic economists of 
tbe day averred that the sole cause of Engtish dis- 
tress was the importation of lean cattle from Ire- 
land ! This profound exposition was received with 
universal applause. The English nation, with one 
accord, denounced Irish catUe as the cause of aXL 
their miseries. Petiti<ms to prevent the introduc- 
tion of the obnoxious animals were pesented in 
countless numbers to the king and parhament; and 
at length a bill was introduced into the House of 
. Commons, then sitting at Oxford, for prohibiting 
jierpetuaUy the importation of Irish cattle, dead oi 
alive, iat or lean, great or small. 

Hie long civil war, the voluntary exile of the gen- 
try, who had taken with them ail their moveable 
property^ and the prohibition of all foreign trade 
>¥hich England inflicted on her dependent provinces, 
} lad reduced Ireland to a most miserable condition. 
^ \he had no commerce, no manufactures ; cattle and 
vifool were her only exports; and the exclusion of 
tl ^e former from the oidy market open to the Irish 
tt ireatened absolute ruin. Some of the wisest Eng- 
lif fh statesmen, and especially Sir Henea^e Finch, 
at tempted to expose the delusion ; but only mcreased 
tii> ^ national inisanity. Lord Castlehaven opposed 
thfr ) bill with all his might in the uf^r House ; and 
Sii * .William Petty, one of the few who acquired an 
est at^ in Ireland by honourable means, made an able 
ape ^ech against it before a committee of the Com- 
niC'>ns. By these exertions, the report was delayed, 
am i t he session terminated by a prorogation. The 
dread ful fire of London for a short time distracted 
Voi.IL— H 
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public attention ; bat tbe dispute about Irish cattl 
survived the flames, and even derived additior 
strength from the conflagration. When the 
of the calamity reached Ireland, the Irish detei 
to raise a contribution for the relief of the sufferersl 
and as they had neither silver nor gold, they gen< 
rously sent them a present of cattle. The vision oi 
Pharaoh^s lean kine was not interpreted to porten< 
a more fearful visitation than this ill-starred dona#* 
tion. It was industriously represented as an attempir 
to evade the prohibition under the pretext of benevoi- 
lence, and a universal clamour was raised througlii 
the kingdom. 

The infamous party known by the name of tb^ 
Cabal, from the initials of the leaders, Clifford, Aif' 
lington, Buckingham, Ashley, and Lauderdale, weiir 
foremost in maintaining the popular excitement 
Their object was to remove Clarendon from th§ 
office of chancellor, and Ormond from the goveit> 
ment of Ireland, because they deemed these nob] e- 
men impediments to the scheme of power whidt 
they meditated ; and to effect their purpose, there 
were no means, however iniquitous, which tbcy 
would not readily have adopted. The king had the 
good sense to see that there was not the slightest 
connexion between the public distress and Irish 
cows. He was also unwilling to injure a nation 
wantonly and unprofitably ; and he not only de* 
clared himself opposed to the bill, but passionalely 
asserted that it should never receive his assent. The 
Commons cared little for the royal inclinations ; the 
unjust war which Charles had undertaken agriinst 
the Dutch had completely exhausted the exchecjoery 
and placed the king at the mercy of the parliament. 
A bill, declaring in its preamble that the impcjrta- 
tion of Irish cattle was a nuisance, passed the lower 
House with wondrous unanimity, and was sent iip to 
the Lords. Their lordships, instead of *' a nu isai^e^ 
introduced the words ''a detriment and miscbief.* 
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Commons refused to concur in the amendment; 
an angry conference, in which neither party 
led disposed to recede, took place on this im* 
it topic. The debates in the Lords were con* 
^ted with disgraceful heat and violence, but at the 
time with such a ludicrous perversion of words 
and ideas, that it is difficult to conceive why th^ 
^^Dtest did not terminate in general roars of laughter. 
Arlington insisted that the importation of Irish cattle 
should, be declared "a nuisance.'* Lord Ashley, 
mnth a^ected moderation, proposed that it should be 
ca^ed only '' a premunire, or a felony.** Clarendon^ 
-with more wit, and as much reason, suggested as an 
amendment, that it should be deemed " adulteiy.** 
The Duke of Buckingham declared, that ** none could 
oppose the bill but such as had Irish estates, or Irish 
vmderstandings.*' ,The gallant Ossory, Ormondes 
widest son, a young nobleman of talent, virtue, and 
spirit, was roused by this national insuH, and sent a 
challenge to the duke. But Buckingham dreaded 
Irish courage as much as he affected to despise Irish 
understandings ; he declined to acceptihe challenge^ 
bnt made his complaint to the House, and Ossory 
was sent to the Tower. Ashley declaimed with ma- 
lignant violence against the Irish subscription, and 
aU by whom it had been promoted. Ossory retorted, 
'* that such virulence became none but .one of Crom-* 
well's counsellors." At length the kingf finding that 
if the resistance was protracted, the Commons would 
refuse the supplies, requested his friends to give up 
any further opposition, and the bill, with the ** nui- 
sance" clause, was finally passed. In giving his as* 
sent, however, Charles complained bitterly of the 
harsh treatment he had experienced ; and to com- 
pensate the Irish for the loss of their trade, he issued 
a proclamation, permitting them 'Uo hold com- 
mercial intercourse with every country, whether at 
peace or war with his majesty." 
Qrmond zealously exerted himself to avert the 
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evils which the cruel jealousy of Eng^land threatci 
to inflict on the country that he govemed. He 
termined to establish manufactures in Ireland ; 
for this purpose invited over the most skilful 
cers from Brabant and Flanders, whom he planted 
on his own estates at Clonmel and Carrick-on-Soix'y 
and at Chapelizod in the county of Dublin. He 
procured an act of parliament for the encoorage** 
ment of the linen-manufacture; and successfidly 
laboured to improve the cultivation of flax. But hie 
was stopped in the midst of his career by the in-- 
trigues or his enemies in England, aided by some 
Irish nobles who were jealous of his power. Of 
these the most formidable was the Earl of Orreflry^ 
whoi under the title of Lord Broghill, has already 
filled a considerable space in this history. His tn*- 
trigues, though conducted with gr^at secrecy, b<e* 
came known to Ormond; and when Orrery departe^d 
for England, the duke, having appointed his sonr 
Os^ory his deputy, followed him thither, in order to 
watch and counteract his machinations. The Cabal 
was too powerful to be resisted. Arlington waited 
on Ormond, and informed him that his majesty had 
determined to remove him from the office of lord-- 
lieutenant, which was given to Lord Robarts. The 
new chief governor was not permitted to rule lon^. 
He dissatisfied every party, and displayed so much 
stubbornness and incapacity that he was removed ; 
and Lord Berkeley, of Stratton, a creature of Buck- 
ingham's, appointed his successor. 

Some time before these changes, a schism took 
place among the Irish Catholics, respecting the mea« 
sure of obemence due to a temporal sovereign. Peter 
Walsh, a Franciscan friar, had been employed by 
his clerical brethren to draw up a remonstrance to 
the king against the severity shown to the Catholic 
priesthood; and in .performing this task, he dis* 
avowed the temporal authority of the pope in the 
strongest terms^and zealously supported the Anglicaa 
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dftetiiiies of passive obedience and non-resistance, 
.vtie papal internancio at Bnissels condemned the 
^joctrines in the remonstrance as schismatic* and 
aiconsistent with the obedience due to the apos- 
tolic see. The Jesuits censured them, as contrary 
to the dogmas maintained by the fathers of the 
church ; and a majority of the Irish prelates con- 
curred in these censures. Two parties were at once 
formed — the Remonstrants and the Anti-remon- 
strants. Like the Yetoists and Anti-vetoists in our 
own age, tiiey wasted in these Idle discussions the 
time and the talents which, judiciously everted, 
mifl^t have greatly improved their political condi- 
tion. The leaders of the ascendency in Ireland were 
by no means sorry to see the objects of their jeal- 
ousy .and fear lavishing their energies in these idle 
discussions. They naturally and justly showed 
iavour to the Remonstrants, and as naturally exposed 
tliem thereby to the suspicions of the entire Catholic 
community. 

Lord Berkeley's administration filled the Protest- 
ants with alarms which were not altogether ground- 
less. He permitted the Cathotic prelates to exer- 
cise their functions in pubtic ; he granted commis- 
sions of the peace to several of the Catholic gentry ; 
and admitted some individuals of that persuasion 
into corporations. Complaints were made, both in 
England and Ireland, that government was indis- 
posed to maintain ** the Protestant ascendency,'' as 
the monopoly of power, place, and profit enjoyed by 
the dominant religion was called. Tales of conspi- 
racies, plots, and threatened massacres were revived 
and eagerly spread by those who were so deeply in- 
terested in exaggerating the dangers of popery. The 
crosses which the lower orders of the Catholics affix 
to their doors on Corpus Christi Day were said to 
be placed there as marks for the destroyers to pass 
by; and these symbols, raised by superstition to 
•care witches and malignant demons, were asserted 

H3 
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to have been the invention of treason to ai^ert 
sacre. But the Cromwellians had soon greater cause 
for alarm. The Catholics, through Talbot^ com 
plained of several gross frauds that had been prac- 
tised on persons of their religion in the matter of 
reprisals, and obtained from the king commissioners 
of inquiry, ** to search out and represent the defects 
of papers or warrants for justifying any clauses con- 
trary to the king^s declaration, the first ground of 
settlement." The Crohiwellians acted with their 
usual promptitude and vigour ; they appealed to the 
peoi^ of England against the designs of the court ; 
and the appeal was ansyrered by people and parlia- 
ment, with a force which Charles was unable to re- 
sist. Lord/ Berkeley was removed from the goyem- 
ment of Ireland, and the commission of inquiry was 
superseded. 

The brief administration of Essex produced no* 
thing remarkable. He was a nobleman of strict in 
tegrity, and some talent ; but he wanted energy of 
character, and could not understand the Anomalous 
condition of Ireland. He found numberless diffi- 
culties in executing the act of settlement; and in 
his letters declared that he could com]:)are thwe dis- 
tribution of lands *' to nothing better than flinging 
the reward, upon the death of the deer, among a 
pack of hounds, where every one pulls and tears 
what he can for himself.'^ Essex became weary of 
so distracted a country; and, disgusted with the dif- 
ficulties to which he was exposed by the duplicity 
of the king and the rapacity of the courtiers, he 
solicited leave to resign, aiid was succeeded by the 
Duke of Ormond. This unexpected appointment 
gave rise to much speculation ; for Ormond had been 
long under a cloud, and had been treated with mor- 
tifying coldness ever since his removal (rom office. 
But in truth the king had no choice ; for Ormond 
was the only man alive who thoroughly understood 
the state of parties in Irelaxid* and fiiad sufficient ii)- 
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ioenee with the leaden of all to festndn their ex 



Ormond had not long returned to the government 
when he was astoimded by receiving from England 
intellig'ence of the discovery of an alarming plot. 
The lord-lieutena^it had too much experience in the 
laanufacture of plots himself, not to discover at 
^ODoe the nature of the pretended discoveries made 
hy Tongue and Oates ; but he knew also the danger 
of discrediting popular delusion, and he pretended 
an alarm which he did, not feel. It is impossible to 
^soover the real authors of that iniquity and absurd- 
ity called the Popish Plot, If, as there is reason 
to suppose, it was originally contrived by Shaftes- 
bury* and his piirty, we must not%onclude that they 
either expected or wished for the disgraceful scenes 
that followed. They could not have anticipated the 
nonstrous credulity that swallowed the tales told 
by Oates, Bedloe, DangerAeld, and the othes herd 
of informers, full of inconsistencies, improbabilities, 
contradictions^ and even physical impossibilities. 
Every Englishman must wish that the pages record- 
ing these scenes of national injustice, insanity, and 
disgrace could be blotted for ever from the history 
of his country ; but yet it is well that they should 
remain* to prove that bigotry, and its attendant, 
ferocious persecution, have not been monopolized by 
any stngie sect or denomination, and that the ex- 
cesses of '* zeal without knowledge'* belong not to 
any particular creed, but are the conseauences of 
ignorance and prejudice, worked upon by the un- 
ininc^led and the designing. 

The contrivers of the plot saw that its truth would 
be at once questioned, ii all meptlon of Ireland was 
omitted ; for if such horrors as they described were 
prepared for England, where the number of the 
Catholics was inconsiderable^ what was to be ex- 

*AiiaMiyA«hIe3r€kMp0r,B«rlorSli»Aeiibuiy. H« haa been «IrM4jr 
^■Mnttonedin ttau liiatory under bia first tUto, Lord AaUey. 
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pected in Ireland, where they formed the great balk 
of the population ? Unfortunately for the plotters, 
however, they were unacquainted with the circam- 
stances of Ireland, and proceeding hy guess, fell 
into some outrageous blunders. iTiey averred that 
the leaders of the threatened Irish insurrection were 
Peter Talbot, the Catholic Archbishop of DubUn, 
Lord Mountgarret, and Colonel Peppard. Orders 
were consequently sent over by the EngUsh council 
to have the persons of these dangerous traitors 
secured. Ormond proceeded to ojjiy these com- 
mands. He found Talbot ih the last stage of a 
painful and dangerous disease, and Lord Mountgarret 
bed-ridden from oM a^e, and arrested them without 
any difficulty ; but Colonel Peppard escaped all re- 
searches, fbr the simple reason that no such person 
had been ever in existence ! Their next guess was 
equally unhappy. They aissured the lord-lieuten- 
ant, that a vessel, laden with arms and ammuni- 
tion for the use of popish rebels, was actually on 
her way to Waterford. Orders to have the vessel 
seized ahd strictly searched were issued. She 
arrived, and was found • to contain nothing but a 
cargo of salt. 

Ormond yielded so far to the clamour of the times, 
as to issue two proclamations, which by their sever- 
ity and injustice ought to have satisfied the ardent 
zeal of the fiercest puritam He first ordered that 
the relations of known tories* should be committed 
to prison, until such tories were killed or brought 
to justice ; and that any parish priest of any place 
where robbery or murder had been committed by 
these tories should be committed to prison, and 

* The tories were ttie remains of the armiee that had been diabendad 
after the civil wars had terminated, joined by such of the peasantiy as 
had been driven flnom their homes, when Uie. lands of Ireland changed 
aiaaters under ihe -act ot settlement . These banditti committed several 
outrages : but none ot such a eharactsr as to entitle them to the name 
«f insurfBDta. They were In Aiet nothing more than eomnxHi robbsrs. 
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Mumoe tran^rted, imiess within fourteen days the 
guilty persons were killed or taken, or such cuscor- 
ery mflcde as would lead to their apprehension. The 
second fimrbade the Catholics to enter the castle of 
Dabiin, or any otiier fort, without special permis- 
sion from the authorities ; and orderea that fairs and 
markets shdidd be held outside cities and corporate 
lowns^ and that the peasants should attend them 
unarmed* The English plotters were not satisfied ; 
tiiey recommended Ormond to arrest all the nobility 
and %eAtty of Irish name, and to banish the Catholic 
iidnbitants from every city and walled town. The 
loni4iettte]iant clearly understood the meaning of 
these hints. They wished that the Irish should be 
goaded into rebelUoB by severity, and thus at once 
afford a pretext for new confiscations, and confirm 
the plot, whose credit was greatly shaken by the 
continoeid tranquiUity of Ireland. But Ormond, 
with all his faults, was above practising the arts of 
the unprincipled. Parsons, and, besides, was too 
proud to be the instrument of others* guilt He 
persevered in a course of moderation ; and Ireland, 
to the sore annoyance of the zealous Protestant 
leaders, remained undisturbed even by the^semblance 
of lebeiUon. 

. Such conduct exposed Ormond to the dangerous , 
libpatation of being " a stifler of the plot,^ — a char- 
acter at that time deemed almost, if not altogether, 
as wicked as that of an active conspirator. The 
conduct of the lord-lieutenant was consequently se- 
verely censured in many of the violent pamphlets 
^th which the Enghsh press teemed at the time ; 
^dA Shaftesbury ventured to repeat these insinua- 
tions in the House of Lords. The defence made 
for his father by the gallant Ossory covered the Cabal 
"^th confosion. Of Shaftesbury's character, which 
J^ not weU calculated to bear a rigid examination, 
he made such an exposure as effectually deterred 
wxa firom all similar attacks for the future. But an 
vish victim was necessary ^ the contrivers of the 
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plot ; and their choice fell on Oliver Phmket, tbe 
titidar Archbishop of Armagh. This unfortunate 
prelate had been conspicuous for his attachment to 
the gOTemment, and had actually been exposed to 
the suspicions of his brethren for attempting to re- 
strain their violence in the disputes about the re- 
monstrance. He was dragged over to England as a 
prisoner, and brought to trial for a crime alleged to 
nave been committed in Ireland. Connor Lord 
M'Guire had been tried in the same way, for par- 
ticipatmg in the conspiracy of 1641, and had been 
refused the privilege of trial by his peers : though he 
was undoubtedly guilty, the illegality of bringing him 
before a foreign tribunal is not the less glaring. Hie 
grand jury, on the first occasion, threw out the bill 
against Plunket ; but the informers gained fresh ac- 
complices, and succeeded better in a second attack. 
The accused was refused time to bring witnesses 
from Ireland ; and his defence was confined to point- 
ing out the inconsistencies and improbabilities of the 
evidence against him, which were indeed sufficiently 
glaring. In those evil days innocence was but a 
frBii defence.* Plunket was found guilty, and exe- 
cuted. In his last moments he protested his inno- 
cence in the most solemn manner, disavowing all 
equivocation, and pertinently adding, that if he ac- 
knowledged the truth of what had been laid to his 
charge, no human being acquainted with the circum- 
stances of Ireland could attach the least credit even 
to his dying confession. The House of Commons 
endeavoured to avert the effect produced by this de- 
claration, and voted that thei'e was a plot in Ireland; 
but as they were unable to adduce any evidence of 
its existence, they only accelerated the recovery of 
the people from their delusion. 

A. D. 1681. — The tide of popular phrensy began 
soon to turn ; the fury against the papists had passed 
away, exhausted even by its own violence ; the dying 
declarations of innocence' made by all the victims 
1)egan at length to ptoduce a salutary effect ; and 
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-vrh^sn the venerable Earl of Stafford, the last that fell 
a sacrifice to the popular delusion, declared on the 
scaffold bis utter ignorance of the plot, the multitude 
responded with tears, '* We beheve you, my lord !" 
The rejection of the " Exclusion Biir by the Lords^ 
notwithstanding Shaftesbury's vigorous exertions^ 
completed the ruin of the Cabal. They stimulated the 
House of Commons to fresh violence ; but Charles 
no longer regarded their anger when he saw them 
deserted by the people, and put an end to their power 
by dissolvmg the parliament. 

The consequences of this revulsion are full of in- 
struction. The whole herd of spies and informers 
turned on their employers; and the king was en- 
abled to pursue his designs of establishing poperv 
and arbitrary power by the very instruments which 
bis anta«fonists had provided. The best and brightest 
of England's patriots, Russell and Sidney, perished 
on a scaffold by the same abominable arts which 
their party had used for the destruction of others* 
Shaftesbury, the great patron of the popish plot, died 
in misery and exile, unhonoured, unpitied, and nnia-' 
mented. The state of the Irish Protestants during 
the remainder of thid dishonenrable reign was full of 
doubt and uncertainty ; they suspected that Charles 
meditated the subversion of the act of settlement, 
and the restoration ojf the Irish Catholics.to property 
and power. Their hearts sank within them : they 
were no longer the compact, warlike body which 
had been able to dictate its own terms at the Resto- 
ration. The fire of enthusiasm was extinct Age 
had broken down the strength of the ancient war- 
Tiors> or they had been removed, and their places 
filled by young men who had not been trained and 
hardened in the stem school of poverty. Ormond 
readily offered his aid to establish despotism in the 
British dominions, and professed the most abject 
devotion to the royal will ; but as he was personally 
interested in maintaining the act of settlement^ it 
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was detennined to remove him from the govenunent.^ 
Though now far advanced in the decline of life, and 
deprived of his gallant son Ossory, the aged noble* 
man clung to p&ce and power with all nis former 
tenacity. But his compliances were in vain, fife- 
received a letter from the king» declsoing that ''he 
fbund it absolutely necessary for his service to make 
many and very g^eneral changes in Ireland ; and thai 
for this purpose it was necessary to remove Ormond 
from the government, and transfer his power to the 
Earl of Rochester.** Before these contemplated 
changes could be eiTeeted Charles died; and the ac- 
cession of his brother James 11. opened a new scene 
sufficiently important to merit a separate considera- 
tion. It IS now unnecessary to draw the character 
of Charles, for all writers of late years have united 
in His condemnation. The effects of his reign on the 
state and fortunes of Ireland need not be recapitu- 
lated : they are sufficiently evident in the^^ubsequent 
history of the country. 



CHAPTER Vin. 



7^ Reign <f Jamu iX. 



A. D. 1084. — When James II. ascended the 
throne, political proffigacy had reached a height in 
England which cab scarcely be paralleled in the an- 
nals of any age or nation. The monarch and his 
courtiers were the pensioned slaves of Louis XlV.r 
and the patriots of^the opposition were bribed by 
French sold. Louis dreaded the opposition of Eng- 
land to we plan of imiversal empire which he had 
formedy and it was his object to keep the country 
weak by perpetual distractions. If the monarch be- 
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le absolute, he would cease to be a dependant on 
iign. bounty, and the advocates of freedom were 
Lseqiiently bribed to do their duty. If the consti- 
Etioxi i^as permanently establishea, England would 
TBsume her fit station as protectress of the liberties 
of Kurope ; and the king was therefore paid for pre- 
'v^entin.g a parliament fh>m being assembled. The 
rKitcb, threatened with destruction by the ambitious 
Laouis, looked to England for aid and protection ; but, 
awaxe of the general corruption, distributed large 
sams both to ^aeemen and patriots. Thus, there 
iw-ere many sold at the same time both to France and 
Holland, who, to do them justice, dealt out impartial 
treachery to both. In such general corruption, it 
inrould have be^i difficult for the new king to have 
found a faithful friend and an honest adviser; but 
lames was equally incapable of feeling or inspinng 
friendship, and of profiting by judicious advice. 
Projid, narrow-minded, bigoted, and obstinate, he 
rushed on, reckless of consequences, to effect de- 
sig^ns which required the utmost coolness and cau- 
tion. His very virtues were among the chief causes 
of his ruin ; for had he been as capable of dissimula* 
tion as his father or brother, he might have wielded 
a despotic sdbptre, not merely with the tacit appro- 
bation, but with the active assistance of the party 
that took the lead in hurling him from the throne. 
The clergy of the established church, with good 
reason, dreaded the dissenters as much, if not more 
than the Catholics. Thpy were loud in proclaiming 
the slavish doctrine of unconditional obedience to 
the mandates of the sovereign ; and their address on 
the accession^f James could not be exceeded in 
servility by that of the meanest slaves that ever 
grovelled at the feet of an Eastern despot. 

Nor was Jaines at his accession un{)opular with 

the great body of his English subjects. He had 

served in the navy during his brother's reign, and 

obtained some celebrity for skill and courage, which 

Vol. II.— I 
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probably he may have merited. The love of tl 
»naval service, which has been ever a strong passim 
in English bosoms, made them hail a sailor-king, 
spite of his religion, with pride and pleasure. Soi 
few leaders of the whigS) who had so strenuouslj 
laboured for the " Bill of Exclusion,*' maintained 
jealous silence, and watched his proceedings witi 
suspicion ; but, in the general applause of the natioi 
their conduct was not noticed, or, if noticed, 
disregarded. 

But the condition of the Protestants of Ireland 
made them view the accession of a Roman Catholic 
sovereign with very different feelings. The dangers 
to be dreaded from popery ibrmed the chief title to 
their estates, for it lumished the only semblance of 
justification for the exten3ive confiscations which the 
act of settlement had sanctioned; but they clearly 
saw that such a plea could scarcely be urged to « 
sovereign who himself was a professor of that reli- 
gion. The Irish Catholics were filled with joy, 
which they did not attempt to conceal, and took a 
mischievous pleasure in observing the bad grace wit^ 
which their, enemies the Cromwellians uttered the 
most extravagant profesMons of loyalty to a monarch 
whom they very heartily detested^ Both parties, by 
a very natural mistake, gave James more credit thaa 
he deserved. Like all the Stuarts, he. was deter' 
mined to maintain what he chose to call *' the English 
interest in Ireland;" and even though it was identi- 
fied with *^ Protestant ascendency," it was with great 
reluctance that he allowed his zeal for his rehgionta 
conquer his attachment to this principle of hereditary 
policy. 

Ormond was removed from lus post of lord«lieu- 
tenant, and bore the deprivation very badly. He 
was succeeded by two lords-just iees, Boyle the pH' 
mate and chancellor, and Forbes, Earl of Granaidir 
This appointment, which was designed to conciliate 
both classes of Protestants, the churchmett and thv 
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mters, gave mutaal dissatisfaction to both : the 
itans alleged that Boyle's Protestantism differed 
reTy little from popery, and in truth they were not 
' ^^tt&Tich mistaken : the churchmen asserted that Gra« 
''Vftard was a favourer of the sectaries, and a bitter 
iBnemy of the establishment. For the latter part of 
Hie imputation against the earl there were no grounds 
^vrhatever ; and the only reason for the former was, 
^liat Granard had protected the dissenting preachers 
'^nrhen the Protestant bishops were about to perse- 
cute them, in the same manner as their brethren in 
£ngland. / 

The Cromwellians haddegeinerated from the cour* 
age, but not from the prudence, of thieir ancestors. 
They refused to have any share in Monmoutli*s re- 
bellion, not from disinclination to his cause, but 
from a well-grounded distrust in his firmness and 
abilities. They even sent congratulations to the 
king on Ms having subdued a pretender to his 
throne. But James was not duped by these profes- 
sions : he sent an order to the fords-justices to dis* 
arm the militia, which consisted chiefly of Protest* 
ants, under the pretence that the ramifications of 
Monmouth's conspiracy extended to Ireland. The 
suppression of this rebellion was among the chief 
causes of James's ruin. The cruelties of the inhu- 
man Jeffreys and the brutal Kirke alienated the affec- 
tions of the people ) while the fulsome adulation of 
the clergy induced the king to believe that no resist- 
ance would be made to his future projects. The exe-r 
cution of Monmouth deserves the character which 
Fouch6 gave to the murder of the Due d'Enghein, — 
* ''It was worse than a crime, 'twas a blunder." 
While Monmouth lived, the hopes of the Protestants 
were divided between him and the Prince of Orange ; 
but on his death the attentiqn of the public was fixe4 
solely on William, and men begsin already to 8pecu«i 
late on the probable changes that would be mad^ 
w)ieo he ^scendei} the throne, 
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Talbot, being created Earl of Tyrconnely eager^ 
looked for the lord->lieuteiiaiicy of Ireland ; but Jamea 
could not yet venture on so bold a step, and he in- 
trusted the administration to his brother-in-law the ' 
Earl of Clarendon. The army in Ireland was in- ^ 
trusted to Tyrconnel; and he soon began to model \ 
it into a form more suited to the royal designs and \ 
the interests of his faction. Protestant officers -were I 
removed, and their commissions given to Catholics ; \ 
soldiers that had grown gray in the service were 
turned off without any compensation, and their 
places filled by those whom they regarded as their 
enemies. Though Clarendon was himself a Protest- 
ant, he so far yielded to the royal inclinations as to 
promote Catholics to the bench, and admit them 
mto the privy council ; while, at the same time, he 
studiously discouraged the leaders of the Protestants. 
The partiality shown by James to persons of his 
own religion, though meriting censure, was by no 
means so exclusive as the conduct of Ormond and 
other Protestant governors had been, for they never 
employed a CathoUc in any official capacity; yet 
has it been more severely reprobated : for the Irish ' 
Protestants had persuaded themselves and others 
that they had an exclusive right to power and place. 
They deemed that something of their own was taken 
away when a Catholic was appointed to office ; and 
the transfer of political power to this obnoxious 
sect they looked upon as an act of public robbery. 
The Cromwellians would have regso^ed an impar- 
tial government that selected its officers for merits, 
unconnected with their descent and religious opin- 
ions, as a grievance. They were consequently 
roused to the highest pitch of indignation when 
they saw themselves excluded from tdl public em- 
ployments. 

They were alarmed for the security of their es- 
tates, and lived in constant dread of some change 
being made in the acts of settlement and explanation. 




HISTORY OF IRGLAMB. ^ 1^)1 

e old proprietors openly expressed their hope« of 
»taining^ justice from a prince of their own religion ; 
«nd the £n^lish press teemed with pamphlets attack- 
ing and de^nding the cause of the settlers. '*The 
, Coventry Letter, written by Sir Richard Nagle, an 
Irish barrister of eminence, was the most powerful 

Pamphlet that appeared in the entire controversy, 
t attacked the act of settlement with uncommon 
vigour ; and at this day the most bigoted partisan 
tnust confess that its arguments are unanswerable. 
An anonymous reply, entitled, ** The State of Ire- 
land, with a Vindication of the Act of Settlement,** 
deserves also to be rescued from the oblivion to 
which such productions are usually consigned. It 
meets all the arguments of Nagle with great in^- 
nuity ; and it is honourably distinguished by a spirit 
of candour which no other production on the same 
side has exhibited.* A brief abstract from this 
pampMet will enable the reader to form some judg- 
ment of the state of the question at issue between 
the Oromwellians arid the ancient Irish proprietors, 
^he writer begins by declaring that he had a personal 
interest in the maintenance of the act of settlement, 
and that, one principal cause of his writing was, to 
Inform his heirs by what title they should hold their 
property. Proceeding to the subject, he candidly 
acknowledges his doubts whether the civil war of 
1641 could property be called "a rebellion;" but 
adds, that he is forced to consider it as such. He 
then assigns his reasons for considering this arming 
a reunion ; and though they are not very conclu- 
sive, they are at least ingenious. He quotes the 
preambles of several acts of the English parliament, 
in which the arming of the confederates is declared 
to be a rebellion ; and then gravely proves that an 
act of parliament is the highest authority in the 

* A more eztenalTe matyais of fbto cetebnMd puopbM it given In 
Ol^yjacol^i Hisunj of Irelftod ; bat the work itself deMrres an attentiTQ 
peroml, aod oofhi to Have « luaee in ewry Iriali blatorieal ttbraiy, 
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realm. Anticipating the obvious answer, that Au 
English parliament was at this very time preparii^l 
to wage war on the king, he adds, that the confed- 1 
erates made two treaties of peace with the sove- \ 
reign ; but there could be no necessity of a treaty un- 
less the parties were at war ; and if tne Irish were at 
war with their tung, it necessarily followed that they 
were '< rebels.** The latter part of this reasoning^ 
unfortunat^y applied more forcibly to the Crom- 
weilians than the Irish; for the latter had always 
shown a personal re^rd for the king, while the for- 
mer had persecuted mm to death. Tlie author, honir- 
e ver, escapes from aU consideration of this difficulty, 
and winds up this part of his case by declaring 
that the Irish had rebelled against the supremacy of 
England ! 

The treaties which the king had concluded with 
ihe confederates presented a new difficulty, which 
seems to have given the author no little trouble; 
for his defence on this subject is inconsistent. He 
says, that some of the Irish violated the articles of 
peace, and therefore, .by their own act, excluded 
themselves from its benefit ; but as this only applied 
to the nuncio's party, which contained a very small 
portion of the Irish nobihty and gentrjr, he finally 
asserts that these treaties were, ab initio, null and 
void, for the strange reason that they contain several 
artides which it was unreasonable for subjeqls to 
impose upon their sovereign. 

The chief of what he considers unreasonable ar- 
ticles is, the claim of Independence for the Irish legis- 
lature. The author strongly urges the right of the 
English parliament to make laws that should bind 
Irdiuid, and vigorously defends the policy and pro- 
priety of Poynings's law. These were, of course, ihe 
sentiments of the Cromwellians at the time. Their 
chief recommendation to the favour and protection 
of the English nations was their professed design of 
keeping Ireland a dependent province. Nor were 
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^^KT singohur in their attachment to such wretched 

HpMncy* The miserable James, after he had lost the 

PEarown of England, clung to Poynings^s law with his 

W ^laracteristic obstinacy, and positively refused to 

^ sanction tfa« independence of the Irish parliament. 

%t was not until s^er the lapse of a centiuy that the 

OromweUians adopted contrary opinions. When, to 

xise the forcible language of the Irish peasantry, 

^ their hearts had warmed to the soil," they resolved 

to raise Ireland to the rai^ of a nation ; and, by their 

successful struggle in 1782, nobly vindicated the 

clmraeter of the confederates in 1648. 

A much more cogent argument urged by the 
writer ai this pamphlet is, the length of time that 
the GromweUians had been in possession, and the 
various contracts and bargains that had been made 
on the faith of the act of settlement. He confesses 
t^t many frauds had been tsommitted in the distri- 
bution of reprisals; but he plausibly argues, that it 
would be better for all parties to submit to such 
injustice than expose the country to the insecurity 
and distractions consequent on a new revolution in 

property. 

But the continuance of this discussion produced 
this feeling of insecurity to an alarming extent. 
Many Of the Irish Protestants quitted their estates 
through dread of some approaching convulsion, and 
became mendicant exiles in England and Holland. 
To complete their terror, they received information 
that Clarendon was recalled, and their great enemy 
'Tjrrcoimel appohited lord-lieutenant. Richard Tal- 
bot Earl of Tyrconnel was but a child when the 
war of the confederates broke out. He was in 
Drogheda when that town was stormed by Crom- 
well, and the inhuman massacre perpetrated. This 
event made a deep impression on his youthful mind, 
and inspired him with a horror of the puritans which 
he took little psdns to conceal. When Ireland was 
subdued ^ the OromweUians, he retired to the 
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Continent, entered into the service of Charles," «unx i 
adhered to him with undeviating fidelity during tbo ! 
entire period of his adversity. He is said to have ^ 
proposed the assassination of Cromwell, and at an- 
other time to have attempted the life of Ormond ; 
\)ni these are the calumnies of his enemies. He -wsa 
fierce and violent, but he was incapable of baseness 
or treachery. Tyrconn^l professed the Rqman Cath- 
olic religion ; but it was only a profession ; for he 
had been infected by the infidelity fashionable in the 
court of the second Charles. He did not even affect 
religious zeal, for he was too proud to be a h3rpocrite ; 
but regarded all religious differences as important 
only in their connexion with political factions. His 
temper was violent, his manners coarse, his private 
conduct rather profligate, and hjs conversation too 
often indecent and profane. He owed his appoint* 
ment, in a great measure, to French influence ; and 
pn several occasions acted as the lieutenant of Louu 
rather than of James. ' . ' 

The day of Clarendon's departure displayed a 
Bcene of unparaUeled consternation in Dublin. Not 
less than fiiteen hundred Protestant families aban- | 
doned their homes and occupations, and embarked 
with the retiring governor for England. Some of I 
ihese were influenced by imaginary terrors : they saw | 
popery, the object of their abhorrence, triumphant* 
and expected to behold all the fearful visions of the 
Apocalypse realized. Others thought that it would 
be sinful to continue in a land which had now be- 
pome *Hhe kingdopn of the beast ;^ and not a few 
inore rationally dreaded, that the injuries which they 
}iad themselves inflicted upon the Irish would soon 
be fearfullv retaliated. The general alarm was not 
diminished by the new judicial appointments. Fitton, 
|i recent convert to the royal religioti, was appointed 
chancellor, though by no means fit for the situation { 
ffqgent obtained one chief-justiceship, and Rice the 
Otter t Sir Richard Nagle was apiwintad attorney* 
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iral ; and, finally, only three Protestants re* 
Led on the bench. This partiality was scandalous ; 
it is perfectly ridiculous to find those who imi- 
and exceeded it, the loudest in its condemna- 
^ tion. The system of exclusion was carried to an 
excess by th^ Protestants which their antagonists 
never equalled ; nor, at the moment of their greatest 
power, do we find any one proposing to establish a 
Catholic ascendency in Ireland. But the Protest- 
ant historians, who so loudly and so justly reprobate 
the (facing a majority of Catholic judges on the 
bench, seem never to have thought that the same 
censures might as justly be applied to a bench ex- 
clusively ProtestanU The proceeding with regard 
to corporations were more flagrantly imauitous ; Uiey 
were forced into a surrender of their cnarters ; ana 
a new arrangement was made, which provided that 
these bodies should consist, for the future, of two- 
thirds Catholics, and one-third Protestants. It is 
no excuse for this illegal violence that the Protest- 
ants, in the day of their power, had acted worse, and 
excluded the Catholics altogether. This is perfectly 
true ; but to remedy one unjust act by another pre- 
cisely similar is, in effect, to give a sanction to the 
former. 

The expatriated Protestants who did not enter 
ipto the service of Holland became pensioners on 
&e bounty of the English people, who soon became 
tired of supporting them, especisdly as their charity 
was abused by many idle knaves, who claimed sup- 
port by false tales of persecution. The exiles ap- 
pealed to the press ; and it is mortifying to compare 
their humble and querulous tone with the proud 
and stem remonstrances of their fathers the ** lev- 
eUers.^ To counteract the effect of these state- 
ments, Tyrconnel published anonymously a " "Vin- 
dication of the Irish Government,** which is reaUy 
a well-written and not very partial statement. It is 
troei that, at the dose, he takes ah opportunity of 
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paying himself some very hiffh compliments, 'wbii 
vrere not very well merited ; out he effectually vi 
dicates himself fVom the charges of tyranny and o] 
pression. 

The long-expected contest on the act of settle 
ment came at length, and brought to the Protestani 
as much dismay as if it had never been anticipated] 
An Irish parliament was assembled, in which, froi 
the late changes made in corporations, the ruling 
party had an overwhelming majority. Heads of : 
piU were framed for '* indemnif3dng those Catholic: 
who had been declared innocent by the court of claim sjj 
and providing that a new commission should issue for 
the hearing of such claims as had not been hitherto 
heard for want of time or other cause, without fault 
of the parties." This was certainly nothing more 
than what strict justice demanded ; but strict justice, 
when applied to remedy monstrous wrongs, is often 
perilous. In 'the present instance,, it would have 
caused two-thirds of the lands of Ireland to have 
changed masters. The Irish appointed Rice as their 
agent to manage their cause before the English privy 
council ; but, by the fatality which seems to have 
reigned over all their proceedings, they neutralized 
the efforts of this able and upright man, by permit- 
ting Nugent to become his associate. The English 
council had overcome its dread of popery : but the 
horror of Irishmen still reigned in thefr bosoms, 
They only wanted a pretext to reject the bill, and 
such they found in the stupid insolence of Nugent 
The arguments of Chief-baron Rice were heard with 
all the attention which his abilities, his station, and 
his high character den^anded, He left the council 
in a predicament not very uncommon. They had pre- 
determined a contrary conclusion, but were unable to 
resist his premises. Nugent's folly relieved them 
from their embarrassment, and the bill was rejected. 
The populace, excited by the CromweUians and thei^ 
firiendsi probably precipitated this decision, Tfa^ 
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deputies were hooted whenever they appeared 
the streets. Potatoes da the top of poles were 
ied before them, amid loud exclamations of 
om for the Irish ambassadors!^ and this ex* 
.^ment was so great and general, that the king^ 
x>ugh disposed to support their cause, was deterr^ 
m making any manifestation in their favour.* 
Hitherto James had been supported in all his ar« 
trary acts by the powerful party» then named the 
J&ighrcliurch, and subsequently called the tories. 
TThe murder of Sidney, the expulsion of Locke, 
•even the savage cruelties of Jeffreys had met with 
joiore than their tacit approbation. They went so 
iar as to disturb the dying moments of the unfortu<« 
sate Monmouth, by eager solicitations, mingled with 
threats of Divine vengeance, m order to force from 
him an assent to the slavish doctrine of non-resist« 
ance^ Unfortuhately for himself, James gave credit 
to these professions of outrageous loyalty ; and found 
that, when the royal wishes ran counter to the inter* 
ests or prejudices of these ultra-rpyalists, they were 
far more dangerous opponents than those who made 
resistance a part of their creed. The church, as a 
political body, clearly misled the king. According 
to the principles it inculcated, resistance to Nero or 
bomitian would have been just as wicked as rebel- 
lion against a Trajan or Antonine. The University 
of Oxford, in solemn convocation, denounced as 
" heretical and blaspheroous,"t every principle on 

* Sunderland, in bui ApcAo^, daims t)a merit oT btfvinf dtaupointed 
the Irish, and asserts that he refused a bribe of forty thousand pound* 
which had been offered to purchase his support. Nobody acquainted 
^tb Sunderiand's character eta credit his nanative. If be refused the 
OMMQey, it must have been because a larger sum was ofibred on the otbar 
side ; Uiougb it is much more probable tttat he would hare taken tbv 
money fVom both, and kept his promise to neither. 

t The House of Lords, in ttie reign ef Queen Anne^ ordered this prt^* 
fession of flutb to be burned by the cftaunon hangman, and thereby gave 
It ar notoriecywbicfb it little merited. In truth, it is a produoiloi* so kh 
edncdvably absurd that it oiaat. have dona io^wf to tlM sa«s« il ww 
desf|pMdt0 serve. 
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which any government short of despotism eooM 
be established. "We cannot, therefore, accuse Jamef j 
of absolute folly in affording these learned doctors : 
and prelates an opportunity of practismg their own 
precepts ; though a monarch of more diBcemmeiit 
might have foreseen that such extravagant doctiines | 
could only be maintained when they coincided with 
the personal interest of their supporters. The at- 
tempt of James to disturb the peaceful repose of the 
universities in England and Ireland was his most 
fatal error. The account of the attack on the (bi* 
mer has been often told ; our business is with the 
latter, which has not been honoured with an equal 
share of the pubUc attention. 

The first step taken by James in his war on the 
University of Dubhn proved that he gave tiiat 
learned body more credit for common sense than it 
merited. He nominated a Roman Catholic to be 
professor of the Irish language, and was astounded 
to hear that no such professorship existed in that 
venerable institution. Doctor Leiand rates James 
very severely for having committed such a blunder; 
but truly,^he blunder belongs not to him alone. He 
could scarcely have credited the existence of such a 
practical jest, as an institution whose professed de- 
sign was to instruct the Irish in the doctrines of the 
reformed rehgion, which yet left the teachers wlu^y 
ignorant of the language of those vHiom they had to 
instruct. Compart with this, the foUy of Gold- 
smith's attempting to teach EngUsh in Holland, 
without having first learned Dutch, sinks into insig- 
nificance. 

The heads of the college were justly alarmed by 
these proceedings ; they determined to convert their 
plate into ready money, to save it from being seized 
by the government. Tyrconnel, informed of the 
transaction, declared that the provost and fellows 
had no right to dispose of public property. He 
Mered the purchaser to be prosecuted as a receivei 
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ff Stolen goods, and the plate to be deposited in the 
«ng 8 stores. Nagle was disgusted with this vio- 
-fcnce, and successfully exerted himself to procure 
tbe restitution of the plate to the college; which 
\ was granted, on an understanding that it should not 
i oe sold. The terror occasioned by this proceedinir 
had not subsided, when a letter was received from 
the king, ordering that a person named Doyle 
should be admitted to a fellowship, without takuur 
^y other than the ordinary oath of a fellow, fi 
ttus instance, again, the college was saved by the 
Ignorance of the patrons. The oath of a fellow im- 
oodies m it the oath of supremacy, which Doyle re- 
fused to take. A s the king's letter was peremptory, 
nothmg could be done until a second mandate was 
procured ; and before that could be procured, Doyle's 
i incapacity became so notorious that his patrons re- 
signed the contest. 

The birth of a Prince of Wales seemed to promise 
permanency and security to the Stuart dynasty, but 
in reality precipitated its downfall. The Prince of 
Orange had remained quiet while there was a chance 
of his succession to the throne by the ordinary 
course of nature ^ but when an heir possessing a 
supenor claim appeared, he saw his fairest prospects 
Dhghted, and his proudest hopes destroyed. The 
Whigs, with whom remained the last relics of puWic 
spirit in England, saw that their expectations of a 
change of system must be frustrated, if the young 
prince were to ascend the throne of his father; and, 
with more cunning than honesty, asserted that the 
infant was supposititious. In no case was the truth 
of the ajAorism, " Men easily credit what they wish 
I to believe," better exemplified than in the present in- 
f stance. A story monstrously absurd and inconsist- 
I ent with possibility and with itself, was told of a 
i child being brought into the queen's bed in a warm- 
ing-pan, and presented by her to the court as the 
royal offspring ! It is very disgraceful to the mem- 
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0x7 of Bishop Burnett that he sanctioned 
calumny, and supported it by the weight of his 
thority, though he must have been fully convince 
of its falsehood ; nor can poUtical expediency e: 
cuse the Prince of Orange for joining m the stigma, 
afSbLed to this unfortmiate child. In Ireland, the ex- 
ultation of the CathoUcs was boundless ; nor was it 
checked by any feelings of doubt, for the tale of the 
warning-pan had not yet crossed the Channel. But 
the Irish Protestants, and the remains of the old 
puritanical factions in England and Scotland, had 
long before entered into secret and close correspond* 
ence with William. The whig aristocracy, un- 
broken by persecution, and. undismayed by power, 
wanted but an opportunity to renew their struggle 
for freedom. The remembrance of the fatal termi- 
nation of Monmouth*s insurrection made them cau- 
tious ; and they felt convinced, that without the aid 
of the old Cavaliers, who about this time began to 
be called tories, and the support of the church, that 
their chances of success would be very problematical- 
The junction of the whigs and tories was not easy 
to effect. They detested each other's principles, 
and extended their animosity to persons;, but the 
Union was at length effected by the joint hatred of 
the principles of toleration entertained by both. 
Crimes more than sufficient to have justified his ex- 
pulsion from the throne James had committed in 
abundance ; but these were readily forgiven by the 
advocates of intolerance and arbitrary power. He 
was at length unfortunate enough to be guilty of an 
act of justice and generosity ; and this, almost the 
only instance of public virtue in the whole course of 
his political existence, precipitated his riiin. James 
published a declars^tion of indulgence to aU religious 
sects. He conscientiously believed that his own 
was the only true religion, and that it would cer- 
tainly prevail if it received fair play. The errors, if 
they deserve no harsher name, in this proceeding 
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fere, that the king assumed a power of sospendinff 
ma] laws without the consent of parliament, and 
tt he ordered this illegal document to be read in 
ie churches. The matter of the declaration was 
fust and laudable ; the manner arbitrary and ungrap 
^ious. Indeed, it seems to have been ever a charac- 
^ristic of the Stuarts, that their very best actions 
rere neutralized by some unfortunate circumstances 
irising from their despotic dispositions. The dread 
>f toleration proved more powerful than party-spirit. 
"Whigs and Tories united for the maintenance of 
persecution ; and the Prince of Orange was invited 
into England by nearly all the leading men of the 
nation. 

The revolution of 1688 is generally and justly 
considered the brightest epoch of British history; 
but though the result was glorious, there are few of 
the circumstances by which it was attended, and still 
fewer of the actors in it, that do not m^rit the 
severest reprobation. After the birth of the Prince 
of Wales, prayers were offeted up for him in the 
English chapel at the Hague for some months ; but 
were discontinued when William determined to dis- 
pute his birth. The king, justly offended at an 
omission whose design was so glaring, wrote to his 
daughter Mary, a princess celebrated for her piety, 
in a tone of indignant remonstrance. The princess, 
on this occasion, forgot both her piety and duty ; 
she replied, with mean and disgraceful equivocation, 
** that the prayers had never been properly discon- 
tinued, but only sometimes forgotten." The great 
leaders of the English nobility, assembled at the 
house of the Earl of Shrewsbury, agreed upon 
sending a requisition to the Prince of Orange, to 
come over at the head of an army, and pointed out 
the dangers that would result from delay. These 
intrigues were discovered by Louis, who sent to 
Mrarn James of his danger ; but the infatuated mon- 
arch believed so firmly in the influence of that 
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"majesty that doth hed^e a king," and relied so 
confidently on the affection and obedience of bis 
daughter, that he rejected these warnings with some- 
thing like indignation. At length, the publication 
of the princess declaration aroused the infatuatedi 
monarch from his lethargy, and changed his absurd 
confidence into still more absurd despair. William 
landed at Torbay, on the 5th of November, the an- 
niversary of Gunpowder Treason — a coincidence 
which was of no small advantage. At first, his 
prospects of success were doubtful, and he began to 
speax of returning ; but the utter incapacity of James 
became so manifest, that the courtiers saw he was 
lost, and at once almndoned his cause. Every 
chance of success was resigned by the wretched 
monarch without a struggle. There was not a mo- 
ment, from his first hearing of the invasion to his 
fatal flight into France, when his affairs might not 
have been retrieved by the slightest display of spirit 
and activity ; but from th^ very beginning he sank 
into utter hopelessness. Those who were around 
him read the impress of destiny on his forehead, 
and hastened, by desertion, to, secure their owh 
safety. 

James was a weak rathefr than a bad man. His 
errors arpse from his incapacity and defective edu- 
cation* He was utterly unfit for a throne, but might 
have been honoured in a cloister. His -cold and 
selfish disposition prevented him'from ever possess- 
ing a friend: his heartless severities had procured 
him many enemies. Notwithstanding, however, 
his contemptible character, one x;an scarcely refrain 
from dropping a tear of sympathy over the forlorn 
and deserted condition in which he soon found him- 
self; while the heartless ingratitude shown, by those 
who Owed their all to the royal favour excites at 
once our coritenipt and indignatioh. Churchill, 
whom he had raised from the office of page to a 
jpBerzge ; Lord Combury, the son of the Earl of 
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Clarendon, and nephew of the queen; even his 
faTourite daughter Anne, with her husband Prince 
C^orge of Denmark, joined in the general defec- 
tion ; and the wretched monarch, in the extremity 
of his misery, exclaimed, " God help me ! even my 
own children have deserted me !" 

What were the real intentions of William when 
he landed in England, we cannot easily discover. 
Certainly his principal supporters had no intention 
of placing him on the throne of his father-in-law ; 
and ,he could scarcely himself have entertained a 
hope of such a consummation. But, when circum-* 
stances had placed the sceptre almost within his 
g^rasp, he hasted to secure it by means more honour- 
able to his character as a politician, than as a man 
of honour or integrity. The mixture of insidious 
craft and cruel violence by which James was driven 
into exile, can neither be excused nor defended, and 
must ever remain a deep and dark stain on the cha- 
racter of William III. 
- The Revolution was the work of the English 
aristocracy. The great body of the people had Uttle 
or no share in producing it, and gained scarcely any 
advantages by the event. But notwithstanding these 
drawbacks, Englishmen are justly proud of the 
revolution. It freed them from the incubus of a 
race of sovereigns equally degraded and mischievous. 
It afforded a bright example to other nations suffer- 
ing under the pressure of tyranny. It secured the 
liberties of Europe, then threatened with the iron 
yoke of France ; and it permanently established the 
principles of Protestantism, which have, though 
late, attained their full consummation in the triumph 
of civil and religious freedom. 

By the flight of the king, the English tories found 
themselves placed in a position on which they had 
never calculated. They were completely at the 
meycy of the whigs, and forced to act on principles 
which they had frequently reprobated, and even now 
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viewed with suspicion, if not detestation. Williaai 
called a new parliament, and, in the excited stale, 
of the nation, the whigs obtained a decided majorlCy 
in the lower house ; but there was reason to believe 
that the lords were not equally well-disposed to 
the great change which was about to be made. The 
resolution of the commons, declaring the throne 
vacant, was vigorously resisted in the upper house, 
and was finally carried only by a majority of two 
voices. The transfer of the crown to William was 
still more vigorously resisted. Some were anxious 
for a regency ; others resolved to elect Mary queen 
in her own right ; but the Prince of Orange declamd, 
that if either of^ these plans were adopted, he would 
return to Holland. This declaration produced the 
desired effect. After a long and violent debate, it 
was finally carried by the same majority of two, that 
William and Mary should be declared joint sove- 
reigns of England ; and, on the same evening, they 
ivere proclaimed in London and Westminster. 



CHAPTER IX. 

T%B War i^the iUvohMon, 



A. D. 1689. — ^The progress of the English revo- 
lution was watched in Ireland with the most intense 
anxiety. The Protestants and Catholics alike felt 
that their proi)erties, and perhaps their hves, were 
about to be perilled once again in the doubtful hazard 
of waf ; and both seemed depressed by that dejection 
which men naturally feel at the approach of some 
indefinite danger pver whose direction they have no 
control. Tyrconnel displayed more energy and 
pmdence at this crisis than his unh^ippy master. 
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',Mb amused the Protestants by pretending a wish to 
rotiate with the Prince of Orange, and at the 
ie tinae tooH every means to increase the strength 
»f the Catholic army. On the first rumour of the 
[Invasion he had sent some of the best Irish regi- 
loeats to join the royal armies in England and Scot- 
land, an error which he now bitterly lamented. 
The imbecility of James rendered the ifnglish army 
^nrorse than useless ; and the victories gained by the 
Scottish royalists under the gallant Dundee were 
-worthless after the death of that commander at Kil- 
licrankie. The new levies made by Tyrconnel filled 
the Protestants with just alarm, which was insidi- 
ously increased by the vile arts which the profligate 
tools of faction have so frequently practised in Ire- 
land. Rumours were spread of an mtended general 
massacre of the Protestants. Anonymous letters, 
detailing more plausibly than common fame could 
the time when the work of blood was to commence, 
urere sent to several influential persons; and the 
most innocent circumstances were tortured by cun- 
ning or terror into conclusive proofs of this atrocious 
design. The consternation that prevailed was ter- 
rible. Protestants, wherever they could obtain ship- 
ping, hasted to fly the country; and in Dublin a 
crowd of men, women, and children, rushed to the 
shore, imploring the sailors to save them from the 
daggers of the Iriath* Tyrconnel was perfectly 
astounded at this event; and at once foresaw the 
dangerous consequences by which it was likely to 
be attended. He sent two lords Of the council to 
tranquillize the fears of this multitude; but terror 
had taken too strong a hold of their diseased imagi- 
nations. As many as could possibly stow them- 
selves on board the ships in the harbours hasted 
away, leaving their less successful friends on the 
shore in all the agonies of despair. 

In the northern counties, where the Scottish colo- 
nies abonndedt the Protestants showed more cour 
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age, and determined to encounter the imaginary 
danger with arms. Tyrconnel was consequently 
forced to make instant preparations to check the 
outbreaking of a civil war. He had some time before 
withdrawn the garrison from Londonderry ; but, be- 
ing convinced of the great importance of that town, 
he directed the Earl of Antrim tp march thither 
with his regiment of Highlanders. Several histo- 
rians have ridiculed the dread which the sight of 
these forces inspired. They seem to have forgotten 
the cruelties practised in the west of Scotland by 
" the Highland host," which Charles and the epis- 
copal clergy had quartered on the inhabitants, as the 
most efficient means of conquering their repugnance 
to white surplices and the EngHsh liturgy. Many 
of the Cameronians had fled from this persecution 
to the north of Ireland, and spread through the entire 
province a just abhorrence of the barbarities by 
which they had been driven from their homes. 
When the Highlanders approached Derry, the in- 
habitants, terrified at their strange costume and 
fierce aspect, fled to the town, and alarmed the in- 
habitants with the news that the expected murderers 
were close at hand. The town-council assembled ; 
but while they were engaged in deliberation the sol- 
diers approached, and were at the point of entering 
the town. Nine young men of the populace, urged 
by a sudden impulse, drew their swords, seized the 
keys of the city, raised the drawbridge, and closed 
the gates. The example was contagious ; — a reso- 
lution to take up arms was instantly adopted ; the 
magazine was seized ; and a message sent to the 
troops, that unless they retired immediately they 
would be fired upon by the garrison. 

The magistrates and the higher rank of citizens 
had not shared in this enthusiasm, and were alarmed 
at its consequences. They sent privately a message 
to Tyrconnel, through Lord Montjoy, stating, with 
truth, that this insurrectionary movement ha^ been 
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tiie work of a tumultuous mob, and declaring their 
dMermination to preserve their allegiance to their 
l%htful sovereign. Tyrconnel feigned to believe 
fiieir excuses ; but had the mortification to find that 
they i^ould only admit a garrison and governor of 
their ovrn choosing, and with this qualified submis- 
sion he was forced to be content. 

The heroic conduct of the men of Deny excited 
the emulation of other northern Prostestants. £n- 
niskilien was secured by a similar act of boldness ; 
and various bodies of partisans formed associations 
under the command of Blaney, Rawdon, Skeffing- 
ton, and some others, for the maintenance of the 
Protestant religioh and the dependency of Ireland 
upon England. 

Tyrconnel, alarmed by these movements, took 
some steps to open a negotiation with the Prince of 
Orange, and found William disposed to frant him 
the most reasonable terms. The new king was 
anxious to carry on the war against France — ^an ob- 
ject infinitely dearer to him than re-establishing the 
Cromwellian ascendency in Ireland, He therefore 
offered the Catholics fpU security of person and 
property, an equality of civil rights, and the posses- 
sion of one-third of the churches of the kingdom. 
Though William was a zealous Protestant, his zeal 
was not adulterated by any of the intolerance so 
common in his day. Liberal and enlightened, he 
was ever averse to disqualifying laws, aud yielded to 
them a very reluctant assent when forced upon him 
by the violence of the English parliament. Those 
who have been so long accustomed to claim him as 
their patron atrociously calumniate his memory. 
He would have been the first to condemn t^eir prin- 
ciples and punish their excesses. Equal injustice 
has been done to his memory by those Catholics 
who ascribe to this great man the sanguinarv out-* 
rages perpetrated by some of his generals. The un- 
fortunate massacre at Glenco is the only circum*> 
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Btance which seems to justify the imputation of cnii^n 
elty on his character ; and in that horrid transaction, 
he was certainly duped by base and artful mis* 
representations. 

William, having^ determined to treat with Tyrcoa- 
nel, treated the deputies of the northern Protestants 
with great coldness, and their patron the Earl of 
Clarendon with marked dislike. When he was 
forced to receive an address from the Irish Protest- 
ants, his only answer to their congratulations on his 
accession and warm professions of attachment was, 
" I thank you ; I will take care of you.** 

William was unfortunate in the choice of the 
agent he selected to conduct his treaty with Tyrcon- 
nel. The person appointed was Richard Hamilton, 
who had led a party of troops from Ireland on the 
first alarm of William's invasion, and was now in 
some degree regarded as a prisoner. Hamilton had 
witnessed the long contest which took place between 
the whig and tory lords with respect to the royal 
election^ and over-estimating at once the influence 
and the consistency of the 4atter, believed that no- 
thing but a little e^^ertion was wanting to replace 
James on his abdicated throne. Instead of per- 
suading Tyrconnel to submit, Hamilton advised him 
strenuously to maintain Ireland for James, as the 
other two kingdoms would speedily return to their 
allegiance. 

Tyrconnel was easily persuaded to follow the 
course to which he had been previously disposed by 
interest and inclination ; yet he still dissembled with 
the Protestants — told them that he only delayed ac- 
knowledging the Prince of Orange until he received 
an answer from James — and requested them to send 
a deputy to the fallen monarch, in order to point out 
to him the necessity of submission. As Tyrconnel 
has left no manuscript behind him, it is impossible 
to discover whether he was sincere in this proposal, 
or meditated a piece of unnecessary treachery ; the 
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|ftyebt seems to countenance the latter hypothet is. 
pbuntjoy as the deleg^ate of the Irish Protestants, 
yfed Rice as the ambassador of the Catholics, waited 
ka James at Paris ; but they had scarcely entered 
[on a discussion concemingr the state of Ireland 
when Mountjov was arrested and sent to the bastile 
as a traitor, while Rice opened a negotiation with 
the French luing for sending a large TOdy of troops 
into Ireland to support the cause of James. In the 
mean time Hamilton had forced the northern Prot- 
estants from all their strongholds, except Derry and 
Euniskillen, which were hourly expected to surren- 
der, as James had partisans in both places* 

On the 12th of March, James landed at Kinsala 
with a small body of French forces, which would 
have been much larger, had he not expressed a wish 
that his restoration should be owing principally to 
the exertions of his own subjects. At Cork he was 
met by Tyrconnel, whom he instantly created a 
duke ; and proceeding thence to Dublin, he entered 
the capital on the 24th of the same month, attended 
by the Catholic priests and prelates in the state- 
habits of their several orders. Loyal addresses 
poured in from every side ; and none were warmer 
in their prbfessions of attachment than the clergy 
of the Established Church. James answered their 
^dresses with a duplicity equal to their own, and 
professed a sincere affection for the principles of 
the Anglican episcopal church. He then issued 
fiye proclamations ; the first, commanding all Prot- 
estants who had left the kingdom to return under 
penalty of forfeiture ; the second, commanding all 
Catholics not belonging to the army to deposite 
their arms in the royal stores ; the third regulated 
the supply of provisions to the troops ; the fourth 
^aed the value of money; and the fifth summoned 
* ^liament for the ensuing May. 

Havuig thus provided for the civil govenunent, 
*^»ae% was anxious to give his subjects a specimen 
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of his military acquirements, and therefore advanced 
to reduce the disobedient city of Londonderry. Bif* 
ferent plans were proposed for this purpose. Some 
recommended an immediate attempt to storm ; others 
preferred the slow operations of a blockade ; but it 
was finally resolved to try the effects of a long siege, 
in order that the Irish soldiers might become ac- 
customed to arms and discipline. This resolution 
had scarcely been taken, when ft was nearly ren- 
dered unnecessary by the cowardice or treachery of 
Lundy, the governor. He neglected to check the 
advance of the Irish army, though several favour- 
able opportunities were afforded. He detained on 
board the ships two English regiments that had been 
sent to strengthen the garrison ; and while James 
was yet at a distance, he summoned a council of war 
to deliberate on terms of capitulation. The council 
was composed of the officers of the English regi- 
n\ents, and the principal civic authorities. ' After a 
brief consultation, it was unanimously resolved that 
the town was indefensible ; that the regiments should 
return to England ; and that the citizens should en- 
deavour to make the best terms they could. The 
regiments in consequence departed,* and deputies 
were sent to trekt with James. 

The news of this determination was received with 
the utmost rage by the populace. They shouted for 
vengeance on their betrayers ; slew one officer, and 
dangerously wounded another. In the midst of the 
confusion, Murray, a brave and popular officer, ar- 
rived at the head of a reinforcement. He aadressed 
the soldiers in a brief, but animated speech, which 
was received with tumultuous applause. While he 
expostulated with Lundy, a number of the soldiers 
and citizens rushing to the walls, put an end to the 
negotiations, by firing oft Jamei^ and his advanced 
guard, then approaching the town. All subordination 
was instantly at an end ; the governor and magistrates 
were deposed. Lundy concealed himself, to avoid 
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the popular fury ; and a general meeting of the citi* 
sens was called, to elect a new civic administration* 
It .has been frequently remarked, that when mobs 
elect leaders, they seldom make a bad choice ; the 
truth of this aphorism was fully proved on the 
present occasion; the populace having discovered 
pusillanimity under the soldier's dress, sought and 
found courage and conduct beneath a cassock. They 
elected as governor George Walker, a clergyman, 
and his subsequent behaviour amply justified the 
vrisdom of their choice. 

The spirit and gallantry displayed by the men of 
Derry on this occasion has been often the theme of 
eulogy ; but no praise can be adequate to their merits. 
They were in want of every thing. The walls were 
not very strong ; the guns on the ramparts not suf- 
ficient for the defence of all the points ; the town 
was unprovided with provisions; the garrison un« 
disciplined, and uninstructed in the art of war. But 
the last circumstance, though apparently a disad- 
vantage, was one of the chief causes of their suc- 
cess : they were ignorant of the dangers they had to 
encounter, and their enthusiasm enaUed them to 
achieve triumphs where ordinary soldiers, taught the 
amount or hazard by experience, would have quailed 
in despair. The town contained about thirty thou- 
sand people, but the greater part of these were refu- 
gees from the surrounding country. The serviceable 
portion of the inhabitants amounted to about seven 
thousand half*>armed men, which were formed into 
eight regiments, commanded by officers whom tl^y 
elected themselves ; and thus provided, they dared 
to defy an army of twenty thousand, headed by some 
of the best generals in Europe. 

Nor are there any acts of cruelty or wanton blood- 
shed, such as frequently arise from high- wrought en- 
thusiasm, to sully the fair fame of the men of Derry. 
Unlike their brethren the Enniskilleners, whose track 
was marked by carnage and desolation, the Deny- 

Vol. II.— L 
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men treated their enemies with tenderness and ha* 
nianity. Landy and the timid magistrates were per* 
mitted to depart uninjured: the few Catholics that 
were found in the town were deprived of their arms^ 
but were permitted to go elsewhere, or remain, just 
as they pleased. 

The events of the siege possess the interest of ro 
mance rather than history, for all the incidents are 
directly at variance with what might naturally have 
been expected from the condition of the besieged. 
As might be supposed, there was no regular govern- 
ment, and yet there was never the slightest appear- 
ance of confusion. When a soldier became ex- 
hausted from fatigue on the bastion, he retired to 
rest without waiting for permission, and his place 
was instantly supplied by another, who was anxious 
to manifest his zeal. There was no flinching— no 
reluctance to endure toil and fatigue — no wish to 
avoid a post of danger. When an opportunity of- 
fered, parties, self-formed, issued out and attacked 
the hostile lines. These sallies were son\etimes de- 
feated, but the parties not unfrequeutly return^ 
laden with small supplies of provision and plunder. 
Eighteen clergymen of the established church, and 
seven dissenting ministers', cheerfully shared in all 
the toils of the siege, and in their turns collected 
the people every day in the cathedral, animating them 
to perseverance by that fervid eloquence which the 
circumstances of their situation naturally inspired. 
Contests about disputed points of doctrine were of 
rare occurrence, and when they arose were checked 
by the influence of the leaders. The zeal of all was 
directed to one common end, the preservation of the 
town from the great object of their hatred — ^popish 
dominion. 

James and his generals were astounded at conduct 
that set all ordinary rules of calculation at defiance. 
The town was battered for eleven days. The garri- 
son threw the gates open,«and desired the be«iegen 
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not to take the trouble of making a breacby when 
they might march through the open portals if they 
dared. The baffled monarch* irritated at the disap- 
pointment, bitterly reproached the Irish soldiers for 
attowing themselves to be foiled ; and intrusting the 
conduct of the siege to the French general Rosen* 
returned to Dublin. 

The siege had already lasted more than two 
months, and the gallant spirit of the garrison was 
unabated. But they had now to encounter disease 
and famine, two more formidable enemies than the 
besiegers. Theur stock of provisions had been long 
exhausted, and they had recourse to the most loath- 
some and revolting substitutes for food. The heats 
of a summer more than ordinarily fierce generated 
a pestilence, which was aggravated by hunger and 
confinement, yet, in language which they were fond 
of borrowing, ** there was no complaining heard in 
their streets." 

The parent wept not over the child struck down 
by the plague, or withered by the famine that fell 
before his eyes ; the husband returned from the walls 
to his famishing wife, and heard exhortations to per- 
severance, uttered in fainting accents ; , the children 
shared in the enthusiasm that prevented the common 
wants of nature from being felt, and submitted to 
privations without a murmur; the cathedral was 
crowded every day, by all who could crawl within 
the hallowed precincts ; and the spiritual excitement 
supplied by the preachers made misery unfelt, and 
want unheeded. When their calamities had reached 
this height, they suddenly discovered a fleet of thirty 
sail advancing up the beautiful waters of Lougn 
Foyle with supplies for their relief; but at the mo- 
ment when their expectations were most excited, 
they beheld, with equal surprise and consternation, 
the fieet suddenly change its course, and retire. 
Rirke, the commander of the expedition, was a mon- 
ster of inhumanity, whose cruel severities against 
the followers of the uohappy Monmouth have been 
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already recorded. It reflects indelible dis^ace on 
"William's character, that he employed and trusted 
this miscreant, and that he allowed his treacherous 
desertion of his former master to atone for the bar- 
barities he had perpetrated in his service. When 
Kirke saw the Irish army preparing batteries to con- 
test his passage, he became terrified, and sailed away, 
leaving the town apparently exposed to inevitable 
destruction. With great difficulty, and after repeated 
disappointments, the citizens succeeded in opening a 
communication with Kirke, and received a reply that 
was nothing better than cruel irony. He informed 
them, that he had sailed round to Lough Swiliy, in 
order to open a communication with the Enniskil- 
leners, and thus effect a diversion in their favour ; 
and recommended them *' to husband their provi- 
sions most carefully !" 

Hamilton, one of the Irish leaders, compassionated 
the miseries, and respected the valour, of the men 
of Derry. He addressed them in the most affection- 
ate terms, beseeching them to take pity upon them- 
selves, and have compassion on their own distress. 
But their undaunted cry was still, " No surrender !" 
They replied, that they would not follow his example 
in treachery. Rosen declared, that if the town was 
not surrendered before the first day of July, all the 
Protestants in the neighbouring country should be 
driven beneath the walls there to perish, unless the 
garrison accepted his terms. All the Irish generaJs, 
except Lord Galmoy, strenuously protested against 
the execution of this barbarous threat ; and the sol- 
diers loudly expressed their disinclination to such 
cruelties. Rosen disregarded their remonstrances. 
On the following mornings the garrison beheld a 
confused assembly approaching the walls, on which 
they fired, happily without doing any mischief. 
With unutterable horror, they soon discovered that 
it was a helpless crowd of men, women, and children, 
driven from their homes to perish before their eves, 
and urged forward by soldiers, who performed their 
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tnty ynth sighs and tears* But the hearts even of 
these sufferers fainted not; the dying collected their 
last 'breath, to exhort the garrison to persevere in 
their heroic resistance ; the women and children be- 
aoiight the soldiers on the walls to disregard their 
sufferings, and remain true to their cause ; all con- 
jured their brethren to revenge their wrongs, by 
baffling an enemy that was capable of such barbari- 
ties. The irritated garrison determined, as a retali- 
ation, to hang up all the prisoners they had taken in 
their several sallies ; and for this purpose, erected a 
gallows in sight of the enemy's camp. Among these 
were several very popular leaders; and the Irfsh 
army was on the point of mutiny, while Rosen still 
continued unmoved^ but Hamilton and the other 
leaders had, in the mean time, communicated the 
circumstances to James, and obtained ^from him a 
positive order that the multitude should be allowed 
to return uninjured to their own homes.* The 
garrison took advantage of this opportunity to send 
out some of the most helpless citizens, receiving a 
reinforcement of the young and active in their stead ; 
so that Rosen's cruelty eventually tended to their 
advantage. 

Kirke was at length stimulated to make some ex- 
ertions for the relief of Derry, on learning the general 
indignation that his conduct had caused in England, 
and that the ganison was about to yield at last to 
the enemy. He therefore despatched two victual- 
lers, under the convoy of the Dartmouth frigate, to 
force the passage, which he might easilv have 
effected seven weeks before. No pen can describe 
the excitement which prevailed in the town and the 
camp, when the approach of these vessels was dis- 
covered. The citizens rushed to the walls; the 

* Tradition atwertcs tbat-Romn would have dlaobeyed tbis order bvt 
for Ibe fear of mutiny occasioned by the threat of banging the priaonera ; 
and tbat Hamilton was ao pteaaed with the condact of the fo^f™**^ 
on the occasion, that he sent Wm a present of provistons, and a leiiar 
commanding his apirK. 
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Irish manned their batteries. A s the ships approached; 
the boom which the besiegers had placed across the 
entrance, the frigate shortened sail, and the trans- 
ports proceeded alone. Heedless of the fire of the 
batteries, the larger of the vi<;tuallers steered with 
full force against the boom and broke it, but was 
driven ashore by the violence of the shock. It was 
a moment of intense anxiety. The besiegers rushed 
to sei^^e tm vessel ; but before they could reach her 
she was forced off by the rebound of her own guns, 
and floated majestically into the harbour. 

Thus ended the siege of Derry. More than half 
of the garrison perished by famine or disease ; and 
the survivors were so worn by suffering, that they 
could scarcely be recognised. The Irish army broke 
up the siege and retired. The men of Deny had 
the courage, or rather the rashness, to sally out and 
attack their rear, for which they were punished by a 
severe defeat. 

During the siege of Deny, the royal army had 
been greatly embarrassed by the Enniskilleners, who 
frequently surprised their outposts and intercepted 
their convoys. Lord Galway being sent to reduce 
them, laid siege to their frontier garrison, Crom 
Castle on Laugh Erne. As he was prevented by the 
difficulties of the ground from bringing up his artil- 
lery, he was forced to have recourse to stratagem. 
He procured two mock cannons made of tin, which 
he 'ostentatiously placed in a battering condition, 
and then summoned the garrison to surrender. They 
not only sent him a spirited defiance, but, sallying 
out, drove the besiegers from their trenches, and 
routed them with great slaughter. The tin cannon 
were exhibited as trophies of their success, and lopg 
continued to furnish the Enniskilleners with a theme 
of boastful merriment. Kirke supplied these insur- 
gents with arms ; and their numbers soon becoming 
formidable, James determined to overwhelm them 
with three armies. The Duke of Berwick marched 
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^rfjpdnst them from the north; SsnUeld advanced 
ll^S>Ri Connaught with troops lately levied; and 
I General Maearthy, who had completely subdued In- 
I chiqain in Munster, now hasted to overwhelm the 
Enniskilleners. Ignorance of their danger saved 
them from rain ; they knew only of the motions of 
^he Connaught army, and against this body they 
marched with great intrepidity. They surprised 
Sarsfield's camp, threw his soldiers into confhsion, 
.and routed them with great slaughter. They had 
not the same si^rceess against the Duke of Berwick, 
^who cut several of their companies to pieces ; but 
^his disaster was more than compensated by their 
.decisive victory' over Maearthy at Newtown-Butler. 
^ Wolsley, the commander of the Enniskilleners, 
had not more thaii two thousand men. Macarthy*s 
numbers amounted to six thousand. Bravery alone 
would not have atoned for this disparity of force ; 
but a fortunate accident gave a victory to the weaker 
army. Wolsley commenced the engagement by a 
furious attack on Macarthy's right wing, which he 
threw into confusion. The Irish general commanded 
some battalions from the centre to advance to its 
support. The officer who conveyed the order, gave 
the word ** Wheel to the right," which was mistaken 
for " Wheel to the right about." The battalions 
consequently began to march from the field; and 
the troops in the rear, seeing the symptoms of re- 
treat, broke and fled. The Irish general was unable 
to remedy this fatal error ; the Enniskilleners pur- 
sued their advantage and completed the rout. Two 
thousand of the Irish were slain, and about six hun- 
dred forced into Lough Erne, where they perished. 
The Enniskilleners sullied their victory by needless 
barbarity. They refused quarter to all but officers, 
and murdered their wounded captives in cold blood. 
Maearthy was brought as a prisoner into Enniskillen, 
bitterly lamenting the chance by which his life had 
been preserved. 
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The snccesses of the Protestants of the natibp 
however brilliant, could have produced but little e^ 
feet in the final decision of the contest, had James 
acted with spirit or energy. Dundee wrote to him 
a pressing letter, requesting him to delay no longer 
in a country, nine-tenths of which were already in 
his possession ; but to come over and show himself 
in Scotland, where an army would start up at the 
very moment of his landing. There is little doubt 
that James would have been restored, if he bad 
adopted this prudent counsel; but he knew not the 
value of the Highlanders as soldiers, and hesitated 
until his cause was ruined by the fall of Dundee. 
James was at this time, and indeed during the whole 
period of his residence in Ireland, guided entirely by 
the advice of the French ambasssidor, who regarded 
rather the interests of his own master, than the res-, 
toration of the dethroned monarch. He detained 
James in Ireland, because he deemed that his pres* 
ence there was an advantage to France. 



CHAPTER X. 

King Jamafi JritkParUammt. 

Thv military career of James had not tended to 
raise his character for courage or conduct ; and we 
shall find as little reason to admire him as a legis- 
lator. The parliament met on the 7th of May 1689, 
at the Inns of Court in Dublin. The number of the 
Catholic peers was increased by the reversal of 
several attainders, and by some new creations, 
which it is but just to add were well merited. Several 
Protestant lords and bishops attended. They fre- 
quently opposed the measures of the court with 
great spirit; but no attempt was ever made to check 
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tlieir freedom. No Catholic prelates were 8Qm« 
imoed. The members of the Lower House were 
'Nibiefly Catjiolics. The university, and a few other 
.places, returned Protestants; but they were lost in 
the great majority which the late change in the cor- 
porations by Tyrconnel enabled the court to secure. 
The parliament was opened by the king in person, 
wearing his royal robes, and with the crown on his 
head. The king's speech was temperate and judi- 
cious. He commended the zeal and loyalty of his 
Irish subjects ; declared his abhorrence of violating 
the rights of conscience or those of property; pro- 
mised equal protection to Catholics and Protestants ; 
and stated his readiness to assent to any laws which 
would benefit the nation. He particularly recom- 
mended to the notice of the Parliament the dis- 
tressed state of trades and manufactures, and the 
condition of those who had l)een unjustly deprived 
of their property by the Act of Settlement. Nagle, 
the speaker of the House of Commons, and Fitton, 
the lord chancellor* made the proper commen^ry 
on the speech; and affectionate addresses were 
unanimously voted in reply by both houses. 

With the single exception of the Act of Attainder, 
never sat a parliament in Ireland whose laws were 
better calculated to serve the country, and whose ex- 
ertions were more uniformly directed by a spirit of 
equity and sound policy. But the Act of Attainder 
was a piece of monstrous injustice, almost rivalling 
the sweeping confiscations of the Cromwellians. 
By this law, about two thousand Protestant noble- 
men and gentlemen, known or suspected to be ad- 
herents of William, were attainted and declared to 
haye forfeited all their property, real and personal, 
unless they surrendered betore a certain day. By a 
clause still more atrocious, the king was deprived of 
the power of pardoning all who did not establish 
their innocence before a certain day. As an excuse 
for this violent measure, the precedent of the for- 
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feitures, made with even greater injustice by the 
Cromwellians and the English parliament, had been 
quoted. But one crime cannot justify another ; and 
though the Irish parliament did not so flagrantlF 
outrage every principle of equity as their Protestant 
predecessors, it is to be lamented that they snllied 
the brightest spot of Irish history by a measure 
which cannot be defended. It is much more agree- 
able to contemplate the wise and beneficent laws by 
which this single instance of wrong was accom- 

Eanied. One of the first acts passed by James's par- 
ament was, " An act for establishing liberty of 
conscience, and repealing such acts or clauses in 
any act of parliament, as are inconsistent with the 
same." To this measure the Irish Catholic may 
appeal as a full and satisfactory refutation of the 
charges of bigotry and intolerance ; and the Irish 
Protestant must blush to remember, that William's 
Protestant parliament, so far from imitating this 
noble example of enlightened liberality, took the 
earliest opportunity of establishing a system of penal 
laws, compared with which the persecutions of 
Spanish inquisitors were tenderness and mercy. 
The second act connected with religion adopted by 
this parliament, regulated the payment of tithes. 
It directed that all should pay tithes to the pastors 
of their several communions. No one can say that 
this measure was unjust ; it is only the labourers 
that are worthy of their hire ; and if it be necessary 
to provide a legal support for the religious instruc- 
tion of the people, it should be paid to those who 
are really their instructors. 

The establishment of the legislative and judicial 
independence of Ireland had been sdways a favourite 
object of the native Irish, and had been equally the 
dread and abhorrence of the Cromwellians, who 
looked to the maintenance of English pawer for the 
security of their estates. A bill was i^troduced, 
prohibiting writs of error and appeal into England^ 
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wd providing that no act of the English parliament 
Aouid bind Ireland. It passed through the lower 
rioose with little opposition; but was fiercely at- 
' talked by the Protestant Bishop of Meath, when it 
was sent up to the Lords. He argued that it was in- 
consistent with the oath of supremacy ; that it trench- 
ed on the royal prerogative ; and, with more reason, 
that it tended to dissolve the connexion between 
the two countries. The arguments of the worthy 
prelate did not appear very convincing, even to the 
Protestant lords. On a division, he. was the only 
not-content. A bill for the repeal of Poy nin^s law* 
thoug^h strenuously urged by tlM parliament, was 
vehemently opposed by the kins, and finally lost* 
This was not the only instance of disunion between 
the Irish and their sovereign.* They early dis- 
coTered the gross and incurable defects in the char- 
acter of James — his meanness mingled with pride-— 
his weakness and obstinacy— his presumptuous folly 
— his incurable love of despotic power. They wete 
justly jealous of the partiality he showed to foreigners 
and strangers. They were indignant at perceiving 
that he received their services as matter of right, 
and rewarded them with coldness and ingratitude. 
In fact, they would have got rid of him if they 
could ; but they were too generous to desert a sove- 
reim who had thrown himself on their protection, 
and too loyal to dismiss a king as unceremoniously 
as the people of England. 

The great business of the sesmon was the repeal 
of the '* Act of Settlement." A bUl for this pur- 
pose was prepared by Baron Rice and Sir Richard 
Nagle. It was introduced in the lower house on 
the 13th of May, and was brought up to the lords 
on the 38d of the same month. It was canvassed 

* Be alM> nrfected a bill which provided kiiM of coon fin Uie educa- 
tion of Irish law-studenta— an object which the CatboUce were eager 
to obtain, becaoae they deemed the religloa of their children endaofered 
by araaidaMe hi London. 
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with all the attention which a measure of sneh iiii«* 

Eortance merited ; and it was the middle of June 
efore it finally passed. The Protestant bishops, 
and sojne of the nobility, asked leave to enter their 
protest against the bill. James replied, that protests 
came in rebellious times ; but permitted them to re- 
cord their dissent, which wag accordingly done. 
The protest was signed by the Bishops of Meath, 
Ossoiy, Cork, and Limerick ; by the proxies of the 
Archbishop of Armagh and the Bishop of Water- 
ford ; and by four temporal peers, Granard, Long- 
ford, Rosse, and Howth. 

The parliament had granted James the enorniott9 
subsidy of twenty thousand pounds monthly, whieb 
he instantly doubled by royal proclamation. The 
Irish nobility remonstrated against this violent stretch 
of the royal prerogative ; but James was not to be 
dissuaded. He passionately exclaimed, ** If I can- 
not do this, I can do nothing;^' and reminded them 
of their former protestations of unlimited obedience* 
But it was easier to impose taxes than to procure, 
payment. Money came in slowly, and James bad 
recourse to a new measure, in which he anticipated 
the financial policy of Mr. Pitt. He erected a bank, 
and, by his own proper authority, forthwith estab- 
lished a bank-restriction act. He issued metal 
tokens formed from old cannon,^ broken bells, and 
other useless materials, at the nominal value of five 
pounds sterling for every pound weight of tlie coin. 
But James knew not how to support the credit of 
his metallic notes. The coin was paid into his ex- 
chequer at the nominal value ; but, in the ordinary 
transactions of business, it passed for little more 
than its real worth. The king was sorely puzzled 
by this consequence, which he had not at all antici- 
pated. In vam did he promise, that, at a future 
time, his metallic notes should be exchanged for 
sterling coin. The traders could not be persuaded 
to receive the tokens at the nominal value ;> or, rather. 
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evaded the proclamation, by raising' the price 
all commodities. The king was forced to nave 
sorirse to another expedient. He issued a table of 
ices, and denounced severe penalties against those 
lo demanded more. Improving in financial policy 
he advanced, he determined to become a merchant 
iself. He bought up the staple articles of the 
logdom with his base coin, and, exporting them to 
'ance, there sold them for good money. Few were 
willing to sell their property on isuch terms; but 
there was no resisting a purchaser, who came at- 
tended by a troop of dragoons, or a company of 
musketeers. 

The clamour raised against these proceedings by 
the Protestant writers is exceedingly ridiciuous. 
Janaes's scheme of a national bank was not one whit 
worse than the thousand and one schemes of bank- 
ing which have since appeared. The bank failed, 
and involved multitudes in misery, and so have many 
other banks in later times ; but surely it is unrea- 
sonable that the Protestants, who used their utmost 
efforts to break the bank, should complain of a con- 
sequence wMch they themselves laboured so strenu- 
ously to produce. The Catholics murmured with 
more justice ; for when the battle of the Boyne an- 
nihilated ^ the bank,** they lost every thing. 

The Protestants complain, that James gave several 
churches and schools to the Catholic clergy, which 
of right belonged to themselves. But, in this in- 
stance, the conduct of the monarch was not without 
excuse. The Protestant clergy had not given them- 
selves the only title to possession, which deserves 
to be jregarded. They had not filled the churches 
with congregations, nor the schools with scholars.* 



* Wsay of the Irish endowed tctaoolf were, antll very lately, notorioiw 
■ h Mcnree ^ Dr. Grier, the hiolher>ln-law oT the Arehbiehop of Dublta, 
ftr many yean received the emoliUMata of the endewed adioolof Bfi4> 
dleton, tbou^ he reaidiid iB'Dauin, w^kile Um nntenaatedtdieol'hoiiM' 
craiDbladiiu»raliMk ^ 

Vol. II*— M 
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The Catholics did both, and their claim was coirae^ 
quently more reasonable. The violence with which "i 
James treated the University of Dublin is not equally 
excusable. It was an atrocious instance of bigotry 
and tyranny. He, sent a *' mandamos" to the provost 
and fallows, commanding them to admit a Roman 
Catholic named Greene to the oflSce of senior fellow. 
With becoming spirit, the heads of the umversity 
flatly refused to obey the arbitrary edict, and pleaded 
their own cause before Sir Richard Nagle. James 
would not even wait for a legal decision. He sfent 
a body of soldiers, who unceremoniously expelled 
provost, fellows, and scholars, converted the chapel 
uito a magazine, and the college itself into a barrack. 
By the advice of his confessor, James designed ta 
establish a Jesuit seminary on this foundation ; and, 
in the mean time, appointed a Citholic priest named 
Moore provost, and Macarthy, another of the same 
order, librarian. Moore and Macarthy were men 
of learning and integrity; they carefully preserved 
the library, with all its valuable manuscripts and 
furniture; arid when William's arrival afibrded an 
opportunity, surrendered the entire safe and unin^ 
jured.to the rightful owners. 

The administration of justice during this brief 
period deserves the highest praise. With the ex- 
ception of Nugent and Fitton, the Irish judges would 
have been an hofiour to any bench. Kenting, a 
Protestant, was a man of Spirit and independence f 
he unhesitatingly condemned several of the king'a 
arbitrary meastires; and it is but justice to add, that 
he did not thereby forfeit the royal confidence. 
But the boast of the Irish benchj both for talent and 
integrity, was Chief-baron Rice. The breath of 
calumny has never uttered an imputation against his 
impartiality; and his compassionate tenderness 
almost degenerated into weakness.^ After the com' 
pletion of th6 revolution he emigrated, but, wearied 
of a life of depeDdency,*he letomed home and re- 
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commenced his career as a barrister. He appeared 
m. a stuff gown pleading before that bench wnich he 
tad so long adorned, and commanding the respect 
of the. most inveterate enemies of his religion and 
nation. It is gratifying to learn that his honourable 
labours met their due reward, rie amassed a second 
fortune more considerable than that which had been 
confiscated. He died in a good old age, bequeathing 
to bis successors extensive estates, the reward of 
industTT and probity, and an honourable name which 
none of them have disgraced. 

The military affairs, after the raising of the siege 
of Derry, were unaccountably neglected by James 
and his officers. They knew that William was 
making active preparations for the invasion of Ire- 
land, and they toolt no efficient measures of defence. 
Soldiers marched and countermarched without plan, 
order, or regularity. They were billeted on the 
inhabitants of the cities and towns, who vainly 
remonstrated against the hardship; but they were 
neither employ^ in garrisoning the towns on the 
coast, nor in subduing the Protestants of the north, 
who might have been easily crushed by a vigorous 
effort. The real cause of this confusion in the 
military councils appears to have been the national 
jealousy between the Irish and French officers, and 
the anwise partiality of the foolish king for foreign- 
ers. There was even a suspicion that James had 
agreed to place Ireland under the protection of 
IVance ; and the Irish, justly indignant, were resolved 
not to submit to such an insult. It is probable that, 
had William at this time offered fair and favourable 
terms to the Catholics, he might have obtained the 
kingdom'by negotiations, and averted the misery of 
^V0|years of desolating war. 
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CHAPTER XL 

7^ Cam^aignaof Sekombtrgand WUHam. 

Tbi delay of making any efforts to support the 
cause of Protestantism in Ireland exposed William 
III. to great and unmerited censure. He found that 
the crown which he had been so eager to obtain was 
indeed a crown of thorns, and that those who had 
been foremost in promoting his elevation were now 
as anxious to hasten his downfall. Dundee was in 
arms in Scotland^-the English fleet had suffered a 
severe defeat in Bantry Bay— the power of the 
French king threatened the ruin of Holland, which 
William loved much better than his new dominions 
— ^and finally, the distraction of England prevented 
the new king from paying that attention to Ireland 
which its importance required, and which the Eng- 
lish people very imperatively demanded. The 
popular discontent hurried the preparations. With 
considerable difficulty an army of somewhat more 
than ten thousand men was assembled, and placed 
under the command of Duke Schomberg, an officer 
of great reputation. The materials of which this 
army was composed exhibited a strange niixture 
of nations and languages. There were Danes, Ger« 
mans, Dutchmen, French refugees, and military 
adventurers from every Europe|an country. The 
"thirty years' war" had filled Europe with those 
soldiers of fortune, ready to lend their swords to 
the service of any cause which promised pay and 
plunder ; but after the accession of Louis XIV ., some 
appearance of principle was manifested by such 
adventurers; regarding his wars, as indeed they in 
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90me sort were, a contest between Catholieism and 
jProtestantisrn for the supremacy in Europe, they no 
longer showed an utter indifference to pnnciple, but 
selected a service which, in some measure, accorded 
with their religious profession. William was justly 
regarded as the head of the Protestant party in £u« 
rope; the pay given by England and Holland was 
higher and more secure than that of other states ; 
and both these causes supplied William with bodies 
ef hardy veterans, familiar with war from their ^ 
cradle. 

Bravery, however, was this chief, almost the only 
▼aluable attribute possessed by these, men. They 
were the outcasts of all society, familiar with every 
erime, abandoned to every excess. Vices for which 
language scarcely ventures to find a name, abomina- 
tions that may not be described, and can scarcely be 
imagined, were constantly practised by these bands, 
which the long continental wars had called into ex- 
istence. The traditions of Irish Protestants and 
Catholics contain a horrid catalogue of the enormi- 
ties practised by "this black banditti;" and these 
accounts are fnliy con^rmed by the-narratives which 
the contemporary writers have given of their conduct 
in other countries.* With these were joined some 
raw English levies, who found it much easier to 
imitate the debaucheries, than to practise the disci- 
pline, of the foreigners. Indeed, no worse scourge 
could be sent by an angry Providence than the army 
which now proceeded against Ireland. 

On the 13th of August, 1689, Schomberg*s troops 
effected their landing in Bangor Bay, near Cs^rricK 
fergus, without encountering any opposition* A 

* If there ym any neeenity to add conftnnation to theae flicfa, wtaictL 
bowever, are aofflcientfy notorioaii, it qnight be (bund in the letter* of 
Dr. Gorge, Seboinberg'a secretary and chaplain. Let one extract suf 
flee. ** Can we expect,"* says be, speaking of the Engltoh army, ** ibai 
Sodom will destroy Babylon ; or that debauchery will extirpate popery 1 
Our enemy fights against us with the principle or a mistaken conscience; 
9W, «fai&ac the cmif Iction of atu own eoliscioiiQea, a^biat than>" 

MS 
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favourable opfxniiimty was afforded to the 

Suartered in the neigiiboiirhood of attacking 
ming the night ; but it was lost, because the leadc 
had greatly overrated the quantity and quality of 
Bnglish army. They believed that it amounted 
tiiirty thousand, though it scarcely exceeded on^ 
third of the number; and they believed that it 
totally composed of veterans, though at least on^ 
half consisted of raw levies. It was long- befoi 
this fatal error was dissipated. Schomberg's fii 
enterprise was the siege of Carrickfergus. The pi: 
was vigorously attacked, and as obstinately defende( 
M acarty More, the governor, did not surrender unt 
his last barrel of powder was. expended, and eveiz 
then obtained honourable conditions. No attempt 
was , made to relieve the town by James or bis 
general. They were at the time busily employed 
m long discussions on the plan of the campaign, 
when the slightest exertion of vigour would have 
terminated it in a few days. It is painful to add 
that the terms of the capitulation were flagrantly 
violated. The inhabitants were stripped and plun- 
dered ; the women treated with a licentious cruelty 
which will not admit of description. It is worthy 
of remark, that in all the civil wars by which Ireland 
has been devastated, no instance of a single injury 
offered to a female can be charged against the native 
Irish ; while, in every instance, the conduct of the 
English soldiers was not only licentious, but brutal 
The exertions of Schomberg, who was an honour- 
able and humane man, at length checked these atro- 
cities ; but by these exertions he incurred the hatred 
of his own soldiers. 

Soon after the English army had landed, they 
were joined by the Enniskilleners, and were per- 
fectly astounded by the appearance of the nien 
whose fame had been so loudly trumpeted in England. 
Eveiy man was armed and equipped after his own 
fashion, and each man was attended by a mounted 
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Hfrfant bearinghis baggage. Discipline was as little 
ligarded as uniformity. They rode in a confused 
lody, and only formed a hasty line when preparing 
la fight. Descended from the Levellers and Cove- 
||Eanters, they preserved all the gloomy fanaticism of 
rflieir fathers, and believed the slaughtering of papists 
I an act of religious duty. They were robbers and 
{ murderers on principle, for they believed themselves 
■' commissioned to remove idolatry from the land* 
Inferior to the old Levellers in strength and skill, 
they equalled them in enthusiasm, and surpassed 
them in courage. They never hesitated to encoun- 
ter any odds, however unequal ; and rejoiced in the 
prospect of death, while engs^ed in what they called 
the service of the Lord. Reeking from the field of 
battle, they assembled round their preachers, who 
always accompanied them in their expeditions, and 
listened with eager delight to their wild effusions, 
Vn which the magnificent orientalisms of the Old 
Testament were strangely combined with their own 
gross and vulgar sentiments. They were like the 
modern Cossacks — a formidable body of irregular 
cavalry, and for that very reason an encumbrance to 
an orderly and disciplined army. 

Neither Schoftiberg, nor any of William's gjen- 
erals, understood the value of these men. Wiluam 
. himself despised them most heartily, and subjected 
them to military execution by the dozen for violat- 
ing the laws of war. From the moment that the^ 
joined the regular army, they performed no exploit 
worthy of their former fame, simply because they 
could not learn a new mode of fighting. They were 
aware of this themselves, and frequently declared 
with truth, that " they could do no good while acting 
nnder orders." 

^chomberg advanced along the coast, for the 
convenience of being supported by the fleet. The 
country was a complete desert, navmg been ex- 
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hausted in the petty warfare between the Eaniskilkn- 
ers and the Irish. It was also intersected by bogs 
and mountains, whose difficulties soon broke down 
the strength and spirits of the Englishtroops. At his 
approach James's generals were inclined to retreat; 
but were diverted from this inglorious resolution by 
Tyrconnel, who promised them an immediate rein- 
forcement of twenty thousand men. When Schom- 
berg had advanced as far as Dnndalk, he halted. 
His men were quite exhausted. The fleet destined 
to supply him with artillery and provisions had not 
yet arrived at Carlingford; flying parties of the Irish 
hung on his flank and rear, cutting off his soldiers 
from food and forage. Marshal Rosen no sooner 
perceived that Schomberg had paused, than he pro- 
nounced that "he wanted something;" and imme- 
diately began to concentrate the Irish forces. Schom- 
berg could not, in his present condition, hazard a 
battle. He therefore chose what seemed a fa- 
vourable position for a fortified camp, and secured 
himself by intrenchments. James soon joined his 
forces, and led them with bsfnners displayed before 
the enemy^s lines. Both armies were anxious to 
engage, and both were disappointed by their leaders, 
gchomberg knew his own weakness too well to quit 
nis position, and James would not hazard an attempt 
to storm a fortified camp. The decision of both 
was blamed by their followers. The English said 
that they came to fight like soldiers, not to work 
hke slaves ; and they had imbibed from the Ennis- 
kiUeners a contempt for the enemy. Rosen indig- 
nantly said to James, " If your majesty had ten 
kmgdoms you would lose them/' James appears 
to have relied on the influence of some secretem- 
issanes over the French emigrants in Schombere's 
camp, and on the national vanity of the French, 
who deemed the glories of Louis almost an atone- 
xnent for his tyranmcal persecution, A conspiracy 
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iiiODg the French was in fact detected; but befoftt 
Jt could produce any effect, the ringleaders were se- 
laired and punished. 

There is little doubt but that James would have 
saoceeded, had he indulged his soldiers, and ordered 
an assault. Schomberg's camp was unfortunately 
pitched in an unwholesome spot, where his army was 
lapidly wasted by disease. His men would doubt* 
less hare made a brave resistance ; the foreign vete- 
rans were the best troops then in Europe. The 
flogged resolution of the English infantry has often 
been proved ; but their physical energies were broken ; 
aud they must have yielded to troops full of health 
and vigour, fighting for their country and their homes* 
But confinement to the camp was as destructive to 
Schomberg^s gallant army as the most disastrous 
defeat could have been. The number of the sick far 
exceeded that of those who retained their health ; 
there ' were not enough of spare men to bury their 
dead; and the putrefying carcasses soon frightfully 
increased the pesttience. The evil was aggravated 
by the characteristic obstinacy of the English sol- 
ders ; they were in a bad humour with their gene- 
^f and they exhibited it by neglecting their own 
comforts. No persuasion could prevail upon them 
to erect huts and other protections against the in- 
clement weather, or to remove the dead bodies of 
their comrades for interment. They actually used 
the carcasses for shade or shelter, and murmured 
when deprived of such accommodations. 

In the quaint words of one of Schomberg's offi* 
cers, "It would have been as hard to confine the 
l^imiskilleners in a camp, as to keep a regiment of 
March hares in a circle of a yard diameter." They 
were allowed during this time to pursue their own 
jjode of warfare, which they did with some success; 
"Ut their triumphs were more than compensated by 
the loss of Jamestown and Sligo, which Sarsfield, 
who coiamanded the Irish light troops, captured by 
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Storm; The arrival of some fresh regiments enabled 
Schomberg to remove from the camp which had* 
proved so fatal to his arhiy ; hut even the retreal 
was attended with shocking calamities. The mo* 
jtion of the wagons over rough and fugged roads 
proved fatal to a great part of the sick ; they were 
thrown out, as they expired, by the road-side. The 
regiments, already weakened, suffered severely from 
the fatigues of the march and the inclemency of the 
weather. Numbers quitted the ranks, and' quietly 
resigned themselves to death, as the only relief of 
their miseries^ The rear-guard of Schomberg's army 
literaUy marched through a lane formed by tiie piled 
bodies of their fallen comrades. Thus ended a cant- 
paign, during which it has been said, with some 
truth, that ** Schomberg did nothing, and James 
helped him." 

Nothing could exceed the disappointment of the 
English nation, when they learAed the impotent con- 
clusion of Schomberg^s campaign. The Cromwel- 
lian reijugees had represented the Irish nation as a 
fiet of despicable cowards, who mighl be subdued 
with little trouble or hazard ; and the Enjglish had 
greedily adopted an opinion so flattering to their 
prejudices. Great, then, was their astonishment, 
to find a well-appointed army, and one of the best 
generals in Europe, b^ed by those very Irish, 
though headed by the imbecile James. The House 
of Commons resolved, to inquire into the causes of 
this disappointment, and soon involved themselves 
in a serious quarrel with the king, whose conse- 
quences might have been fatal. The whigs and 
WiUiam hated ;each other most cordially, almost 
from the very beginning of their connexion ; but 
they were necessary to each other, and consequently 
forced to assume the semblance of reconciliation. 
The disputes respecting Ireland were so warm, that 
WilUam is said, on good authority, to have meditated 
resigning the crown, and returning to HoUandp bqt 
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dissaaded by some of the whig leaders, who 

unused to bring the commons into a better temper. 

the same time, to ssiltsfy the people, Wilham 

»fes8ed his intention of taking the command of 

le Irish army in person. 

A . D. 1690.-^During: the winter, several slight eff' 
Igagements took place between the Irish light troope 
and the Enniskilleners, generally to the advantage 
of the latter. The French king sent over five thoU' 
sand men, wider the command pf the Dake de Lau- 
zun; but neutralized this benefit, by requiring as 
many Irish soldiers in exchange. This was a senous 
injury to the royal cause ; for the exported troops 
were the fiower of the Irish army, and commanded 
by Macarthy More, one of James's best ofilcers. The 
French soldiers, on the contrary, were raw and un- 
disciplined ; their leader better fitted for the levee or 
the drawing-room than the field of battle. The 
can>paign opened ominously for James. A single 
frigate, the last remnant of his once-powerful fleet, 
was captured by Sir Cloudesley Shovel, in the mon- 
arch's presence ; for, on hearing the firing, James, 
believii^: that the English fleet had returned to their 
allegiance, hastened to the shore to receive their 
submission, but only arrived in time to witness the 
loss of his last vessel. 

The loss of Charlemont was a much more serious 
injury to the Irish cause ; the more especially as it 
gave full .proof of the treachery or incapacity that 
reigned in the councils of James. Though a fron- 
tier garrison, and of great importance, it was not 
supplied with provisions until after the siege had ac- 
tuaUy commenced. Teague O'Regan, the ffovemor 
of Charlemont, was a brave old veteran, in the seven- 
tieth year of his age. Me was a quaint humorist ; 
his figure seemed moulded by nature in one of her 
most whimsical moods ; and it was his pleasure to 
render it still more ridiculous by his dress. He waar 
small and hunch-backed ; his features sharp ; hi* 
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gait irregular. He wore a grizzly wig, of formn 
dimensions ; a white hat, with an immen&e feati 
a scarlet coat, huge jad^boots, and a cloak tk^ 
miffht have served a gianf . He was fond of ridir 
and the horse which he selected was scarcely to 
matched for viciousness and deformity. Schomberj 
who was himself a little eccentric, took an am: 
fancy to the character of Teague O'Regan, and 
fered the garrison the most favourable conditio] 
O'Regan's answer was characteristic ; he simply 
plied, ^ That old knave Schomberg shall not ha^ 
this castle r* A detachment of five hundred mej 
brought O'Regan a very insufficient supply of ai 
munition and provision, which he feared that they' 
would soon consume, if admitted into the garrison; 
and he therefore directed them to force their way 
back through the EngUsh lines. This they attempted^ 
but were repulsed with loss ; and as O^Regan would 
not admit them into the castle, they were forced to 
take up their quarters on the counterscarp. The 
consequences may easily be foreseen; provisions 
were soon exhausted ; and the garrison compelled 
to capitulate. Schomberg granted the best terms, 
and when he met the governor, invited him to dinner. 
During the repast, an Irish priest of the town en- 
tered mto an argument with an English dragoon on 
the difficult subject of '' transubstantiatton.** F^om 
words, the disputants soon came to blows ; and a 
messenger was sent to inform O^Regan of the breach 
of the capitulation, by the ill-treatment of the priest. 
O'Regan heard the story with great gravity, and 
coolly replied, " Served him right ; what the dense 
business nad a priest to begin an argument with a 
dragoon !" — a jest which had the happy eflfect of re- 
storing all parties to good-humour. 

We must now direct our attention to more serious 
subjects. WiUiam, previous to his arrival, sent over 
strong reinforcements to the army in Ulster; and 
as he had not yet learned the value of the English 
infantry, the new troops consisted chiefly of those 
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ga military adventurers whom we have already 
On the 6th of June his grand park of 
ry, with all the ordnance stores, ^as landed at 
ckfergus, and thither the king came himself on 
14th, accompanied by Prince George of Den- 
•k, the Duke of Ormond, and several other no- 
men of distinction. The clergymen of the estab- 
ilied chuTch waited on William with an address, 
ering very little from that which they had already 
]iresented to James, but which was probably more 
sincere. The connexion between the church and 
state led to many inconsistencies which in that day 
'weie but slightly regarded. James was regularly 
prayed for in all the churches within his lines : 
when William advanced his name was substituted ; 
and when he retreated his rival again became ** our 
most religious and gracious king.'' With equal 
prudence and generosity William distributed a large 
sam of money among the northern dissenting teach- 
ers : they had been the most devoted of his adhe- 
rents, and had shared in all the warlike operations of 
the Ulster army. Persuaded that promptitude would 
be of the most essential service, William ordered his 
army to advance southwards, in order to force an 
engagement as soon as possible; and when some 
of his officers advised greater caution, he replied, " I 
came not into Ireland to let the grass grow under 
my feet." His army amounted to thirty-six thou- 
sand chosen men, of which the greater part were 
veterans whose valour had been proved in several 
battle-^elds on the Continent. 

James, on hearing of William's landing, hastened to 
join his army, which had retreated from DundsQk to 
Drogheda, and now occupied a position on the 
southern bank of the river Boyne. The French and 
Irish of&cers vainly laboured to dissuade James from 
i fighting. They represented to him that his numbers 
were inferi(»r to those of the enemy ; that the greater 
part of his forces were raw levies ; that the promised 
Vol. II.— N 
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succours from France might be speedily expeetedf 
and that in the mean time the English army would 
be unable to resist the effects of the climate, and Clie 
harassing guerilla warfare that might be maintained 
by the peasantry and the light troops. They showed 
him how easily he could maintain a defensive war 
behind the Shannon, until France would strengthen 
him, and time weaken his rival* There is no ob* 
stinacy so great as that of a coward suddenly seized 
with a braggart fit. James, whose poltroonery— fw 
his conduct deserves no milder term — ^had caused the 
loss of the fairest opportunities of success, astonished 
all his officers by a sudden assumption of courage 
that bordered on rashness. He insisted on fightiogv 
with so much animation, that his soldiers were per- 
suaded that he intended to take a desperate part in 
the engagement ; but at the same time, with ominous 
precaution, he despatched Sir Patrick Trant to Wa- 
terford, in order to secure a ship for his escape in 
case of misfortune. It was evidently William's in- 
terest to bring the affair to an immediate decision. 
He knew the slippery ground on which he stood 
with the factions in England; he was acquainted 
with the secret intrigues of France for his destruc- 
tion ; and was convinced that evejry day that the 
Irish war was protracted added to his danger. 

On the last day of June, at the first daWn of morn- 
ing, William's army advanced towards the river. 
Having chosen a spot for his camp, the English king 
proceeded to take a survey of the enemy's lines 
from a hill which commanded an extensive prospect 
William found the Irish posted in a very favourable 
position. On the right was the town of Drogheda; 
their left was protected fcy a deep morass ; in their 
front flowed the river Boyne scarcely fordable ; and 
in front of their line were some breastworks and 
hedges convenient to be lined with infantry. In 
their rear at some distance lay the church and vil- 
lage of Donore, and about three miles farther was 
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1^ pass of Duleek, on which they depended for a 
%lBlreat 

* ^ Anxious to gain a nearer view of the enen!y, Wil- 
Sanri proceeded with some officers towards the ford 

. <lpposlte the Tillage of Old Bridge, and, having spent 
^me time in reconnoitring, set down to refresh 
himself on sonf^e rising ground. His motions had 
not escaped the attention of the Irish anny. Ber* 
wick, Tyrconnel, Sarsfield, and some other leaders, 
rod« Dn the opposite bank to observe the English 
?LTmy, and soon discovered William's situation. Sud- 
denly a squadron of horse appeared in a ploughed 
field opposite the place whei^ he was sitting. They 
concealed two field-pieces in their centre, which 
were soon placed in position. At the moment Wil- 
liam mounted his horse a shot from one of these 
guns killed a man and two horses nearly on a line 
with him, and a second ball grazed his right shoul- 
der, tearing the coat and a piece of the flesh. A re- 
port was spread through both armies that the Eng- 

' lish king was slain ; the rumour was spread as far 
as Paris ; and the rejoicing which Louis meanly or- 
dered on the occasion proved how highly he esti- 
mated the character 6f his opponent. 

To prevent the evil consequences of this unfounded 
rumour, William, as soon as the wound had been 
dressed, rode through the ranks of his army and 
showed himself to his soldiers. In the evenmg he 
called a council of war, not to deliberate, but to re- 
ceive his instructions. Schomberg remonstrated 
against the resolution to engage, and pointed out the 
hazard of crossing a river in the teeth of an in- 
trenched enemy; but eircumstances scarcely left 
'WiUiam an option. He rejected the old general's 
advice, and Schomberg retired to his tent in disgust. 
When he received, the order of battle in the even- 
ing, he indignantly exclaimed that it was the first 
which had been ever sent him. 
The debates in the councils of James were longer 
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and more discordant. The assumed courage of tbft 
wretched monarch had totally disappeared on tbe 
approach of danger; and he was now as eager to 
avoid, as he had Seen before to court, a battle. The 
French generals, perceiving the great superiority of 
William in numbers and artillery, also wished, if pos- 
sible, to decline an engagement. The Irish declared 
themselves ready to fight. Under these circum- 
stances a kind of half-measure was adopted. It was 
determined to hazard a partial battle, and to retreat 
without risking a general engagement. To this 
strange determination James in all probability owed 
the loss of his kingdom. 



CHAPTER XU. 

The Battk i^the B&yne—Tke Sieget o/AtUone and Limmek. 

On the memorable morning of the 1st of July, 
1690, William's army advanced to the banks of the 
Bo3nie in three columns. . The cavalry of the right 
wing was commanded by Count Schomberg, son of 
the duke ; the infantry by General Douglas. The 
centre, under the command of Diike Schomberg, 
marched towards some fords that had been dis- 
covered near the bridge of Slane. The left, headed 
by the king in person, proceeded to a ford nearer to 
the town of Drogheda. On the side of the Irish, the 
left and centre were composed of native troops. 
The right wing, which took no share in the engage- 
ment, consisted of the French auxiliaries. Count 
, Schomberg and Douglas crossed the river without 
much opposition. They suflfered, however, severely 
from the heavy fire of * the Irish skirmishers, who 
were posted behind the hedges which intersected the 
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fiafn. When these obstacles were oyercome, they 
«ad to struggle through the morass which protected 
the left flank of the Irish — an object not to be ac- 
complished without ^reat loss and difficulty, but 
which was finally attained by perseyeringf gallantry. 
Astonished at this intrepidity, the Irish gave ground 
and retreated towards Duleek, hotlv pursued by 
Count Schomberg. Reinforcements, nowever, soon 
came up from the centre, and Schomberg was forced 
to retire in hiS'tum. 

William's main body, consisting of his Dutch 
guard, then the finest infantry in Europe, and some 
regiments of French Hugonots and other fugitives, 
now entered the river, and found the water rising as 
high as their breasts. They advanced firmly, hold* 
ing their muskets above their heads, under a severe 
and close fire, poured upon them by several Irish 
battalions which HaniiUon had placed upon the bank. 
The Dutch were not shaken ; they pushed forward, 
and, having gained the bank, rapidly formed, driving 
in the skirmishers before them. They were repeat- 
edly charged by the Irish cavalry; but though they 
suffered severely, their squares remained unbroken. 
William immediately ordered two Hugonot regiments 
and one British to advance to the relief of his fa- 
vourite troops. They were met by Hamilton's in- 
fantry in the stream ; but at length made good their 
passage. Scai'cely, however, bad this been efiected 
when they were charged by the Irish cavalry. The 
British regiment maintained its ranks ; but the Hu- 
gonots, being tak^n in flank, were broken, scattered, 
and trampled down in a moment. Oaillemotte, their 
brave commander, was slain, the greater part of the 
men cut to pieces ; a few fled to the opposite baidc 
pursued by the dragoons, 'the Danish horse next 
advanced, but were broken by the Irish in the very 
first charge, and driven back in great confusion. 
The superiority of the Irish cavalry was now so ap- 
parent that William's soldiers, who had not yet 

N8 
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eroBtsed, raised a cry of ** Horse, horse T' whicb» be* 
ing mistaken for an order ** To halt,'' only increased 
the confusion. 

Had James chosen at this moment to place fiim- 
self at the head of his troops for one general charge, 
or had the French auxiUaries attacked the Dutch in 
flank, the event of the hattie would certainly have 
restored his crown^ But he remained a passive 
spectator on the hill of Donore ; and, as the Irish 
traditions unanimously assert, exclaimed, as he wit- 
nessed the destructive charges of Hamilton's dra- 
goons, " Spare, oh spare ipy English subjects !'' As 
to the French troops, their behaviour is wholly in- 
expUcable, and we cannot even conjecture a probahi^ 
cause for their inactivity. William, with his usual 
presence of mind, hastened to bring up his left wing to 
retrieve the fortune of the day, and at the same time 
the brave old Schomberg rallied some infantry and 
cavalry, and led them to the rehef of the centre. 
The Irish dragoons, returning from the pursuit of 
the Danes, charged and broke this reinforcement. 
Old Schomberg was taken prisonei;, but immediately 
after was shot by one of his own men. At the same 
time fell Walker the clergyman who had so bravely 
defended Derry, and who seems to havet imbibed a 
fatal passion for the military profession. , William 
had no great respept, and still less affection, for the 
character of this clerical soldier. When told of his 
death he coolly observed, ** The fool! what business 
had he there!" 

The left wing, consisting of the Danish, Dutch, 
and Enniskillen horse, and a large body of infantry* 
now entered the action with their gallant monarch 
at their head. They pushed on steadily, and foroeel 
back the Irish infantry; but Hamilton's dragoons 
still preserved their former superiority. They com- 
pletely broke the foreign cavalry, and threatened 
the flanks of William's battalions. He then rode to 
the Enniskilleners, and asked ** what they would do 
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for him 1** Being informed that he was the king* 
Ihey declared that they were ready to follow hini ; 
but being disheartened by a close and destructive 
volley, they wheeled round and galloped from the 
field. Their apologists say that they misunderstood 
their orders, and on discovering tneir mistake re- 
turned again to the fight. However that may be, it 
is certain that William ever after viewed this part 
of his force with contempt, not unmingled with ha- 
tred. The Irish infantry were forced to retreat to 
the hill of Donore, where they made such a desperate 
stand that William's army recoiled. Hamilton seized 
the decisive moment to charge ; but the squares of 
the British infantry could not be broken ; lus troops 
recoiled, and he remained a prisoner. The Irish 
then made good their retreat to Duleek; and their 
cavalry efiectnally checked every attempt at pursuit.* 
There is a great difference, in the many contem- 
porary narratives of this engagement that have been 
published. It was long the fashion of the Crom- 
weliians to depreciate the valour of the Irish ; and 
they have pot neglected it on this occasion. But 
the ipain facts of the battle are indisputable. Wil- 
ham's army was numerically superior to his oppo- 
nent's by several thousands ; the English had a still 
greater advantage in discipline and experience ; and 
also in their artillery and equipments. Yet was the 
issue of the contest doubtful to the last moment of 
the day ; and at its close William had gained nothing 
but the ground on which it had been fought. Except 
HandiltoD, the English took no prisoners; and the 

* Wben Hamilton was broagbt before William, he asked him 
** wbetber tbe Irish would fight again r— " TTpon my honour I believe 
tbey wiU," replied the Irish general.— ** Honour * tour honour r* said 
William with bitter irony, ailudhig to Hamilton's breach of fUth in the 
negotiaiioD with Tyrconnel. The general might have defended himself 
by pleading his superior obligation to preserve his allegiance to his 
ligbtflil sovereign, and retorted on the not very candid mamier in which 
Willsam had behaved both to his fathter-in-law aud the English nation. 
But h is not easy ti> argue with the leader of thirty thousand men ; and 
BaafltoD prudently remained ailcot 
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Irish preserved all their artillery, hag|age, and stand* 
ards. The numbers slain in the field of battle were 
nearly equal on both sides ; but the balance againsl 
the Irish was increased after the engagement by the 
marauders of William's camp, who murdered the 
peasantry that had come through curiosity to see 
the battle, the stragglers, and the wounded. In this 
safe but not very honourable service the Enniskil* 
leners were particularly distinguished. The indis- 
putable superiority of Hamilton's cavalry seems to 
nave sorely annoyed those writers who hate to ac- 
knowledge any merits in Irishmen. They gravely 
assure us that their valour was owing to a half-pint 
of brandy which had been administered to each 
trooper in the morning ! Those who are acquainted 
with Irish soldiers know well that double that quan- 
tity of ardent spirits would make but little difference 
in their conduct. After the many proofs of Hiber- 
nian bravery exhibited during the late war, it now 
seems unnecessary to vindicate their character ; bat 
as bigotry and party zeal have not unfrequently re- 
vived these calumnies, it is the duty of an impartial 
historian to defend the character of the brave, more 
especially when they have been unfortunate. 

With equal injustice have many Irish Catholic and 
continental writers attempted to detract from Wil* 
liam's merits in this engagement. If heroism could 
bestow a title to a throne, William merited one on 
this occasion. His coolness, his courage, his pres- 
ence of mind averted total ruin, which frequently 
seemed impending; and he alone deserves the credit 
of the final success ;. for, without an abuse of lan- 
guage, it can scarcely be called a victory. Though 
suffering from the pain of the wound w^hich he had 
received on the preceding evening, he shared in all 
the fatigues of the bottle. He was constantly to be 
seen in the hottest part of the engagement, directing 
the evolutions and animating the courage of his sol- 
diers. Under every danger and di£Qk;ulty ho pre- 
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terved the same unshaken firmness ; and when one 
0f his own troopers, not recognising his person* lev* 
elled a pistol at his head, he coolly put it aside, say- 
ing* ** What ! do you not know your own friends t" 
Before the fate of the battle was quite decided, 
James fled to Dublin, and summoned a hasty coun* 
eil of his friends. To them he addressed a speech, 
equally false, malignant, and ungrateful. He as- 
cribed his defeat to the cowardice of the Irish — 
declared that he believed the contest hopeless ; and 
then continued his flight to Waterford, breaking 
down the bridges to prevent a pursuit. The Irish 
were heartily glad to get rid of him. They justly 
ascribed their defeat to his cowardice and incapacity. 
"Change kings," was their common cry, ** and we 
will fight the battle over again T At this hour the 
name of the wretched monarch is never mentioned 
in Ireland without an unsavoury epithet, expressive 
of the utmost contempt and detestation. 

Thus left to themselves, the Irish leaders deter- 
mined to adopt their original plan, and withdraw 
their forces behind the Shannon. Before leaving 
Dublin they released all the prisoners whom James 
had confined for political offisncies ; and assembling 
the principal Protestants, resigned the custody of 
the city into their hands. Scarcely, however, was 
the garrison withdrawn thaa a Protestant mob as- 
sembled, and began to plunder the houses of the 
Catholic gentry. Sarsfield's house, was not only 
robbed, but totally destroyed. Increasing in vio- 
lence, the frantic populace set fire to the suburbs, 
and threatened to bum the city. Fitzgerald, one Of 
the Kildare family, who had assumed the gpvem- 
n^ent, with di^ulty restrained these excesses, and 
sent an earnest request to William for a sufficient 
garrison* The tardiness of the king's movements 
after the battle of the Boyne exposed him to severe 
censures, which he by no means merited. Alarming 
accoimts reached him of a general conspiracy against 
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his power throughout England and Scotland. He 
knew that a French fleet was at sea, and that a 
squadron of frigates had been detached to destroy 
his transports, and blockade his army in Ireland. 
Luckily for him, these frigates were met by James, 
who insisted on their returning with him to France, 
and thus saved his enemy from inevitable ruin. 
England had at this time ceased to be mistress of 
the sea. Her navy, united with that of Holland, had 
been severely defeated by the French off Beachy 
Head the day before the battle of the Boyne, and 
a French army was daily elpected to land on her 
shores. But the schemes of Louis were discon- 
certed by the withdrawing of the frigates by James. 
He feared William's presence in England would 
render an invasion hopeless ; and when he could not 
longer confine him to Ireland, laid aside the plan 
altogether. 

Drogheda surrendered immediately after the bat- 
tle of the Boyne, William having declared that he 
would give no quarter in case of resistance. It is 
scarcely credible^ that he seriously designed to re- 
peat the barbaritfes of Cromwell ; but it is a stain on 
his character that 'he even threatened such an atro- 
city. It is more to be lamented th'at he adopted th^ 
policy of the Anglo-Irish, and made this a war of 
confiscation.' No pretence whatever can be disco- 
vered for treating the Irish then in arms as rebels. 
If James had abdicated the English throne, which 
clearly he did not, still he had never in any way re- 
signed his right to Ireland. The Irish parliament 
had unanimously recognised him as their sovereign, 
and his authority had been implicitly obeyed in the 
greater part of the island. William, as he frequently 
showed, was duly impressed with these consider- 
ations ; but he covli not do justice even if he wished. 
He was at the mercy of the popular party in England, 
and they were taught by the Cromwellians that the 
Jhsh had rebelled against ^' the English interest" and 
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^Protestant ascendency" — two conyenient phraaea 
for their own vile and detestable oligarchy. 

After a long pause William advanced to Dublin, 
and formed his camp at Finglas, within two miles of 
that city. He received the addresses of the clergy 
with his usual coldness ; but gratified the rapacity of 
his adherents by issuing a commission of forfeitures. 
He also published a proclamation offering pardon and 
protection to such labourers, farmers, and artisans 
as ^vould accept his protection and live in peace ; 
but at the same time declaring that he would '* leave 
the desperate leaders of the rebellion to the chances 
of war." In other words, denouncing robbery and 
murder against all the Irish noblemen and gentle- 
men who were in arms to support the cause of their 
rightful sovereign. The Irish leaders, if they had 
ever wavered, which is not improbable, were con- 
firmed in the design of maintaining the war by this 
iniquitous denunciation. They fortified themselves 
in Limerick and Athlone ; and being thus secured 
by the strong Une of the Shannon, they boldly set 

feir enemies at defiance. 
The reduction of Athlone was intrusted to General 
Douglas, under whose command were placed ten 
regiments of infantry and five of cavalry. He ad- 
vanced as if he was marching through an enemy's 
country. The ^protections which had been granted 
to the peasants who had submitted according to the 
terms of the royal proclamation were flagrantly dis- 
regarded; and the barbarities, which the general made 
scarcely an effort to check, completed the aversion 
of the Irish to the dominion of the Princ^ of Orange. 
Before proceeding to the west, William had reduced 
Wexford, Waterford, Clonmel, and Duncannon, with 
little difiSiculty. The fortifications of these towns 
had not been repaired since the former war; ^d as 
the Irish had determined to make their great stand 
behind the Shannon, no effort was made to save 
them. The news from England was at one time so 
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nlarming:, that William was on the point of Tetara* 
ing thither, and committing the care of Ireland to 
his generals. He had, in fact, completed aU the pre* 
parations for his departure, when more faTourable 
intelligence arrived, and he resolved to remain and 
prosecute the Irish war. 

On arriving before Athlone, Douglas found the 
part of the town which lay to the eastt>f the Shan- 
non destroyed, the bridge broken down, and the 
Irish town, as it was called, on the west bank, forti- 
fied with great care. Colonel Grace the governor, 
a descendant of Raymond le Gros, one of the origi- 
nal Norman invaders, had taken every possible pre- 
caution against a siege, and indeed had made the 
place nearly impregnable. Douglas, having arrived 
at the opposite side of the river, was surprised to 
find such formidable preparations made for his recep- 
tion. He sent a summons into the town ; but Grace, 
enraged at the accounts of the cruelties perpetrated 
by the English army, fired a pistol at the messenger, 
and bade him take that as his answer. Douglas re^ 
solved to undertake the siege in form ; and having 
erected a battery, opened a heavy fire on the castle. 
It was returned with superior vigour; his works 
were ruined, and his best gunner killed. The cruel- 
ties his soldiers had perpetrated on the peasantry 
produced their natural elBect. No provisions were 
brought into the camp ; and the detached parties 
sent out to forage were cut off by parties of those 
unfortunate men whom they had themselves driven 
to desperation. The Protestants in the neighbour- 
hood suffered most severely. Before the arrival of 
the English army, they had taken out protections 
from the Irish commanders, and had lived safely 
under them; but on the approach o£ those whom 
they deemed their friends, they resigned the benefit 
of these protections, and declared themselves sub- 
jects of William. Their reward was insult and spolia- 
tion. The EngUsh soldiers, or rather the foreign 
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MffRitiirers of which the EogUsh army was cam* 
poaed, eared more for plunder than religion* With 
strict impartiality they robbed equally Protestants 
and Catholics, and made both the victims of their 
abominable depravity. There was this difierence, 
however, between them— 'the Catholics could at any 
time find shelter within the Irish lines« The Pro- 
testants, having committed themselves by declaring 
for lATilliam, were forced to submit to whatever in« 
dignities his army chose to inflict; and they were 
numerous, grievous, and oppressive* 

Afler having fired for several days on the castle 
to little purpose, it was determined by the English 
to force the passage of the river at Lanesborough, 
some miles farther north ; but the detachment sent 
for this purpose found the pass already occupied by 
the enemy, and after a faint effort, it was forced to 
retire witn considerable loss. A proposal was made 
to attempt a^passage by a ford at some distance from 
the bridge ; but this was found to be so well secured 
by some field-woiis which the Irish had erected on 
the bank, that the attempt was given up as despe- 
rate. In the mean time, a report was circulated that 
Sarsfield was advancing with fifteen thousand men 
to raise the siege. Douglas had no longer any 
hopes of success. He retired with great precipita- 
tion, abandoning his heavy baggage, and quitting 
the high road for fear of a pursuit. The miseries 
endured by this unfortunate army in their retreat 
were dreadfid; but they were exceeded by those of 
the unfortunate Protestants, who had no other alter- 
native but to accompany their oppressors. 

Douglas found WUliam advancmg towards Lime- 
rick, fidly persuaded that he was marching to speedy 
and certain conquest. He had learned, by his spies, 
ttie hitter jealousy that existed between the Irish and 
French, and that several of Louis's officers, already 
disgusted with the nature of their service, had re- 
turned home. The reports were true } but William 
Vol. II.— O 
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was no longer in a situation to avail himself of tbe«0 , 
circumstances. By his commission of forfeitureBy 
he had rendered justice to the Irish nearly impos- 
sible, and left them no choice between war and a 
tame submission to unprincipled spoliation. 

Trusting to the effect of the dissensions between 
the French and Irish, William made tery inefficient 
preparations for the siege. He brought with him 
only a field*train, and ordered his heavy artiUery 
to be sent after him from Dublin, under a sufficient 
escort. After driving in the outposts, the English 
army encamped within cannpn-shot of the walls, and 
a regular summons was sent to the governor, BoUean. 
A. soldierlike answer was returned. The French gen- 
eral wrote to the king's secretary, because he conki 
not give the royal title to a person whom his master 
recognised only as Prince of Orange. He stated, that 
he was surprised at the summons, and that he hoped 
to acquire the good opinion of the prince, by a gal- 
lant defence of the fortress with which he had becQ. f 
intrusted. The spirit manifested by the governor 
was well suppotted by the garrison ; and it was soon 
discovered that no hopes could be entertained of 
a speedy surrender. The siege was therefore under- 
taken in form. 

Few besieging armies ever exhibited such a variety 
of tongues and nations, as that now assembled before 
Limerick f and still fewer were less guided by any 
principle of morals or humanity. They plundered 
and burned the country in every direction, and re- 
newed the scenes of brutal lust and barbarous mur- 
der which had been displayed at Athlone. As in 
the former instance the Protestants were the prin- 
cipal sufferers ; for on the advance of the English 

■* It if said that the Danish regiments expressed gnat gratiflcation at 
diseovering/on the ground of their encamiiment, one of those ciicalar 
mounds which are so common in Ireland, and still retain the name of 
Danish ft>rta. They were proud at discoTering such itaemorials of the 
time when the name of the sea>kings filled Western Europe with tciror 
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anBy» tbey had all resigned their Irish protections, 
mad tendered their aUegiance to William. For these 
men there was no retreat; they were obliged to 
sabiKiit to eyery indignity. The vigorous defence 
of the garrison filled William with anxiety. He 
sent orders to hasten his heavy artillery, and com- 
manded his cavalry to scour the country, and repel 
the attacks of the peasants, who sought every op- 
portunity of retaliating the wrongs they had suffered 
from the soldiers. 

The news of William's situation was conveyed 
into Limerick by a French deserter ; and Sarsneld 
immediately formed the daring plan of surprising the 
escort that was now on the road. For this purpose, 
he sectetly led his troops over Thomond Bridge, 
and proceeding up tiie Shannon as far as Killaloe, 
crossed over into the county of Tipperary, and 
formed an ambush on the line of march which the 
escort should pursue. Manus O'Brien, a Protestant 
genUeniaii of Clare, brought intelligence of Sarsfield's 
march to William's camp; but the English officers 
laughed at him for his pains ; and much precious 
time was lost before he could gain admittance to the 
royal presence. The king at once conjectured Sara- 
field's object, and orderea Sir John Lanier to |>ro- 
ceed with' a detachment of five hundred horse, 
to protect the convoy. The precaution was taken 
too late. 

The convoy arrived within seven miles of the rear 
of William's camp on a fine autumnal evening, with- 
out having discovered the appearance of an enemy 
during their entird journey. Here they halted in 
reckless security, not dreading an attack so near 
the main body of the army* Suddenly, Sarsfield and 
his cavalry rushed upon them ; the wagoners and 
sentinels were cut to pieces in ^ moment ; the others, 
startled, from their sleep, half-armed, confused, and 
unacquainted with the country, were slaughtered al- 
most without resistance, Sarsfield hasted to improve 
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his advantages ; be loaded the cannon to the nmzaAem, 
and buried them deep in earth, heaping over them 
stones, carriages, and ammunition- wagons ; he then 
laid a train to the whole, and drawing off his men, 
fired it on his retreat. The dreadful explosion ivas 
heard at the distance of several miles through the 
surrounding country, and was by many mistaken for 
a supernatural occurrence. Lanier and his party 
came up just in time to witness the work of destruc- 
tion ; they attempted to revenge it by an attack on 
Sarsfield's rear, but were so roughly handled that 
they were forced to retreat ; and the whole Iriidi 
party returned into Limerick without loss. 

William could not yet bring him^self to raise the 
siege; two of his cannon had escaped without in- 
Jury, and with these he determined, if possible, to 
effect a breach. After an incessant fire of several 
days, the wall at length began to yield ; and by per- 
severance, a breach twelve yards in length was made. 
A gallant storming-party was formed ; ^ye hundred 
British grenadiers, supported by the Dutch guards, 
and some English and Brandenburg regiments, drew 
up under cover of their intrehchments, and about 
three o'clock in the afternoon, were ready to start 
on their hazardous enterprise. These preparations 
had not escaped the notice of the garrison ; the fire 
from the waUs, and that from the English batteries, 
ceased ; a perfect stillness reigned in the camp and 
in the cify^; there was a brief space^of deep and 
awful silence— >n6 unsuitable prelude to the wotk of 
death and destruction. * The day was intensely hot; 
the sun shone with unusual brightness in a cloudless 
sky; not a breeze rippled the broad expanse of the 
Shannon ; nature seemed to have presented aU'the 
images of tranquillity, as dissuasives from the car- 
nage that was about tc^ ensue. Three cannon, shot 
in rapid succession, gave the fatal signal ; the grena- 
diers leaped from their intrenchments, and rushed 
towards the breach, firing their muskets and hurling 
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their grenades ; tbe Irish openef on them from the 
walls a perfect hail-storm of shot ; the English bat- 
teries answered with a heavy fire, to divert the atten- 
tion of the garrison; the storming party hurried on, 
and were soon engaged, hand to hand, with their 
enemies at the outside of the breach. The mnadiers 
forced their way, and part of them actuaUy ente^d 
the town ; but the Irish closed their ranks behind 
them, and effectually checked the progress of the rest. 
These brave men were nearly idl £stroyed. The 
citizens, in overwhelming crowds, fell upon them ; 
and only a few, desperately wounded, succeeded in 
cutting a way back to their companions. The breach 
was again assailed, and again defended, with the 
same <&termined spirit. Crowds of women mingled 
with the soldiers, and fought as bravely as the men. 
They reproached William's soldiers with the name- 
less abominations of which they had been guilty, and 
vowed, in their own nervous language, to be torn in 
piecemeal, before they would submit to the power 
of such wretches. For three hours this furious con- 
test was maintained with equal obstinacy. A regi- 
ment of Brandenbiirghers seized possession of an 
Irish battery ; but at the moment that they were 
about to improve their advantage, the magazine took 
fire, and they w^re all blown into the air. William 
no?r saw that success was hopeless. He therefore 
ordered a retreat, after having lost two thousand of 
his best men. 

It is said, that the English soldiers were anxious 
to make a second assault ; but the king clearly saw 
that it was absolutely necessary to retreat. He, 
therefore, disarmed his batteries, and led away his 
diminished army, accompanied by a melancholy troop 
of Protestants, who co^ld no longer remain in their 
former homes, and wer^ wholly without protection, 
from the indiscriminate ravages of the licentious 
soldiery. The excesses of William's army during 
this retreat can scarcely be paralleled in the annals of 

9 
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war ; but the impatation that the king himself conn- 
tenanced their cruelties is certainly groundless. Wil- 
liam's was not a perfect character ; but he does not 
appear to have been capable of the monstrous atro- 
cities with which he has been charged by his ene- 
mies ; — atrocities that would never have been cred- 
ited, but for the horrid massacre at Glenco. Having 
conducted the troops to Clonmel* William hastened to 
Duncannon and embarked for England, acconapanied 
by Prince George of Denmark. He intrusted the 
command of the army to Count Solmes and General 
Ginckle. Lord Sidney and Mr. Coningsby were ap- 
pointed lords-justices, with a blank in their commis- 
sion for the insertion of a third name. 



CHAPTER Xni. 

Marlborou^K* and GinekWt Winter Campaign. 

We have already mentioned the Jealousies that 
subsisted between William and those who had raised 
him to the throne. National animosity increased 
this discontent. The English felt that the Dut^h 
had succeeded to their place among the leading 
powers of Europe. They deemed that they had 
become a mere appendage to Holland, and were 
unable to conceal their mortification. The appoint- 
ment of foreigners to all the important military com- 
mands in Ireland was felt as a reproach Upon English 
courage and conduct. Even the successes of the king 
himself afforded no pleasure to the people, for they 
could not cease to regard him as a foreigner. The 
head of the powerful party that adopted and propa- 
gated these sentiments was the Princess Anne, 
whom her brother-in-law had unwisely treated witk 
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aegiect and contumely. She lalKMired to raise «p an 
finglish hero, who might prove a worthy rival of 
William ; and such she found in the Earl of Marl- 
ix>rough, with whose coontess she was united in the 
bonds of a most intimate friendship. Marlborough 
proposed to the English government to undertake 
the conquest of Cork and Kinsale, and thus com- 
|4ete the reduction of the eastern coast of Ireland. 
WilHara, though aware that this proposal was de« 
signed for his own mortification, could not venture 
to resist, and 3ielded a reluctant assent. 

It was so late in the year as the twenty-first of 
September, when Marlborough arrived in the har- 
boor of Cork, where little or no preparations had 
been made for resistance. He landed almost without 
opposition, and marched straight towards the city by 
the passage road. He was soon after joined by Sgra^ 
▼enmore, whom Ginckle had detached to his assist- 
ance, with nine hundred cavalry. These were fol« 
lowed by four thousand inCantry, under the command 
of the Prince of Wirtemberg, who appears to have 
been instigated, by William to claim a share in the 
expedition. Wirtemberg, as the superior in rank, 
elaimed the chief command ; but Marlborough in* 
sisted that the armament bad been confided to him- 
self, and would not allow his right to be disputed. 
After a lone dispute, a formal reconciliation was 
efifected by the intervention of their friends. It was 
agreed, that each should command in turn on alter- 
nate days. IVferlborough took his turn first, and gave 
the word '* Wirtemberg.'' The prince felt the force 
of this politeness ; and when he took the command, 
the woid. was ** Marlborough." But, notwithstanding 
this reciprocity of compliments, their mutual jeal- 
ousy continued unabated. 

The si€fge of Cork was an enterprise of more im- 
portance Uian difficulty."^ The city is built on m 
marshy plain, eurrounded and commanded by hills. 
The mils were in a sad state of disrepair; and the 
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castle of ShandoD, by which the city is commaiided 
on the northern side, was so dilapidated, that it -was 
at once resigned to the besiegers. The garrison bad 
therefore no hope of final success: but they deter- 
mined to make such a defence as would entitle them 
to favourable terms of capitulation. The batteries 
which Marlborough had planted on the south side of 
the river soon made a practicable breach ; but the 
assault was by no means void of hazard. Between 
the camp and the city a branch of the Lee, fordable 
oidy at low water, runs ; and beyond that lay a marsh, 
now built over, which served as a counterscarp to 
the fortifications. When the breach had been eflfected, 
the governor ofiered to submit on the same condi- 
tions that William had usually granted to the Irish 
garrisons, namely, that the troops should march out 
with their anns, and be conveyed to Limerick. 
Marlborough, anxious to show that William had been 
too lenient on such occasions, peremptorily insisted 
that the garrison should become prisoners of war. 
Wirtemberg as strenuously recommended compliance 
with the governor's demands. While the generals 
wasted time in this dispute, the tide returned, the 
ford was no longer passable, and the firing was re- 
newed at both sides. When the breach had been 
furtlier enlarged, orders were given that a storming 
party should be formed. Several English officers 
volunteered their services on the occasion, and, 
among others, the Duke of Grafton, the most re- 
spectable of the natural children of Charles II. 

The English troops bravely pressed through the 
river, and formed a lodgment on the marsh, not far 
from the walls. Here the Duke of Grafton was 
killed. The spot where he fell is still called Grafton 
Alley, now nearly in the heart of the city. Before 
any further progress could be made, the garrison re- 
newed their parley, and surrendered themselves pris-, 
oners of war, on condition that persons and pro- 
perty should be respected. The ink with which the 
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eapttnlation hud been signed was not yet dry, when 
H w^s flagrantly violated in every particular. A 
mob of the lower order of Protestants assembled, 
and be^n to plunder the houses, and ill treat the per- 
sons of the Catholic citizens. The army was not 
slow in imitatin? the contagious example, and a 
dreadful scene of licentious confusion ensued. The 
governor was wounded ; the Earls of l\rone and 
Clancarty could scarcely escape with their lives. 
Marlborough and Wirtemberg strenuously exerted 
themselves to put an end to these dismceM pro- 
ceedings ; they succeeded with great difliculty, but 
not beR)re -several persons bad &en severely hurt, 
and immense miscmef done to property. 

From Coik Marlborough advanced to Kinsale. 
At His approach the garrison abandoned the town, 
aiid retired to the castles called Old Fort and Charles 
Fort. The former of these was easily taken by 
storm. The litter made a formidable resistance, 
and Marlborough was obliged to grant the governor 
the terms which he had previously refos^ to the 
garrison of Cork. It is suspected also, that he made 
use of golden arguments to persuade the governor 
to a speedy surrender* 

The merits of this brief campaign were not very 
g^eat ; but its successful termination, contrasted with 
William's disgraceful retreat from Limerick, pT^tified 
the pnde of the English, and threw the nation into 
a transport of joy. Thenceforward Marlborough 
became the favourite hero of his countrymen, and 
ac4^uired the.power of pursuing that brilhant career 
vhtch has rendered his name immortal. 

Tlie greater part of the French auxiliaries were 
withdrawn from Ireland, in consequence of the mis- 
representations of James, who declared that the fur- 
ther protraction of the war was useless. How great 
are the accumulated wrongs that the Irish have suf- 
fered from the Stuarts ! The first James robbed th^ 
natives of Ulster of their property, on account of a 
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considracy that never existed, and to ipHkieh, eves 
if it had existed, they could not be answerable. 
The first Charles attempted a still more unprincipled 
spoliation in Connaught, and gave the nation as a 
sacrifice to glut the fanatic puritans, in order to 
divert their attention from himself. Tlie second 
Charles joined in the robbery of those who had de- 
voted their lives to his service, and gave their estates 
to the Cromwellian adventurers. And now, the 
second James having prevented them from making an 
honourable peace, laboured to destroy their chsuice 
of waging a successful war, and a^ far as he was con- 
cerned, devoted them to ruin. 

The Irish witnessed the departure of the French 
without regret. Confident in their own resources, 
2nd relying on the abilities of their favourite general, 
Sarsfield, they still hoped for victory, and looked 
forward, not with ill-grounded confidence, to the 
final result. Ginckle, after the surrender of Cori^ 
determined to harass the Irish by a winter campaign, 
and despatched a party of his troops to subdue Uie 
western part of the county of Cork, and the county 
of Kerry. The plan completely failed. His troops 
were unable to force the mountain-passes, and were 
driven back with considerable loss. The Irish, on 
their part, were defeated in an attempt to surprise 
the garrison of MuUingar. 

But the English suffered most from the operations 
of the irregular troops. Sarsfield*s cavalry swept 
the plains round their posts, surprised their detach- 
ments, intercepted their convoys, beat up their quar- 
ters. Numbers of ,the peasantry, driven from their 
homes by the violence of the soldiers, formed them- 
selves into troops of banditti, called from the pikes 
with which they were armed, rapparees. They laid 
waste the country within the English lines, and car- 
ried their plunder in safety to their fastnesses in the 
bogs and mountains, their cunning and agility ren» 
dazing all pursuit ineffectual. To oppose these, tht 
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fofemment anthorized the oifanizatioii of Pro« 
tBBlant rapperees, and thus increased the calamity S 
lor the new corps of robbers was employed more in 
•ecuring plunder for themselves than m checking 
. the inroads of the Irish. Ginckle began to despair* 
He yfirroie to the king, explaining his situation, and 
declaring his belief, that, if conciliatory measures 
were adopted, and equitable terms offered to the 
Irish, the war might easily be terminated ; but 
that the dread of confiscation compelled the Irish 
gentry to persevere in resistance even against their 
will. The king himself entertained the same opin« 
ionsy and would willingly have granted the terms 
which he had originally offered l^rconnel ; but that 
faction known by the name of the Old Castle Party, 
which has ever been the bane of Ireland, possessed 
more power in the cabinet than the king himself, 
ancl frustrated his wise and benevolent intentions. 

The remembrance of the game of the Cromwellian 
forfeitures was strong, in the recollection of those 
persons. To win estates for themselves, by the 
same abominable means, was the object of their 
highest ambition. I'hey played with sure cards ; 
the hazard and danger of the war fell on the army. 
England bore the entire expense: they trusted to 
monopolize all the fruits of victory. To those who re- 
member how many attempts have been made, within 
the memory of man^ to repeat the same game, there 
can be little necessity of furnishing any proofs of 
this infamous policy ; but to others, the following 
extract from a letter written to Ginckle,* by the 
Irish secretary of state, will disclose some part of 
that mystery of iniquity which was sanctioned under 
the pretence of its being necessary to support ^ the 
Protestant interest.^ 

"I did very much hope,'' he says, '^that some 
favourable declaration might have been emitted to 
break the Irish army, and save the cost of a field- 
battle. Bui I see our dvU qfieers regard more adding 
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60/. a year to the English proprietary in tki$ kingdom 
than saving England the expense of 60,000/. I prom« 
i»e myself, it is for the king% the allies', and 
England's interest to remit most* or all the forfeit*" 
ares, so that ive could immediately bring the king- 
dom under their majesties' obedience.'' 

Unfortunately for the interests both of England 
and Ireland, these prudent counsels were defeated* 
A long campaign ensued, in which the entire English 
interest was several times on the very brink of ruiny 
and was only saved by accidents so far beyond the 
calculations of ordinary events, that they might al« 
most be deemed providential interpositions. Ireland 
was delivered over to the government of a merciless 
faction, whose boast was, that they crushed her 
spirit, wasted her resources; and baffled the bounties 
of Providence, Nor did England escape with im- 
punity for having, though ignorantly, coi^itenanced 
this injustice. The Irish war laid the foundation of 
the national debt, which has been so long a heavy 
and almost Intolerable burden on her industry and 
resources; for in the dispensationsof Heaven, there 
is a punishment for the sms of nations as well as in- 
dividuals. We have bestowed merited censure on 
the act of forfeiture passed by James's parliament, 
and we must not withhold condemnation from the 
unprincipled confiscations sanctioned by the govern- 
ment of William. From a report presented to the 
English House of Commons, it appears that the for- 
feitures made by the government of King William, 
stripped three thousand nine hundred and twenty-one 
persons of lands, amounting to more than one mil- 
lion and sixty thousand acres, valued, in that day, at 
three millions three hundred and nineteen thousand 
nine hundred and forty-three pounds sterling — a 
prize well worthy the attention qf the " exclusively 
loyal," as they termed theinselves, especially when, 
without any risk of their own, they could contend 
for it with the blaod of foreigners and the wesdth of 
England. 
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^- .Tbe mode in which the lords-justices and th« 
^csastle party'' proceeded is an edifying example of 
flie mode by which the forms of law have been so 
alten prostituted to sanction injustice in Ireland* 
They indicted the Irish gentlemen who possessed 
any estates of high treason in the several counties 
over "virhich they had jurisdiction ; and then removed 
tliem ail by certiorari to the Court of King's Bench 
in Dublin. By this ingenious contrivance those who 
-were to be. robbed lost all opportunity of making 
ibeir defence ; indeed, in most cases, they were ig* 
norant of their beiug accused; and the Irish govern- 
ment was saved the trouble of showing how the Irish 
people could be guilty of high treason for supporting 
tbe cause of their rightful monarch again9t a foreign 
invader. They felt conscious that this was a matter 
not. to be ]f)roved very easily; and we must give 
tliem due credit for the prudent modesty of their 
silence. 

During the winter rumours of plots and conspir»« 
cies were rife in Dublin. , They served as an excuse 
fox issuing some very severe proclamations against 
Papists ; and many of them, no doubt, were invented 
for the purpose. The contemporary pamphlets fur- 
nish us with some strange instances of clumsy fab- 
rications, which in that day met ready credence, and 
^th not a few melancholy examples of the atrocities 
to whi(Hi fear, the. most cruel of the passions, hurried 
men that would under other circumstances have 
been psittems of honour and humanity. 

The proclamations of the lords-justices are pre- 
cious specimens of Anglo-Iris^ legislation. The 
first declared that the Popish inhabitants of counties 
should be assessed to make good the damages done 
to Protestant properties within the said counties. 
This wise plan of making the innocent suffer for the 

Suilty is still preserved, but without the religious 
istinction. It has enabled some very honest indi- 
viduals to convert old houses into new, and sell 
Vol. II.— P 
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stacks of bad corn at the price of ^ood, by seizing 
the golden opportunity of real or pretended insui'<« 
rection to fire one's own house or barn. The second 
edict declared that no one should be protected who 
had a son in the enemy's quarters — ^an ingenious 
conversion of the old ** punishing the sins of the 
fathers upon the children,'' by making the parent an- 
swerable for his offspring, which has not since been 
thought worthy of imitation. A third proclamation 
ordered that no more than ten Catholics should as- 
semble in a body ; and sentenced the priest of the 
parish where such an assembly should be held to 
transportation. 

Ginckle was honoured with the intense hatred of 
the castle faction, for his resistance to their dread- 
ful system of slaughter and confiscation, which, in 
plainer terms, he looked upon as nothing better than 
murder and robbery. He solicited the lords-justices 
to issue a proclamation, promising protection and 
security of person and property to the Irish, on their 
submission ; but the desire of forfeitures was too 
strong ; they encountered his request with equivo- 
cation and delay ; and, finally, answered him wiih a 
flat refusal. Fearing, however, the royal displeasure, 
they graciously permitted him to issue a proclama- 
tion in his own name, offering to grant reasonable 
terms to all in arms on their immediate submis- 
sion. The Irish were not such fools as to be duped 
by this illusive promise; they saw at once how 
matters stood, and resolved to persevere in their 
resistance. 

At this time most of the Irish leaders were sin- 
cerely anxious for an accommodation; they were 
disgusted with James, and justly indignant at the 
treatment they had received from the court of France; 
they entertained, besides, a high respect for the 
character of William and his military officers, whom 
they never confounded with the malignant Crom- 
wellians. But in this, as in several other instances, 
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m wretched faction stood between the throne and the 
Heople, depriving the soverei^ of the allegiance of 
Hbluable subjects, and robbing the nation of the 



CHAPTER XIV. 

The SUgt ttf Aikimu—Thfi BattU qfAugkrim. 

A. D. 1691.— The defeat of the En^ish army at 
Athlone and Limerick convinced Louis that his ally 
had too soon despaired of Ireland ; and, anxious to 
protract the war, he sent 'thither some officers, a 
small sum of money, and a good supply of military 
stores. In adherence to the line of miserable policy 
which he had previously pursued, he only made such 
exertions as would serve to protract the war, and 
could not be persuaded to fiend such a force as must 
have driven the English army to their ships. Ten 
thousand men, a force which the French king could 
well afford, would have given him possession of Ire- 
land ; but, with unusual and unwise caution, he re- 
fused to risk a sufficient armament until it was too 
late. The wretc^hed Jameai could not resist the op- 
portunity of insulting his devoted subjects, even m 
this the crisis oif their fate. Though the retrieval 
of bis affairs was owing to the exertions of the gal- 
lant Sarsfield, he would not intrust him with the 
command of the army, but conferred it on St. Ruth, 
a French general of some reputation. Such an in- 
sult to the favourite hero of the Irish was poorly 
compensated by the title of Earl of Lucan which 
he conferred on him. Sarsfield was disgusted ; and 
the conduct of St. Ruth by no means tended to sooth 
his irritated feelings. Tne French general was un^ 
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questionably possessed of great military talents; 
but, as unquestionably, he greatly overrated their 
importance. From tne very outset he seriously 
believed that the terror of his name would be suf- 
ficient to conquer Ginckle ; and he did not discover 
his mistake before this stupid vanity had nearly 
ruined his cause. The ifianners of St. Ruth were 
far from conciliating ; he treated the Irish generals 
with supercilious contempt, and, when they pre- 
sumed to offer advice, pursued a line of conduct op- 
posite to that which they recommended, from a pure 
spirit of obstinacy. To the Irish ladies he behaved 
in that style of affected gallantry theii fashionable at 
the French court, but which the native Irish have 
ever regarded with -detestation. The time that 
should have been spent in preparing for the cam- 
paign was wasted by St. Ruth in balls, festivals, and 
idle reviews. A chief cause of his negligence was 
his having found the Irish army so much better or- 
ganized than he expected, and his firm persuasion 
that the line of the Shannon was impregnable. Had 
he paid the slightest attention to its defence, he 
might, behind it, have defied all the strength of Eng- 
land. The Irish officers could scarcely suppress 
their indignation at ''being thus pestered with a 
popinjay ;" and in some of their letters written about 
this period, we find them bitterly complaining of the 
hard fate which bound them to the service of a 
monarch that they despised, because the sovereign 
to whom they were anxious to tender their allegi- 
ance could not in return secure them in life and 
estate. 

6inckle*8 preparations for the ensuing campaign 
showed how deeply he was impressed with its im- 
portance; he obtained considerable reinforcements 
from England, an additional train of artillery, and an 
abundant supply of military stores ; he drew in most 
of his garrisons, and even brought all his soldiers 
from Dublin, to strengthen his army for the ap- 
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jNToaching: struggle. The lords^justices and the 
castle faction complained bitterly of being left thus 
exposed to danger ; but Ginckle had too much rea- 
son to be offended by their obstinate adherence to 
their plan of protracting the war for the sake of con- 
^scations to regard their remonstrances ; and would 
probably not have been sorry to learn that the 
Wicklow mountaineers had rushed upon Dublin in 
his absence, and fairly removed for ever those great 
obstacles to an honourable peace. The Irish garri- 
sons east of the Shannon were easily subdued ; but 
the treatment of the prisoners presented a question 
of some little difficulty. It had not yet been settled 
whether the Irish were enemies or rebels ; and, con- 
sequently, it was not determined whether their lives 
should be spared when they were taken. Ginckle 
in naost but not in all cases leaned to a merciful de- 
cision ; but his Cromwellian auxiliaries were never 
troubled with any scruples. Though the Irish were 
Biot rebels against the king, they were rebels against 
their tyrannical oligarchy; and therefore they hanged 
them on every occasion without* ceremony. Such 
has been the conduct of the same parties in every 
subsequent instance. The troops of the line sent to 
quell any of those insurrections against local mis- 
government, which have been, with strange perver- 
sion of language, denominated ** Irish rebellions," 
have generally behaved to the peasantry with the 
utmost tenderness ; but in no case has there been 
even the semblance of mercy in the conduct of the 
Irish militia and yeomanry. 

Contrary to the advice of the Irish leaders, St. 
Ruth had fortified the English town of Athlone on 
the eastern bank of the Shannon. It had been re- 
signed as defenceless in the former campaign by 
Grace ; and the imperfect repairs which it now re- 
ceived were insufficient to sustain the heavy fire of 
the English batteries. On the 18th of June, Ginckle 
appeared before Athlone, and advanced towards the 

P3 



174 maroRt of irslakd. 

town, driving in the Irish skirmishing parties wMch 
had been sent to annoy rather than interrupt his 
march. He opened a heavy fire from a battery of 
ten guns on the English town, and soon effected a 
practicable breach. After a fierce resistance the 
place was taken by assault; but the garrison re- 
treated into the Irish town, and broke down the 
bridge behind them. 

The loss which he had sustained in obtainiog* even 
this partial success filled the English general with 
anxiety. He immediately sent for additional rein- 
forcements ; and in the mean time ejected several 
batteries, from which he poured an overwhelming 
fire on the devoted Irish town of Athlone. NoC 
withstanding their vast inferiority in weight of metal, 
the Irish returned the fire with great spirit. Night 
brought no respite to the toils of either besiegers or 
besieged. It was midsummer; the weather was 
singularly fine, and in the clear sky the extreme of 
evening almost touched the morning's dawn. Ath- 
lone was soon a heap of ruins. Tower, battlement, 
and rampart, fell in succession before the storm of 
shot and shells incessantly hailed from the English 
batteries. But the garrison retired not from these 
ruins, and defended the shapeless mass Of broken 
fortifications as fiercely as if they had been periect 
defences. An attempt was made to ' turn the Irish 
position, by forcing a passage atLanesborough; bat 
the pass was too well guarded to render success at 
all probable. Ginckle saw that his only hope was 
to force a passage by the bridge. He erected a 
breastwork and covered gallery on his side of the 
bridge, and directed all the fire of his batteries on the 
works which the Irish had erected at their extremity. 
The heat of the weather made the wattles and wood- 
work at the Irish side as dry as tinder. They took 
fire by the bursting of a shell; and under cover of 
the smoke the English workmen hasted to lay beams 
and planks across the broken areh. The work was 
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ihnost completed when a sergeant and ten men, 
covered with complete armour, sprang over the ruins 
of the Irish breastwork, and began to destroy the 
neivly-formed passage. For one moment the English 
paused in admiration of the heroic attempt ; in the 
next the batteries swept them from the world. A 
second party, similarly accoutred, succeeded, and 
completed the destruction of the work under the in- 
cessant discharge from the English lines, and two 
of them returned to the town alive. Nine days 
elapsed before Ginckle was ready to make a second 
attempt. The Irish received inn)rmation of his de- 
sigpis, and were prepared for his reception. The 
attack had but just commenced when the grenades, 
thrown by the Irish, set fire to the English breast* 
'work ; and before the flames could be extinguished 
all the' works, galleries, and pontoons, which Ginckle 
had so laboriously prepared, were burned to ashes. 
4Saint Ruth was intoxicated with success. He re- 
moved the brave defenders of Athlone, and supplied 
their place with inferior regiments. He issued in- 
vitations to all the gentry in the neighbourhood, and 
gave them a splendid entertainment,'^followed by a 
hall, in his camp, as if there was no longer any rea- 
son to dread danger. In the English camp there was 
certainly great consternation ; but there was, at the 
same time, that determined valour which sinks not 
tmder any adverse circumstances, and derives the 
means of victory from defeat itself. Ginckle con- 
vened another council, where it was warmly debated 
whether the army should retreat or make a second 
assault; for it was impossible to' continue the siege 
longer, as the surrounding country was exhaust^, 
and the army could obtain neither provisions nor 
forage. Ginckle*s opinion was for immediate re- 
treat ; but he was persuaded by the majority of his 
officers to make a second attempt by fording the river 
on the following morning. The news of St. Ruth's 
absurd oonfidence, which he learned by means of his 
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spies, encouraged the English general; and to in- 
crease it he began to withdraw his guns from the 
batteries, as if preparing for immediate departure. 
The Irish officers were not deceived by these ap- 
pearances. They entreated Saint Ruth to be on his 
guard against another attack. He laughed at their 
cautions, and said that the English wouM not dare to 
attempt it. Sarsfield coolly answered that the en- 
terprise was not too difficult for English courage. 
The French general made a contumelious reply, and 
Sarsfield, justly offended, withdrew. 

To avoid any appearance by which the enemy 
might be alarmed, it Was resolved to make the at- 
tempt at the ordinary hour of relieving guard. The 
signal was the toUmg of the church-bell ; and at 
the first summons, the English soldiers, headed by 
all the chief officers, plunged into the stream. Their 
passage was nearly effected before the garrison 
recovered from their surprise ; and when the Irish 
did open their fire, it was weak, and badly directed. 
The English pushed forward, and gained the bank 
before the regiments in Athlonc^ could stand to their 
arms. In the mean time, Ginckle repaired the 
broken arch, and poured over an overwhelming force 
without interruption. In less than half an hour, 
Athlone was lost irrecoverably ; and St. Ruth was 
roused from his slumbers^ just in time to learn the 
irremediable loss occasioned by his presumptuous 
folly. The garrison retreated to the Irish army, 
half armed and half clad. The troops had been 
completely surprised, for the greater part were 
asleep when the attack was made. The annalists of 
the time record with surprise, that Ginckle would 
not allow his soldiers to kill the sleeping men ; and 
some bigots were greatly scandalized at the respect 
which the general expressed for the officers and 
soldiers of this gallant garrison. He learned from 
them, that the Irish suspected James and Louis of 
an intention to unite Ireland to France, and that 
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fbey "WinM much rather be connected with England, 
if their rights were respected. •* It is your fault,'* 
said they, ^ that you have so many enemies. We 
are sensible of our unhappiness m depending on 
the French; but you have made it necessary for 
iis« V/^e must, and will, and are preparing to fight 
it out*'* 

His narrow escape from utter ruin made Ginckle 
anxious to terminate the war on equitable condi- 
tions ; and after infinite difficulty, he obtained a 
proclamation from the lords-justices, far different 
from any they had preTiously issued. It set forth 
the ^eater blessings that Ireland would enjoy under 
the dominion of England, rather than of France ; 
it ofEi^red a free pardon to all who should surrender 
ivithin three weeks ; security in person and property 
to all ofllcers and governors of garrisons, with a 
promise of equal or 8U{}erior rank under William's 
government ; and a free exercise of reUgion, with 
such security as the king and the Irish parliament 
could devise. 

The French laboured strenuously to destroy the 
effect of this proclamation. They declared, that 
Louis had determined to make more vigorous exer- 
tions in behalf of his Irish allies than he had hitherto 
done, and that }\fi was preparing to send a powerful 
fleet and army to their assistance. This was in fact 
true ; but the hope of succour would scarcely have 
overcome the disinclination of the Irish to unite 
with the French, had not the efforts of Louis's friends 
been ably seconded by the castle faction in Dublin. 
The underlings of administration exerted themselves 
on this, as on countless other occasions, to defeat 
the wise and beneficent measures of their superiors. 
The misgovemment of Ireland has scarcely ever 
been owing to the different English noblemen and 
statesmen who filled the office of chief governor 
or chief secretary. It was owing to the organized fac- 
tion of their inferiors, who ha4 acquired a thorough 
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knowledge of all the tricks and chicanery of officef 
from their long monopoly of place and power. 
On this occasion, their avarice and greedy desire 
after forfeiture, was further stimulated by their 
pride. They were, for the most part, men of mean 
birth and obscure parentage, the sons of those who 
had been elevated to fortune by the strange chances 
of the Cromwellian war; and they felt that they 
would be humbled, even in their own eyes, if com- 
pelled to sit on the same bench with the genuine 
aristocracy of Ireland, whether of Norman or native 
descent. The representations of this vile faction led 
the Irish to believe that the government was in- 
sincere in its offers, and they therefore resolved to 
abide the chances of the field. , 

After the loss of Athlone, St. Ruth retired with 
his army to the hill of Kilcommeden, in the coun^ 
of Roscommon, and prepared to decide the fate of 
Ireland by a pitched battle. The position which he 
selected was truly formidable ; the left was protected 
by a small stream running down through abrupt 
hills, and beyond this lay an extensive morass, 
through which there was only one narrow road. 
The passage was commanded by the ruinous castle 
of Aughrim, and might easily have been made im- 
pregnable. St. Ruth beUeved that it was so already. 
The bog extended in front of the Irish position to 
the right, where there were some hills opening to 
more level ground. A little in advance stood the 
house and grounds of Urachree, which were occu- 
pied by a party of hoi*se. 

The English army prepared to attack this posi- 
tion on the twelfth of July at noon. The batUe 
commenced on the part of Ginckle by an attempt to 
force the Pass of Urachree. The Danish horse, to 
whom the service was intrusted, broke when led to 
the charge ; two English regiments of dragoons were 
successively beaten in the same attempt; and the 
Earl of Portland, whose regiment next advancedi 
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feond that the Irish had left Urachree, and taken a 
lietter position behind the stream, which flanked their 
Y^t wing. Ginckle's mind was shaken by the spirit 
^own in the defence of this post. He drew off his 
men, and Summoned a council of war. It was at 
first resolred to delay the battle untU the following 
morning; but anxiety for the result, and an im- 
patience of anxious suspense, induced the leaders to 
change their resolution. In consequence of this 
delay, the engagement did not commence until half- 
past four in the evening, when Ginckle pushed some 
battalions of infantry over the ground that had been 
already so well contested. The rivulet was soon 
crossed ; but the English were forced to sustain a 
close and heavy fire from the Irish, posted behind 
hedges that intersected the hiU. Between these 
hedges the Irish had cut tines of communication ; 
so that when they retired, the EngUsh infantry ad- 
vancing in pursuit were exposed to destructive vol- 
leys on both flanks, and forced to give ground in 
their turn. The manifested intention of the English 
general to force his right, induced St. Ruth to bring 
up fresh troops from the centre ; and Ginckle seized 
the opportunity to cross the bog, and attack the 
front of the Irish position. Four regiments were 
ordered on this service; and they waded through 
the jnorass with great difllculty. From the enemy 
they met no opposition, until they had reached the 
foot of the hill, when the Ir^h pursued the same plan 
that had been already sucxsessful on the right, firing 
from behind hedges, and retiring until the EngUsh 
became entangled in the difilcult ground, when they 
suddeidy poured in a close and destructive fire. The 
English recoiled and made a stand at the edge of the 
bog. The Irish followed up their success by a fu- 
rious charge. The four regiments- were broken and 
driven across the bog, quite to the muzzles of their 
cannon. Most of the principal officers remained 
prisoners. Two othe^ divisiqas had crossed the 
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bog ; but they maintained their position, and coedS , 
not be tempted to advance. Completely snccessfuf \ 
on the right and centre, St. Ruth, in the fulness of 
his joy, exclaimed, *^ Now will I drive the English 
to the walls of Dublin }V — a boast which the special 
interposition of Providence alone prevented him from 
accomplishing. Ginekle's last hope depended on 
the success of T^lmash'^ cavalry on the left ; bat 
that leader had to contend with no ordinary difficul- 
ties. The pass by the castle of Aughrim would only 
admit two horsemen abreast ; and it was commanded 
by a small battery, which, however, was badly 
served. Just as Su Ruth wasTibout to charge the 
divisions that still maintained their ground^ his 
attention was directed to Talmash's movement on 
his left. He expressed great admiration of their 
valour, and regret fur their certain destruction. He 
ordered the cavalry to be brought up to attack them 
as they emerged from the defile, and rode himself to 
direct the fire of the battery. Ten minutes more 
would have completed the ruin of the English army' 
An attack, however weak on Talmash's detachmentr 
must have sealed its ruin. The Irish horse were far 
more numerous. They had never yet been beaten 
in any encounter ; and now, had they rushed on the 
English dragoons, making their way through a nar- 
row defile, and broken by the fire of the battery, 
the event could not have been doubtful. At this 
critical moment, St. Ruth fell by a ball from the 
English cannon beyond the bog. The battery ceased 
firing — the cavalry halted, waiting for orders; aod 
Talmash, seizing the unhoped for opportunity, gal- 
loped without interruption to take a share in the 
contest at the centre. 

It is impossible to discover the circumstances that 
left the Irish without a commander after the fall of 
St. Ruth. Sarsfield was probably not in the field; 
for his indignation, after the loss of Athione, led 
him into a serious quarrel with the French general 
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No other leader woidd venture to undertake the di* 
fvction, and the consequence of course was fatal* 
/Fhe appearance of Talmash so unexpectedly was 
! mistaken by both armies for a token of victory. The 
': Irish, having heani a confused account of some great 
^calamity on the left, believed that wing totally de« 
Seated. The English of course thought that their 
general roust have obtained some signal advantage^ 
before he could have penetrated so far., The re- 
maining English divisions now forced their way over 
the morass, and the Irish began to retreat* At first 
their movements were performed with great re^* 
iarity ; but as each troop and battalion now acted m* 
^ependently, their evolutions soon interfered with 
each other. Cavalry became mingled with infantry ; 
and before the evening closed, their retreat was a 
complete rout. They were pursued with merciless 
slaughter. Before the death of St. Ruth, the Irish 
lost scarcely a roan, while the loss of the British, had 
been very severe. The tide of fortune was now 
turned ; for the Irish were cut down in crowds, with* 
out attempting any resistance. The number of the 
British killed and wounded was over two thousand ; 
that of the Irish exceeded seven thousand. 

Ginckle was not much intoxicated by his victory 
-at Anghrim. He felt that it was nothing better than 
a lucky escape ; and, from the spirit displayed by the 
«nemy, feared that the termination of the war waa 
still at a distance. Neither were the Irish so greatly 
dispirited as might have been expected. They felt 
that victory had been wrested from them by one of 
those chances which baffle ordinary calculation, and 
did not yet despair of success in another field. 
Vol. IL— Q 
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CHAPTER XV. 

The Siege and Treaty ^ Idnuriek. 

GiNCKLE, after his victory at Aughrim, acted witir 
a vigour and promptitude which proved him worthy 
of success. He sent out detachments to secure the 
Castle of Ttitn,* and several other small but im- 



* Independent of hisCorieal asMwiation, thane are few Meneo, 
{n this faiid of romance, more strikingly picturesque and beautiAiI 
the TQins of Trim Castle. 

Trim, Go. Meatb, is situated on tbe B->yRe, about twenty-two 
north-west ft-om Dublin. It was formerly a walled town of consider- 
able strength, but is now chiefly remarkable for some interesting remains 
of antiquity, and for being the place whence sundry absurd and tyran- 
nical acts of parliament were preoMilgated during the reigns of Hemrj 
VI. and Edward IV. Among those enacted during the reign of tbe 
former monarch, one required the native Irisk to shave the upper lip^at 
least every fortnight, under pain of conflscatinn of pn^rty ; while Aet 
fiO Edward IV. 1465, declares that it shall be lawful for all numner of 
.men wbo may find thieves robbing by night or by day, ** err goinfr or 
coming to rob or steal, having no faithftel nranof good name and famor 
in English apparel, in their company," forthwith to- Mil such, witlMUC 
even the form of a trial, and to cut off their heads ; which heads, on being 
brought to the portreeve of the town of Trim, were by Ddm to be fixed 
on a spear, and displayed upon the walls of the castle ! 

The eariy history of Trim Castle has not come down to us. It is sup- 
posed to have been erected by William Peppard soon after the first in- 
vasion of the English ; but, failing into decay, it was rebuilt about the 
beginning of the 13th century. During the expedition of Richard IL to 
Ireland hr 1399, Trim Castle, then considered a place of the greatest 
strength within the English pale, received as prisoners within its walls 
tbe sons of the Dukes of Gloucester and Lancaster, tidings having 
reached the monarch of those insurrectionary movements of the latter 
which tenniaiited m the subversion of theliouse of Anjou, and theele' 
vation of the rival branch to the crown of England, In 1423, Mortimer, 
earl of Meath and Ulster, who then occupied Trim Castle, died thereof 
the plague. 

For nearly two centuries this place of strength is scarcely mentisned ; 
1>at during the troublous reign of Charles I. it again acquires a d^^roe 
of notice, from the following circumstance :— In 1641, it was taken pos- 
session of by the insurgents ; but its fortification appears to have ftllot 
so much into decay, that the ruinous ^tone wall by which it was svr- 
tounded, afforded no protection to it^ occupants. Accor^ngly, Sir 
Charles Coote, whose name is no notorious in this eventlVil period, essily 
forced a pass^e, and retook the castle. During the nichtr howsvar, W 
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pOffant posts, while he advanced with the main body 
, •f the army against Galway. That he was not in« 

foxicated with success, appears from the favourable 
I eoDditions which he granted to the several garrisons 
I that he captured. In all cases, he allowed them to 
Ipoceed to Limerick with their arms and baggage ; 
land when the garrison of Banaher preferred laying 

town their arms and returning home, he presented 
ve shillings to each soldier, as an encouragement to 
Bersevere in their peaceful intentions. There was 
imt a oiere appearance of attack and defence at 
Galway. O'Donnell, who commanded a body of the 
irregular Irish, had long since sold himself to the 
British general. Lord Dillon, the governor of Gal- 
way, could hot depend upon the garrison. The<;ivie 
authorities were anxious to avoid the perils of a 
siege ; and Ginckle was eager to terminate the war 
on any terms, before the arrival of French auxiliaries 
would enable his opponents to try once more their 
fortunes in th^ field. D'Usson, the French com- 
mander in Galway, and the English general Talmash, 
were both opposed to terms of accommodation ; the 
former, because he hoped that Louis would soon send 
the promised reinforcements : the latter because he 
^ad become tainted with the lust of forfeiture, that 

was BilenUar attadied bf about 3000 of tbe enemy. Tlie sentinel 
monded the alarm ; and Sir Charles, wbo, on sncb expeditions never 
went tob€^, was instantly on horseback, and at the bead of only sereno 
teen troopers, chargedtm the assailants. They were instantly thrown 
into conAision and compelled to fly, ignorant of the numbers by wbom 
they were attacked ; bat pursuing them nnguardedly in the dark, Sir 
(Varies received a mortal wound, whether fh>m hi^ own fbllowers or 
tke enemy, was never ascertained. He was buried in Dublin—** floods 
of English tears," saith the chronicler, " accompanying him to the 
grave." 

In 1647 Trim Castle was strongly fortlfled, and oecnpied by Colonel 
Fenwick with a regiment of foot and smne troops of horse. It was be- 
sieged on the part of the confederates by General Preston, bnt soon after 
i^eved byCoIonel Jones. In 1640, however, Lord Inchiquin succeeded 
in driving oat tbe parliamentarians. In 1650 the Royalists held 
PMSession of Trim Castle, but were finally compelled to surrender 
laCromweU*« seDeraLs, Hewson, Reynolds, and Sjjr Theophiltts Jone«. 
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bane of England's civil and military officexv in Ire- 
land. The lovers of peace prevailed. It was agreed 
that Galway should be surrendered on the conditicma 
of a " general pardon of political offencea, the con* 
tinuation of the civic authorities in their respective 
offices, security of property and estates, and perfect 
freedom of religious worship." These terms were 
strictly observed b}*^ Ginckle, — a circumstance that 
would not be recorded to his honour in any other 
history^ but which must be mentioned here as a sin- 
gular instance of good faith ; for on every other 
occasion William's officers flagrantly and shame- 
lessly violated articles of capitulation. 

Ginckle remained some time at Galway, Jhojupg 
that the Irish at Limerick would open negotiations 
for terminating the war. He knew that the curse of 
divided counsels was upon this their last stronghold ; 
and he chose rather, to trust to intrigue, than hazard 
the dangers of a doubtful siege. The Irish were 
now divided into two parties ; one anions to submit 
if favourable terms could be obtained ; the other re- 
lying on the assurances of France, that a freaih supply 
of men and munitions of war should be sent, by 
which they might retrieve their former losses. The 
inexplicable delay of Louis at tiiis important cmi8 
daily weakened the latter party, which would indeed 
have been unable to i^ubsist, if it 'had not been sup- 
ported by the spirit and enterprise of the gallant 
Sarsfield. During these discussions, T3nrconneI, who 
stiU held the empty title of lord-lieutenant, died, 
apparently of a broken heart. He had Jong sur- 
vived all his political importance, and was harassed 
by the muttered reproaches of those who blamed his 
original inactivity for all the calamities which had 
overtaken his cause. He was succeeded by three 
lords-justices, Fitton, Nagle, and Plowden, who 
were all inclined to submission ; but were determined 
to make no composition which did not include tht 
general body of the Catholics, 
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The memory of William's failure at the former 
psge of Limerick seems to have produced a strong 
^iect on Ginckle's mind. He proceeded with a 
liowness and caution which almost savoured of 
Iknidity. King William and the lords-justices were 
now alarmed with the news of the active prepara- 
tions making in France for the rehef of Ireland, and 
wrote to exhort Ginckle to bring the war to a speedy 
termination. Notwithstanding these exhortations, 
it was not until the 25th of August that the English 
army appeared before the town. At the same time 
a fleet entered the Shannon, and came as far up the 
Tiver as it could venture with safety. 

The general occupied nearly the «ame ground 
which the king had maintained in the former siege ; 
but with less judgment he erected his batteries 
against the JJnglish town^ which was impregnable.^ 
For several days the cannon and mortars fired heavy 
and incessant discharges of shot and shells, without 
producing any decisive effect. The city indeed had 
been several times set on fire ; but the flames had 
been easily extinguished, without causing much an- 
noyance to the, enemy. The inhabitants and a large 
portion of the Irish army, especially the cavalry, had 
encamped on the Clare side of the river, and, as the 
town was only invested on three sides, they suffered 
no inconveniences from the siege. The detached 
operations on both sides were of little importance. 
Levison, detached by Ginckle, subdued part of 
Kerry ; Sligo, and some other towns submitted to 
English generals on the same conditions that had 
been granted to Galway. On the other hand, the 
mjpparees continued to cut off stragglers and inter- 
cept the provisions of the English army. Finding 
that his present batteries were ineffective, Ginckle 
erected another towards the river near King's Island. 
After .a heavy fire of two or three days a breach 
appeared; but when preparations^ were made for 
stunning, it was discovered that the attempt could 

Q2 
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not be hazarded without risking the destractioii of 
the entire army. The English general was almost 
reduced to despair; and issued orders for repairing 
the fortifications of Kilmallock, whither he resolved 
to retire, and take up his winter quarters. The offers 
of a traitor named Clifford induced him to postpone 
his retreat. 

From the very beginning of the siege» it was evi- 
dent that the town could not be taken while the 
Clare side lay open to the garrison, and enabled 
them to obtain constant supplies of provision and 
fresh recruits. GincKle saw this clearly, but was 
unable to discover any remedy. The passage of the 
river was by no means easy, and a few determined 
men on the opposite bank could easily render it im- 
practicable. The Irish camp contained a numerous 
and gallant cavalry, which had never yet been de- 
feated. In order to attack them with any hopes of 
success, a large detachment should be sent over; 
and if, when they were separated from the rest of the 
army, the garrison should make a sally on the Eng- 
lish camp, Ginckle's army must^have been irretriev- 
ably ruined. Treachery and s^urprise were necessary 
to his success, and luckily he was able to avail him- 
self of both. 

The English general issued orders to dismantle his 
batteries — an operation equally necessary whether 
he succeeded or failed in his expedition against 
Clare : for the guns were badly placed ; and should 
the siege be continued, an entire change should be 
made in the disposition of his forces to ensure suc- 
cess. There was a small island in the Shannon, 
separated from the Clare side by a fordable channel, 
which Ginckle saw was the best place for attempt- 
ing a passage. It yzs guarded by General Clifford 
v^ith four regiments of dragoons; but this com- 
mander had now sold himself to the English, ai^d had 
promised to resign the pass without opposition* or 
even exciting alarm. The almost universal tradi- 
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tian of the Irish peasantry is, that Ck>k>iiel Henry 
Lattrel, the ancestor of the Carhampton family, was 
the person who betrayed the passage of the Shannon 
to Ginckle ; and his name is at this day provertiially 
used as an ejnthet for all that is vile auid infamous ; 
bat he was at the time imprisoned in Limerick on 
the suspicion of some other piece of treachery. 
Ginckle continued his preparations for raising the 
siege, and at the same time prepared a numl^r of 
pontoons fof transporting his army to the island. 
The garrison of Limerick, intoxicated with joy, ut- 
tered loud shonts of exultation when they saw the 
English dismounting their guns. They were per- 
suaded that the siege was about to be. raised, an 
event which they justly regarded as a full compen- 
sation for the disastrous battle of Aughrim. On a 
dark night Ginckle laid his bridge of boats without 
being £scovered« Six hundred grenadiers, with a 
numerous body of horse and foot, passed over to the 
island without being discovered, and having formed 
there, proceeded to ford over to the mainland. A 
piquet and some sentinels of Clifford's detachment, 
not having shared in their leader's treaton, offered 
some resistance; but not being supported, were 
easdy cut to pieces. Clifford, as had been stipulated, 
rode off with his troops, and did not even warn the 
Irish army of the enemy's approach. The cavalry 
eamp was completely surprised. The greater part 
of the horses were grazing at a distance of about 
two miles ; and all who have ever seen soldiers must 
know the awkwardness and insufficiency of dis- 
mounted troopers. The inhabitants in the city 
camp, wholly unused to war, were thrown into a 
state of frightful confusion. They rushed in crowds 
over Thomond Bridge, a Icmg, narrow, unsightlj- 
edifice, and many were crushed to death by then: 
companions. Had Ginckle pressed forwards, the 
War might have been terminated on that fatal evei^ 
ing; but he dreaded an ambuscade, auod feared that 



188 HISTORY OF IRELAin). 

the garrison might sally out and attack the camp 
during his absence. Content, 'therefore, with his 
present success, he retired rather precipitately. Nor 
were the advantages he obtained of slight import- 
ance. The greater part of the saddles and accoutre- 
ments of the Irish cavalry were taken in the camp ; 
and thus that part of the enemy's forces which he 
most dreaded was rendered inefficient. 

The conduct of the garrison in not making a sally 
during Ginckle's absence has been severely cen- 
sured ; but it can scarcely be blamed if all the cir- 
cumstances be fairly considered. The passage of 
the Shannon, and the surprise of the camp, fully 
proved that there were traitors in their councils, and 
no one knew how far the conspiracy had extended. 

Ginckle wisely took this opportunity of issuing 
a proclamation, offering the Irish very favourable 
terms of peace, and reprobating the folly of those 
virho ^vould prefer a connexion with France to that 
with Britain. At the same time he secretly intimated 
to Sarsfield that King William had become greatly 
attached to his character, and was willing to pur- 
chase his service at almost any price. There is no 
doubt that Sarsfield would have preferred an able 
sovereign like William to such a miserable bigot as 
James; but he entertained a chivalrous sense of 
honour and romantic spirit of loyalty, sufficiently 
rare in all ages, but at this period unparalleled; the 
offer was refused courteously, and the resistance 
continued. Vacillation now reigned in the English 
councils. Many were of opinion that the siege j 
should be raised, and Talmash with difficulty pre- 
vailed on the general to order another attack, with 
the understanding that it should be the last if not 
attended with very decided success. 

On the 32d of September, Ginckle again crossed 
the Shannon with a more numerous detachment than 
before, and attacked the Irish posted in front of 
Thomond Bridge. The British were beaten back in 
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fhe Srest attempt, and their cavalnr thrown into con- 
fiisioa. At the same time the infantry was exposed 
to a severe fire from the walls, and from some 
fifravel-pits which the Irish had lined with mus- 
keteers. The defeat of the assault seemed certain, 
when the fate of the day was changed by the British 
grenadiers. With heroism never surpassed thev 
passed through the fire of the forts, pierced the Irish 
columns, and fell with all their weight on the party 
that defended the bridge. This narrow structure 
was soon heaped with piles of dead above its battle- 
ments, forming a new obstacle to the advance of the 
British. At length, the French officer who com- 
manded at Thomond gate ordered the drawbridge 
to be raised, and thus left the Irish detachment ex- 
posed to certain ruin. The greater part leaped into 
the Shannon, and endeavoured to swim to tne city. 
Some succeeded 'but many were drowned. The 
Irish have always insisted that the drawbridge was 
raised before it was necessary; and this wanton 
sacrifice of their friends completed their alienation 
from their allies. No satisfactory reason has ever 
been assigned for the garrison of Limerick not hav- 
ing attacked the English camp while Ginckle was 
engaged on the Clare side of the Shannon. Had 
they done so, the English army must have been ir- 
retrievably ruined ; for the regiments left to guard 
the lines were few, and miserably inefficient. It 
probably was not thought oi until the favourable 
opportunity was lost. Great as this victory was, it 
could slightly improve 6inckle*s real situation, llie 
Irish had suffered a great loss of men : but the Eng- 
lish were far from winning a bloodless triumph ; and 
there was this difference between their losses, the 
Irish could easily procure fresh recruits, but Ginckle 
had it not in his power to obtain new reinforcements. 
The raising of Thomond drawbridge, however, 
did more for Ginckle than any victory could effect. 
It determined the Irish army to seek peace, becausa 
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the soldiers believed that their brethren had been 
needlessly sacrificed; and the manifest mismanage- 
ment of affairs ever since the death of St. Ruth 
had shaken their confidence in their commanders. 
Though Sarsfield was nominally at the head of the 
army, he was checked and controlled by the other 
generals ; nor, indeed, does he seem to have acted 
in this crisis in a manner worthy of his former fame. 
He was probably one of those who possess more 
valour to execute than skill to contrive. Though 
he had been the most obstinate supporter of the 
war-party, he began to waver when he perceived 
the soldiers disinclined to its continuance. Another 
cause for changing his sentiments was, probably, the 
not unfounded suspicion that James would send a 
general by the French fleet to supersede him in com- 
mand. On the 23d of September, a reluctant assent 
to a treaty was wrung from Sarsfield by the other 
leaders ; and on the evening of that day a cessation 
of arms was granted, to afford an opportunity for 
settling the terms of the capitulation. A message 
was instantly despatched to the lords-justices, and it 
reached them ju^t in time to prevent the publication 
of a proclamation, offering the Irish leaders terms 
of peace as full and as honourable as they could 
have expected after a decisive victory. We do not 
know the exact terms of this suppressed proclama- 
tion ; we do know that it granted the Catholics all 
the privileges that they previously enjoyed, and aU 
that they have since demanded. On the 1st of Oc- 
tober the lords-justices arrived in the camp ; and on 
the third the articles of the treaty, which had been 
previously prepared by Chief-baron Rice and Sir 
Theobald Butler, an eminent lawyer of the Irish party, 
were solemnly siened by the different authorities. 

This celebrated treaty provided that all Roman 
Catholics should enjoy the exercise of their religion 
as in the reign of Charles II.;, and promised that 
Uieir majesties would endeavoiu- to procure them 



J 



mSTORT OF OUCLANB* 191 

fiiiiber security in this particular when a parliament 
could be convened. It was engaged that all the 
inhabitants of Limerick, and all those in arms for 
King James in the several counties of Limerick, 
Clare, Kerry, Cork, or Mayo, should enjoy their 
estates, .and pursue their callings and professions 
freely, as in the reign of Charles XL ; that the Ca- 
tholic gentry should be allowed the use of arms, and 
should be required to take no oath but the oath of 
allegiance. And it was a^eed that all ofllcers and 
soldiers, unwilling to remain in the coui^try on these 
conditions, should be conveyed to the Continent at 
the expense of the government. 

Two days after the treaty was signed, the French 
fleet arrived off the coast, bringing reinforcements 
and military stores more than sufficient to have turned 
the tide of victory. It was manifestly the interest 
of Ginckle to have the treaty ratified before the ar- 
rival of the French ; and the Irish negotiators are 
blamed for having so far played their enemy's game 
as to have allowed the ratification to be hurried. 
They were, however, influenced by a sincere desire 
for peace. They felt that if the French landed the 
war must be continued; and they feared that the 
effect of victory would be to make their country a 
province of France. 

On the 4th of October, Talmash, at the head of 
five British regiments, occupied the English town 
of Limerick; and on the following day the Irish 
army was paraded on the King's Island, in order that 
they might choose between the service of England 
and France. Ginckle and Sarsfield addressed them 
in different proclamations ; the former recommend- 
ing William, the latter, Louis as a master. It was 
then agreed that on the ensuing morning the army 
should be again paraded, and marched past a flag 
which had been ^ed at a given point. Those who 
chose England were to file to the left ; those who 
preferred France were to march on. . , 
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The sun, perhaps, scarcely erer rose on a moral 
interesting spectacle than was exhibited on King^sl 
Island when the morning for the decision of tiiel 
Irish soldiery arriyed. llie men paraded at an early 
hour ; the chaplains said mass, and preached each a 
sermon at the head of their regiments. The Catho* 
lie bishops then went through the lines, blessing thdl 
troops as they passed. They were received with| 
military honours, rendered more imposing by the af- 
fectionate devotion which the native Irish have ever' 
shown to their prelates. After this ceremony re* 
freshments were distributed to the troops, and a 
message sent to Ginckle and the lords-justices that 
'* all was ready.*' The Irish army, fifteen thousand 
strong, received the British cortege with presented 
arms. The lords-justices and the generals rode 
slowly through their lines, and declared that they 
had never seen a finer body of men. Adjutant* 
general Withers then addressed them in an excellent 
speech, recommending the English service in very 
forcible terms; after which the army broke into 
column, and the word ** March" was given. 

The walls of the town were covered with citizens ; 
the neighbouring hills wiere crowded with the pea- 
santry of Clare and Limerick ; the deputies of thi«6 
kings stood near the flag; but when the decisive 
word was given the deepest silence reigned through 
the vast and varied multitude, and not a sound was 
heard but the heavy tread of the advancing battalions* 
The column was headed b^ the Irish guards four* 
teen hundred strong, a regiment that had excited 
Oinckle's warmest admiration. They marched past 
the flag, and seven men only ranged themselves on 
the side of England. • The next two regiments were 
the Ulster Irish, and they all filed to the left. Their 
example, however, was not generally followed; tb0 
greater part of the remainder declared in favour of 
Stance. A similar scene took place at the cavalry* 
camp ; and out 0{ the whole, Ginckle only omiiM^ 



msTORT or piELANH. IM 

whont one thousand horse and fifteen hundred foot. 
Bo little pleased was he with this result, that he was 
inclined to iHck a quarrel with the Irish leaders ; 
and the treaty would have been broken almost as 
soon as signed but for the presence of the French 
fleet, which forced the English authorities to sup^ 
press their resentment. 

On the 13th of October the Irish cavalry that had 
chosen the service of Fsapce passed through Lime- 
rick, on their way to Cork from Clare. This gal- 
lant body had been the darling and the pride of the 
Irish during this eventful war, and their departure 
-was viewed with deep and bitter regret. The citi* 
2;ens assembled to bid them a final farewell; but 
their hearts died within them ; a few faint cheers, 
as faintly answered, spoke the sadness as well as the 
depth of their mutual affection. Tears and bless- 
ings accompanied them to the Water-gate ; and 
when the last file had passed out, a deep groan burst 
from the citizens of Limerick, who felt that their 
national hope was now destroyed. The infantry 
followed in a few days; but their numbers were 
greatly thinned by desertion before they reached the 
place of embarkation. There are no persons so 
strongly attached to their native soil as the Irish 
peasants. Those who have witnessed the adminis- 
tration of jijstice at the assizes well know that trans- 
portation is more dreaded than hanging by the crim- 
mals who stand at an Irish bar. It is not wonderful, 
therefore, that many, after the momentary excite- 
ment was over, should repent of their determination, 
ai^ resolve to stay in the land of their affections. 
The reluctance to embark was greatly increased by 
the accounts which were received from France of 
the reception given to the first divisions. Louis was 
enraged at the termination of a war which employed 
so kurge a portion of the forces of his great enemy; 
and though his own niggardliness in sending sup- 
plies, and the long delay of reinforcements, was tne 
Vol. p.— R 
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chief cause of the evil, he unjustly vented his reseni- 
ment on those who had voluntarily chosen his ser- 
vice. No quarters were assigned to the troops ; the 
regiments were broken up, the officers reduced to 
inferior ranks, and the generals excluded^ from the 
court. This disgraceful treatment was not, how- 
ever, long continued. In a few years the Irish 
brigades were deservedly esteemed the most yalu<> 
able part of the French arva^, « « 

William, as soon as the treaty had been signed, 
removed bis foreign regiments from the country, but 
not before they had been guilty of several fresh ex- 
cesses. A large sum of mon^y was given them, as 
a compensation for the plunder which they resigned; 
and they departed amid the joint execrations -of Ca- 
thoHes and Protestants. In a few days, the tran- 
quillity of the country was perfectly restored. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

Conttquences of the Treaty of Limerick— TTu Penal Laa»l 

Thk treaty of Limerick was a kind of national 
arrangement, in which all parties resigned some of 
their pretensions, in order to eflfect a reconciliation; 
and, as is usual hi such cases, all parties felt dis- 
satisfied. The partisans of James and Louis justly 
observed, that the town was surrendered without the 
slightest military necessity, and at a time when, by 
the delay of a few days, the entire fortune of the war 
might have been changed. The Irish Jiot included 
in -the capitulation, complained bitterly that their 
brethren had left them exposed to forfeiture, when, 
by merely making the demand from Gmckle, all the 
Iiish confiscations would have been abandoned ; and. 
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entaiiily , the desertion of these braye and unhappy 
men is an indelible stain on the character of the 
negotiators at Limerick. But no party denounced 
the treaty so yiolently as those who had been the 
inincipal gainers by it — ^the Cromwellian»'— or, to 
use their own phrase, ^ the Protestant ascendency.** 
Their object had been to crush the Catholics com- 
pletely, and to seize into their own hands all the 
wealth, power, and property of Ireland. Their rage 
at a treaty which secured civil rights to all the Ca- 
tholics, and their estates to a considerable portion 
of that 'body, was indescribable. They assailed 
Ginckle*8 character with the utmost virulence. In 
vain did he represent to them, that if the treaty had 
been delayed, the French fleet would have arrived, 
and their ruin consummated. They would listen to 
no reason, and never forgave the man who rescued 
thena from destruction. The intolerant bigotry of 
this party supplied them with arguments to conceal 
their avarice. They quoted examples from the Old 
. Testament^ as their fatliers had done, and madly de- 
manded the extirpation of the idolatrous papists. 
It was at this time that an anonymous vmter de- 
scribed the '' Protestantism of the Irish Ascendency** 
m terms no\ less severe than merited, as consisting 
oS "hatred of popery, ignorance of Christianity, 
and a total absence of moral principle.*' The history 
of the period on which we are about to enter, wiU 
furnish, alas! too many examples of the truth of 
this definition. 

The violent part of the clergy led the way in 
denouncing the treaty. On the Sunday after the 
reunm of the lords-justices from Meath, they went 
in state to Christ Church, when Dr. Dopping, bishop 
of Meath, mounted the pulpit, and, after having 
denounced the articles of Limerick in no very mea- 
sured terms, argued, that Protestants were not bound 
to keep faith with papists. A doctrine so favourable 
to their avarice and bigotry was eagerly adopted by 
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the zealots of ^the ascendency;" but' the lords- 
justices were not disposed to countenance such an 
abominable principle: and, on the folio wuig Sunday, 
Dr. Moreton, Bishop of Kildare, preached a sermcm 
in reply to Dopping, in which he showed the obli- 
gation under which men were to preserve contracts 
and keep solemn promises. The king was a man 
of honour, and exerted himself, as far as he would 
be allowed, to preserve the privileges which had 
been guarantied to the Catholics. He was an en- 
lightened friend to toleration; and those who, in 
modem times, have made his name the pass^word 
for ferocious bigotry, are the worst libeQers of bis 
memory. But William was now in a situation which 
prevented him from efifectingv his benevolent inten- 
tions. However, he succeeded in preventing any 
gross infraction of the treaty daring his life ; and, 
for this act of justice and sound policy, he was 
honoured with the intense hatred of the Irish ascend- 
ency. 

The first manifestation of their anger was on the 
decisions of the '* Court of Claims,'* which assem- 
bled to determine the qualifications of those who 
were to be restored to their property by the treaty 
of Limerick. The court adjudged about one-fifth o( 
the confiscated lands to the original ^proprietors, and 
several others were given back their estates b^ the 
special favour of the king. The largest forfeiture 
was that of the Earl of Clancarty; and it was a 
doubtful point whether he was not included in the 
articles. William was anxious to preserve this an- 
cient family ; but Sir Richard Cox, who had already 
obtained some confiscated lands, procured a declara- 
tion from the county of Cork grand jury, that th« 
restoration of the Earl of Clancarty would be ** pre- 
judicial to the Protestant interest ;*' meaning thereby^ 
that it would be inconvenient to these gentlemen to 
part with his estates which they had seized. This 
precious argument was deemed sufilcient : and * 
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extensive estates of this nobleman in Cork, Lime« 
lick, and Kerry were fraudulently sold by the com* 
missioners at Chichester House. At a later period, 
George II. made a similar effort in favour of the 
earl, but was defeated hj the Irish House of Cbm- 
mons ; and to shut out his hopes for ever, they voted, 
that any lawyer who pleaded in his behalf should 
be deemed an enemy of his country ! 

The first Irish parliament held in this reign con- 
tained a few Catholic members, principally in the 
upper house ; but the great majority was composed 
of the faction of the violent Protestants.* There 
^vas but little harmony between the prince and par- 
liament. A very small supply was voted ; and this 
had scarcely been done, when the commons became 
involved in a dispute with the king respecting their 
privileges. Of the certified bills returned from Eng- 
land, according to Poynings's law, two were bills 
of supply ; and these, not having originated in ^e 
commons, were deemed, and indeed really were, 
uneonstitutionaU The Cromwellians, though pro- 
fessing the utmost devotion to the claims of the Bri- 
tish king and parliament,, have never shown any 
respect for the mandates of either, when they did 
not coincide with their own interests and prejudices. 
Had William allowed them to rob and murder the 
Catholics, they would have permitted him to raise 
money by proclamation, if he felt so inclined ; but 
his adherence to the treaty of Limerick kindled in 
their breasts the flame of constitutional liberty. They 
rejected one bill, and passed the otheri with a clause, 
stating, that they assented to it only on account of 
the emergency of the case ; and declaring, that '* it 
was, and is, the undoubted right of the Commons 

*Tbe Englisb imrUsmtnt ttaat nKt nineteen days aAer the Migaiag of 
tlie treaty of Limerick, eel the example of flagrantly riolating the arti- 
des, by imasing an act, that ** all the members of the Irish leclslatni 
■boald take the oath of aupremaoy.** This act, thovgh the Cathol' 
anbmitted to it, was not binding in Ireland, antil the 22d year of G< 
m., wlwu It was made part of the'eonatitutlon of 17S8. 

R3 
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to originate all money-bills.'* Loid Sydney imitie* 
diately prorogued the parliament, and reprehended 
them for the Uttle gratitude they had shown to their 
great deliverer; but gratitude, in their vocabulazy, 
meant ** a lively sense of future favours ;*' and they 
parted in great indignation. 
. A. D. 1693. — Sydney was soon recalled ; and in 
his plape three lords-justices appointed — Lord Oa- 
pel. Sir Cycil Wyche, and Mr. Duncomb. The two 
latter were anxious to maintain the observance of 
the articles, of Limerick; the former was an avowed 
supporter of the "Protestant ascendency." His 
principles were too much in accordance with the 
prejudices of the day not to prevail. His colleagues 
were removed, and the Catholics had.soon reason to 
regret their easy credulity in laying down their arms 
at Limerick, and trusting to the faith and honour of 
England. The breaches of the treaty at this time, 
however, must not be attributed to the government. 
The supreme power in Ireland has never yet been 
able to control its inferior officers ; because the fac- 
tion from which they were chosen could be able, 
under the forms of law, to perpetrate the most ille- 
gal acts. If the government wished to check the 
niisconduct of a magistrate, they had no means at 
their disposal to effect their purpose. The sheriff 
returned a grand jury of individuals, who, if not 
guilty of similar oppressions, would gladly have imi* 
I tated them if they dared. Bills for the grossest 
atrocities were ignored without scruple. In fact, 
th6 oligarchy,^ formed in an evil hour, had the power 
of checking the government, and oppressing the 
people ; and it scrupled not to insult and ill-treat 
both. The lords-justices issued a proclamation to 
restrain t^e excesses of their own creatures, whom 
they had intrusted with the local magistracy. 1^ 
was a useless effort; for the administration was 
almost of necessity confided to those who were, 
either by principle or interest, united with the cruD' 



HMtOAT OT nSLANB* 199 

inals. The Cromwellians, though an uneducated 
body, possessed more real wisdom than their adver- 
saries are disposed to give them credit for. Thev 
watched the proceedings of the English parliament 
and became loyalists or patriots, just as opposition 
or subserviency best suited their interests. The 
leaders of the English whigs had used the cause of 
Irish Protestantism as a popular watchword in their 
war against the Stuarts; and they could not now 
venture directljr to contradict their n)rmer assertions, 
by acknowledging them to be oppressors, and thus 
▼indicating the resistance of the Catholics. 

The century of unmingled calamity and oppression 
that followed the close of the revolutionary war in 
Ireland, has oftei;! been characterized as the period 
in which ^ Ireland had no history.'* The phrase is 
not very intelligible ; for surely there was not, during 
that period, a suspension of the nation's existence. 
It would be more correct to say, that, during that 
century, the records of each succeeding year con- 
tained little more than a repetition of tyranny on 
the part of the governors, and bitter sufferings in 
those subjected to their sway. The monstrous ini- 
quity of the penal laws, those atrocious enactments 
which must for ever brand with disgrace the memory 
of the Protestant legislature of Ireland, were by no 
means the most grievous infliction on the native 
Irish. The oppressions of the local magistracy, the 
tyranny of the inferior officers of government,' the 
heartless cruelty of landlords, and the absolute 
dental of legal redress to the peasantry, produced 
evils more extensive and more permanent. Bad 
law9 may be repealed : but a systematic perversion 
of justice has a tendency to perpetuate itself. Habit 
combines with interest and party spirit ; the most 
incorrupt alilriost unconsciously adopts the practices 
of those by whom he is surrounded ; and should he 
attempt to resist, he finds himself alone against a 
host* On the other handt it is difficult to inspire 
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confidence in law into the bosoms of those who have 
long known the law only as the engine of their 
oppression. The fact, that there was a time when 
justice was denied to the Irish Catholics, is indis- 
putable. The feeling that the time has not yet 
quite gone past, cannot be eradicated, until many 
years of stern and strict impartiality have elapsed. 

It would be unjust to make the English govern- 
ment responsible for the oppressions of the local 
magistracy; and it would be still more unfair to 
charge any part of their guilt on the English peo- 
ple. The British rulers had scarcely the power of 
choice. The old nobility and gentry of Ireland 
had, for the most part, embraced the cause of their 
rightful sovereign, and were of course unlikely to 
be trusted with power by a government with which 
they had been so lately at war. Most of them feel- 
ing that such must be the case, and unwilling to 
remain in their native land stripped of their natural 
influence, sought an honourable refuge in foreign 
service. The British government was, therefore, 
forced to intrust the local administration to the new 
aristocracy — men verbose only connexion with the 
land they ruled was inveterate hostility to its inha- 
bitants, full of that spurious pride, compounded of 
ignorance and conceit, which characterizes upstarts; 
and with just such a remnant of the enthusiasm of 
their fathers, the Levellers, as made them bitter 
perseciitors, without being sincere believers. The 
English people always regard their constitntion wito 
just pride ; and they thought that the blessings of 
good government must be secured to every country 
in which it was established. They did hot reflect, 
that the mere forms of the constitution may be pre- 
served, and yet more cmel despotism exist than 
Rome witnessed in the days of Nero. The mistake 
was very natural ; but it was, at the same time, as 
gross a mistake as was ever made by a nation. 

A great deal of the crimes and enormities justly 
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cbai^gfed on tlie party of ** the ascendency,'* must 
he attributed to the circumstances of their situation. 
They constituted an aristocracy formed by an un- 
precedented succession of accidents, and resting for 
security entirely on eztemal aid. They knew that 
they were neither loved nor respected, and they 
naturally desired to make themselves feared. They 
ielt also that they were despised for the meanness of 
their origin by the ancient Irish gentry; and they, 
of course, exerted themseWes to weaken the influ- 
ence of persons whose nobility eclipsed their own 
humble claims. With singular impudence, they de- 
ixiunced all Irish names as vulgar; and the sons of 
Cromwell's fanatical soldiery, the meanest and worst 
part of the parliamentary army, affected to look 
down on the O's and Macs, descended from kings, 
and " over the ashes of whose ancestors minsters 
had been builded.'* The restrictions placed by Eng- 
land on the trade and commerce of Ireland perpetu- 
ated the ignorance and fanaticism of ** the ascen- 
dency ;** the love of excitement, so natural to the 
homan mind, shut out from the healthful indulgence 
affinrded by commercial speculation, sought for grati- 
fication in enthusiasm and extravagance. When an 
Ihsh House of Commons had nothing else to do, it 
naturally sought for employment in devising laws to 
I«event the growth of popery. 

But though, in their conduct towards the native 
Irish, the Cromweltian aristocracy was systemati- 
cally cruel and unjust, we are not to conclude that 
they were men whoUy destitute of virtue. There 
are few who do not echo the praise bestowed on the 
heroism of the Spartans, and yet they treated the 
helots more barbarously than the slaves of any other 
nation of antiauity. The Spanish conquerors of 
Pera murderea the Indians without mercy, and 
ficmpled not to unite perfidy with murder in their 
conduct to the helpless natives of America ; yet were 
they full of the high sentiments of CastUian honour. 
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The slave-owners, in the very worst of the "Weflt 
India islands, are remarkable for commercial probity; 
and in the same way, the Cromwellians acted hoB- 
onrably and uprightly to all but Irish papists, bat 
inserted a clause of exception respecting' them in 
every one of the commandments. 

Lord Capel summoned a second Irish parliament 
in 1695 ; but instead of recommending a confirma- 
tion of the treaty of Limerick, the speech at the 
opening of the session declared, that ^ the king* was 
intent upon a firm settlement of Ireland upon a 
Protestant interest.*' The parliament at once laid 
aside the constitutional jealousies displayed by its 
predecessor, and eagerly embarked in the scheme 
of establishing a Protestant interest. They ap- 
pointed a committee to consider what penal laws 
were already in force against the Catholics, not for 
the purpose of repealing them, as had been promised 
by the treaty of Limerick, but in order to add to 
their number. The principal penal laws then in ex- 
istence were as follows : 

1. An act, subjecting all who upheld the juris- 
diction of the see of Rome, to the penalties of a 
vremunire ; and ordering the oath of supremacy to 
De a qualification for office of every kind, for holy 
orders, and for a degree in the university. 

3. An act for the uniformity of common prayer, 
imposing a fine of a shilling on all who should absent 
themselves from places of worship of the established 
church on Sundays. 

3. An act, allowing the chahcellor to name a 
guardian to the child of a Catholic 

4. An act to prevent CathoUcs from becoming 
private tutors in families, without license from the 
ordinaries of their several parishes, and taking the 
oath of supremacjr. 

To these the Irish parliament added, 1. An act 
to deprive Catholics of the means of educating their 
ebiidren at home or abroad, and to render them in* 
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oi^iable of being guardians of their own or any other 
person's children ; 2. An act to disarm the Catho- 
a<*s; and, 3. Another to banish all the Catholic 
priests and prelates. Having thus flagrantly^ vio- 
ULted the treaty, they gravely brought in a bill ** to 
confirm the articles of Limerick." Never was any 
legislature guilty of such an atrocious breach of 
public faith, as was committed by the Irish parlia- 
ment in this instance. The very title of the bill 
contains evidence of its injustice. It is styled, ^ A 
bUl for the confirmation of articles (not the ar- 
ticles) made at the surrender of Limerick*** And 
the preamble shows, that the little word the was not 
accidentally omitted. It runs thus: — ^''That the 
said articles, or so much of them as may consist with 
the safety and welfare of your majesty*s subjects »n 
these kingdoms^ may be confirmed," &c. The parts 
that appeared to these legislators inconsistient with 
"the safety and welfare x)f- his majesty's subjects," 
were the first artide, which provided for the security 
of the Catholics from all disturbances on account 
of their religion ; those parts of the second article 
which confirmed the Catholic gentry of Limerick, 
Clare, Cork; Kerry, and Mayo in the possession 
of their estates, and allowed all Catholics to exercise 
their trades and professions without obstruction; 
the fourth article, which extended the benefit of the 
peace to certain Irish officers then abroad; the 
seventh article, which allowed the Catholic gentry 
to ride armed ; the ninth article, which provides that 
the oath of allegiance shall be the only oath required 
from Catholics ; and one or two others of minor im- 
portance. All of these are omitted in the bill for 
^ The confirmation of articles made at the surrender 
of Limerick." 

The Commons passed the bill without much diffi- 
culty. They had but little character to lose, and as 
▼isions of confiscations ifloated before their imagina- 
tions, they could not discern the value of that httle. 
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The House of Lords, howeTer, contained some few 
of the ancient nobility, and some prelates^ who,iyE« 
Moreton, refused to acknowledge the dogrma, ** that 
no faith should be kept with papists," as an article of 
their creed. The biU was strenuoasly resisted^ and 
when it was at length carried, a protest signed by 
thirteen peers, of whom six were bishops, was en« 
tered on the journals.* This atrocious violation of 
national faith was soon after followed by three new 
penal laws ; 1st, An, act to prevent Protestants from 
marrying with papists ; 3d, An act to prevent papists 
from being solicitors ; and 3d, An act to prohibit their 
being employed as gamekeepers ! 

Though but a small part of the 6lame of these 
iniquitous laws can fairly be ascribed to King Wil- 
liam and the parliament of England, there were some 
other events in that reign which showed that the 



* This interesting docament appears not to have been noCieed by tfer 
Irish historians ; we have therefore inflerte4 it entire. 

" We, the lords spiritnai and tempctal, .whose names are hereaftei' 
subscribed, do dissent from the aforesaid vote, and enter oar protest 
against the same, for the reasons following : 1st, Because we tbtitk that 
the title of the bHI doth not agree with the body thereof, the tiUe beiogi 
' An act for the confirmation of artioles made at the sarrender of Lim* 
erlck ;' whereas no one of the articles is therein, as we conceive, fiiUj 
con firmed. 3d>y, Because the said articles were to be oonllnned in Aveaf 
of them to whom they were granted ; but the confirmation of thetf by 
the bill is sttch, that it puts them in a worse condition than they weff 
before, as we conceive. 3dly, Becaose the bill omits these material 
words, ' and aueh eu are under their proUctUm in »aid eountiet ;* wbiek 
are, by his majesty^s letters-patont, declared lo be part of the second arti* 
cle ; and several persons have been adjudged within the second articif 
aecofdingiy, who will, if this bill passeth into a law, be entirely barrad 
and excluded firora any benefit of the said seepnd article, by Tirtue of tb« 
aAire-mentioned words ; so that the words omitted being so very mate* 
rial, and confirmed by bis majesty after a solemn debate in council, tf 
W8 are informed, some express reason, as we conceive, ought to have 
been asaigoed in the bill, in order to satisiy the world as to that oouaauMi< 
4thly, Because several words are Inserted in the bill, which are not in 
the articles, and others omitted which alter the sense and meaoiug dT 
■ome port of the articles, as we conceive. Sthly, Because we oonceivf 
that many Protestants may, and will suffer by this bill, in their jos< 
rights and pretensions, by reason of their having purchased and lent 
money upon the credit of the said articles, and, as we oonoeive, In aeveni 
other respects."-^/oumAi«, Hotut (tT Lords qf Ireland, Septemket 
«1j*, 16«7 
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English were little scropnloDs in committing acts of 
national injustice. The spirit of commercial jea- 
Hrasy, which has done more injury to the commerce 
of England than all other caases united, induced the 
British parliament to present a joint address to the 
lung, praying that he would discourage the woollen 
manufacture of Ireland ! The royal reply deserves 
to be recorded. 

*'My Lords and Gbhtlehcn, * 

** I shall do an that in me lies to discourage 
the woollen manufacture of Ireland, and to encou- 
rage the hnen manufacture there ; and to promote 
the trade of England. 
" July 2, 1698." 

The promise of encouraging the linen mannfac* 
ture was not kept. Every attempt to establish it in 
the south of Ireland failed, principally, it must be 
added, because the avarice of the clergy prevented 
the establishment of an equitable modus for the tithe 
of flax.* 

About the same time, Mr. William Molyneux, 
member for the Dublin University, celebrated as the 
friend of Locke, published a book asserting the in- 
dependence of the Irish legislature. The English 
House of Commons was thrown into a paroxysm 
of rage. They resolved unanimously, "that the 
book published by Mr. Molyneux was of dangerous 
tendency to the crown and people of England, by 
denying the authority of the king and parliament of 
England to bind the kingdom and people of Ireland, 

* As a ftirther examine of England's apirlt of oommerdal jeakNMy^ 
•vn may meation a petition presented to the British House of QnnimHis 
in this reign, firom Foikstone in Kent and Aldboroash in Suffolk, com- 
plaining, "that the Irish of Waterford and Wexford, by catching her- 
rings and sending them to the Straits, were fbrestslling and mining 
tbe markets of the petitioners." This petition wsa ordered lo be taken 
info serious eonsideration by the Solona of that day ; bot what waa tb« 
result is not luiown. 

Vol. II.— S 
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and the subordination and independence that Ire* 
land had, and ought to have, upon England, as being 
united and annexed to the imperial crown of £ng« 
land." They also, in a body, presented an address 
to his majesty, beseeching him, " that the laws di- 
recting and restraining the Irish parliament should 
not be evaded;" and obtained from the king a 
promise of compliance. Finally, they ordered the 
obnoxious book to be burned by the common hang- 
man. If any thing could add to the disgrace of 
William^s Irish parliament, it would be their tame 
submission to this flagrant and wanton insult; but 
a legislature, already dishonoured by perfidy, in- 
justice, and tyranny, dared not to make any efforts 
for its own vindication. They were prepared to 
submit to any treatment, provided that they were 
permitted to retain their ascendency over the unfor- 
tunate Catholics. 

Small as the confiscations made by William were, 
they formed the ground of a serious quarrel between 
him and his parliament. The king having made 
seventy-six grant^ of the forfeited estates to his most 
faithful servants, , those who were disappointed of 
their share of plunder clamoured loudly against this 
exertion of. the prerogative. A bill for the resump- 
tion of these grants passed the lower house with 
little difficulty, but encountered a severe opposition 
in the lords. It was however finally carried, and 
William could not refrain from expressing his dis- 
satisfaction when he gave it the royal assent The 
forfeited lands were placed for sale in the hands of 
trustees, whose proceedings were marked by the 
most scandalous oppression and venality ; but the 
English parliament rejected all petitions against their 
conduct, and declared that all the accusations were 
false and malicious. This ingenious mode of argu- 
ment, in which sentence is given on the conclusion^ 
after refusing ail consideration of the premises, has 
been frequently practised by the English and Irish 
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parliaments when legfislating for Ireland. -The foV- 
.felted lands were valued at fifteen hundred thousand 
pounds ; in the hands of the trustees, they produced 
bttle more than a third of that sum. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

71« PenalLaum, 

A. D. 1701. — ^During the reign of Anne, England 
attained to greater prosperity and influence than she 
had acquired since the reign of Cromwell ; but Ire- 
land, by the ferocious acts of her own legislature, 
was reduced to a state of wretchedness almost un- 
exampled in the annals of tyranny and suffering. 
While William was alive, his well-known wish to 
prevent further infringements of the treaty of Lime- 
rick, prevented the faction of the ascendency from 
adding to those iniquitous acts by which they snowed 
their malignant hatred of their fellow-subjects, and 
at the same time their fears, that some new crisis 
might wrest from them the lands purchased by such 
a long course of guilt and fraud. The first bill, *' to 
prevent the growth of popery," was introduced in 
the session of 1703. The following are among the 
most remarkable of its enactments: — The third 
clause provides, that if the son of an estated papist 
shall conform to the established religion, the father 
shall be incapacitated from selling or mortgaging his 
estate, or disposing of any portion of it by will. The 
fourth clause prohibits a papist frokn being the guar- 
dian of his own child ; and orders, that if at any time 
the child, though ever so young, pretends to be a 
Protestant, it shall be taken from its own father, and 
placed under the guardianship of the nearest Protest- 
ant relation. The sixth clause renders papists in- 
Capable of purchasing any manors, tenements, here- 
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ditaments, or any rents or profits arising* out of the 
same, or of holding any lease of lives, or other Ilsase 
whatever, for any term exceeding thirty-one years, 
^nd with respect even to such limited leases, it for* 
ther enacts, tliat if a papist should hold a farm pro- 
ducing a profit greater than one^third of the amount 
of the rent, his right to such should immediately 
cease, and pass over entirely to the first Protestant 
who should discover the rate of profit. The seventh 
clause prohibits papists from succeeding to the pro- 
perties or estates of their Protestant relations. By 
the tenth clause, the estate of a papist, not having a 
Protestant heir, is ordered to be gavelled, or divided 
in equal shares between all his children. The six- 
teenth and twenty-fourth clauses impose the bath of 
abjuration, and the sacramental test, as a qualifica- 
tion for office, and for voting at elections. Tlie 
twenty-third clause deprives the Catholics of Lime- 
rick and G^way of the protection secured to them 
by the articles of the treaty. The twenty-fifth 
clause vests in her majesty all adowsons possessed 
by papists. 

It would be a mere waste of words to reprobate 
this iniquitous law, or rather this violation of all law 
human and divine. No Irish Protestant can peruse 
its enactments without a blush for the shame thus 
brought on his religion, when it was thus virtually 
declared that the reformed system should owe its 
strength and secuiity, not to the purity of its prin- 
ciples, not to the excellence of its doctrines, but to 
robbery and oppression, to dissension between father 
and child, to stimulating one neighbour to seize the 
fruits of another*s industry, to the desecration of a 
solemn sacrament, by making it a test for office. 
How can we be surprised that the reformed religion 
is unpopular in Ireland, when^ by this and similar 
laws, a Protestant legislature virtually declared that 
Protestantism could not be secure unless it entered 
into alliance with Belial, Mammon, and Moloch f 

When this atrocious bill was introduced, the 
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Catholics asked leave to be heard b^ counsel at the 
bar of the house against it, and obtained permission. 
Sir Theobald Butler, Mr. Malone, and Rice, who had 
been chief-baron, appeared, and made an argumenta- 
tive, rather than an eloquent, appeal to the justice and 
honour of their hearers. Butler showed how gross 
was this attempt to violate the artides of Limerick. 
The meritorious conduct of the Catholics since the 
period of their submission, he insisted, ought to save 
them from such bitter penalties. He pointed out 
how infamous was the attempt to destroy all confi- 
dence between parents and children ; and he severely 
censured the exclusion of Protestant dissenters from 
office, by the imposition of the sacramental test. 
His arguments, as he seems himself to have antici- 
pated, were unheeded. The bill was sent to the 
Duke of Ormond, then lord-lieutenant, who de- 
clared on receiving it, " that he would recommend it 
in the most effectual manner, and do every thing in 
his power to prevent the erowth of popery ;" — a 
promise which he very faithfully performed. 

By a strange concatenation of events, this law 
proved penal to Protestants as well as papists. The 
English ministers were at this time engaged in a 
negotiation with the Emperor of Germany, for ob- 
taining from him a full toleration of Protestantism in 
his dominions ; and were by no means willing to put 
it in his power to retort, that he treated Protestants 
far better than they did Catholics. They laboured, 
therefore, to dissuade the Irish parliament from 
^^ing the measure; but their efforts were vain. 
The faction of the ascendency was not to be deterred 
from persecution by a regard for foreign Protestants, 
because their war was not against the religion but 
the property of the Catholics. The whig ministry of 
England was now caught by its own devices. They 
had excited and maintained a popular clamour against 
popery for several years, in order to strengthen their 
umuence ; and now, it was to be feared, that, if they 

82 
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acted justly, they would themselyes be driTen from 
their posts as fnends of papists. They knew, how- 
ever, that the Irish parliament was composed chiefly 
of dissenters, and therefore inserted the clause int- 
posing the sacramental test, hoping that this would 
cause the rejection of the entire measure. Bat the 
English ministers had formed too high an estimate 
of the i;onsciences of the Irish faction. They sanc- 
tioned the clause almost without debate ; and to use 
the phrase of one of their own writers, ** swallowed 
their scruples and the sacrament together.^ 

Human nature revolted against this cruel law. 
There were many magistrates who refused to exert 
themselves in its execution; and public feeUng 
branded, as the worst of informers, those who be- 
came discoverers in order to rob their neighbours. 
The Irish commons had therefore recourse to pub- 
lishing resolutions, almost every session, blaming 
supine magistrates, and praising informers. On the 
17th of March, 1705, they voted, "that all magis- 
trates, and other peraons whatsoever, who neglected 
or omitted to put the penal laws into due execution, 
were betrayers of the liberties of the kingdom." In 
June of the same year, they dei^ounced such per* 
sons as '* enemies to her majesty's government" 
And they also resolved, ** that the prosecuting and 
informing against papists was an honourable service 
to the government." 

But even these laws were not deemed sufficient; 
and in 1709, an act imposing additional severities 
was passed, almost without opposition. The first 
clause declares, that no papist shall be capable of 
holding an annuity for life. The third provides, that 
the child of a papist, on conforming, shall at onoe 
receive an annuity from his father; and that the 
chancellor shall compel the father to discover, upon 
oath, the full value of his estate real and personal, 
and thereupon make an order for the support of such 
conforming child or children, and for seeiuiiig such 
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« sluun of the property, after the father*s death, as 
tiie court shall think fit. The fourteenth and fifteenth 
clauses secure jointures to popish wives who shall 
conform. The sixteenth prohibits a papist from 
teaching, even as assistant to a Protestant master. 
The eighteenth gives a salary of 30/. per annum to 
popish priests who shall conform. The twentieth 
provides rewards for the discovery of popish pre- 
lates, iHiests, and teachers, according to the follow- 
ing whimsical scale. 

For discovering an archbishop, bishop, vicar- 
general, or other person, exercising any 
foreign ecclesiastical jurisdiction . £50 

For discovering each regular clergyman, 
and each secular clergyman not regis- 
tered £20 

For discovering each popish schoolmaster 

crusher £lO 

The twenty-first clause empowers two justices to 
summon before them any papist over eighteen years 
of age, and interrogate him when ^d where he last 
heard mass said, and the names of the persons pre- 
sent, and likewise touching the residence of any 
Popish priest^or schoolmaster ; and if he refuse to 
give testimony, subjects him to a fine of 20/., or im- 
prisonment for twelve months. 

Several other penal laws were enacted at the same 
time, of which we can only notice one ; it excludes 
Catholics from the office of sheriff, andirom grand 
juries, and enacts, that, in trials upon any statute for 
strengthening the Protestant interest, the plaintiff 
might challenge a juror for being a papist, which 
challenge the judge was to allow. The effect of iida 
law was to make the administration of justice more 
than suspected of partiality, and almost to justify 
the bitter sarcasms that English travellers have so 
frequently uttered against the decisions of Irish juries. 
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Neither have the baneful effects of this exclosive 
system as yet wholly disappeared. 

The design of the Protestant legislators appears 
to have been, to drive all the Catholids out of the 
country ; and, so far as the gentry were concerned, 
they succeeded tolerably well. The example of the 
parliament was zealously imitated by the Irish cor- 
porations — bodies that will not bear an adequate 
description; they enacted by-laws excluding the 
Catholics from all profitable branches of trade, and, 
in many instances, from residence within the walls 
of the town. The consequence was, that the mer- 
cantUe Catholics transferred their wealth and intel- 
ligence to foreign countries, whjere they founded 
commercial houses, which, even at this day, retain 
their high character and prosperity. 

The sufferings of the Catholics were greatly ag- 
gravated by the zeal of the underlings of adminis- 
tration — ever ready in Ireland to manifest a zeal 
beyond the law. In the year 1708, there was a report 
that the young Pretender intended to invade Scot- 
land ; and, immediately, forty-one of the CathoUc 
nobility and gentry were arrested, and placed in close 
confinement. The government, however, had the 
grace to be ashamed of this* arbitrary proceeding* 
and ordered the prisoners to be Liberated without 
payment of fees. A more ludicrous instance of 
Protestant timidity was exhibited, by the House of 
Commons resolving that the pilgrimages of the sick 
and infirm to St. John's Well, in the county of 
Meath, '* were inconsistent with the safety of the 
kingdom !" 

The factions that divided the English parUaraent 
through the entire of Queen Anne's reign, extended 
their influence to. Ireland; and the parties of whiff 
and tory, high church and low church, assailea 
each other with unmeasured violence. They agreed 
only in one point — ^the necessity of persecuting the 
papists. The clergymen of the established churcht 
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Uie majority of the lords, were tories: the 
mrhigs were superior in the lower house. There 
were some collisions, consequently, between the two 
branches of the legislature ; but as they invoWed no 
important principle, they may be permitted to rest in 
nnhonoured oblivion. One dismay of party zead 
w^as truly ludicrous. The pass-word and signal of 
the faction of the ascendency was in that age, as 
w^ell as the ]»esent, the toast of ** The pious, glorious 
and immortal memory of the great and good King 
W^illiam, who freed us from popery, slavery, brass 
money, and wooden shoes r* to which is usually 
added a tail of execrations on all who refuse to joki 
in the jdedge. Browne, Bishop of Coric, thought fit 
to preach a sermon against this piece of absurdity, 
and coBsummated hn foUy by printing it. The 
'whigs denounced the bishop as an impugner of the 
revcSution, and added to the obnoxious toast a 
elaiise, expressing contempt for the bishop in no 
very delicate terms; and this clause is frequently 
given as part of the toast at the present hour. 

Though the Irish parliament submitted to insult 
in the case of Molyneux, it showed, on one or two 
occasions, a spirit of resistance against the usurpa- 
tions of the English legislature* The lords entered 
into a resolution denouncing those who appealed 
against their iurisdiction ; and the commons rejected 
a mone3r^bill, because it had been altered by the 
English i»rivy council. A more flagrant case was 
an act of the En^tsh parliament to prevent the 

Ewth of schism, aimed principally against the Pres- 
eriaiis, which was made to include Ireland ; for 
ministry kn^ w that such a bill would not pass the 
Irish House of Commons, where the dissenters had 
a great majority. 

A. D. 1714. — The accession of George I. gave 
Che whigs ascendency in Ireland, but produced little 
or no change in the general circumstances of the 
nation. There was no attempt to raise an insurrec- 
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tion in favour of the Pretender, when the rdiellMm 
broke out in Scotland and the north of England. 
The Irish Catholics, even though disposed to favour 
the House of Stuart, had no longer any leaders ; but 
they had bee^, long before this time, cured of their 
attachment to that despicable family. In fact, they 
had learned that, in the negotiations which James 
had carried on with the leaders of the whigs in 
England, he had intimated his readiness to make no 
exertions in behalf of his Irish adherents. The 
attainder of the Duke of Ormond, for his adherence 
to the cause of the Pretender, had in it something 
of retributive justice. He had eagerly supported the 
penal laws; and now he was to suffer forfeiture 
from the parliament, to whose bad passions he had 
pandered, for his attachment to the cause of a 
Catholic sovereign. 

In consequence of the Irish House of Lords hav- 
ing resisted the right of appeal to the, House of 
Lords in England, the English parliament thought 
fit to pass " an act for the better securing the de- 
pendency of Ireland on the crown of England," 
which reduced the Irish legislatih*e to a mere idle 
mockery. It deprived the Irish House of Lords of 
their jurisdiction in cases of appeal ; and it declares 
that the British parliament ** has full power and 
authority to make laws and statutes of sufiScient 
force and validity to bind the people of the kingdom 
of Ireland." 

The English parliament having thus kindly re- 
lieved the legislature in the sister island from a great 
portion of its labours, the Irish parliament devoted 
its leisure to the preparation of new laws against 
popery. Several new acts were introduced and 
passed, inflicting further penalties and disqualifica« 
tions on the Catholics, one of which is still in force, 
viz. that which excludes papists from voting at any 
vestry held for the purpose of levying or assessing 
money for rebuilding or repairing parish-churches, . 
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These laws were executed in the same sangninaiy 
and intolerant spirit that had originally dictated their 
enactment. Priest-hunting became a fashionable 
amusement. Catholic chapels were forcibly shut 
up. The Catholic clergy sent into prison, and from 
thence hurried into exile. But one bill, which was 
passed by both of the Irish Houses of Parliament, is 
quite sufficient to show how violent and shameless 
w^as the Protestant bigotry of this disgraceful period« 
It actually contained a clause — ^how can it be men- 
tioned without oifence to delicacy 1— a clause for 
subjecting every Catholic ecclesiastic who Should 
come to Ireland to the penalty of castration ! On 
presenting this bill to the lord-lieutenant, both houses 
a^ded the remarkable request, " That he would rec- 
ommend the same in the most effectual manner to 
his majesty;'* and his excellency promised com- 
pliance. Sir Robert Walpole, beine solicited by 
Cardinal Fleury, successfully exerted nimself to pre- 
vent even an Irish statute-book from being sullied by 
such disgusting brutality ; and the bill was scouted 
by the English privy-council. The lord- lieutenant 
in closing the session attempted to console the par- 
liament for the loss of their favourite bill. He told 
them that " it miscarried merely by not being 
brought into the house before the session was so 
far advanced." He exhorts them in their several 
stations to exert themselves in maintaining the pub- 
lic peace, which, he says, " would be greatly pro- 
moted by the vigorous execution of the laws against 
popish priests; and that he would contribute his part 
towards the prevention of that growing evil, by giv- 
ing proper directions that such persons only should 
be put into the commission of the peace as had dis- 
tinguished themselves by their steady adherence to 
the Protestant interest." • 

The celebrated Dean Swift had a principal share 
in uniting, for a bhef space, both Catholics and Prot- 
estants in fierce opposition to the government. His 
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Drapier^s Letters on the subject of a patent, granfei 
to one Wood, for coining copper-money for the use 
of Ireland, joined all ranks and parties in a formi' 
dable coalition, to which the administration was 
forced to yield ; and the patent was revoked. Swift 
was actuated on the occasion purely by factious mo- 
tives. He was one of the numerous class whom 
disappointed ambition has converted into patriots; 
but unquestionably he efl^ted great good, not by 
upsetting Wood's patent, which was reaHy beneficiu 
to the country, but by giving the Irish an example 
of turning from party politics to a national object 
This is the only claim his shade had to be invoked 
with that of ^Ioly^eux, when Grattan, m 1783, for 
the first time addressed his countrymen as '* a fre^ 
people." 

A. D. 1727. — On the accession of George 11. the 
Catholic nobility and gentry, with the principal pari 
of the clergy, prepared a congratulatory addiess, 
which they presented to the lord-lieutenant for 
transmission. This document, however, was sup- 
pressed, because it was deemed inconsistent with 
law to acknowledge that there were any papists in 
existence. The claim of the Catholics to legal ex- 
istence was particularly offensive to Boulter the 
primate, who in the early part of hia reign ruled ther 
destinies of Ireland, and whose crosier was found 
to be a sceptre c^ iron. He had been greatly 
alarmed by the union of parties, occasioned by the 
affair of Wood's halfpence, and by a gradually in- 
creasing cordiality between the Protestants ana the 
Catholics. This be attributed to the small share of 
the elective franchise still retained by the latter f 
and of this he resolved that they should be deprived* 
A bill prohibiting papists from voting at elections 
was passed with little opposition ; and thus at one 
stroke five-sixths of the population were disfran- 
chised. Several additions were made about the saiaa 
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tuae to tiie penal code. Of these the following sre 

the most remarkable enactments. The Catholics 

Wiere excluded from acting as barristers, six-clerks, 

• solicitors, ice. Barristers or solicitors marrying 

.papists are subjected to oU the penalties and dis- 

^nalification^ of papists. No convert can act as a 

justice of peace whose wife or children continue 

papists. Persons robbed by privateers, during war 

with a popish prince, shall be reimbursed by grand 

juiy presentment ; and the money be levied upon the 

goods and lands of popish inhabitants only ! 

A. D. 1731. — ^During the administration of the 
Dake of Dorset, the patriots, as the opposition party 
in the House of Commons was named, became a 
powerful body. The government, anxious to escape 
from the control of the Irish parliament, attempted 
to obtain a graht of the supplies for twenty-one 
years; but the courtiers were outvoted by a ma- 
jority 6f one. The gentleman who gave the casting 
vote was Mr. C. Tottenham of New Ross, who had 
eome up from the country for the purpose. He ar« 
rived so late that he had no time to change his dress; 
and he hurried to the house in his travelling cos* 
tame. This Was considered a remarkable breach of 
etiquette; and, in allusion to it, ** Tottenham in 
boots r became a popular toast. 

Though the Irish parliament showed a laudable 
zeal to support the church by penal laws, they were 
by no means unwilling to rob it on a favourable op- 
portunity. They passed several resoltitions against 
all who should demand the tithe of agistment ; and 
tiins threw the burden of supporting the Protestant 
ministers from the Protestant landholders on the 
Catholic peasants. 

The Duke of Devonshire's administration was re- 
maikable chiefly for the princely magnificence and 
liberality exhibited by his grace. He expended his 
own private property on works of public utility ; and 
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a wharf which he erected in the city of Dublin still 
bears his name. 

A. D. 1745. — The dread of invasion induced the 
Enfflish ministry to intrust the government of Ire- 
land to the Earl of Chesterfield^ who had been long 
in opposition to the court. By adopting conciliatoiy 
measures he preserved Ireland perfectly tranquil 
during the Scottish rebellion. He extended the full 
protection of the laws to the Catholics, and dis- 
couraged those rumonrs of preteiKled plots which, 
during all a^es, have ^en so rife in Ireland. *' All 
Connaught is rising,'' cried a zealous loyalist, rush- 
ing into his lordship's bed-room in a paroxysm of 
affected terror. " It is past nine o'clock, and time 
for us all to rise," coolly replied Chesterfield, look- 
ing at his watch. It is painful, however, to add, that 
two atrocious penal laws were enacted during his 
government; the first, annulling all marriages be- 
tween Protestants and papists, or that were cele- 
brated by popish priests; the second,, ordering that 
every pofMsh priest who married two Protestants, 
or a Protestant and papist, should be hanged. 

A. D. 1747. — ^Afler the departure of Chesterfield^ 
Stone the primate became the head of the Irish go?- 
emment. This profligate prelate scrupled not to 
employ the most detestable means to effect his po- 
litical designs. His great object was to make gov- 
ernment independent of the factious oligarchy that 
wielded th^ destinies of Irdand. To procure parti- 
sans in parliament, he is said to have ^tified the 
sensual desires of the young members with the most 
unlimited indulgence. His residence became in fact 
a tavern and a brotkel. The oligarchy, determined 
to preserve its power over the crown and the people, 
under the mask ofpatnotism, encountered him with 
great virulence. The injury done by such a prelate 
to the cause of the Protestant religion requires no 
conunent. It is however remarkablei that in none 
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of fbe attacks made on him, do we find any allnsion 
to the effects of his scandalous life on the religious 
feelings of the people. 

The appeals of the opposition to the nation awak- 
ened the attention of the people to political subjects, 
and soon called into the field an obscure individual, 
'wbo quickly outstripped the tardy march of the aris- 
tocratic patriots. Charles Lucas, an apothecary, 
having become a member of the common council of 
the city of Dublin, commenced a vigorous attack on 
the usurpations of the board of aldermen. His 
Tiews expanded as he went on ; and he published 
several tracts on the rights of the people, and the 
claims of Ireland to legislative independence. The 
oligarchy became alarmed : they had struggled for 
their own power: but now there was reason to fear 
that the nation wouM reap the benefit of their exer- 
tions : they therefore joined the government to crush 
Lucas as a common enemy. In the October of 1740 
the House of Commons resolved ** that Charles 
Lucas v^as an enemy to his country,** and presented 
an address to the viceroy, requesting** that Lucas 
riiould be prosecuted by the attorney-general, and a 
reward offered for his apprehension.** Lucas, un- 
able to resist such a storm, went into temporary 
exile ; but on his return, after a lapse of some years, 
he was elected to represent his fellow-citizens in 
parliament. 

The issue of the struggle between the government 
and the party of the ohearchy denominated patriots 
sofllciently shows that the latter contended for their 
own private interests, and not for any national ad- 
rvntSLge. When a bill had been introduced for ap- 
plying the surplus revenue to the discharge of the 
national debt, the Duke of Dorset, then viceroy, de- 
clared that his majesty would consent to the arrange- 
ment, and a clause expressing his consent was added 
to the bill in the English counciL On the first oc- 
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casiOQ the alteration was not resisted ; bat wben a 
second bill was sent back with the obnoxioas amseta 
added, it was rejected by the Irish purliament. The 
dispute on this occasion was long and violent ; but 
finally, the greater part of the money was withdrawn 
from the kingdom by virtue of a king's letter. The 
public ifludignation against the government was 
alarming. Stone, however, persuaded the viceroy 
to persevere, and charged the opposition with beiBg 
enemies to the king's government. James, Earl of 
Kildare, to counteract this insidious insinuatioo^ 
presented a bold memorial to the king, declaring the 
loyalty of himself and his associates, and condemi^ 
ing the conduct of Stone and Dorset In no very mea- 
sured terms. Ultimately, Dorset was removed from 
the government. He was forced to escape from 
Dublin under the escort of his guards, and a }aied 
mob which one of his official underlings had collected 
and supplied with drink. ' 

A. D. 1755. — ^The Duke of Devonshire being ap- 
pointed viceroy, took the patriots into favour, and 
found that, When gratified by place and pension, they 
were willing to be the most devoted servants of 
government. The oligarchy had discovered that 
the existence 4)f a surplus revenue made the crowa 
inconveniently independent, and therefore resolved 
that there should be no surplus revenue for the fu- 
ture. They made large grants of money ostensiUy 
for public works, but in reality for private jobs— jobs 
60 flagrant that the most corrupt would have felt 
ashamed, oidy that such a feeling as shame was un- 
known to the Irish parliament. The popular voice 
denounced the former patriots, and they were uni- 
versally named *' the scrambling committee." 

In the autumn of 1759, during the administratioB 
of the Duke of Bedford, a small French force under 
the command of Thurot escaped from Dunkirk, aod 
after many misadventures, arrived at GarridifenEiii 
in the begmning of the following year. As the ibr- 
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tifications were in ruins, the town was taken after an 
obstinate defence.* But Thurot not receiving any 
xeinforcements, and learning: that the people in the 
neighbouring towns had taken up arms for his de- 
struction, retired. He was overtaken in his, retreat 
hy a British squadron, and fell in the engagement. 

The loyalty shown by the Catholics on this occa- 
sion, and the addresses breathing a devoted attach- 
ment to the British government sent from various 
narts of the kingdom by the leaders of the Catholic 
body, produced a favourable effect on the minds of 
the ministers, already disposed to look with favour 
on this pejrsecuted body, in consequence of an able 
disclaimer of the obnoxious doctrines imputed to 
them, which had been previously published. It was 
seriously contemplated to repeal the most severe of 
the disqualifying laws, and to unite the legislatures 
ef England and Ireland. The honourable John Pon- 
sonby, the speaker of the House of Commons, was 
among the first of the Irish statesmen who felt sym- 
pathy in the wrongs that had been inflicted on his 
Catholic countrymen; and ever since that period 
the members of the Ponsonby family have been 
among the most active supporters of civil liberty 
and religious toleration in Ireland. 

The news that such measures were in agitation pro- 
duced the most violent commotions among the lower 
ranks of Protestants in Dublin. In general it will 
be found that virulence against those of an opposite 
creed will be found more fierce in the lower ranks 
than among the more respectable classes oC society ; 
and experience proves that, in Ireland, katred of po- 
pery is more violent the lower we descend in the 
scale of rank, wealth, or intelligencci The fear of a 
union was a more justifiable cause of tumult, be- 

* Darinf the conflict in the streets of Cbrrickf^ipw, a French '^^ 
o^rring a chUd wbo had run playftflly into the streeU amid the fire oT 
(be contending parties, gnmnded bis musket, carried the infhnt t»a plaoa 
af aaftty, and renurninc to Ua ooondea resuned the combat. 

T8 
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cause it was manifest that the remoi^l of the i>arlia- 
ment would greatly injure the trade of the I>ubliji 
shopkeepers. The proceedings of the mob were 
very chHracteristic of the humour which distin- 
guishes the Irish. They forced their way into the 
House of Lords, seated an old woman on the tl^one, 
and got up a napck det)ate on the expediency ^ in- 
troducing pipes and tobacco. They forced the 
members of both houses whom they met to swear - 
that they wouM never consent to a union, nor gire 
a. vote against the interests of Ireland. They com- 
pelled the chief-justice of the King's Bench to ad- 
minister this oath to the attorney-general, and 
laughed heartily at the circumstance of having the 
'first law officer of the crown duly sworn by one of 
the king's judges. From these ludicrous scenes 
they proceeded to more violent acts of outrage; 
they broke the coaches of some obnoxious indi- 
viduals, and erected a gibbet for one Very obnoxious 
person, who fortunately escaped from their hands. 

The scheme of a union, if at that time seriously 
meditated, wa^ frustrated by the death of Greorge 1I.« 
and the changes made in the administration by his 
grandson and successor George III. In the new 
reign there were byt few penal laws ; and with a 
brief recital of their principal enactments we shall 
close this long and, to us, painful chapter. In the 
year 1776 an act, was passed permitting magistrates 
to search the houses of papists for arms, and to ex- 
amine on oath those suspected of concealment. By 
the 17th clause, papists refusing to deliver up their 
arms, or concealing them, or refusing to discover on 
oath, or neglecting to appear when summoned for 
that purpose, were made liable on conviction to fine 
or imprisonment, or to the corporal punishment of 
pillory, or whipping* at the discretion of the court. 

In the year 1782, papists were excluded from 
the king's inns of court ; and the law of William 
ni., excluding them from parliament, was formally 
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enacted. This latter act attracted little notice at 
tile time, for the Catholics had submitted to William** 
£oglish act, and were thus practically, thovq^ not 
iegaUy, excluded iiom the legislature. 



CHAPTER XVin. 



Ttas grants of extenam Torfeitures to sereral 

English proprietors was the first great cause of 

absenteeism, which is usually reckoned one of the 

chief causes of misery in Ireland. It is certainly 

absurd to say that evil has not resulted from this 

S3r8tem; but ii is just as absurd to suppose, that 

compulsory residence would be a remedy. The 

mere fact of the landlord living in Ireland or En|c- 

land would make little difference, if the Irish still 

continued to export their raw produce, and import 

all manufactured articles; for there woidd be stills 

the same impediment to the accumulation of capital, 

and the exercise of collective industry. Absenteeism 

is a part, and by no means the worst part, of a des- 

trtictive system of land-letting, which arose from 

the joint operation of forfeitures and the penal laws. 

A great portion of Irish lands is held on leases of 

lives, renewable for ever, or on leases of extra- 

ordinarjr duration. These tenures arose from the 

uncertainty of property. The persons to whom 

estates were granted, eagerly embraced any offer 

made to them by persons residing on or near the 

lands. Many of them were English proprietors, 

and never intended to visit Ireland. Others had 

learned to dr^ad the peasantry, and sought refuge in 

the towns. Bodi classes were glad to get a certain 
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rent, howerer disproportioned, wben they considered 
the uncertainty of their possessions. In conse- 
quence of this, a regular subordination of landlords, 
sometimes six or seven, existed between the pro- 
prietor and the actual tiller of the ground. Thus, 
the non-productive classes were disproix>rtionately 
increased ; for each of them was, wholly or partly, 
supported by his profit-rent; and as the weight of 
maintaining all fell upon the producers, they derived 
no advantage from their labours beyond a sufficiency 
to protract a miserable existence. The numerous 
class of what was usually called ^ poor gentlemen," 
now fast disappearing, became a greater curse to the 
country than absenteeism ever has been, or could be, 
— ^men whose property ranged from one to five hun- 
dred a year, and who chose to live on that sum in 
idleness, deeming trade, commerce, and honourable 
industry a degradation. The support of these gen- 
flemen being derived from some lease, or share in a 
lease, of course fell upon the peasant, and absorbed 
all the fruits of his industry. The country, there- 
fore, became, and continued wretched ; because the 
labourers had to provide for a greatly disproportioned 
number of consumers. 

Forfeitures placed the greater part, indeed almost 
the whole, of the lands in the hands of the Protest- 
ants ; and the penal laws continued them in exclu- 
sive possession. Having already described the 
Cromwellians and their descendants, who constituted 
the great mass of Irish proprietors, it is needless to 
show how unfit such men were to be trusted with 
the destinies of a country. Even if we had not the 
evidence of an impartial witness, common sense 
would lead us to conclude, that these men would, in 
the ordinary transactions of life, exhibit the same 
unprincipled tyranny and injustice which their repre- 
sentatives had displayed in parliament. Men who, 
as legislators, had unscrupulously violated a solemn 
treaty, and enacted persecuting laws sanctioning rob- 
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bevy and crime, could not have been kind landlordSf 
nor equitable justices of the peace. We are not, 
however, left td mere reasoning:, to discover the 
g^eneral character of the landlords in the middle of 
the last century. The celebrated agriculturist, Mr. 
Arthur Young, has recorded what he witnessed dur* 
in^ his tour in Ireland, with all the indignation which 
an ICnglish gentleman feels at witnessing tyranny and 
oppression. His picture is not overcharged, as will 
be readily acknowledged by many who can remem- 
ber some remnants of the system which he saw in 
its full bloom of perfection. He says, ** The land- 
lord of an Irish estate, inhabited by Roman Catho- 
lics, is a sort of despot, who yields obedience, in 
whatever concerns the poor, to no law but his will. 
A long series of oppressions, aided bj many very 
ill-judged laws, have brought landlords mto the habit 
of exerting a very Ipfty superiority, and their vassals 
into that o f an honest unlimited submission. Speak* 
ing a language that is despised— professing a religion 
that is abhorred-^and being disarmed, the poor find 
themselves slaves in a land of written liberty. jVay, 
/ have heard anecdotes of the lives of the people being 
made free withy without any apprehension from thejus" 
tiee df a jury. The execution of the laws lies very 
much in the hands of justices of the peace, many 
of whom are drawn from the most illiberal class in 
the kingdom. If a poor man lodges a complaint 
against a gentleman, or any animal that chooses to 
call itself a gentleman, and the justice issues out a 
summons for his appearance, it is a .fixed oflfence, 
and he will infallibly be called out* The peasants 
know their situation too well to think of it. They 
can have no defence, but by means of protection 
from one gentleman against another, who probaUy 
protects his vassal as he would the sheep he intends 
to eat.** 

The Irish landlords had professed an earnest desire 
to surround themselves with a Protestant tenantry ; 
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but they soon found that this woald be inconsistent 
with what they deemed their interests. The Prot- 
estants would not pay the extravagant rents de- 
manded by the landlords, and were of course rejected. 
They emi^ated in thousands to North America, tnd 
furnished the states with a body of determined sol- 
diery, at the moment they were about to commence 
their contest with Great Britain. 

Nor was this the only cause of the disappearance 
of Protestantism among the lower ranks. The in- 
efficiency, the negligence, and, in many cases, the 
immorsdity of the estabhshed clergy, were at this 
unhappy period perfectly scandalous. Their anxie^ 
was to diminish their congregations, and make their 
parishes perfect sinecures. To the lower ranks of 
their flocks they were utter strangers, and would hare 
looked upon any attempt to force intercourse as 
unpardonable impertinence. The great defect in the 
constitution of the church of England is, that it 
makes no provision for the instruction of the poor 
and ignorant. The sublime service, and simple but 
touching eloquence of the liturgy, loses much of its 
effect by constant repetition ; but when read care- 
lessly, in the style of a school-boy hurrying over a 
disagreeable ta&, its efficacy is wholly lost. The 
sermons are by no means an adequate substitute for 
the instruction that should be conveyed by personal 
communication : a well-written essay, in elegant and 
classical language, read from the pulpit, is really a 
very inefficient means of conveying religious know- 
ledge to the illiterate and uninstructed. Irish Pro- 
testaiits have frequently boasted that theirs is tiie 
religion of gentlemen — can they forget that such is 
not the boast of Christianity 1 A higher merit than 
the restoration of sight to the blind, health to the 
sick, or even life to the dead, was, that '' to the poor 
the gos[)el is preached." The church of Rome, with 
more wisdom, insists on a personal intercourse be- 
tween the priest and his flock, by the institution of 
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confession. That this is liable to abuse, nay, that 
it has frequently been abused, is incontrovertible; 
but equally certain is it, that confession has been the 
source of many and great benefits. The first re- 
formers felt this ; and, in the rubric, required some 
such intercourse between the minister and the con- 
gregation, as a preparation for receiving the sacra- 
ment ; but if ever practised in the reformed church, 
it soon fell into disuse ; and the legal desecration of 
the sacrament, by making it a political test, rendered 
the revival of it impossible. 

Another cause for the decay of Protestantism was 
the want of service in the Irish language. Whether 
the liturgy, in their own beloved tongue, would have 
reconciled the Irish to a religion &iown to them 
only as the great source of their national oaldmities, 
may perhaps be doubtful ; but the experiment was 
never tried, and the Irish church could not discern 
the ludicrous inconsistency of preaching against the 
church of Rome, for keeping the service of the mass 
in an unknown tongue, while it itself inflicted penal- 
ties on millions for not attending service in a lan- 
guage almost equally unknown. ' 

Persecution drew still closer the ties that united 
the priests to the people. Both were cruelly op- 
pressed by the " Protestant ascendency," and mutual 
suffering has ever been a source of firm friendship. 
T^e poor Protestant felt sensibly the difference 
between a pastor, who scarcely deigned to recognise 
his existence, and one who would be his comforter, 
h\s adviser, his guide, and his friend. Such a spec- 
tacle daily before his eyes, was a more powerful 
argument than the most laborious treatise on the dif- 
ferences between the churches. Reason might show, 
"that the opinions of the Protestant rector were the 
better ; but reason and feeling united to prove that 
the conduct of the Catholic priest was more in ac- 
^rdance with the precepts of the gospel,, and the 
conduct of the apostles. So powerful, mdeed, wa» 
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the effect of the contrast, that but for the JaixHin 
of the Methodists and other dissenters, whose 

greachers mixed with the people, there would now 
e scarcely a single Protestant among the lower 
ranks in Ireland. 

Bat with whatever other negligences the eborch 
of Ireland may be charged, carelessness in the ex- 
action of tithes is assuredly not among the number. 
Thrown by the law on the miserable tillers of the 
soil for support, the majority of the clergy employed 
a class of men, called tithe-proctors, to collect their 
revenues ; and never was there a greater scourge in- 
flicted on an unfortunate country. Their exactions, 
their cruelties, their oppressions, v^ould furnish ma- 
terials for volupaes; and would even then convey 
but a faint image of the intolerable misery they 
occasioned. The Irish law of tithe was far more 
severe than the English; it armed the parson with 
greater powers ; it took from the farmer every means 
of defence against illegal overcharges. If the liish 
clergy and their proctors had been angels, they must 
have been corrupted by the system ; but the3r were 
not even the best of men ; and they used their tre- 
mendous power in its fullest extent. If any thing 
further was required to alienate the hearts of the 
Irish peasantry from the reformed reUgion, it was to 
be found in the exactions of the tithemongers ; for 
how could the cotter love, or even respect, pastors 
who seized the fruits of his industry, and snatched 
the last morsel from the mouths of his starving 
family f 

The oppressions of the landlords and the tithe- 
mongers produced their natural effect. The pear 
sants, driven to despair, broke out in agrarian insur- 
rections, which soon became formidable. The Pro- 
testant labourers of the north took the title ** Hearts 
of Oak ;** those of the south, from wearing their 
shirts outside their clothes, were, denominatad 
^Whiteboys*^ They committed the most aiaim- 
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iag' outrages, and inflicted the most revolting cruel- 
ties, on all whom they deemed the authors of their 
wrongs. There was not a man in Ireland ignorant 
of the cause of these disturbances; but the rulers 
o( the land were neither willing to acknowledge 
their tyranny, nor inclined to cease from their rapa- 
city. They aidopted tlie usual fayourite remedy of 
Irish legisiators, and passed a sanguinary code of 
laws, to which no country in Europe can furnish a 
parallel. 

•*The Whiteboys," sajrs Mr. Young, "being 
labouring Catholics, met with all those oppressions 
I have deiscribed, and would probably have continued 
in full submission, had not very severe treatment in 
respect of tithes, united with a great speculative 
rise of rents about the same time, blown up the 
flame of resistance. The atrocious acts they were 
guilty of, made them the subject of general indigna- 
tion. Acts were passed for their punishment, which 
seemed calctdated for the meridian of Barbary . This 
arose to such a height that, by one, they were to be 
hanged under circumslances without the common 
formalities of a trial, Which, though repealed in the 
following session, marks the spirit of punishment ; 
while others yet ^remain the law of the land, that 
would, if executed, tend more to raise than quell an 
insurrection.'' 

The old cry of a popish plot was raised ; and the 
eraelty of fear induced the leaders of the ascendency 
to commit new acts of tjrranny, and seyeral fell vic- 
tims to the forms of law under circumstances of very 
doubtful guilt. Many more would have met a sim- 
ilar fate, but for the exertions of the judges, and 
especially Sir Edward Aston, chief-justice of the 
common pleas. He was nobly rewarded. On his 
i«turn from a special commission at Clonniel, he 
found the roads lined by multitudes of both sexes, 
the friends and relatives of those whom he had res- 
cned from destruction, inv^ing the blessings of 
Vol. IL— U 
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Heaven on his head, for his impartiality in the ad- 
ministration of justice — a blessing, of which its 
rarity had taught them the valae: 

There was, however, one victim, whose fate de- 
serves to be recorded, not merely as an illastration 
of the temper of the times, but as an example of the 
reckless fury with which Uie Irish aristocracy then, 
and since, used to hunt down an obnoxious individ- 
ual. Nicholas Sheehv, the parish-priest of Ciog- 
heen, was a man of strong, generous feeling, and 
full of a noble sympathy for the ^injured and op- 
pressed — a sentiment which was longdeenKMl trea- 
sonable in Ireland. He had given unpardonable of- 
fence to the gentry in the neighbourhood, by resist- 
ing their oppression of their tenantry, and denounc- 
ing magisterial tyranny. He had frequently shielded 
persecuted victims, and relieved those whom ^ the 
little tyrants of the fields'' had reduced to misery; 
but his character of,*' village Hampden'' was full of 
danger, even greater than that of his prototype ; for 
in England, at the worst of times, there was some 
chance of obtaining justice. During the disturbances 
in the south, he had frequently been tr|ed for ^ acting 
as a popish priest" — an offence then punished with 
transportation ; but evidence sufficient for his con- 
viction could not be obtained. A complaint was 
next made to government, that he had procured 
money from France to pay the Whiteboys, and to 
enlist them in the service of the Pretender. A pro- 
clamation was issued, offering a reward of three han- 
d red pounds for Sheehy's apprehension. On hearing 
of this he wrote a letter to the secretary of state, 
offering to surrender, provided that he should not * 
be tried at Clonmel, where his enemies would easily 
be able to pack a jury. His offer was accepted ; he 
was brought to trial in Dublin, and after a laborious 
investigation of fourteen hours, was honourably ac- 
quitted. The evidence against him was that of a 
vagrant boy, a common prostitute, and an impeached 
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thief, taken from Clonmel jail, and bribed to ghre 
testimony by promises of pardon and reward. 

His acquittal only stimulated the malice of his 
enemies. A report was circulated that a Whiteboy, 
named Bridge, had been murdered by his associates, 
to prevent Ms giving information ; and Sheehy was 
arrested as a participator in the crime. He had 
reason to dread- a Clonmel jniy. On the very same 
evidence that had been rejected in Dublin, he was 
found guilty, and sentenced to be hanged and quar- 
tered. The most essential part of the evidence, we 
should naturally suppose, ^ would be the proof of 
Bridge's death ; but no such thing was attempted. 
In fact, it was swom by two unexceptionable wit- 
nesses, that he haci left the country ; and it is noto- 
rious, that he was known to be alive several years 
after. During the trial, the faction that conducted 
the prosecution formed a guard round the court, 
excluding the prisoner's witnesses, and grossly in- 
isulting all who dared to speak in his favour. So far 
was the system of terror carried, that his attorney 
narrowly- escaped with his life, and was forced to 
fly by mght to. Dublin. 

The pretended murder of Bridge was made the 
pretext for the judicial murder of some other indi- 
viduals obnoxious to the aristocracy of Tipperary; 
but the effect produced by the dying declarations of 
these unhappy men, caused such a strong sensation 
of horror, that the persecutors were stopped short 
> in the midst of their career. 

The state of morals, during this unhappy time, 
was deplorable ; the habits of the gentry were coarse 
and brutal ; the peasants learned all the vices of the 
slave. The few Catholics who preteni}ed to con- 
form, neither were, nor sheeted to be, influenced by 
religious principle. A certificate of having received 
the sacrament in the church of England was all that 
the law required to secure their property ; and tra- 
dition records many instances of horrible profanation 
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that took place when the test was admioigtered to 
these insincere converts. Bnt there were also some 
noble examples of virtue, which it is much more 
pleasing: to contemplate. Many Catholics made fic- 
titious conveyances of their estates to Protestants; 
and there were very few instances of the violation 
of this confidence. A poor Protestant barber held 
the title-deeds of all the Catholic estates in a south- 
ern county. He would accept from them neitlier 
present nor reward, but supported himself by. the 
labour of his own hands. His only recompense 
was the testimony of his own conscience, and the 
gratitude of those whose estates-he rescued from the 
rapacity of the discoverers : but what more noble re^ 
compense could he have obtained ? 

The seats in the frish parliament were 2it this 
time held for life, except at the demise of the 
crown, or when the king pleased to order a disso- 
lution. The people had consequently little control 
over their representatives ; and by the iiifrenioos con- 
trivances used to close the corporations, the Irish 
House of Commons became a mete mockery of 
representation. The English reader will scarcely 
credit the reality of such an anomaly as the existence 
of cities and towns, containing several thousand 
inhabitants, where the elective franchise is confined 
to twelve or thirteen individuals. But some such still 
remain ; and the populous towns of Clonrael, Cashel, 
and Belfast have not a constitiiency much larger 
than that of Gatton or Old Sarum. If he asks wiiy 
such an abuse is permitted to exist, he will be told 
that it is essential to the Protestant interest ! If he 
asks for any explanation of the wicked nonsense of 
such a reply, he will get no answer. Where the 
towns contained a larger constituency, the corpora- 
tions adopted an ingenious plan of selling them- 
selves to an extensive dealer in boroughs, and ^ 
bestowing the elective franchise on his friends, 
dependants, and servants, they soon outnumbeivd 
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^lie> resident freemen. This was very successfully- 
practised in Youghal. The corporation party hap- 
pened to be less numerous than the independents ; 
but they contriTed by finesse to hold an assembly 
of which the others were not aware, and created an 
overwhelmingr majority of non-residents. They then 
<50ii8tituted the Earl of Shannon their patron, agree- 
ing to return his nominees, and receiving, in return, 
appointments in the customs and excise; the Irish 
government having erected an immense number of 
useless places in lK)th departments, for the specisd 
purpose of rewarding its dependants.* 

The proprietors of boroughs, or rather the pro- 
prietors of the Irish parliament, for its cities and 
counties were virtually close boroughs, formed an 
anomalous body called Undertakers, They entered 
into a bargain with the government to carry all its 
measures in parliament, receiving in return places, 
pensions, and profitable jobs. Similar transactions 
nave occasionally taken place in England, where the 
parties had the grace to keep them secret. But in 
Ireland,, corruption stalked unblushingly abroad, and 
-seemed '.to court the face of day; Honesty and pa- 
triotism were so lightly valued, that no one thought 
it worth. while to lay claim to them. The two 
^at objects of the undertakers were, to oppose the 
independence of the crown and the liberty of the 
people. The Enghsh ministry did not interfere with 
the ^igarchy in their misgovernment of the un- 
fortunate country, wjiich " they insulted by their 
ignorance, plundered by their rapacity, and slandered 
by their msdice.'' But factitious opposition to the 
power of the crown was an evil of a different na- 
ture, which they determined to remove. For this 

* The patranftgeofthe borough has been since transferred to the Duke 
of Devonshire, in consequence of bis bsTing established his right to 
some land on which the corporation bad raised extensive stores and other 
boildings, about the same time that the Earl of Shannon ceased to poa- 
jiaai poUtietl inSiHBM. 

U9 
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DQipose, it was resolved that the lord-lieatenanty 
instead of visiting Ireland ' once in two years, and. 
intrusting tlie government, in the interval, to lords* , 
Justices chosen from the undertakers, should for 
the future reside in Dublin, and manage in person 
the disposal of places, pensions, and preferments. 

An unexpected result followed this change, 'jnie 
condition of the people was gradually improved, as 
the authority of government was strengthened ; and, 
save when the old oligarchy, by lendi^ their odious 
influence to a minister, contrived (o gain back some 
portion of their old monopoly, no examples of wan^ 
ton optM-essiou on the p«rt of the supreme power 
will be found in the rest of this history. It was, 
however, the misfortune of George the Third's 
reign, that most of the administrations formed in it 
felt afraid of the people ; and that, inconsecjueoee, 
they entered into a new alliance with the Insh oli* 
garchy, and intrusted >that dangerous body with 
powers which they were afterward unable to oon- 
trol. Every direct exertion of British power has 
been uniformly in favour of the people ; and Irehmd 
continued to be oppressed, not because the -British 
minister had too much influence, blit because he 
had too little ; being checked, controlled, and fettered 
by the confederacy of the boroughmongers, which 
knavery called, and folly believed to be, " the Prot- 
estant interest." ^ - 

This beneficial change was not effected without 
^eat expense, and was made the subject of more 
jokes, good and bad, than will bear to be recorded. 
Lord Townshend, the viceroy appointed to effect 
the revolution, possessed a large share of the con- 
vivial talents so highly appreciated in Ireland ; be 
easily collected ^bout the Castle the inferior de- 
pendants of the great boroughmongers, and pur- 
chased the transfer of their allegiance by the united 
influence of cash and claret. This was described as 
** an attempt to monopolize the manufacture of tegis- 
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SaAoTS, by povdiasingr np the raw material ^ and the 
aeedy crowd that thronged the upper Castle yard, 
yar a ng the narrow precincts in hopes of reward, were 
^raid to be employed in ** ploughing the half acre f 
tfor so much did its area contain. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

7%$ LigtOmtiv independaut of the Iritk Parriament, 

A.D. 1768.-*— The first great change made* in the 
^gpoYenunentof Ireland was the limitation of the dara- 
tkm of parliamevt ; a measure pressed on the legis- 
lature by the unanimous Yoice of tl^je people during 
seven yeara, and finally granted in consequence of a 
diflpnte between the Irish oligarchy and the English 
government To increase their own popularity, and 
at the same time to brihg odium on Lord Towns- 
henif s admimstration^ the Irish parliament, during 
several successive sessions, presented the heads of a 
septennial bttl to the privy council, certain that the 
neasure would never be eanctioned by that body. 
The privy council at length became weary of this 
annDal farce, and in a fit of ill-humour tfansmitted 
the bill to England. The English ministry, justly 
earaged at the fierce opposition which the measures 
of government received from the leaders of the Irish 
aristocracy, returned the bill, with the single altera- 
tion of substituting eight for seven jrears; and the 
fnah parliament, caught in its own toils, was forced 
to pass the bifl into a law. Nothing can be conceived 
more Indicreas than the consternation of the pre- 
tended patriots who had clamoured for the bill, when 
ttngf iMtnedtbat the English government had deter^ 
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mined to make the concession. They had for yeaffsl 
declared that the measure was essential to the salva-l 
tion of the country, and poured out the fiercest in* I 
vectives against the statesmen by whom it was op- 
posed ; but they never dreamed that their labours I 
would have been successful; and when an event so 
contrary to their wishes and expectations occurred, 
they could not conceal the bitterness of their morti- 
fication. The nation in general was well aware of 
the hypocrisy to which it owed its success, and with 
creditable forbearance, abstained from overwhelming 
the authors of the measure with unwelcome thanks 
and gratulations. 

The new parliament had scarcely assembled, when 
the House of Commons. became involved in a dis- 
pute with the viceroy, on a point of constitutionai 
privilege. A mooey-biU, which had been planned 
in England, was rejected by the Commons ait^r the 
first reading, because it had not originated in their 
house. Lord Townshend, in a rage, sent an angry 
protest against their proceedings, which the Com- 
mons refused to enter on their journals. The Lords 
were more submissive ; and after a fierce but brief 
struggle, allowed the viceroy's protest to be inserted 
in their records. The court having suffered several 
other defeats on questions of less moment, Loid 
Townshend determined to prorogue ^he parliament, 
after a brief j»ession of two months^ and to try if, 
during the recess, any impression could be made on, 
the bands of Irish patriots. Alter an interval of 
fourteen months, the parUament was reassemUed, 
and the partisans of the court were found to possess 
an overwhelming majority. The Commons, in their 
address, returned thanks to the king, for eontmnin; 
Lord Townshend in the government. Mr. Pon- 
sonby, the speaker, indignant at witnessing this degf- 
radation, resigned the chair, rather than carry up 
such an address. He was succeeded by Mr. Edmoad 
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Pery, who had been converted from a patriot 
a coortier, by a process of manufacture not un- 
-fipeqaently used an tbe Irish parliament. 

IThe rapacity of the agent of an absentee nobleman, 
time Marquis of Donegal, produced a fierce agrarian 
fissvrrection in the couitty of Antrim, which soon ez- 
^exkded overthe greater part of Ulster. The insur- 
fnents named themselves Hearts of Steel, to show 
tt^^ ftrmness of their resolution. They determined 
Tftot to pay the extravagant rents and fines demanded 
try the landlords and their agents, and to destroy 
'tki^ cattle and houses of any tenants who should take 
-ttie land *' over their heads.^' By the exertions of 
'tl&e military, several of the steel-men were arrested 
axid brought to trial at Carrickfergus ; but they were 
SLoquitted, from the supposed partiality of the wit- 
Xftesses and the juries. The Irish aristocracy, en- 
T'a^ed at being disappointed of tbe expected vengeance 
on their revolted vassals, passed a law, that tnals for 
insurrectiohary offences should be held in counties 
different from those in which the crimes had been 
oommicted. Some of the insurgents were, in conse- 
onence, brought to trial in Dublin ; but the juries, 
oiflgfUBted at such an ai^itrary and unconstitutional 
fHTOceeding, acquitted the prisoners without hesita- 
tion. This infamous law was repealed during tbe 
administration of Lord Harcourt, and the juries in 
the disturbed districts were at the same time induced 
to do their duty with firmness. After several of the 
insurgents had been convicted and executed, the dis- 
turbances were suppressed ; but an immense number 
of the Ulster Protestants sought refuge from the 
rapacity of their landlords in the wilds of America. 
A. D. 1776. — ^The haughty and oppressive spirit 
which the British government had so long displayed 
to the British colonies and dependencies at length 
produced the dire effects which every man of sense 
had long predicted. The istates of North America, 
justly irritated at the insane attempt of the British 
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parliament to tax them without their own 
took up arms, and set the mother country at defianei 
The history of the eventful struggle, which, at tin 
end of six years, terminated in the aeknowledgmeil 
of the American republic, belongs not to this woiki 
We must however remark, that the war for the sol^ 
jugation of the Americans was at first decidedly 
popular in England. From the habit of using the 
phrase " our colonies," there was not an English 
peasant who did not regard the colonists as rebels 
against himself, and as enemies to some fancied au- 
thority and power, which he deemed the privilege of 
every Englishman by his birthright. Ireland was 
regarded as a province even more completely at the 
disposal of England ; and, after the American war had 
been formally commenced, the dangerous effect of 
such an example on a nation still more grievousiy 
oppressed, was a circumstance that quite eaca{)ed 
the notice of the statesmen to whom the destinies 
of the country had been intrusted. They remmsd 
in a state of ignorant apathy, until they had brought 
the gorernment to the very brink of ruin, and ex- 
posed the country to the horrors of civil war, from 
which it was saved almost by accident. The Amer- 
ican colonies had afforded the most extensive and 
profitable markets for the sale of .Irish linens; bot 
the war closed the trade, and the linen manufactures 
soon experienced a severe decline. At the same 
time, by an unusual and scarcely constitutional exei- 
tion of the prerogative, an embargo was laid on tha 
exportation of Irish provisions, under pretence oi 
preventing supplies to the revolted colonies, but ia 
reality to enable certain powerful contractors to folffl 
their engagements with ease and profit The coo- 
sequence of this profligate job was general misery 
throughout the nation, at the very moment that it 
was called upon to make unusual exertions to sap- 
press the American revolt. So manifest were tbe 
distresses of Ireland, that on the motion of JSail 
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Nageot, the British parliament, in April, 1778, passed 
•ereral resolutions, declaring the expediency of re« 
iMving many of the restrictions which had been im- 
Jpesed on Irish commerce. The commercial jealousy 
^ England was, however, unfortunately aroused ; 
}tetitious against opening the trade of Ireland poured 
m from every side ; and those from Liverpool, Man- 
tester, and Glasgow nienaced rebellion in no very 
obscure terms, if the parliament should persevere in 
its proposed coarse of wisdom and justice. The 
English premier. Lord North, had sense enough to 
perceive that these concessions were demanded by 
sound policy, but he had not firmness to withstand 
the popular clamour. The bills founded on Lord 
Nugent*s resolutions were rejected ; and Ireland, so 
far as the British parliament was concerned, sen- 
tenced to hopeless misery. Lord North showed 
more firmness on another question. Acts for re- 
pealing some of the penal laws, and for permitting 
CathoUcs to acquire property in land, so far as a 
lease of nine hmidred and ninety-nine )rears, were 
sanctioned by the British and Irish parliaments, but 
not without encountering a fierce and vehement op- 
position. 

A. D. 1778. — The resistance of the English mer- 
chants to the opening of the Irish trade spread 
general dissatisfaction— the more dangerous as Ire- 
land had lately obtained a species of national guard, 
an armv composed of citizen-soldiers, whose remon- 
strances could not be neglected with impunity. 
'Fhere are few Irishmen of the present day who can 
speak of those celebrated men, the Volunteers, with- 
out feelings of enthusiastic admiration; for they, 
^thout bloodshed, raised their country from a de- 
graded province to the dignity of a nation, and 
cieated the first sources of the Uttle prosperity that 
Ireland has been permitted to enjoy. Though a 
volunteer corps had been formed some years pre- 
^^iOQsly in tiie county of Wexford for suppressing the 
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nocturnal devastatioos of the Whiteboys^yet to titt 
town of Belfast must mainly be attributed the chiel^ 
origin of this national army. In the year 1778 U^ 
gun of England^s glory seemed to have set ; the hi|^ 
and palmy days of the British flag were gone | Amei^ 
ican privateers swept the narrow seas, and captoncl 
our vessels in sight of oar coasts ; the French tbreaK 
ened an invasion ; and there was neither a fleet not 
an army capable of resisting them. At this unpio* 
pitious period, the people of Belfast, aiarmed al 
their unprotected state, petitioned the goyexmnent 
for a garrison ; and received as an answer,. that half 
a troop of dismounted cavalry, and half a eompanjr 
of invalids, constituted all the force that could be 
spared ! Deserted by the government, the inhabit- 
ants of that spirited town prepared to defend them^ 
selves. They formed a corps of volunieers, elected 
ofllcers, and took active measures to give their new 
soldiers discipline and efficiency. Sereral other 
towns followed the example ; and the government,, 
urged by the necessity of the case, supplied tiieir 
new defenders with sixteen thousand stand of arms. 
In the year 1779 Spain acceded to the hostile confed-^ 
eracy which had been formed against Great Britaiiu 
A combined fleet rode triumphant in the Bdtisli 
Channel; and nothing but ignorance of its defence- 
less situation prevented the French and Spanish ad-^ 
mirals from destroying the port of Plymoulh. In 
this moment of doubt and. danger, such additional 
activity was shown by the Irish in organizii^ their 
new national force, that the number of vohmteers 
in a short time amounted to forty-two thousand, all 
animated. with the warmest feelings of patriotiam 
and loyalty. So formidable was their aspect, that 
the enemy resigned all thoughts of an invasion ; and 
so tranquil was the island, that never at any subse- 
quent period has it been more free from disturbances 
of an insurrectionary character. 
The Irish parliament was imboldened by the 8ii|k 
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lioit of the national anny to make some exertions 
to attain independence. In the October of 1779 it 
«as unanimously resolved to present an address to 
|t|ie viceroy, declaring that ^ nothing hot a free trade 
iOould save the nation from impending ruin.** The 
iiddress was carried up by the speaker to the Castle, 
JBuough the ranks of the Dublin volunteers, who 
ilined the streets in their arms and nniforms, amid 
I llie loud acciamaticMis of the populace, inspired with 
IJbope that the national distress would be speedily re- 
lieved. The unanimous thanks of the Commons 
were voted to the independent companies for the 
readiness they had shown to defend their country in 
the moment of danger; and a similar resolution was 
adopted in the. Lords, with the single dissentient voice 
of lafford, the lord-chancellor. The Commons, to 
mark more strongly their determination to obtain 
redress of their commercial grievances, granted the 
supplies for six months only, and pas^ a reso- 
lution, declaring that the granting of new taxes 
would, under existing circumstances, be inexpedient. 
These spirited declaratioDs of the Commons were 
followed by resolutions at several county meetinga 
against the use of English manufactures. Such 
was their effect thaf Lord North introduced, without 
o{^sition, two bills, granting to the Irish traders 
greater advantages than had been already proposed 
by Lord Nugent; but, with a reckless disregard of 
national feeling, which has been since more than 
once imitated by British statesmen, he accompanied 
the concession with some insulting declarations, 
which prevented the favour from being received with 
gratitude. The English minister declared that the 
opening of the Irish trade was a boon from the Eng- 
lish parliament, resumable at pleasure. The Irish 
were indignant at being told that they held their 
commerce by so precarious a tenure, and deter- 
mined to secure it by estaUishiog the independ-^ 
ence of their own legislature* 
VoL.II.— X 
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Meetinffs were held by several bands of the volno- 
teers, ana resolutions adopted, asserting the sole 
right of legislation for Ireland to rest in her own 
king and parliament; and at a meeting of the Dublin *' 
volunteers in the summer of 1780, at which Ihe 
Duke of Leinster presided, a vote was passed, almost 
tantamount to a declaration of war, which was sub- 
sequently adopted by the greater number of the in- 
dependent companies in Ireland. This celebrated 
resolution stated, ''that the king, lords, and com- 
mons of Ireland only were competent to m^e laws 
binding the subjects of this realm ; and that they 
would not obey or give operation to any laws, save 
only those enacted by the king, lords, and com- 
mons of Ireland, whose rights and privileges, jointly 
and severally, they were determined to support with 
their lives and fortunes." The Irish parliament by 
no means sympathized with the enthusiasm of the 
volunteers; the session of 1780 was spent in a 
vigorous struggle between a minority, supported by 
rank, talent, and the unanimous voice of the nation, 
and a purchased majority, which rendered all the 
labour of the patriots ineffectual by monosyllabic 
votes. The English cabinet thought that their vice- 
roy, the £arl of Buckinghamshire, had not shown 
sufficient firmness in resisting the efforts of the 
opposition; he was therefore recalled, and the 
government of Ireland intrusted to the Earl of Car- 
fisle. But to check the growth of the volunteers 
was now beyond the power of government : their 
numbers amounted to fifty thousand ; and in a review 
at Belfast, five thousand four hundred of the citizen- 
soldiers appeared in the field, with a train of thir- 
teen pieces of artillery. Though greatly alarmed, 
the government could not venture to discourage this 
formidable force; and eveiy pretext for throwing 
any imputations on their loyalty was removed by 
the readiness with which, on the renewed threats of 
an invasions they offered their services for the de- 
fiance of their country. 
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' Tbe Yolnnteers did not, however, confine them- 
selves to the defence of their country against a 
foreign foe, the original purpose for which they had 
taken up arms ; they were firmly determined on pro- 
curing for their native land a free commerce, secured 
by an independent legislature. Their hopes of ob- 
taining the assistance of their own parliament were 
frustrated in the session of 1781. -A ministerial 
majority negatived every resolution for a declaration 
of rights, and every motion for giving Ireland the 
full enjoyment of the British constitution. Two 
bills, however, were passed for a further relaxation 
of the penal laws, without any apparent interference 
of the ministry. The northern volunteers, conx- 
manded by the'Earl of Charlemont, disappointed by 
the conduct of the House of Commons, assembled 
at Armagh in the latter part of December, and, after 
passing several resolutions bitterly condemning par- 
liamentary corruption, invited the difierent inde- 
pendent companies to send delegates to some central 
town in Ulster, in order to deliberate on the situa- 
tion of public afiairs. It was subsequently arranged 
tha^t the convention should assemble at Dungannon 
in the February of the ensuing year. 

A. D. 1782.— :The meeting of the delegates, dreaded 
as a dangerous measure by the best friemls of Ireland, 
and by none more than the virtuous and patriotic 
Lord Charlemont, who {nesided over the volunteers, 
took place at Uie time appointed. The greater part 
of the resolutions were prepared by l^rd Charle- 
mont, aided by Flood and Grattan, the two great 
orators of the Irish Commons ; by which prudential 
precaution much of the violence which might have 
been expected from such an assembly was prevented. 
Tlie delegates of one hundred and forty-three com- 
panies met^ and the niirober in these companies, 
and in those that subsequently acceded to their 
resolutions, was not less than one hundred thousand 
men, well armed* and possessing eighty-eight pieces 
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of aitiUeiy* The three most important resolutions 
of this truly formidable body were as follows : — 

'* Resolved, that a claim of any body of men, other 
than the king, lords, and commons of Ireland, to 
make laws to bind this kingdom, is unconstitutional, 
illegal, and a grievance* 

" Resolved, that the powers exercised by the privy 
council of both kingdoms, under, or under colour 
or pretence of the law of Poynings, are unconstito 
iionaU and a grievanceJ*^ 

** Resolved, that a mutiny bill, not limited in pomt 
of duration from ses«.on to session, is unconstitu- 
tional, and a grievanceJ*^ 

To g^ve these resolutions more effect, committees 
of correspondence were formed, and a national com- 
mittee appointed to regulate the entire system. - 

What would have been the consequences if the 
British ministry had persevered in their refusal to 
redress .these grievances is now fortunately matter 
of conjecture. The surrender of Lord Comwallis 
at Yorktown in Virginia lost America to Great 
Britain, but preserved Ireland. Lord North's imbe- 
cile administration was forced to resign, and a new 
ministry formed under the auspices of the ManjuiB 
of Rockingham and Mr. Fox; one of whose earliest 
measures was to bestow on Ireland her full share 
of the rights and blessings secured by the British 
constitution. The Duke of Portland was sent over 
as lord-lieutenant, in the room of the Earl of Gar- 
lisle; and in his first message to the Irish legislature 
he promised a full repeal of those grievances of 
which Ireland had so justly complained. The en- 
thusiasm produced, within and without the walls of 
parliament, is indescribable. A hundred thousand 
ppunds were unanimously voted for the service of 
the navy, and fifty thousand pounds presented to 
Grattan himself, as a testimony of national gratitude 
for the zeal and ability with which he had contended 
for the rights of his country. 
The great revolution of 1782 conferred on Ireland 
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a greater blessing than England had derived from that 
of 1688. The country was raised from its degraded 
provincial state, to take its rank among the Euro- 
pean nations ; its natural capabilities for commerce, 
-which had long been sacrificed to a cruel and unwise 
jealousy, began to be cultivated ; and these advan- 
tages were obtained without a drop of folood being 
shed in the contest. But Irish writers, in theii 
enthusiastic admiration of this glorious period, mo»^ 
mentarily forgot that Ireland remained still subject 
to all the evils of internal misgovemment — still 
under the control of the Cromwellian oligarchy — 
still disgraced by a penal code which denied a po- 
litical existence to three-fourths of the population. 
When these matters are taken into consideration, it 
may fairly be doubted that the new constitution was 
fraught with those extravagant advantages which 
have been ascribed to it by many historians. It 
changed but slightly the character of the evils to 
which the unfortunate country had been so long ex- 
posed ; in short, the revolution was incomplete, and 
the new constitution added to some of the most 
glaring defects of the old others peculiarly its own. 
Had the Rpckingham ministry continued in power 
-7-had the Irish patriots in parliament preserved their 
unanimity — or had the volunteers laid aside their 
Protestant prejudices, and identified themselves with 
the great body of the nation, results trufy glorious 
might have followed ; but the death of the Marquis 
of Rockingham, the disputes between Mr. Fox and 
the Earl of Shelburne, and finally, the defeat of the 
India bill, drove the whigs from power: the Irish 
patriots, divided, into small parties, assailed each 
other rather than the common enemy; and the vol- 
unteers, while they clamoured for freedom, were 
determined to rivet the chains which bound the ma- 
jority of their countrymen. The Irish oligarchy 
regarded these accidents and Uunders with no in- 
curious or uninteresting glance. Their leaders 

, X3 
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waited with patience until the momentaiy enthn- 
aiasm of the nation had been cooled by the idle bick- 
erings of the patriots and the absurd bigotry of the 
volunteers. They had not long to wait. The time 
which they had so wisely anticipated soon arrived; 
they resumed the reins of power; re-established 
their old system of cruelty and corruption; and 
subjected the unfortunate country to another course 
of oppression, misery* uid degradation. 
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Indipendencf. 

Th« first canse of dispute between the leaders of 
the Irish patriots Was with respect to securing the 
newly-acqtiired independence of their legislature. 
Mr. Flood, and a small but active party, asserted 
that the simple repeal of the declaratory acts assert- 
ing the supremacy of the British parliament was 
insufficient, because the claim of right was not ex- 
pressly conceded ; on the other hand, Mr. Grattan, 
with an overwhelming majority, contended that, 
tinder all the circumstances of the case, the simple 
repeal was a virtual renunciation of all British legis- 
lative and judicial authority over Ireland. The point 
«t issue was. practically, of little moment ; but the 
vigour and virulence with which it was contested 
raised it into importance. The sarcasms inter- 
changed between tne leaders were unequalled in the 
annals of vituperative eloquence. Flood described 
his opponent aa **the mendicant patriot who was 
bought by his country for money, and then sold that 
country for prompt payment." Grattan described 
Ms antagonist as '^ an ominous bird of prey with 
oBdav«roii8 aspect, sepulchral notes, and broken beak, 
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«H6ditating to pounce apon his quarry.^ He divided 
luB political life into three periods; and said that, 
^*ia the first, he was intemperate; in the second 
4?orrapt; in the last seditious:" and, after a bitter 
expc^^ure of the whole course of Flood^s public 
career, concluded thus : ** Such has been your con- 
duct, and at such conduct every order of your 
fellow-subjects have a right to exclaim. The nier- 
<;bant may say to you, the constitutionalist may say 
to you, the American may say to you, and I now 
«ay to you, and say to your beard, sir — ^you are not 
an honest man !^ 

The conduct of the English chief-justice soon 
proved that Flood was not adtogether wrong in look- 
ing on England with jealousy. Notwithstanding 
the repeal of the laiws that gave the English judica- 
ture supremacy over Ireland, Lord Mansfield re- 
ceived, and gave judgment on an appeal from the Irish 
court of King's Bench. Discontent began to spread 
rapidly; but, fortunately, the whigs were still in 
power; and in the month of January, 1783, they 
introduced a bill into the British parliament "for 
removing and preventing all doubts which may have 
arisen concerning the exclusive rights of the parlia- 
nient and courts of Ireland in matters of legislation 
and judicature." It was passed into a law with little 
opposition; and thus the independence of Ireland 
was fully established. But the forces by which the 
triumph had been obtained were broken, never again 
to be reunited. 

The defects in the constitution of the English 
House of Commons were so manifest at the close 
of the American war, that many English statesmen 
declared themselves reformers, and prepared plans 
for a more equal representation of the people. The 
greater number of these patriots, however, subse* 
quently changed sid^s, and bitterly persecuted those 
who advocated projects which they had themselves 
described as essential to the safety of th3 realm. 
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The original example was not lost on the Irisli vol- 
unteers, who knew that the English House of Com- 
mons, with all its defects, was a model of purity 
compared with that of Ireland. It was determined 
to assemble a couvention, similar to that which had 
formerly met at Dungannon; and delegates were 
elected by the volunteers in the different counties 
to meet in Dublin, and devise the best niode to 
remedy the defects in the representation* The 
delegates elected on this occasion were chosen from 
the most stanch and violent reformers in the coun- 
try ; and it will perhaps amaze some of my readers 
to learn, that among them were to be found the 
right honourable Robert Stewart, known to Europe 
under the name of Lord Castlereagh; Mr. Robert 
Day, who afterward became an Irish judge, and the 
guardian of an Irish borough during the minority of 
the proprietors; and Sir Richard Musgrave, who 
afterward wrote coUntless pamphlets to prove that 
patriotism was treason. But Ireland is not the only 
country in which recreant reformers have become 
the most fierce and unprincipled supporters of des- 
potic power. 

The plan of reform proposed by the convention 
of delegates was presented to the House of Com- 
mons in November, 1783^ by Mr. Flood, amid great 
public excitement, not unmingled with apprehension. 
It was opposed by Yelverton the attorney-general 
on the plausible ground that it emanated from a 
body of armed men, who attempted illegally to over- 
awe the legislature ; and was rejected by an over- 
whelming majority. The convention did not exhibit 
on this occasion the spirit which was hoped by its 
friends, and feared by its enemies. After passing a 
declaratory resolution, that " they would individually 
exert themselves in the cause of parliamentary re- 
form," and agreeing to a very tame address to the 
king in the name of the "volunteers of Ireland," it 
Iwas adjourned indefinitely. This lame and impoteiit 
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conclusion is explained by the fact that most of the 
i-eformers became soon after place-holders and re- 
ceivers of pensions. 

The dismissal of the coalition ministry and the 
accession to power of Mr. Pitt, the pledged advocate 
of reform, inspired Flood with hopes which were 
soon disappointed. Mr. Pitt went through the 
' naockery of proposing a measure of reform in Eng- 
land, but allowed himself to be defeated by his own 
creatures; and he soon after gave a full proof of his 
insincerity, by checking the projects of the reformers 
-writh a vigour not always restrained within the limits 
of constitutional law. The disappointment of the 
Irish people was great, and it was aggravated by the 
continuance of certain colnmercial restrictions which 
the English still imposed on the trade of Ireland. 
The latter grievance Mr. Pitt was anxious to re- 
move; and at his instigation Mr. Secretary Orde 
laid before the Ih^ parliament eleven propositions, 
^ as the basis of an equitable commercial treaty he- 
tweeh England and Ireland. These propositions 
were drawn up in a spirit of wisdom and liberahty 
that had no parallel in the annals of the Irish govern- 
ment. They were, however, opposed by some of 
the more violent patriots, but were finally adopted 
with the general consent and applause of the nation, 
f^ar different was their reception in England. Th^ 
blind and malignant system of commercial jealousy, 
which has be^n so often the bane of English com- 
merce, was aroused. Petitions against the bill were 
poared in from England and Scotland. Pitt, after a 
brief resistance, preferred on this as on other occa- 
sions the retention of power to the preservation of 
rectitude and consistency : he consented to such ad- 
ditions, mutilations, and changes, that the whole 
basis of the system was altered;' and the twenty 

E repositions finally adopted by the British parliament 
ore little or no resemblance to the eleven that had 
been transmitted from Ireland. The Irisli parlia»> 
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ment had, on the faith of the eleven propositknaB, 
granted to the minister additional taxes to the amount 
of 140,000 pounds ; and, mean and truckling as that 
body always was, it could no4 on the present occa- 
sion avoid manifesting^ some symptoms of indigna- 
tion f6r the mingled treachery and contumely with 
which it had been treated. When Mr. Orde intro- 
duced the bill founded on the English propositions, 
he encountered a storm of resistance which he had 
by no means anticipated. The utmost exertions of 
government could only commsmd a majority of nine- 
teen in a very full house ; and the minister, unable 
t6 depend on the continuance even of this support, 
gave up the bill. The defeat of the minister was 
celebrated by a general illumination. Resolutions 
against the use of English manufactures were adopted 
in several popular assemblies ; and numerous mobs 

garaded Dublin, avowing their determination ^ to 
urn every thing belonging to England except coals r 
The government of Ireland was at this time ad- 
ministered by the Duke of Rutland, a nobleman be- 
loved for his open, liberal, and convivial behaviour ; 
but whose sway deserves the severest reprobation, 
for the udblushing profligacy and licentiousness 
which then sprang up amid the higher ranks of life. 
The scenes of the. worst days of Charles II. and 
Louis XIV. were re-enacted, and even surpassed, in 
the Castle of Dublin. The pernicious consequences 
of the encouragement then given to vice and dissi- 
pation were long felt in Ireland. A demoralized 
gentry could not possess arbitrary power without 
abusing it ; and the oppression of the tenantry kept 
pace with the increasing profligacy of their land- 
lords. Several agrarian insurrections broke out in 
the south of Ireland ; the peasants were sworn to 
obey the commands of Captain Right, who, like the 
Captain Rock and Terry Alt of modern times, was 
merely an imaginary personage. The first efforts 
of the insurgents were directed against the system 
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of tithes — ^that great source of Irish misery and dis- 
content. The gentry did not interfere effectually 
ip^hile the attacks of the Right-boys were confined to 
the church ; but when they began to prepare a tariff 
for rents, the alarm of insurrection was raised, and a 
bill for the prevention of ille^l assemblies and com- 
binations brought into the House of Commons by 
the attorney-general Fitzgibbon, afterward Earl of 
Olare. 

The picture drawn by this gentleman of the dis- 
tress to which the Irish peasants are subjected by 
the rapacity of their landlords would be scarcely 
credible, if the existence of similar evil at the pres- 
ent hour did not furnish us with ocular demonstra- 
tion on the subject. He said, '* that the peasants, 
^ound to powder by enormous rents, could not pro- 
cure the ordinary necessaries of life; that some 
landlords had incited the tenantry to rob the clergy 
of their tithes, not to alleviate distress, but to add 
the difference to their own rack-rents ; and that the 
peasantry of Munster, bound to pay six pounds an 
acre in rent, and to work for their landlords at the 
rate of fivepence per day, could no longer exist in 
their present state of wretchedness.*' Nearly half a 
century has elapsed since this memorable speech 
was delivered ; and the abominable system which it 
80 powerfully exposed has been but slightly ame- 
liorated. Laws have since been passed in countless 
numbers to aid the landlord against the tenant ; but 
no law to protect the tenant from the avaridious des- 
potism of the landlord could ever meet the sanction 
of the Irish legislature ; for rulers have always found 
it more easy to coerce the aggrieved than to redress 
grievances. 

After the death of the Duke of Rutland, the Earl 
of Temple, created Marquis of Buckingham, was ap- 
pointed viceroy. His first act was a severe scrutiny 
into the management of the fiscal departments at the 
Castle ; and the amount of peculation which be diAv 
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covered was enormous. The frauds detected were 
so gross that nothing but the most inconceivable neg- 
ligence, or a secret participation in the spoils, can 
account for their having escaped the cognizance of 
former viceroys. The zeal of the marquis in de- 
tecting abuses, however, soon cooled. The British 
ministry was almost forced to govern Ireland by 
systematic corruption, after the independence of its 
legislature had been once established ; three-fourths 
of the members of parliament were the nominees of 
borou^-mongers ; and those who represented cities 
were elected by corporations far more corrupt thaa 
the worst trafficker in seats that ever existed. 

A. D. 1789.— Notwithstandiiig the enormous ex- 
penditure by which Pitt's ministry had purchased a 
preponderating influence in the Irish parliament, a 
case soon occurred which showed that the affection 
and support of his creatures were regulated more by 
the prospect of rewards than the retrospect of fa- 
vours. The mental derangement of George III. 
threatened to hurl the minister from his elevation ; 
for the Prince of Wales was personally and politi- 
cally connected with the whigs. To avert this dan- 
ger Pitt brought into the British parliament a bill, 
imposing so many restrictions on the regent that 
his exercise of royal power would have been a mere 
mockery^ In the British parhament the minister 
Bucc^ded ; but many of the Irish borough-proprie- 
tors, believing his majesty's recovery hopeless, re- 
solved to be foremost in their worship of the rising 
sun, and by a large majority voted to the Prince of 
Wales the regency of the kingdom, unfettered by 
any restrictions. Fortunately, before any hostile 
collision could arise from the repugnant decisions 
of the two parliaments, his majesty recovered ; and 
the Prince of Wales could only express his gratitude 
for the unbounded confidence tendered to him by the 
people of Ireland. From this moment the project of 
the Union seems to have been ever present to Mr 
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^Pftt^B mind* It needed but little political sagacitf 
to discover that a renewed repugnancy of decieion 
"belvreen two imperial legislatures must inevitably 
lead to a contest, and probably to a separation ; and 
it showed that all the agency of corruption could not 
secure a majority when hopes of greater advantages 
ipvere oifered. 

If any thing further was necessary to prove that 
^ tlie Irish parliament was a nuisanoe which ought 
to be abated/' it may be found in the facility with 
-wliich'.the ms^ority returned to their allegiance as 
soon as they heard of the king's recovervt and the 
minister's coi^equent stability. The Idarquis of 
Buckingham, disgusted at being made the unpopular 
iiistrument of profligate corruption, retired from Ire- 
land in June, and was succeeded by the Earl of West- 
moreland, whose administration was characterized 
by a system of bribery still more extensive. Peer- 
ages were notoriously soldj an4 the money thus in- 
famously raised wias as infamously expended in pur- 
chasing seats in the lower House for the minions of 
grovemment ; aind so public were these transactions 
that the official memuers, when charged with their 
delinquency, did not attempt to deny the chai^^e* 
In concluding his speech on the sale of peerages, fir. 
Grattan, in the name of the httle minority that op- 
posed the destructive and disgraceful system pur- 
sued by the Irish administration, used the following 
pointed afld powerful words: — '*We charge them 
publicly, in the face of the country, with making 
corrupt agreements for the sale of peerages; fox 
doing which we say that they are impeachable. 
We diarge them with corrupt agreements for the dis- 
posal of the money arising from the sale, to pur- 
chase for the servants of the Castle .seats in the 
assembly of the people; for doing which we say 
that they are impeachable. We charge them i^ita 
committing these oSences, not in one, nor in two, 
but in many instances; for which complication 
Vox- II.— Y 
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of offences we say that they are impeachal]le-*-giiStf" 
of a systematic endeavour to nndennme ttte ccmsti^ 
tution in violation of the laws of the laud. We 
pledge ourselves to convict them ; we dare them to 
go into an inquiry : we do not affect to treat theni^ 
as other than public malefactors ; we speak to thenv 
in a style of the most mortifying and humiliating de* 
fiance. We pronounce them to be public criminals. 
Will they dare to deny the charge ? I call upon and^ 
dare the ostensible member to rise in his place, and 
say, on his honour, that he does not lielieve such 
corrupt agreements have taken j^ace. I wait for a 
specific answer." Major Hpbart, the Irish secietaryy 
refused to give any reply, on the ground that an in- 
quiry into the motives for raising persons to the 
peerage was trenching on the roysd prerogative. 

It was not to be expected that such a system of 
government could be continued without provoking 
the opposition of all who had any regard Knr the in- 
terests of their country, or the maintenance of public 
virtue. Many persons^whose attention had been di- 
rected to politics by the stirring events of 1783^ dis- 
gusted with the profligacy of the administratioi and 
the subserviency of parliament, directed their atten- 
tion to the reform of the constitution, and formed 
themselves into different societies for the puipoae, 
which were all finally lost in the general association 
of United Irishmen. Coercion was therefore broc^t 
to the aid of corruption; arbitrary fines were im- 
posed on the editors of papers ; public meetings were 
forcibly dispersed, and those who presided at theia 
marked out for the vengeance of the goVernitient; 
and the facility with which the volunteers had been 
overthrown led the Irish oligarchy to suppose that 
their power w^s irresistible. But though the leaders 
of the patriotic clubs were Protestants, and many of 
them deeply tinged with the prejudices of their an- 
cestors, they avoided the fatal error of their p^rede- 
cessors, and advocated the constituticmal rights of 
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Catiiolic coimtiTmeii. The Catholic body it* 
self h&d undergone a great change. The number of 
Catholic fomilies that had emigrated at the revolu* 
tion^ and formed commercial establisnments in va^ 
Tious parts of Enrope^ was very great ; and when, 
almost at the same moment, the traule of Ireland was 
opened, and the property of Catholics secured by 
la^9 the members of that communion who engaged 
in commerce soon outstripped their Protestant rivals. 
Xlie Catholic aristocracy, fettered by the privileges 
and prejndices of their order, and in many instances 
as conspicnons for the oppression of their tenantry 
as any of the Protestant oligarchy, refused to be- 
come the head of the movement made by the general 
body.- The Catholics were therefore compelled to 
seek- leaders in the middle ranks of life, and they 
found men conspicuous for energy and talent ; but, 
as iras to be ezpeated, not very remarkable for pru- 
dence or moderation. 

At the moment when the delinquency of the Irish 
government was most flagrant— when a large body 
of tire Protestants eagerly sought for reform, and 
the entire Catiiohc body as zealously sought for 
emancipation — ^the French revolution burst forth, 
and convulsed all Europe to its centre. The con- 
duct of the Irish administration at this crisis was 
ffiownfully ludicrous. In 1793 the petition of the 
Roman Catholics for the extension of the elective 
franchise to their body, and the petition of the Prot- 
estants of. Belfast in their favour, were rejected with 
cireumstanoes of great contumely. During the par- 
liamentary recess, the diflferent grand juries were di- 
rectly encouraged by the government to adopt very 
strong resolution^ against further concessions to the 
Catholics. Having thus raised the hopes of the vio- 
lent Protestants, and provoked the just enmity of the 
Catholics, the.government, to the utter astonishment 
of both parties, early in the session of 1793 intro- 
duced a bill for extending the elective franchise to 
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the Catholics, which passed into a law by nearly tite 
same majority that only a few months before had 
voted against even taking the subject into consider- 
ation. Several popular and conciliatory measmes 
were at the same time adopted ; among others, leave 
was given io bring in a bill for amending the state 
of the popular representation ; and a bill for disqoal* 
ifying certain placemen was actually passed. TiM 
minority in return supported the minister in seTera) 
coercive measures ; such as, an act against the im- 
portation of arms and military stores, an act against 
eonventions, and an act for raising a militia. The 
plan of parliamentary reform, which had been pre* 
pared apparently with the implied sanction, or at 
least neutrality, of the ministry, was rejected in 1794 
by a. great majority; but there was, however, some 
reason to hope that measures of justice and concili- 
ation would yet be adopted, and the fatal calamities 
of civil war averted. 

A. D. 1795. — R seems evident that Mr. Pitt» at 
this period, was anxious to bestow on IreUmd those 
blessings of a good and impartial government with 
which the island had been almost wholly ^lunc- 
quainted for centuries ; and that his wise and benev- 
olent intentions were defeated bv the aiistf>cratic 
faction of which he was at once the master and tbe 
slave. On the 4th of January Earl FitzwiUiam ar* 
rived in Ireland as viceroy, and his presence was 
hailed with enthusiastic delight by all ; bat the base 
faction that had hitherto monopolized and abased 
the administration once more blighted the hopes of 
the nation. Bills for the complete emancipation of 
the Roman Catholics, and for the remedy of the 
flagrant abuses in the police establishment, were in- 
troduced with little opposition ; but before any fa^ 
ther steps could be taken, intelligence arrived that 
the recall of the popular lord-heutenant had been 
determined by the British cabinet. This fatal reso- 
lution was owing to the influ^ice of the Beresfcnda 
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irritated at the dismissal of one of their family from 
office. Fitzwilliam had too many examples in Irish 
liistory of the manner in which official underlings 
had contriTed to defeat the beneficent intentions of 
the chief governors, not to make a change of men 
accompany a change of measures ; but, unfortunately 
for the country, he relied for support on the honour 
and firmness of a minister who haa all along through 
public life sacrificed both to the caprices and preju- 
dices of the aristocracy. 

With the recall of Eari Fitzwilliam the civil his- 
tory of Ireland terminates. The administration of 
JSari Camden was in fact an open war between two 
parties equally hostile to the true interests of the 
nation. In the language of Mr. Grattan, " Two des- 
perate parties were in arms against the constitution. 
On the one side there was the camp of the rebel ; on 
the other the camp of the minister, a greater traitor 
than that rebel; and the treason of the minister 
against the people was infinitely worse than the rebel- 
lion of the people against the minister." 

The leaders of tl^ minority struggled in vain to 
check the measures of coercion adopted by govern- 
ment — measures that would have been pre-eminent 
for atrocity in the age of Nero, or ^t the worst period 
of the Turkish annals. They proposed, in their 
stead, measures of justice and conciliation, which 
were sternly rejected. Lord Moira, in the British 
House of Lords, and Mi*. Fox, in the British Com- 
mons, in vain besought the interposition of the su- 
preme power to check the excesses of the local 
government : Pitt yielded to the Beresfords, but was 
deaf to the. cries of a nation ; and the moments 
when yet conciliation would have preserved tranquil- 
lity were suffered to pass by. The opposition in the 
Irish parliament, finding that their warnings were 
unheeded, and that they were personally pointed out 
as objects of vengeance to the violent portion of the 
(action which h^ gathered round the government, 

Ya 
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determined to secede. Mr. Grattan, on the ni^ 
Mr. Ponsonby brought forward his last measure of 
conciliation, announced this determination on tbe 
part of himself and his colleagues in the following 
words : " We have offered you our measure ; you 
will reject it. We deprecate yours ; you will p^- 
severe. Having no hopes left to persuade or dis- 
su^e, and having discharged our dutyj we shall 
trouble you no more, and, after this day, shall not 
attend the House of Commons.^ 

The parliament was soon after dissolved. True 
to his declaration, Mr. Grattan declined to become 
a candidate for Dublin, and took leave of his con- 
stituents in an address which will last as long as the 
English people. The new pariiament was almost 
Wholly devoted to the faction of the ascendency, 
and of course essentially hostile to the nation. It 
soon precipitated a convulsion which covered its 
nemMrs with disgrace, and flooded the country 
with blood; and when the measure of its crimes 
was full, laid violent hands upon itself, and pun- 
ished its own enormities by a just act of judicial 
vuicide. 



CHAPTER XXL ' 

7%e Ituurreetion f^ 1798, 

** There wu mixed with the jrablle eanee, in thit itrogile, amTrifkm, 
Mdlthm, uid rioleiice. Bat no man will persnade mq, that it waa aot 
the eanae of liberty on the one aide, and of tyranny on the other."' 
ifiH CAAXAam, speaking of the Civil Wars in the reign of Charles I. 

Th« true history of the fierce struggle, usually, bat 
improperly, called the Irish rebellion, remains to be 
written. It would be impossible to give, in onr 
limited space, any thing more than the general features 
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tbe contest ; but at some future period we may 
probably be able to enter more fully into the truly 
important details. The efforts of the volunteers to 
obtain a reform in the Irish parliament were defeated, 
Ibecause that body lost the confidence of the great 
IxM^y of the nation, b^ showing an unwiUingness to 
concede their just rights to the Catholics. A few 
of the body, however, entertained more liberal opin- 
ions, and they eageriy sought to unite Irishmen of 
eveiy religious persuasion in the great object of 
securing good and impartial ffovemment for their 
country. The institution of ^e society of United 
Irishmen might have been the era from whence Ire- 
land would have dated the commencement of social 
iiappiness, had the government of that day been at 
all disposed to strengthen itself by securing the 
afifections of the people ; but having unfortunately 
entered into close alliance with the ancient oligarchy, 
it lost the power of doing good, even when it pos- 
sessed the inclination. The repeated disappoint- 
ments of the hopes which some of the patriots en- 
tertained of finally obtaining justice from parliament, 
induced many to regard revolution as the only means 
by which reform could be effected. Simultaneous 
-with the efforts of the United irishmen to obtain re- 
form were those of the*Catholics to obtain emancipa- 
tion. The reformers were chiefly dissenters, the des- 
cendants of the Scottish Presbyterians who had settled 
in Ulster during the reigns of lames I., Charles I,, 
and Cromwell. The Catholic leaders were princi- 
pally natives of Leinster and Munster. As the ob- 
jects of both were neariy similar, it was obviously 
their interest toimite; and a junction between the 
reforming dissenters and the Catholic committee 
was effected, chiefly by the agency of Theobald 
Wolfe Tone. From the very beginning, however, 
there was a marked and radical difference between 
these two parties. The dissenters, inheriting the 
spirit and tenets of their ancestors the Covenanters, 
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were mostly republicans from principle. The great 
body of the Catholics only became so throagh per- 
secution and oppression. In the melancholy sumals 
of the period, we find the Catholic body slowly and 
reluctantly yielding to the persuasions of the enthu- 
siastic northerns; and, with manifest regret, relin- 
quishing the attachment to monarchy, inculcated by 
the feudal principles of their religion. While the 
leaders of the Catholics and the dissenters were 
kept apart by these feelings, a still greater barrier 
^was raised between the lower ranks of the respective 
communions, by an illegal and iniquitous system of 
persecution, connived at, if not directly encauraged, 
by the government. Fighting between factions com- 
posed of Protestants and Catholics had become a 
frequent practice in the pounty of Armagh ; and had, 
of course, preserved alive the bitterest religious ani- 
mosity between the parties. After the concession of 
the elective franchise to the Catholics, the hate of 
the lower order of Protestants was exasperated by 
self-interest. Previously to that event, the vote o? 
the Protestant freeholder made him a mpre eligible 
tenant to an electioneering landlord ; but now when 
the Catholic was permitted to compete with him on 
equal terms, he found the landlord inclined to take 
advantage of the open market, by raising his rents. 
In 1795, a Protestant banditti, calling themselves 
Peev-of^day-boys^ served notice on most of the 
Catholics in the county of Armagh, to quit thefr 
farms before a certain day, threatening destruction 
of property, and even loss of life, in case of disobe- 
dience. To oppose this 'association, the Catholics 
formed that of the Defenders, which soon spread 
widely over the country, and soon proceeded from 
defence to aggression. Towards the close of that 
year, the Feep-of ^day-boys formed themselves into 
an Orange Association, which was soon joined by a 
number of respectable and influential individuals. 
The professed object of the new institution was to 
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malntaiii Protestant ascendency, and the princii^es 
established at the Revolution. It is but justice to 
add, that the respectable portion of the Orange 
society ivas decidedly opposed to the* plundering 
system established by their Tulgar associates ; but 
they could not control their excesses, and had sub- 
sequently to deplore that they were themselves hur- 
ried to the commission of acts of violence and 
cruelty, by having joined a society whose foundation 
-veas eternal hostility to the greater portion of their 
fellow-countrymen. The Peep-of-dayhoyt were not 
checked before they had driven from Armagh several 
hundred Catholic families. The^, seeking refuge 
in various parts of the country, spread through the 
Catholic body a report, to which appearances gave 
some sanction, that the extermination of the Catho* 
lies was \he real object of the new Orange Associa- 
tion* 

The almost incessant warfare between landlords 
and tenants in the south and west of Ireland oc- 
casioned by oppression on the one hand, and intoler- 
able misery on the other, served to swell the ranks 
of the Defenders ; but, at the 6ame iime, the excesses 
committed in these agrarian insurrections disgusted, 
and in some degree alienated, the northern Protest- 
ants ; so that the union of Catholics and dissenters 
yN9B exposed to dissolution, from the very first mo- 
ments of its formation. The imperfect concessions 
of 1793 produced a dangerous distraction in the 
councils of the United Irishmen. The dissenters 
thought that they saw in the Catholics a great 
lukewarmness to the general cause of liberty, and 
began to withdraw themselves from persons who 
thus would rest content with partial justice. At 
this crisis, the Reverend William Jackson, an emis- 
sary from France, arrived in Ireland, being sent by 
the French government to sound the dispositions of 
the Irish people* The inconceivable foIiy and rash- 
ness of this man's proceedings gave rise to a sua* 
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pieiontliat he was secretly the spyof theBritisk 
ffovenuDent ; and his suicide alone clears his memory 
from the fold imputation. It is not so easy to re- 
move the stain which this transaction afilxesto tiie 
British ministry at the period. From the very be- 
ffinningy all Jackson^s yiews'and intentions were 
known to the government. Before he came to lie- 
land, the object of his journey had been betrayed. 
He was allowed to proceed, not to detect, but to 
form a conspiracy, and to secure a sufficient supply 
of victims. This atrocious instance of designing 
cruelty failed to produce the desired effect. The 
imprudence of Ja^son was so manifest, that only 
two or three enthoBiasts committed themselves, and 
these contrived to make their escape. Jackson^s 
public trial produced an unexpected consequence; 
it revealed to the Irish the fact that France was 
willing to become their ally, and gave fresh co^- 
dence to the Union from the hopes of foreign aid. 
The recall of Earl Fitzwilliam, followed by the adop- 
tion of measures which were tantamount to a decla- 
ration of war by the government against the people, 
drove an immense number into the ranks of the 
United Irishmen. The new converts were men of 
virtue and ability; they had sought constitutional 
reform by constitutional means, while that object 
seemed attainable ; and even now, while preparing a 
revolution, they yearned for a reconciliation with the 
parliament, and held back from striking any decisive 
blow, trusting that the necessity of shedding blood 
might yet be averted. Among them were to be 
found Lord Edward Fitzgerald, Arthur O'Connor, 
Emmet, M'Nevin^-men whose characters may chal- 
lenge comparison with those of the purest patriots 
recorded in history. They reorganized the society 
of United Irishmen; and, in^ the north, where the 
system of organization was complete, one hundred 
thousand men were ready to. start up at the com* 
mand of their leaders. The negotiation opened with 
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fhe French Directory was carried on with equal 
^rit and prudence. While every security for the 
repayment of the expenses incurred in the expedi- 
tion was offered, measures were taken to preserve 
the independence of Ireland, and to save it from be- 
coming a mere province of France. Lord Edward 
Fitzgerald, especially, made it an express condition 
that France should send but a small military force, 
and that her aid should be chiefly limited to a supply 
of arms. 

The administration of the Earl of Camden has 
exposed that nobleman to much unmerited obloquy. 
He was, in fact, a mere cipher in the state. The 
faction of the ascendency, strong in their monopoly 
of every- ofl&cial situation, and having almost exclu- 
sive .possession of the magistracy and the military, 
exulting also in their late triumph over Earl Fitz- 
wiUiam, laid aside all pretensions to moderation, 
and treated the country with arbitrary severity, which 
the Turks, in their wildest freaks of tyranny, could 
not have exceeded. The system of endeavouring 
to extort confession by torture — the turning out a 
licentious and unregulated soldiery at free quarters 
on a disturbed district — ^imprisonment for mere ca- 
price, and transportation without trial — were magis- 
terial acts, not merely pe^itted^ but applauded. 
Lord Carhampton was among the most conspicuous 
of these active magistrates. He formed an inquisi- 
torial tribunal in several of the western counties ; 
and having, in the absence of the accused, examined 
the charges against the persons confined on suspicion, 
^ sent on board a tender those who were likely, in 
the phraseology of the day, " to elude justice," that 
istagrainst whom there was not so much evidence as 
WQuld satisfy even an Irish jury. The grand-juries 
and Orange corporations warmly thanked the Earl 
of Carhampton for what they were pleased to term 
** his wholesome severity;*' and the Irish parliament 
shielded him from the legal consequences of this 
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open violation of the eonstttutioii, by paninsr an mm 
of indemnity. This was followed by an insurrectloflq 
act of more than ordinary severity. It was oppoaeij 
byLoid Edward Fitzgerald, who had not yet lo^' 
an hope of saving his country from a furious coa*^ 
vulsion* He said» that *' nothing would tranquUiiav 
the country but the sincere endeavour of the gor* 
emment to redress the grievances of the people. 
If that was done, the people would return to toeir 
allegiance ; if not, he feared that neither resolutions 
nor trills would be of any avail." His warnings 
were spoken in vain ; the insurrection and indemni^ 
bills were carried without a division* 

A. D. 1796.— Hopeless of parliamentary relief, the 
United Irishmen overcame their repugnance to for- 
eign aid, resolving to solicit assistance from France; 
and Tone was invited to go from America for the 
purpose. In the course of the summer. Lord Ed- 
ward Fitzgerald and Mr. Arthur O'Connor were 
sent over to negotiate the terms of a treaty between 
the Irish and French republics ; but, on account of 
Lord Edward's connexion with the Orleans family, 
it was deemed imprudent to receive him in Prance, 
and the management of the treaty was confided to 
Mr. O'Connor. The expedition prepistred by the 
French government^ on this occasion, was of the 
most formidable description. It consisted of 15,000 
picked soldiers, under the command of Hoche, one 
of the best and bravest of the revolutionary generals. 
The marine force was not composed of equally 
yalnable materials. Delays of various kinds were 
interposed, which prevented the fleet from sailing as 
early as had been intended ; and information is said 
to have been sent to the Irish leaders, that the expe- 
dition would not set out before the ensuing spring. 
The armament at length sailed on the 15tn of De- 
cember. No British fleet appeared to oppose the 
progress of the enemy. There were no K>rce8 in 
^e south of Ireland that could offer a moment'f 
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BMistanee. But the winds and the waves protected 
lifeitam; the fleet was dispersed over the ocean } and 
^Sie small part that arrived in Bantry Bay was de» 
layed by the indecision of Grouchy, until a tremen- 
dous gaLot right off-shore, arose, and rendered a 
iBnding impracticable. A remnant of the shattered 
fleet returned home ; and Ireland was rescued from 
inevitable conquest by chance and the elements. 

Xfae defeat of this armament afforded a very fa* 
▼ourable opportunity for securing the tranqniHity of 
Ireland, by effecting a reconciliation between the 
govemipent and the people. The minister must 
have seen how ill-grounded was his confidence m 
the boasted protection of a British fleet, when the 
coast of Ireland had been left for a fortnight at the 
mercy of a hostile navy, and only owed its safety to 
occurrences that baffle human calculation. On the 
other hand, the Union began justly to suspect the 
ambition of the French, when, instead of an auxiliary 
force, to assist in establishing freedom, they found 
an armament sent sufficient for the conquest of the 
country.* Impressed with these feelings, the leaders 
of the . United Irishmen induced Mr. Ponsonbv to 
bring forward that plan of tranquillization, whose 
rejection wast sis we have seen, followed by the 
secession of the opposition. The government had 
now virtually declared war against its subjects. By 
raising the war-cry of Protestant ascendency, it had 
enga^d on its side the prejudiced part of the Prot- 
estant population ; and, by promising adherence to 
the ancient system of misrule, it gained the support 
of those whom that system had raised from insig« 
nificance to wealth and power. In the train of the 
insurrection act followed the suspension of the Ha- 
beas Corpus, the prockimation of martial law, and 
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the infliction of horrible torture by military i3» 
bunals, on all ^ who were suspected of being bus* 
picious*'' 

The excessive caution of the leaders of the LeiiH 
ster United Lnshmen saved the government from 
inevitable ruin in the beginning of 1797. The men 
of Ulster, now amounting to one hundred thousand 
meji, were eager to commence operations. A na- 
nerous body of soldiers in the garrison of Dublin 
offered to put the conspirators in possession of the 
metropolis; and the counties of Leinster were ready 
to pour in reinforcements from all sides. The neg- 
lect of such an opportunity is perfectly inexplicable. 
The possession of the capital would enable the lead- 
ers of the conspiracy to make themselves masters of 
the entire kingdom in a week, or, at the worst, have 
placed them in a position for maintaining a powerful 
struggle until assistance could reach them from 
France. Despair of effecting their objects without 
foreign aid is said to have caused this fatal error, 
which completely destroyed the unity and the 
strength of the part3r. The northerns, disgusted by 
the timidity of their associates in Leinster, and 
wearied by the delays of France, began to return to 
their allegiance i and the increasing coolness, in some 
cases nearly amounting to hostility, between the 
Presbyterian and Catholic members of the Union, 
Anally ruined the cause of the republicans in Ulster. 

Ireland was, during the course of this year (179*3), 
a second time saved to the British empire by the 
winds and the waves. A powerful armament had 
been prepared in the Texel y but it was delayed by 
the weakness of the French minister of marine, and 
afterward by adverse winds, during the favourable 

geriod that England remained deprived of her fleet 
y the mutiny at the Nore. The arrival of Admiral 
Duncan, with a superior force, and the inexplicable 
folly of the Dutch in hazarding an engagement, 
freed England from danger. The victory at Gam* 
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perdown, one of the most brilliadat in the naval annals 
of Great Britain, effectually prevented the French 
Directory from executing the promises which they 
had made to the agents of the United Irishmen. 

It became now the deliberate pohcy of the Irish 
government-^:- a policy unblushingly acknowledged 
and defended by the Irish ministers — ^to goad the 
people by torture into a premature insurrection^before 
the organization of the conspiracy would have been 
so complete as to be irresistible. Martial law was 
proclaimed in several counties ; a savage soldiery, 
and a still more savage yeomanry, were encouraged 
to emulate each other in acts of cruelty ; the tortures 
of whipping, picketing, half-hanging, and the pitch- 
cap were put in active operation; the huts of the 
peasantry were burned, their sons tortured or slain, 
their daughters subjected to all the outrages of brutal 
passion. Disgusted at witnessing such barbarity, 
the laqtiented Abercromby, then in command of the 
army, published a proclamation, in which .he de- 
scribedfthe Irish soldiery to be so demoralized by 
licentiousness, as *'to be formidable to everybody 
but the enemy." Finding that no attention was paid 
to his remonstrances, and that government had re- 
solved to let loose this demoralized army on the 
People, he resigned the command, and was succeeded 
oy General Lake, who was not troubled by such 
impolitic scruples. The atrocities committed by the 
army and yeomanry in the counties of Kildare, Car- 
low, and Wexford are almost beyond beUef ; they 
liad the effect of provoking a fearful retaliation. 
When the peasantnr at length had recourse to arms, 
they showed that they had not been inapt scholars 
in the lessons of cruelty taught them by the govern- 
ment. 

An almost open conspiracy had now existed for 
nearly two years ; and, notwithstanding all the exer- 
tions of the administration, no - discovery of the 
leaders or their plans had yet been made, though 
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immense rewards were offered for information. 
Chance, however, again favoured the minister. One 
Reynolds, who had been an active member of the 
Umon, being distressed for want of money, sold the 
secret to the govenunent, and ensured for himself 
pardon and reward. In consequence of his informa- 
tion most of the leaders were arrested at Oliver 
Bond's on the 13th of March; Lord Edward Fitz- 
gerald, who happened to be absent, eluded pursuit 
until the 19th of May, when, aflter a desperate re* 
sistance in which he was mortally wounded, he was 
made a prisoner^ The Shearses and others, who had 
been chosen to fill the places of those arrested at 
Bond's, were betrayed to government bv a militia 
captain named Armstrong, to whom they had rashly 
intrusted all their secrets ; and thus the insurrection 
seemed crushed in the bud by the loss of all its 
leaders. But the excitement of a people deliberately 
tortured into rebellion could not be even thus sup- 
pressed. From the papers seized in the houses of 
the conspirators, it became known to government 
that the night of the 23d of May was fixed upon for 
the commencement of the revolt; and the alarming 
intelligence was officially communicated to the lord- 
mayor of Dublin and both houses of paiiiament. 
A spirited address was voted in reply by the Com- 
mons, which was presented to the lord-lieutenant by 
all the members, who went in solemn'procession to 
the Castle, with the speaker at their head. 

No language can convey even a remote idea of the 
situation of Dublin at this lamentable crisis. Every 
man looked with suspicion on his ndghbour, dread- 
ing death from the diss^ected, and tortures worse 
than death from the faction that had usurped the 
authority of government. Curran's speech, in the 
case of '* Heevey versus Sirr," has made known to 
the world a few of the outrages perpetrated by those 
who called themselves exclusively *' loyal;" but the 
horrors of whipping, half-hanging, and pitcE-cape, in 
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BereBford's riding-house, have not obtained equal 
publicity. The infernal system of endeavouring to 
obtain information by torture, practised at this time 
in every part of Ireland, was nowhere more zeal- 
ously acted upon than in the capital. Private re- 
venge frequently urged secret informations against 
the innocent, and accusation was in every instance 
followed by punishment without the shadow of pre- 
vious inquiry. As the French had introduced the 
fashion of wearing short hair, the adoption of this 
mode was deemed presumptive evidence of repub* 
licanism ; and ^ croppy^ became the name for all who 
were, or were supposed to be, disaffected to the gov- 
ernment. Many persons who had innocently adopted 
the fashion were subjected to the pain and degrada- 
tion of a military flogging ; worse tortures were re- 
served for those who at the elections had been con- 
spicuous in supporting the opponents of govern- 
ment, or. had made themselves notorious by their 
advocacy of liberal principles. Nor were these hor- 
rid exhibitions confined to Dublin. Similar atroci- 
ties were displayed in almost every town of Ireland ; 
for the whole country was now under ** martial law," 
that is, under the control of an infuriate yeomanry 
and demoralized soldiery. 

On the 23d of May the insurrection broke out in 
the eounties of Kildare and Carlow. The peasants 
had no arms but clumsy pikes, and a few guns in bad 
onler; they were of course easily defeated. At 
Naas and Kilcullen the royalists were victorious 
with little loss, but the insurgents suffered very se- 
verely. All the prisoners tal^n by the soldiers were 
hanged without ceremony, and there is reason to 
believe that many shared their fate who had not at 
all participated in their enterprise. The only part 
of Kildare in which the insurgents obtained success 
was Prosperous, where a detachment of the North 
Ck)rk militia, headed by Captain Swayne, was sur- 
prised and cut to pieces. The captain is said to 
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have been more than ordinarily severe in the inffi<v 
tion of military executions, and to have fallen by tiie 
hand of a man whose house he had burned. When 
the news of these events reached Dublin, the lord- 
lieutenant issued a proclamation, giving notice thai 
his ** majesty's general ofSlcers had orders to punish 
according to martial law, by death or otherwise, as 
their judgment should approve, all persons acting or 
in any manner assisting in the rebellion.*' It is a 
lamentable proof of the hardness of heart and viru- 
lent spirit of revenge produced by civil dissensions, 
to find, when this proclamation was communicate 
by message to the House of Commons, that Colonel 
Barry (the present Lord Famham) actually proposed 
to give martial law a retrospective effect, and sub- 
ject to its operations the state-prisoners in Dublin. 
Even Lord Castlereagh reprobated such a proposal, 
and, in pathetic terms, besought his violent supporieifs 
not to reduce the nation to despair. 

Such moderation was not imitated b^ others. An 
ill-concerted and disorderly attack havmg been made 
in Carlow, the insurgents were routed with great 
slaughter, while not a man on the side of the royal- 
ists was even wounded. The slaughter of four hun- 
dred assailants was not, however, sufficient to satisfy 
the loyal desire of vengeance ; more than two hun- 
dred captives were executed by martial law. There 
was one victim among these unhappy men too con- 
spicuous to be passed over even in this scanty page. 
Sir Bdward Crosbie, a gentleman highly esteemed 
bv^all his acquaintances for his intellectual accom- 
plishments and moral worth, had unfortunately given 
offence to the ruling party^ by expressing sympathy 
for the oppressions of the peasantry, and an anxie^ 
for reform in parliament. Beuig surrounded by the 
insurgents, and made a prisoner previous to the attack 
on Carlow, he was unable to give the garrison notice 
of the approach of their assailants. For this imfk^ 
prision he was brought to triaL Catholic prisoners 
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flogged to obtain evidence against him, and 
"were {>romised their lives on the simple condition 
of l>earing witness against him. Protestant loyal- 
ists were prevented by military force from appearing 
in liis favonr ; and even after all these exertions, so 
conscious were the members of the court>martial 
til at the evidence would not warrant his condem- 
iia.tion, that they destroyed the minutes of their 
proceedings. 

The insurgents of Kildare, having suffered several 
defeats, soon began to despair, and willingly accepted 
tlie offers of pardon made to them by General Dun- 
das, with the concurrence of the lord-lieutenant. 
Several bodies of the peasantry surrendered their 
arms, received protections, and returned quietly to 
their homes. A large body that had assembled for 
tbe purpose was, however, unexpectedly attacked by 
^ a body of military under the command of Sir James 
''I>uffe. Wholly unprepared for such an event, the 
unresisting multitude fled in consternation, and were 
pursued with merciless slaughter. The chief agents 
in this massacre were a company of fencible cavalry, 
denominated Lord Jocelyn's fox-hunters. Their 
career of carnage was, however, checked by pe- 
remptory orders from General Dundas, who sent an 
express to forbid any attack on the people, as soon 
as he learned the direction of Sir James Duffe's 
march. 

The cruelties committed by the North Cork mili- 
tia, by the yeomanry, and a portion of the magis- 
tracy in the county of Wexford, provoked an insur- 
rection there more fierce and calamitous than in any 
other part of Ireland. The tortures inflicted by the 
military tribunads were surpassed by those which in- 
dividuals were permitted to use at their own discre- 
tion. A sergeant, nicknamed Tom the Devil, from 
his ingenuity in devising torments, used to put on 
the pitched cap with melting pitch, which, trickling 
into the eyes of the victims, added blindness to their 
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other pains. Another invention was, to cut the h^r 
in the form of a cross close to the roots, and layinir 
a train of gunpowder in the furrow set it on fire, and 
repeat the process until human endurance could bear 
no more. A tall officer in the same regiment ac- 
quired the name of The Walking Gallows, from con- 
senting to become on several occasions a substitete 
for a gibbet, when it was deemed necessary in an in- 
convenient place to inflict the punishment of half- 
hanging, or even death. The deliberate murder of 
twenty-eight prisoners in the town of Camew by 
the yeomanry in the presence of their officers ; the 
burmng of houses and Roman Catholic chapels, su- 
peradded to the tortures and whippings, drove the 
peasantry to arms. They were headed by two 
, pnests who sympathized in the suflerings of the 
people, and were, besides, irritated at the destruction 
of their own houses. The insurgents were divided 
mto two disorderly bodies, which did not act in con- 
cert. One was easily defeated by the yeomen of 
Camew ; the other was more fortunate, and not only 
defeated, but cut to pieces a detachment of the North 
Cork at Oulart Hill. The victorious insurgents next 
attacked Enniscorthy, which was defended with 
great obstinacy and gallantry ; but the town havinir 
taken fire, the royahsts were obliged to retreat to 
Wexford. 

The attack of the insurgents on Wexford must 
have faUed if the garrison had made any attempt at re- 
sistance ; but cruelty is usually accompanied by cow- 
araice ; and the soldiers, whose excesses had driven 
thecountry to arms, fled from the town the moment 
that an assault was threatened. They left behind 
them many loyalists whose zeal had led them to 
•vS f^^P^^^^*"^ outrages, and who were now 
exposed to the vengeance of a peasantry maddened 
by oppression and intoxicated with success. Dread- 
S! JT®'*^ *^^ scenes enacted in Wexford while the 
town remained at the mercy of the infuriate mob ; 
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VBiiAyers of loydists were cruelly piked on the 
Ibridge ; and it was only by the most unceasing ex- 
ertions of the leaders tnat a general massacre of the 
Protestants was averted. 

N«wtownbarry was the next object of attack, and, 
as at Wexford, the military under the' command of 
CJolonel L'Estrange retreated without attempting 
resistance. The remonstrances of Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Westenra induced the commander to change his 
inglorious determination ; the soldiers returned to the 
town, and, unexpectedly assailing the unruly rabble 
by which it was occufaed, routed them with great 
slaughter. The defeat of a large detachment under 
the command of Gleneral Walpole threw a moment- 
ary gleam over the cause of the insurgents ; but this 
was more than compensated by their total defeat at. 
Ross after a long and desperate engagement, during 
the greater part of which victory seemed to be in 
their hands.* 

Cowards perpetrated the greatest enormities on 
both sides. The massacres in Wexford were the 
work of those who had not courage to share in the 
perils of the campaign ; and on this occasion, a fright- 
ful crime was committed by some runaways from the 
battle of Ross. A number of loyalists, some of 
whom were Catholics, had been seized by the in- 
surgents, as hostages for tl>e safety of any of their 
friends that might be made prisoners, and were con- 
fined in the house and barn of Mr. King, at Scuila- 
bogue. Some of the fugitives from Ross determined 
on the massacre of all these unfortunate beings; 
plieading in their excuse the examples set them by 
the yeomanry at Carnew and Dunlavin. The prison- 
ers m the house were shot ; the barn where the rest 
were confined was set on fire ; and all within burned 
to ashes. 

* During the attack on- Rmb, one of the insorgenta advanced to the 
Twy month of a cannon, and, thnuUne his hat and wig into it, exclaimed, 
" Come on, boys, she's stopped !" at the same pstant the gunner applied 
the match, and the wretch was blown to atoms. 
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The defeat at Ross was followed by an equally 
seyere repulse at Arklow. The royalists ow^ this 
victory principally to the skill and valour of Colonel 
Skerrett, of the Durham Fencibles, but for whom the 
town would have been deserted as scandalously as 
Wexford, and Dublin itself consequently exposed to 
the most imminent danger. The Wexford insur- 
gents, by this defeat, lost their last chance of success* 
and were forced to wait inactively until government 
had collected its strength for their destruction. 

Ulster had been, as we have already stated, the 

Carent of the Irish conspiracy ; but the disagreement 
etween the leaders of the .United Irishmen, the 
flight of some chiefs, and the arrest ofbthers, had so 
disconcerted the plans of the Union, that the greater 
part of the province continued tranquil. When the 
news of the insurrection in Wexford, however, 
reached the north, a considerable number assembljed 
in the neighbourhood of Antrim, and by a furious 
attack nearly made themselves masters of the 
town. Not discouraged by their defeat, they pre- 
pared to form an encampment; but learning that 
their efforts would not be seconded by the other 
counties, and that the war in Wexford was assuming 
a religious character, the malecontents, who were 
mostly Protestants, threw away or surrendered their 
jirms, and returned quietly to their own homes. In- 
spired by similar sentiments, a number of insurgents 
in the county of Down took up arms, and made 
several spirited attacks on the royal forces. They 
were attacked at Ballynahinch by General Nugent; 
and after a desperate engagement, in which the suc- 
cess obtained by valour was lost by want of disci- 
pline, were finally defeated and irretrievably broken. 
Thus terminated the insurrection in Ulster; and the 
government was now able to direct adl its £6roe9 
against the county of Wexford. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

SuppnnUm if tte Ituurnet i oH r —Ita Cmuequtnut* 

Aftkb their defeats at Arklow and Ross, the id' 
Siirgenta of Wexford were rednced to maintain a de- 
fensive warfare, their last hope being to protract the 
contest until succours could arrive from France. 
Their principal encampment was on Vinegar HilU 
a lofty and irregular eminence near the town of En« 
niscorthy* Here, after the example of the royalists^ 
they established a revolutionary tribunal, that emu- 
lated the cruelties and iniquities of the courts-mar- 
tial. Some of the victims were persons who had 
rendered themselves obnoxious by aiding in the wan- 
ton infliction of torture, but others owed their fate 
to secret treachery and malignant insinuation. After 
the country had remained for more than three weeks 
at the mercy of the undisciplined half-armed rabble 
that constituted the insurgent forces, a royal army 
of thirteen thousand men, with a formidable train 
of artillery, advanced against Vinegar Hill, in four 
divisions. The struggle was of course brief; the 
insurgents fled after a faint attempt at resistance, 
making their escape along the line of road destined 
to be occupied by General Needham's division, which 
from so6ie unexplained circumstance, they found 
vacant. On the approach of the royal army to Vine- 
gar Hill, the greater part of the insurgent garrison 
was withdrawn from Wexford. The inhabitants 
believed this a favouraUe opportunity of saving the 
town from the violence both of the insurgents and 
the soldiery; waited on Lord Kingsborough, who 
had been made a prisoner in the l^ginning of the 
contest, offering to surrender the town, and to pro- 
cure the sobmission of the armed peasantry in th# 
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neighbourhood, if security both of person and 
property was granted to all but murderers. Lord 
'Kingsborpu^h, having accepted of these conditions, 
was placed m command of the town. He immedi- 
ately wrote an account of the circumstance, and a 
deputation of the townspeople went to procure a 
ratification of the agreement. To his lordship's 
letter Lake, determined to give his soldiers an oppor- 
tunity of taking revenge for their former disgrau^fol 
abandonment of Wexford, returned no answer. To 
the deputation from the town, he gave tbe foUowing 
reply : — 

^ Lieutenant-general Lake cannot attend to any 
terms by rebels in arms against their sovereign. 
While they continue so, he must use the force in- 
trusted to him with the utmost energy for their de- 
struction. To the deluded multitude he promises 
pardon, on their delivering into his hands their lead- 
ers, surrendering their arms, and returning to their 
allegiance." 

On the faith of Lord KingsborougVs conTe&tion, 
the town of Wexford had already been restored to 
tranquill ity. The army of the insurgents had retired 
to their camp in the neighbourhood, and was pre- 

Earing to disperse ; the leaders who had acted with 
umanity returned to their homes; while tbe perpe- 
trators of mu;der and massacre sought safety in 
flight. In the mean time the army of the sangia* 
nary Lake was advancing upon Wexford, which 
seemed devoted to destruction more certain than that 
of Nineveh. Luckily Sir John Moore, whose ho* 
manity equalled his bravery, lay nearer to the town 
than Lake, and haying heard of the convention, ad- 
vanced to Wexford. The town was quickly garri- 
soned by a few yeomen ; and Moore, eager to restrain 
the violence of his soldiers, encamped in the vicinity* 
Every pretext was thus removed for subjecting the 
town to the horrors ^f military execution; but the 
leaders, who deemed themselves si^e by the oonv«ii^ 
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tloiiy were seized after being: subjected to indignities 
sbocking to humanity. The country, howeyer, was 
abandoned to the tender mercies of Lake's soldiery, 
and suffered every calamity that lust, rapine, and a 
T^ifiian thirst forblood could inflict. It is impossible to 
give even an imperfect idea of such horrors ; they are 
unparalleled in the annals of human crime. Courts- 
martial were then he]d for the trial of the insurgent 
leaders. They had trusted to the convention. They 
deemed that the lives they had saved from the fury 
of the mob would plead in their behalf. Many of them 
tioxM prove that their participation in the revolt was 
produced bf compulsion ; but such excuses could h» 
of little avail when innocence itself afforded no pro- 
tection. With pain we must add that Lord Kings- 
borough acted as a member of the courts-martial 
by whom these men were tried; and that the Irish 
parliament sanctioned the iniquity, by passing Acts 
of attainder and forfeiture against them after their 
death. 

The insui^nts, driven to despair by the news of 
the breach of the convention, hopeless of success, 
and yet afraid to lay down their arms, proceeded to 
maintain a desultory war, hunring from county to 
eoanty through the centre of Ireland, and baffling 
the royal army by the celerity of their movements. 
In this strange warfare, more injury was indicted on 
the country in a few days, than it had suffered during 
the weeks when the insurgents were triumphant. 
Between these despairing wretches and the brutal 
tBoldiery, Ireland must soon have been a desert, but 
for the lenient policy adopted by the Marquis of 
ComwalMs, the new viceroy. He published a proc- 
lamation, authorizing the royal generals to grant 
protections to all who would return to their allegiance, 
except those guilty of murder ; and thus the most 
desperate Ie^&rs obtained pardon, which had been 
refused to th >se comparatively innocent. Generals 
Himter, Grose, Gascoyne, and Needham, who were 
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stationed in the county of Wexford, exerted thesis 
selves to the utmost to give full effect to the beaeYO> 
lent intentions of the viceroy ; and though they could 
not wholly restrain the excesses of the savage bands 
of yeomanry and militia, they acquired the confidence 
of the peasantry, and earned the blessing]^ of a grate* 
ful population. Such an effect had this judScioos 
mercy in reconciling the peasantry to the govem* 
ment, that when the news dt a French invasion 
arrived, they offered their services to General Hun- 
ter, in an address of equal simpUcity and energy, 
which is preserved in Hay's History of the Wexford 
Insurrection. 

Though the insurrection was confined to Wex- 
ford, the " reign of terror" established under Lord 
Camden's administration, extended over the entire 
south and east. Two instances may serve to illus- 
trate the temper and wisdom of those to whom it 
had pleased the rulers of Ireland to intrust the des- 
tinies of the country. Thomas Judkin Fitzgerald, 
high-sheriff of Tipperary, flogged severely a gentle- 
man named Wright, for having in his possession a 
complimentary note, written in the French language, 
of which the worthy functionary was unfortunately 
ignorant. In the town of Youghal, one Desmond, 
after being severely flogged, was hanged in front of 
the jail, on evidence which, being obtained by tor- 
ture, was not above suspicion. His brother, then 
confined in the prison, was forced to witness the ex- 
ecution ; and soldiers were placed behind him with 
drawn bayonets, to prevent him from turning his 
eyes away from the horrid spectacle. 

A kind of treaty was made between the Irish gov- 
ernment and the state prisoners confined in Dublin. 
Their Uves were spared, on condition of their giving 
the government every information connected with 
the conspiracy. A garbled account of their exami- 
nations was published ; but still enough % ras preserved 
to show, that, if the insurrection was not provoked 
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hy the government, it was deliberately waited for 
and defied. The total loss of property in this ca- 
lamitoos straggle was probably not less than three 
millions sterling. Of the royal party, about twenty 
thousand fell; but not less than fifty thousand of 
the insurgents were destroyed. The utter demorali- 
zation of a great proportion of the triumphant party 
vfHS the worst consequence of this lamentable strug- 
gle. Men learned to take an infernal delight in. the 
tortures and sufferings of their fellow-creatures. 
Revenge, bigotry, and all the dark passions that com- 
bine with b^th, were permitted to have full sway. 
Perjury, and subornation of perjury, were united to 
evidence obtained by torture. Robbery, murder, and 
licentious crime, committed with impunity, destroyed 
every virtuous tie, and every moral obligation. The 
state of society thus created could not all at once 
be changed ; and, even now that a new generation 
has succeeded, the consequences are not quite ef- 
faced. 

The French Directory, during the continuance of 
the struggle in Wexford, made no effort to assist 
their Irish allies ; but, late in August, when ^11 dis- 
turbances had been suppressed, a small force of 
eleven hundred men, commanded by General Hum- 
bert, landed at Killala, and soon gained possession 
of the town. General Hutchinson, on the first news 
of the invasion, hastened from Gal way to Castlebar, 
and soon assembled a vastly superior force. Unfor- 
tunately, he was superseded in the command by the 
arrival of Lake, a circumstance to which, combined 
with the undisciplined state of the soldiery, must 
be attributed the disgraceful events that followed. 
A British army, amounting at least to four thousand 
men, and supported by fourteen pieces of cannon, 
fed almost without firing a shot, from eight hundred 
Frenchmen and about a thousand unarmed peasantry, 
who had no other artillery than one curricle gun. 
Want of means prevented Humbert from improving 
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his adrantages; but he contriyed to baffle aU the 
efforts of the English generals, from the twenty- 
second of August until the eighth of Septemb^, 
when, being nearly surrounded by an army of thirty 
thousand men, he was forced to surrender. The 
Irish by whom he had been joined, bein|^ excluded 
from quarter, fled in all directionsy and were pursued 
with great severity. Killala was reduced in about a 
fortnight after; but the army, on entering it, com- 
mitted several gross outrages, mur^ring not only 
the insurgents, but several unfortunate loyalists who 
hastened to greet them as deliverers. Tiiis wanton 
cruelty was the more unjustifiable, as, during the 
brief contest, not a drop of blood had been shed by 
the Connaught insurgents, except in the field <n 
battle. The trials by courts-martial followed the 
success of the royalists as a matter of course. The 
fate of the victims drew tears even from their po- 
litical opponents, for most of those selected for pun- 
ishment had been conspicuous for their humanity and 
generosity. 

A second attempt, equally absurd and unaccount- 
able, was made by the French in the following month. 
A small squadron, sent from Brest, was discovered 
off the coast of Ulster by Admiral Warren, and 
forced to engage at a great disadvantage. The 
Hoche of eighty guns, and six frigates, were cap- 
tured; and thus ended the projects of the French 
Directory for the Uberation or conquest of Ireland. 
On board the Hoche, when taken, was Theobald 
Wolfe Tone, who had rendered himself very con- 
spicuous by the abilities- and taHents with which he 
supported the cause of the United Irishmen. It was 
at first believed that he had fallen in the action — a 
delusion which the British naval officers, with their 
usual generosity to a fallen foe, laboured to encour- 
age. The task of discovering; him, however, was 
undertaken by Sir George Hill, a leader of the 
Orange party, who had been his feUow-student 
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\%e FVench officers, among whom Mr. Tone had 
kitherto passed undistinguished, were invited to 
breakfast by the Earl of Cavan. While they were 
seated at table, Hill entered, followed by some police- 
officers. Looking narrowly at the company, he 
singled out his yictim, whom he addressed with a 
friendly sahitation. Tone was immediately seized 
by the pcdice-officers, heavily ironed, and sent to 
Dublin, where he was tried and condemned by a 
<H>urt-martial. As such a proceeding was manifestly 
contrary to law, Curran and Peter Burrowes, almost 
the only barristers that would venture to show sym- 
pathy for a victim under '^the reign of terror,** 
brought the case before the court of King's Bench ; 
but, ere their interference could produce any decision, 
news arrived that Tone had committed suicide. 

The British government, in. another instance, ex- 
hibited the puerile weakness of its vengeance. They 
caused James Nappe r Tandy to be arrested at Ham- 
burgh, in violation of the laws of neutrality; but, 
being alarmed at the retaliation menaced by the 
French government, they feared to take his life. He 
was tried at Lifford, condemned, and pardoned on 
condition of quitting the country. 

The leosons that may be deduced from the fore- 
going pages — ^the ds^'kest in Irish history — need not 
now be traced. The numberless and malignant cal- 
umnies heaped on all who favoured the projects of 
the United Irishmen, even at the time when their 
designs extended no farther than a reform in the 
representation, and a repeal of disqualifying laws, 
hxve sunk into genersd oblivion, and are now only 
repeated by a few bigots, whom no experience could 
improve, no instruction enlighten. The leaders of 
Ae original conspiracy sought to dissolve the con- 
nexion with England, only because the English gov- 
ernment made itsejf known only as the supporter 
of that oligarchy by which their country was injured 
and insulted. The insurgents took up arms, not 
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a^nst the supreme head of the state, but against 
the dominant faction, in their local legislature, to 
which the supremacy had been delegated. The 
purity of their motives and the rectitude of their 
mtentions soon received a complete justification. 
The British minister, having permitted the Iri^ 
parliament to convict itself of incompetence and 
intolerable tyranny, compelled it to pass on itself the 
sentence of condemnation, and assent to its own 
annihilation. Scarcely had the insurrection ended, 
when the question of Union began to be agitated. 
It was at first so decidedly unpopular, that exhausted 
as the country had been by the late commotions^ its 
independence might probably have been maintained 
by arms, had not the minister, by a wonderful mix- 
ture of co^uption and cunning, effectually broken 
the strength of the opposition. The measure of 
Union was rejected in^the session of 1799 by the 
House of Commons ; but, by a lavish profusion of 
bribes, the same house was induced to adopt it in the 
next session, by a considerable majority. The Ca- 
tholics were induced to give a species Of tacit assent, 
though certainly with considerable reluctance, by the 
promise of obtaining their emancipation. Hopes, 
utterly inconsistent with such a promise, were pre- 
sented to the violent Protestants ; money was libe- 
rally bestowed on all who could forwto-d the views 
of government; and at length, after unparalleled 
scenes of bribery and deception, the Irish legislature 
assented to its own destruction, and the Irish nation 
made no effort to avert its merited fate. 

The history of the Irish parliament fully vindicates 
the justice and policy of the Union, and furnishes the 
best apology for the disgraceful means used by the 
British minister to accomplish its destruction. No 
excuse, however, can be pleaded for the monstrous 
foUy and the at least seeming perfidy which, for 
more than thirty years, prevented the empire from 
experiencing the benefits of the measure. The 
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^patriots deserve some share of the blame which must 
rest on those who intercepted blessings and entailed 
^calamities. Had t^ey, wnen they found opposition 
liopeless, endeavoared to make the conditions of the 
treaty more equitable, the minister would probably 
liave listened to theiT suggestions. He would in aU 
likelihood have conlsented that the limited repre- 
sentation of Ireland shpuld be ^returned by popular 
-election, and removed the anomaly of populous towns 
and cities, where the franchise is confined to a dozen 
individttais, nominated by some great proprietor. But 
in their hostility to the entire measure, the patriots 
resolved not to meddle with the details ; and thus the 
old oligarchy contrived to retain a portion of the 
power that they had already so fearfully abused. By 
an exquisitely absurd arrangement, the measures for 
completing the Union were carried in detail, and at 
long intervals. Ireland continued to have a separate 
exchequer, a distinct administration, different weights, 
measures, and coins; the commercial intercourse 
between the two islands remained subject to fiscal 
restrictions; in short, the country was treated as a 
province, and not as an integrant part of the empire. 
These unwise anomalies have been removed ; but the 
Iraces of the distinction they created have not yet 
•Reappeared. The introduction of steam vessels — 
•the increased commercial intercourse between the 
islahds-^and the removal of irritating restrictions — 
liave, within the last few years, greatly contributed 
to cement the alliance; and when English capitalists 
begin to avail themselves of the amazing facilities 
which the harbours on the south and west of Ireland 
.afford for trade with the southern and western 
worlds, it may fairly be expected that a community, or 
rather an identity, of interest will arise, and the two 
nations become, in reality as well as name, a united 
people. 

The breach of faith with the Catholics, by the 
;refti8al of emancipation, was the most disastrous 
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error committed by the British adiniiiistratioii» 
The continuance of political agitation for neaiiy 
thirty years — ^the maintenance of hostility bet^e^ 
those who naturally felt anxious to maintain tiieir 
exclusive privileges, and those who struggled (or 
equal rights — ^the conversion of every place of 
public resort into a debating club, where the most 
exasperating language was used by the orators on 
both sides — ^produced a state of society which must 
have been witnessed to be understood. Even the 
termination of this system was marked by the same 
folly or fatality that caused its continuance. The 
boon, after being long dels^ed, was finally conceded 
in a manner so ungracious that the bbligation lost all 
its efficacy. 

With the Union our brief view of Irelaml's his- 
tory terminates. Since that period, with the exx;ep- 
tion of Robert EmmetVs attempt to raise a revolt, 
which was crushed almost in a moment, there has been 
nothing in Ireland that could properly be called a civil 
war. Agrarian insurrections against local griev-' 
ances and oppressions still occur, which have been 
hitherto met only by the old remedy of coercive 
measures; but there is every ground for a confident 
hope, that the great engine of power fpr the redress 
of evils, accumulated through centuries of misrule, 
will, ere long, be brought forward by a liberal and 
enlightened administratiojj^" that engine,'' to use 
the powerful words of Grattan, " which the pride of 
the oigot, nor the spitfrof the zealot, nor the ambi- 
tion of the high-pr^rot, ^or the arsenal of the con- 
queror, nor the Inquisition, with its jaded rack and 
pale criminal^D^er thought of— the engine which, 
armed witlrpKysical and moral blessing, comes forth 
and overigys mankind by services — ^the engine of 
redress/^ The complete pacification of Ireland and 
the application of its resources, to ensure the hap- 
piness and prosperity of its people, must be a work 
of time ; but the prospect is bright with promise, and 






HltTORT OF nSlAND* 38ft 

almost consoles us for the afflktionsy calamities, and 
oppressions of which we have now concluded the 
painful retrospect 



Much surprise has been expressed by those unac- 
q«iainted with Ireland that the concession of emanci- 
pation in 1829 has not been followed by the imme- 
diate tranquillization of Ireland: those who have 
read the preceding pages can scarcely feel any won- 
der on the subject. The exclusive laws produced 
many evil consequences not specidiy mentioned in 
their enactments, and perhaps it would .not be too 
much to say that greater calamities resulted from 
their indirect than their direct operation. They 
aggravated and perpetuated the abominable system 
of land-letting, which has been the greatest source of 
the evils that afflicted the wretched island, — a system 
that has led the landlord to exult in his tenant's 
misery, and the tenant, not unjustly, to regard his 
landlord as a tyrant. The Irish parliament during 
the period of its mischievous existence passed 
laws by the hundred to arm the lords of the soil 
"With fresh power, but not one single enactment 
iq;)pear8 on their records for securing to the cultivator 
any share in the profits of his industry. An Irish 
, landlord, so far from rejoicing in the prosperi^ of his 
' tenant, would asseverate that each additional comfort 
' was obtained from his own pocket, and at once de- 
mand an increase of rent. Henpe the peasant con- 
tinues a pauper, because poverty is his surest shield 
and protection ; and hence he is ever ready to join the 
wildest scheme of rustic insurrecticHi, because no 
change in his circumstances could be for the worse* 
Tjegislators have as yet disregarded those whom both 
]|atholics and Protestants oppress, — the labouring 
x>pulation ; and until a change in the entire 8^stem« 
«ot only of law but of custom, take place in the 
Blations between Irish landlords and Irish tenants, 
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the country must remain a prey to misery and dis- 
traction. 

The patriots of 1796, '97, and '98 had not the power 
. of ^ wielding at will the fierce democracy," possessed 
by the agitators of the present day ; but they had a 
better and more consistent view of the remedies that 
their country needed. It would be folly to deny that 
we do not accord the confidence to the political 
unions we would have given to the societies of Uni- 
ted Irishmen. Person^ motives, private pique, and 
petty objects of ambition are too often conspicuous 
m the debates of the present men of the people; 
with them we find no traces of any fixed and definite 
plan for ameliorating the condition of the peasantry, 
and rendering the resources of the country available 
for the support of its inhabitants. The great original 
objects of the United Irishmen have l^en achieved 
— reform, emancipation and a remodelling of the 
church establishment; but the struggle for these 
objects generated feelings that will take a long time 
ere they subside, and led to an insecurity and un- 
certainty in property that cannot easily be remedied. 
^Stili the signs of improvement are discernible; 
the Orange orgies are the theme of ridicule from 
Derry to Cape Clear ; the old ferocious oligarchy is 
stripped of its power ; the press has estabOshed an 
efficient control over the magistracy ; and Justice 
is no longer denied to the poor man. More, much 
more remains to be done; but we perceive in the 
English of the present day an anxiety to atone for 
the misdeeds of their forefathers : they have dis- 
covered how grossly they have been deceived by tory 
libellers both as to Ireland and America ; and they 
leave these wretched panders to the worst of na- 
tional passions to obtain their reward from those 
whom no experience can teach, and no instruction 
enlighten. 
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courage which despises every charge but tbat of 
wilM or careless misrepresentation. 

Doctor Leland's example justifies the soundness 
of his observation. He was a senior felloTv of 
Trinity College, Dublin, amd a clergyman of the 
estabhshed church, by his learning and talents en- 
titled to distinction; but he could never hope for 
preferment if he incurred the displeasure of those 
patrons to whom the honest truth could hardly be 
acceptable ; and fronrtiis education and the principles 
he was bound to teach, his aifections and his judge- 
ment were very liable to bias. And accordingly w^e 
find him often stating facts with suficient integrity^ 
and yet, as it were, unconsciously concluding against 
the ordinary sense of right and wrong. Neverthe- 
less, considering what Irish history was when he 
undertook to write it, the low degradation to which 
the fortune of war and internal dissensions had re> 
duced the majority of his countrymen, and the jealous 
monopoly of power inhumanly exercised, there is 
some praise as w^U as censure due to him ; and with 
such allowances, his history, the first regular and 
connected one that had appeared, may yet be read 
with some advantage. And it argues something in 
his favour that he never did attain to any such hig^h 
preferment as Archbishop King and others did, for 
works far more undeservmg. 

The next who undertoo^^ the arduous task was 
Mr. Francis Plowden, an EngUsh Catholic lawyer, 
known, among other works, for that upon the rfghts 
and liberties of Englishmen {Jura Anglorum), — a man 
of great learning and abilities. He had proposed to 
Mr. Pitt so early as tjie year 1792, to write a history 
of Ireland, with a view to favour and forward a legis- 
lative union, and was desired to submit his project 
to Mr. Secretary Dundas, with whom it remained 
unanswered. After the union had passed, he renewed 
his offer to Mr. Addington, and was by him engaged, 
for a pecuniary compensation, to write a history that 
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iglit reconcile the Irish to that measure, and pal- 
lia.te the atrocities by which it was enforced. He 
cLid his best, but his feehngs revolted. His work 
ivv li.en finished displeased his patrons. He was re- 
bul^ed and insulted for having made too free with 
iiv^ing characters, called " saviours of their country," 
ajcid with certain arcana of the state which were not 
t;o be revealed ; and thrown back with loss upon his 
o^wni resources, he wrote his post-union history in a 
spirit of greater freedom. These writings together 
make eight octavo volumes, valuable for the facts 
stnd documents contained in them, and showing great 
SLbility in the author, but too hastily composed, and 
of course deficient in that order and arrangement 
%vhich.makes a history useful for reading or for refer- 
ence. There are too many long and literal tran- 
scripts of debates, reports of committees, and reso- 
lutions of public bodies in and out of parhament, etc. 
brought forward desultorily, like the stragglers of a 
routed army falling in with the main body when and 
where they might. These often exceed in volume 
and importance the slenderer thread of the text over 
which they ride. This unclassic manner of writing 
ought not to be indulged; for though it may ease the 
author, it throws a heavy burden on the reader. 
" Notes, with a poem," was the witty sarcasm of a 
good master of style ; but notes with a history is 
worse. 

It was not always that truth could be told without 
manifest hazard as regarded the subjugated party ; 
and even the ascendant party were forbidden to 
pubUsh any thing against the foreign interests, or in 
favour of those of their own coimtry. Thus Mr. 
Molyneux^s Case of Ireland was denounced to King 
William by the EngUsh House of Commons, and or- 
dered to be burned by the common hangman. Nor 
did it avail that he was a devoted partisan of the 
revolution and the king; a Protestant representative 
of the Protestant city, and Protestant university of i 



202 HBTOmT OF IRELAND. 

Dublin raccessiTely, high in the ranks of science^ 
and the friend of Locke, whom he had consulted on 
that very work. So was Dean Swift proscribed, 
though a di^iitary of the established church, one 
who hated dissenters, and despised, though he may 
have compassionated, his Catholic countrymen : and 
that, because he maintained the general interests 
of his native country. 

The first Catholic author who ventured to com- 
plain openly of the aggravated oppression of the 
penal code was Doctor John Cinry.* He wrote 
from an honest and humane impulse, and nowhere 
is there to be found in any controversial- work bo 
much of mild wisdom and persuasive truth. 

Of more modem works on Irish history a large 
catalogue might be drawn out, each having its own 
merit, but none of them are histories, nor profess^ to 
be so. ittaqng these might be fairly commended 
the Vindicia^^Ahsii benevolent and warm hearted 
citizen Matthew'^^arey, who has boldly grappled 
with the foes of tra^ and chahtyupon their own 
favourite ground, the B%sk massacre of 1641, and ovep- 
thrown the spectres anos^e monsters of the tale, 
and reduced its maenifieo'stRdaJistorted features to 
the true standard of truth and na) 

Of the many concurring causes of hatred and dis* 
order, none has contributed more largelj than 
these false histories. Gross misrepresentations on 
the one hand have produced exaggerations on the 
other. The Irish have been exhibited as an accursed 
race, addicted to murder and riot, lewdness, treach- 
ery, superstition, and idolatry, and frbm defects of 
blood and nature for ever irreclaimable ; as if Irish 
nature were not human nature. To refute these 
aspersions resort is had to ancient traditions, show- 
ing the lofty origin and early glories of their race. 
But the monuments of their high antiquity, and such 
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not wanting, have been exposed to derision by 
over-zealous advocates, too passionately adopting 
as literal truths the allegorical fictions of poetic 
annals, and the rhapsodies of enthusiastic bards 
^prhose vocation it was to extol the prowess of the 
chiefs who entertained them, just as those of our 
day, but in strains of less vivacity, celebrate annually 
the virtues of the prince who feeds them : and one 
may judge what a history would want of exact truth 
that should be compiled uom even the sober stanzas 
of our laureate poets. 

From these mutual exaggerations, and from the 
long calamities of the devoted country, some have 
imputed what was beyond ordinary experience to 
preternatural or superhuman agency. But rational 
beings ought not to impute to the Godhead a dis- 
pensation to .render his creatures miserable, nor 
'ascribe to miracle what the due use of human reason 
can sufficiently explain. Undoubtedly there are 
great and curious anomalies in the history of that 
2l-staned island, and much of those contradictions 
and violations of all principle which Swift has ex- 
pressed by the phrase of ^^ maxims carUroUed,^^ But 
they, like all human occurrences, have relation to 
natural causes and a natural dependence on each 
other ; and as the thief in setting on the true man first 
caJls him thief, and the wolf did not devour the lamb 
till he had charged him with his or his father^s sins, 
so natural it was for those who sought a pretext to 
usurp the soil and sovereignty of an unoffending 
people to charge them with vices that might justify 
their acts of piracy. The first impure source from 
which so many othm have drawn their waters 
was Gerald Barry, we favourite, flatterer, chaplain, 
and courtier of th^nonarCh who came armed with 
the papal authorit/to reduce Ireland to that obedi- 
ence to the holy^ee since caUed popery ; who came 
" as a Catholic nnnce to enlarge the borders of the 
Roman church/i and to make good the claim of the 

Bb 
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holy «ee to jurisdiction over " every islioid in" the 
sea which had received the doctrines of the Christian 
faith," saving to the holy see the pension of one 
penny for every house.* 

The church of Ireland at that day was tliought 
too nonconforming, or, as it may be said, too Prot- 
estant. Its clergy were culdees (ctdtores Det}y and 
the church was governed, not by bishops, but by 
presbyters. They followed, says the venerable Bede, 
uncertain rules in the observation of the great fes* 
tival, " only preaching such works of charity and 
piety as they could learn from the prophetical, evan- 
gelical, and apostolical writings ;" and Dr. Ledwichf 
«ays, " they did not adopt the corruption of the An- 
glo-Saxon church, or the superstitions which had 
contaminated Christianity for centuries. They •pre- 
served their country from the baleful contagion, and 
fit length fell a sacnfice to the defence of their faith.** 
It is not the intention of the writer of this chaj^ter) 
however culdeeish in his principles, to meddle wifli 
rriigious controversy ; but merely to point oat a 
cause of mighty and lasting evil, the alMise of reli- 
gion to political purposes and worldly ends ; and to 
iihow how four centuries of unavailing strife left the 
descendants of this mimarch as little advanced in 
the conquest as he was, and how three more have 
been marked by religious strife and bloodshed, and 
disgraced by a code i^X shames human nature, m 
<order to force the nati(m to renounce that obedience 
that was^ the first link in the chain of title of Ei^Iish 
princes to the crown of Ireland. " We drove them," 
«ud a church dignitaryt not long ago, with great 
naivety, " into popery, and now we must drive them 
out of it !" It adds something, too, to the strange- 
ness Of this story, that the king who first took upon 
him this holy mission was himself, in the interval 
between his commission granted and its being acted 

* The tax called " Peter's peQce.** 
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wMpped bjr eight monks for the murder of a 

esuint, at the shrine of Saint Thomas of Canterbury. 
W^ith respect to that great cause of evil, nar 
1;ioxial slander, it is fair to state the character of its 
fiirst originator, for this is another key to Irish his- 
'toxy. It is tak.en from the Biographia Britarmica,* 
'^Bvliere, after speaking freely of his conceits and quib- 
U:es, and of his vanity, it is ftirther said, " He, Gerald 
Sairy, or Giraldus Cambrensis, was without doubt 
in a very great degree credulous, said so much ad- 
dicted to fables that his statement of facts is in many 
oases unworthy of confidence. With the events re- 
cited in his history of the conquest of Ireland he 
lias intermixed all the prophecies he could collect 
of Caledonius, Merlin, and various other impostors : 
smd hence he was led to give his history the title oi 
vaticinal,^^ He accompanied his brother, who had, a 
military command in Ireland, that while the one 
w^arred against justice with the sword, the other 
might do so with his envenomed pen. He was also 
the instructer and companion of Prince John, whose 
riotous and brutal insolence to the native chiefs was 
repaid with blood, and whose reign in England is 
signalized by its atrocity. 

Whatever may. have been the unctvilization of the 
Irish at that dari^ened period of their history, their 
adversaries, in all except united power and warlike 
discipline, would gain aothing by the comparison. 
If the one was given to dissensions and kindred 
strifes,— if Roderick'^ sons rebelled, against their 
father, — ^if Cormal dethroned his father, the MacOarty 
of Desmond, — ^what was the history of the first Anglo- 
Norman princes through a long succession but 
iilial, conjugal, parental, fratricidal wars, conspiracies, 
and usurpations. The first conqueror was nearly 
Blain in sinfl^le combat by his son. He imprisoned 
liis brother during his own life, and would not release 
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bim even at his death. This was the ^eat ancestor, 
who styled himself,* " I, William the bastard, by tlM 
grace of God," &c., who is so much praised for his 
strength and stature, being, as has been said by his 
flatterers, ei^ht feet hiffh, and so strong that none 
of his courtiers could bend his bow. Of his taste 
for poetry and proficiency in the English language, 
however, the lollowing specimen, from MTinstan- 
ley^s Life of William the Conqueror, may be at least 
amusing: 

** I, WUUam, king , the thlrd'yetr of my relfn, 
6iY« to the Norman hunter, to me that are both lief and dear. 
The Hop and the Hopton and all the bounds up and down. 
Under the earth to hell, above the earth to heaven, 
From me and mine to thee and thine, 
As food and as fair ss ever they mine were. 
To witness that this is sooth, I bite the white wax with my tooth. 
Before Juf » Maud, and Margery, and my yotangest son Henry, 
For a bow and a broad arrow when I come to hunt on Parrow." 

This, the author says, was taken from an old record 
in the Richmoml Library. 

Of his successor, William Rufus, it is said that ^' he 
was proud, covetous, cruel, and passionate, a profane 
swearer and scoffer at rehgion, addicted to wine and 
women, vain in his dress, delighting in the society 
of the loose and profligate of both sexes." 

Henry L, though able and instructed, is described 
as lewd, avaricious, and ambitious to excess, bad 
six illegitimate sons and seven daughters. 

The next was the usurper Stephen; and then 
the second Henry, the paramour of Fair Rosamond, 
who was commissioned to bring the Irish into sub- 
jection to the pope ; and his son was John, whose 
vices were nothing behind his predecessors. Did it 
lie then in the month of that clerical slanderer (Gi- 
raldus Cambrensis) to make it a ground of justifica* , 
tion, that the Irish were regardless of the marriage- 
vow and insensible to the obligations of filial piety 9 
It is not unnecessary even at this day to call thea^ 

*'EgOf Golielmaa batardas, Dei gntia. 



cokcLvsioir. 897 

tliixigs to mind and hold the balance eren, seeing 
wrhat mighty evils unjust slanders have, and may 
still produce if persisted in and made a principle of 
auction. 

This charge of native depravity, which, like origi- 
hslI sin, was to descend u|X)n all generations, woiJd 
1.^3.d further than ignorance seems aware of. It 
^would involve nations which have been the most 
distinguished of the earth, of the same Celtic origin. 
It; would implicate all those whose prefixes of Mac 
and O denote their Gaelic descent, whether Irisfi 
ox* Scotch, for they are but one family ; and it is truly 
said, 

<<TolI« Mae et O ft milliu wtt HUwralcw." 

I'd the Macs and the OV then we leave, if their pens 
are not better employed in good learning, to refute 
tlie absurd calumny. 

The population of Ireland is much mixed, like that 
of other European countries. Those who boast of 
the Milesian royal race, which gave their lanrnage to 
the country, can be but a minority, though they may 
liaTe been great conquerors, perhaps, too, cruel ones, 
for conquerors are mostly merciless. Alid it is well 
worth remarking, that those whom Cromwell's saints 
stripped of the pbssessions which they had won 
with tlKir swords, were not of that wild Irish breed, 
for they had been already robbed. It was English- 
men of their own race and blood that were then the 
" Canaanites^^ that they, for God's honour, %^ere to 
'^ kill and spare not," and to root out as idolatrous, 
to make way for the chosen of the Lord. And it is 
curious too that those false Israehtes should, after 
praying God " that they might not become proud by 
eating of orchards that they had not planted, and 
living in houses that they had not built," so entirely 
renounce their holy antipathy to church and king, 
that they now constitute that class which sits in the 
oigh places of both church and state, and are the 
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high-priests of the altar which their forefat}ien».j 
dragged into the dust. 

As to what may be called the romance of Irish 
antiquity, Mr. Lawless, in his elegant compendimn 
of Irish history, after feelingly observing that ** the 
Irish is the only history where the heart ^f the 
reader can find no resting-place from the miseries 
and sorrows of his feUow-creatures, exhausting^ sen- 
sibility by the reiteration of sorrow," thinks that 
" he cannot be thp friend of the Irish who w^ould 
wantonly shake their behef in the ancient magfziifi- 
cence and honour of their country ; for the Irish- 
man," he observes, " has often found refuge from the 
misfortunes that were pressing upon him in the 
cherished and sacred reflection, that however af- 
flicted his country, or borne down her liberties, or 
hopeless her cause, he could look back to her histor^r 
with complacency, where he sees her described as 
the instructress of Europe, the dispenser of justice, 
and the island of saints*" With O'Flaherty, he 
speaks in raptures of the one hundred and seventy- 
one monarchs who governed Ireland for two thou- 
sand years previous to the invasion of Henry II., all 
of the same line and hneage. With him he passion- 
ately recurs to his monuments of ancient renown, 
and contends with an honest zeal for the veracity 
of poetry and the accuracy of fancy. Mr. Plowdeu 
too observes, that " the pride of ancestry has a pe- 
culiar effect upon the Irish, and that no nation can 
boast of such irrefragable proofs of their origin and 
lineage, and duration of government, and that it has 
been a pitiful prejudice in too many English writers 
to endeavour to throw discredit upon the early part 
of Irish history." 

But that onward, powerful, courageous, and pa- 
triotic female writer, Lady Morgan, takes a differ- 
ent view. She says that " these national subjects 
have too long led the Irish from the better career of 
national iipprovement) and retrograded intellect by 
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llrecting it back to barbarous times, falsely called 

bieroic ; pnrely Irish knowing nothing of modern 

[r eland but her sufferings and her wrongs ; of ancient 
Ireland but her fables and her dreams ; deep read in 
O'Flaherty, Keating, and O'Connor, amd the genealo- 
gies and senachies ancient and modem," &c. But 
as that stout agitator Mr. Lawless has not wasted his 
energies on visions of by-gone glories, with his own 
practical comment upon his own text, it may be ad- 
mitted and approved. It is enough that within the 
time of authentic history, when darkness prevailed 
over Europe, learning and piety were cherished in that 
hospitable island, and that hght did radiate thence 
as from a diverging point over the rest of Chris- 
tendom. And if Irish writers hav6 been somewhat 
vainglorious, it was a venial fault compared to that 
of cSumnies invented for the ends of spoliation, and 
perpetuated by bigotry and malice. Much has been 
lost to science by the wilful destruction of Irish 
manuscripts, and the disoouragemenf thrown upon 
the study of a language which might have been emi- 
nently useful at this day in that interesting branch 
of learning called linguistic history; a laiiguage 
which is now written and spoken without mixture 
or adulteration as it was written and spoken three 
thousand years ago; and which, though long ban- 
ished from the seats of academic learning, from the 
forum^he senate, and from scenic use, remains regu- 
lar in its construction, copious and expressive, apt 
for the purposes of poetry and lofty elocution, and 
for the utterance of such elegant turns of thought 
and tender and delicate sentiment as never could 
have originated with any but a civilized and higUy 
polished people. This language too has been found 
to possess the technical terms of all the sciences 
luiown to the civilized nations of antiquity, and has 
been traced by its affinities to that in which the 
word of God was deUvered by Moses and the proph- 
ets. The antiquities of Ireland are indeed of .high 
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interest to the speculatiTe inquirer, but have no us 
fill application to her pesent condition. IB^t to r 
turn from this digression. 

To be invaded vrithout provocation* treated as en< 
mies though willing to be friends, held aliens in the 
native country, refused ev,en' naturalization in ti 
land of their forefathers, punished by the laws of wi 
and peace at one and the same time, death by th 
sword and forfeiture by the law, marked for destruc 
tion by dehberate plans of universal exterroinatioi 
from the soil that was their heritage under the hypo 
critical pretext of piety and ci^zation, — all mil 
was haro, and hard enough ; but to be still p|it in th< 
wrong, as though thev, aud not their accusers, had 
been the invaders and destroyers, was ,what human 
nature could not and manhood never should endure« 
And with all the cruel and too successful endeavours 
of their enemies to bring them to that state of deg- 
radation that might make them answerable to the 
descriptions first invented for them, when it is con- 
sidered in what school of cruelty and corruption, 
and by what examples of iniquity, their mannen 
have been formed, their very turbulence will be found 
allied to the highest virtues; and it is less won- 
derful that they have vices, than that they have stiH 
preserved so man^ of their indigenous virtues. "1 
love the Irish,'* said Charles Fox : ^ what they have 
of good is of themselves, what they have of bad ii 
from you.** Even their turbulence speaks bett 
for their nature than if they had sunk under oppre, 
sion to that sordid state of brutal apathy to whicl 
so great a portion of the human race have been re 
duced by tyranny Imd siqierstition. What have theii 
rebellions been but counter projects to tyranny, oi 
their opposition to laws but coitSicts witn their en-J 
emy? Are they isnorant ? see the cruel statutei 
that have made them so. ^ But mark the few oi 
whom the quickening rays of intellectual light havel 
beamed : where have the great gifts that distinguislll 
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man in the creation, reason and speech, been more 
ejcalted, or to whom does the English language owe 
more of its strength and polish, ^id all its power to 
^convince the miderstanding or sway the hearts of 
men ? And yet but for casual and favouring circum- 
•tances, Burke, Sheridan, Grattan, Goldsmith, and 
Krin'ff Bard might have lain like the clods of the 
valley unknown and trodden under foot; and, most 
Btinging of all provocations, scoffed at besides for 
tliat poverty which robbed them of all culture, 
* ma^ng them, not what nature had designed, but tyr- 
anny had doomed."* 

There is little of that i^losophy which history 
should teach in those who despatch the character 
of a nation in unconsidered words. Human nature 
is everywhere the same. It is circumstances that 
make the difference, and these are infinite in their 
combinations. Untutored and unimproved, man ap- 
peard at home or abroad rude and offensive ; and the 
most polished nations have passed through the 
rudest state, and having reached the highest civiliza- 
tion, have again retrograded. Some circumstances 
are favourable to improvement, and some present 
insurmountable impeoiments. Slavery has its vices. 
Ignorance its vices, and poverty its vices. War has 
its crimes ; and ^ven peace and prosperity are not 
unaccompanied with evils. - Whatever habitually 
excites the angry passions will make men fierce 
and reckless; whatever destroys confidence moU 
make them suspicious ; • ill treatment will make them 
revengeful, and faith-breaking will make them crafty 
and deceitful: but bad example will teach every 
vice ; and as there is in general an aptitude in man 
for every vice an4 every virtue, that will prevail 
which is most called forth. The English borderers, 
as the Minstrel of the North has shown, became 
clansmen, and the ancient English, settlers in Ire* 

* Nil habet pauperUu duriui hoc qttoA homines ridteuloa faeit 
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land became degenerate, as it was called, and mare 
Irish than the Insh ; Ipsis Hibemicis Hibemiores : an^ 
so the manners of a people might be determined d 
ftriori by knowledge of the circumstances under 
which they lived ; and in this is the great u^e of his- 
tory, that by showing the causes it points to tli« 
remedies, and the past, like a monument before our 
eyes, instructs us what for our own and for our coon- 
try's sake we should adopt or imitate, and what to 
shun as foul in its inception and disastrous in its 
consequences. 

But history to be useful must be true, and this 
can hardly be when rolls and records speak not 
truth but falsehood, and where contemporary history 
is written after bloody conflicts, when one party is 
reduced to silence, and the other, possessed of every 
organ of publicity, makes it to suit his own views ; 
when the writer is he whom the spoil has enriched, 
and the hand that guides the pen is red with ihe 
blood of the calumniated victim. Then va vtcHs, 
then ven^d tongues and mercenary pens will herald 
forth the triumphs of successful crime, and the name 
of the patriot who< felt, and dared, and bled for his 
country will be consigned to obloquy or to oblivion ; 
none will then dare to breathe his name, or throw 
one flower on his silent grave, till time, the ^eat 
detecter, brings truth again to light, restores to virtue 
her true lustre, and to humanity the most precious 
of her interests, the heart-stirring and inspiring ex- 
ample of generous martyrs, whom in the gloomiest 
season of their cotmtry's fortunes bribe could not 
tempt, nor torture move, nor death's worst terrors 
daunt. 

This brings me to the first point on which I am 
required to speak, — ^the merit of the foregoing work. 
In my opinion, it is both ati able and an honest one. 
In that respectable miscellany* where it first ap>- 
peared, it has doubtless met the eyes of many read- 

* Constablci's BfisceUaDy. 



CONCLUSION. 808 

of intelligence who have been abused and misin- 
^bnned as to the concerns of a country on whose 
•connexion with Great Britain one of her greatest 
statesmen has lately said that her glory and pros- 
"perity depend. In the collection where it now 
appears, it will have ample circulation in our own 
country, where there are still some citizens who 
8p»eak of Ireland, Irishmen, and Irish history, with 
less knowledge than might be expected where there 
exist so many ties of blood and honourable sym- 
pathy. 

Prom the history of Ireland, also, may the enlight- 
ened American find lessons of deep moral import 
for the government of his own conduct, which can 
nowhere be better studied than there, where the 
conflicting principles of good and evil have been 
most strenuously active. He will there learn to 
▼alue the blessing which his forefathers, at the peril 
of more than life, and with years of pain and toil, 
achieved for their country, when they redeemed it 
from colonial dependence and provincial degradation. 
He wtHI see by what subtile m^ans corruption enters 
and treason triumphs, and how what is hardly won 
may be too easily lost. He will apply to his own 
heart the farewell ^dvice of the father of his coun- 
try, and *' cherish with immoveable attachment its 
union, the fortress against which the batteries of in- 
ternal and external enemies will be most constantly 
and actively, though often insidiously and covertly 
directed ; he will watch for its preservation with 
jealous anxiety, and indignantly frown upon the first 
davfm of any attempt to alienate any part of his 
country from the rest." And if he be one whose 
name stands yet high and unsidlied in the estimation 
of his fellow-citizens, he will forbear to urge what, 
should it succeed, would only serve to sap the strength 
and glory of his country, and tarnish his own name 
and memory for ever and for ever.^ 

How far this well-penned and lucid summary of 
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Ireland's tragic story, which I have so freely here 
commended, may please every class of readers, I 
cannot say. Some may thiiuc that it states too 
mildly what called for heavier and more indignant 
reprobation, and passes too lightly over details that 
should have excited horror : that vengeance should 
have been invoked upon the head of the oppressor, 
and a brand imprinted upon the forehead of every 
wretch, ** whether concealed by a mitre or a coro- 
net, who owed his greatness to his country's ruin:" 
that on the bloody escutcheon of the titled traitor 
should have been emblazoned his peculiar achieve- 
ments, till his high-sounding titles became by-wrords 
of reproach to future generations ; and that the voice 
of the murdered patriot should have been made to 
speak in accents of awful warning from his tomb. 
But would that have been more vnse, or more 
likely to accomplish the honest ends and objects of 
the author ! AUOwing that some things have been 
softened, is there not enough disclosed ? And if this 
intelligent -author had gone farther, and declaimed 
with impassioned indignation against the perpetra- 
tors of crime, might he not have been charged with 
the like fault as David Hume and other great and 
popular writers, who, for the swelling of their de- 
seriptions and display of their eloquence, have pos- 
sessed whole generations with rancorous antipathies 
attended with baleful effects as well to Great Britain 
as to Ireland. Tolhis point a saying has been cited 
by that living po^, who often veils deep thoughts 
and strong con^ptione under the graceful folds of 
light and airy dfrapery :* " If I had my hand full of 
truths, I wovfd open but one finger at a time.^' 
Enough of eloquence and passion has been bestowed 
upon the wrongs of Ireland. Every string has been 
touched, every strain has been sounded. The loftiest 
efforts of man's highest powers, and the prevadinff 
strains of woman's eloquence, all has been exhausted 

' * Wbori. **Fiidg»FamU7." 
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from the whispers and murmurs of subdued misery, 
to the loud-toned denunciations of honest and fear- 
less indignation. Of these the world is full, and 
they may be repeated even to satiety, but cannot be 
enhanced. Mr. Taylor avows himself a Protestant, 
and a CromweUian descendant, whose wish is to 
conciliate, not to inflame. His objects are laudable', 
and he knows his ground and is master of his sub- 
ject. He was publishing, in Britain and for British 
readers, and he may have considered that too much 
light let in at once on those who have lain in darkness 
closes the eye that it offends : and that it may some- 
times better serve the ends of truth even to lower 
that truth by some degrees to the standard of human 
credibihty, than to insist too far upon what might 
stagger beUef. Qfben was it barefacedly denied that 
any tortures were inflicted, though they were com- 
mitted in open day. The fact w^ once boldly 
denied even by Lord Castlereagh in the British 
House of Common^, till he was confronted by ,his 
friend John Claudius Beresford, the presiding genius 
of the ever memorable riding-house, who did not 
choose to conceal those acts in which he gloried. 

Another argument used by a courtly lord under 
Lord Camden^s administration was, that if such 
things had taken place the Irish were too brave and 
gallant a people not to have rebelled against them. 
Here was then a satanical speculation upon the 
bravery and gallantry of the Irish people, and it was 
well founded. They did rebel, and, as the author 
has shown, had it not been for adverse winds and 
adverse chances, the minions of corruption would 
never again have taunted that brave peoide with such 
a bitter challenge. 

Upon the whole, there was a place still vacant in 
our -literature, which this able summary, all disen- 
chanting as it may appear to some, is well calculated 
to fin up. It is however to be regretted that. the 
author should have laid down his pea leaving the 
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drama incomplete, like^ as has been somewhere 
said, the tragedy of Hamlet with the last act 
left out. 

With respect to the period since the Union, the 
writer of this chapter would gladly comply with the 
wishes of his friends the publishers ; >ut to do justice 
to its details would require a volume : a few leadiiig 
observations must suffice. 

It was on the first day of January, 1801, at the 
hour of noon, that the imperial united standard 
mounted on the Bedford tower in Dublih Castle, and 
the guns of the royal salute battery in the Pbeni^ 
Park, announced to weeping, Ueeding, prostrate 
Ireland that her independence was no more, and that 
her guilt-stained parliament had done itself to death. 
It was proclaimed abroad that rebellion was crushed, 
that those designing men who had led the people 
astray were all brought to justice or to submission, 
and now with the opening century was to arise a new 
and happier era. 

The government was now possessed of the power 
that a vanquished insurrection gives, with an army 
of 126,000 well aj^inted soldiers, highly com<>- 
mended for the tnimiphs they had won, and the 
great and loyal spirit with which they had achieved 
such victories. Ministers certainly, upon their own 
showing, were all-powerful for evil or for good. 
Here was the time, had there been wisdom or virtue 
in the authors of this sanguinary revolution, so lon^ 
daridy contemplated by the despotic minister, and 
now dictated by his will to his blind instruments : 
here was the moment to let the curtain fall softly 
down upon the bloody and tragical cata9trophe : to 
throw back to the account of past centuries the 
crimes and cruelties with which tne last had closed : 
to make good the promises and alluring hopes held 
out by the royal, revolutionists and reb^on-makers, 
who had themselves so lately, when it suited a tem- 
poraiy purpose, drawn such strong and glowing pic- 
tures of former misgovemmenti and pf the contami- 
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Tiation of the parliament which they themselves had 
poisoned, as more than justified rebellion.* Thej 
bad taken upon themselves the eredit, and witii tt 
ithe responsibility, of the rebellion, or, which is the 
rssume thing, the explosion; and the revolution called 
fthe Union was from first to last the entire work of 
titheir own hands. It is not in the memoirs of The- 
fObaM ^olfe Tone, nor in the prophetic speeches of 
^ox and Grey, that- this truth is to be found, but in 
^beir own detiberate avowals. 

They had surely shed enough of human blood, they 
bad had enough of torture and every cruel infliction 
to glut the most sanguinary and vindictive passions. 
They knew that the victims of these cruelties were 
•I3^'en whose views were as pure as theirs were 
treacherous; that they did nothing in rebelling but 
fulfil an order of nature, and answer to the specula- 
tion that tvas made upon their human feelings and 
their honest and honourable resistance. How in- 
cumbent then was it on these revolutionary minis* 
ters, even for their credit as politicians, after their 
so narrow escape from falling into the pit which 
they had dug for others, . to have smoothed over 
their own misdeeds with what grace they could, 
and with large measures of wise atonement to have 
effaced -the recollection of the guilty means they 
bad employed to overturn that constitution of king, 
lords, and commons of Ireland, which the bliwi 
di^es of their artifices had so often sworn, and 
pledged at their command life, fortune, and hon^ 
our, to support, down even to the very moment 
when they laid that constitation at their master's 
feet. Had they been as wise as crafty, instead of 
following up such a revolution by petty vengeance 
and pettifogging artifices, they had still a lofty game 
to play. Ireland had indeed been miserable under 
its own packed and corrupted parliament, religion 
had been paraded in foul alliance with both sin and 

* .S«e tlM ■pee.cbes of h9T^ Cl«i? fuid Cattlereagh npoa |he Uoimi. 
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shame, and government had been long carried on by 
the instrumentality of the executioner, of aU kinds 
of torture that demoniac fury could invent, and by 
the agency of^ informers the vilest and the most 
wicked of human kind. 

Here then was the occasion to break off from 
such alliances, to redeem religion from profanation, 
and restore its lost charm and benign influence ; to 
heal dissensions, comfort the mourner, raise up the 
heart oi the afflicted, and borrow something of that 
dignity of purpose that even in their most fallen 
state gave to the vm^e^i patriots a melancholy lustre, 
and threw a deep dark shade over the triumphs of 
their enemies, which titles and mock dignities pur- 
chased with treason and perfidy could not illu- 
mine. Of these calumniated patriots this author has 
dared to speak with a feeling of respect that reflects 
honour on himself, and time will do them further 
justice. If ever men devoted themselves with pure 
disinterested sincerity of heart to their country, they 
did so ; and if ever oppi*ession justified resistance, it 
was that against which they rose. 

It has been shown by what sinister means the 
Union was accomplished, and unliappily that consum- 
mation was unaccompanied by any omen thai gave 
hope or presage of a happy issue. The chief actors 
were deserters from the principle of reform, to 
which they had been pledged respectively in early 
life, and by which they had climbed to notice and to 
power. 

William Pitt, whose father rejoiced that 1;he Ameri- 
can colonists had taken up arms, and showed them- 
selves worthy of the rights Of man, which they 
maintained, had sat in that convention at the Thatched 
House tavern in London, and in the meetings at the 
privy gardens unders the auspices of the Duke of 
Richmond, where universal suffrage was the chief 
object. In 1782 this (then) great reformer observed, 
that ," without a reform in parliament, we should be 
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ahrays rushing into unjust' and expensive wars: 
-vrithout a reform in parliament, there never could 
be established an administration of honest men; 
and no honest: man could become a minister of the 
x;rown."* 

Robert Stewart, when he first set up upon the re- 
pablican or presbyterian interest ^gainst "the lordly 
interest," for his native cbunty (Down), solemnly 
pledged himself upon the op^n hustings to his con- 
stituents to support and promote in smd' out of the 
house of parliament, with all his ability, the follow- 
ing bills : 1st, for amending the representation of 
the people ; 2d, to exclude pensioners and placemen ; 
3d, for limiting their number; 4thy for preventing 
revenue (Ulcers from voting ; 5th, for rendering the 
servahts of the crown in Ireland responsible ; 6th, 
to protect the personal safety of the subject against 
arbitrarv and excessive bail, and against the stretch- 
ing of the power of attachment beyond the limits 
of the constitution ! Such was he who corrupted 
and annihilated that parliament; held places and sat 
in parliament ; gave places to men who sat in it, 
increased the number of placemen and pensioners, 
suspended the habeas corpus, enacted the insurrec- 
tion a6t, which, together with the gunpowder bill, 
&c., left no right unviolated, established martial law, 
and instead of responsibility, gave a large and un- 
limited charter of indemnity to the delinquent ser- 
vants of the crown, for the administering of a system 
of torture and rigour beyond the laws ; and pursued 
with renegade vengeance to death, and even beyond 
the grave, the friends to whom he stood so pledged, 
and over whose shoulders he had risen to power. 

Of Fitzgibbon (Earl of Clare) this account is given 
by his intimate Sir Jonah Barrington. "In 1781, 
he took up arms to obtain a declaration of inde- 
pendence. In 1800, he recommended the introduc- 

* Mr. Bn»wii]ow*»addraM to hi* el«eton in 1830. 
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tion of a military force to assist in its extinguish- 
ment. He proclaimed Ireland a free nation in 1783^ 
and argued that it was a province in 1799 ; in 1789,:] 
he called the acts of the British legislature to^vards 
Ireland a daring usurpation upon the rights of a free 
people, and in 1800 he transferred Ireland to the 
usurper." This was written by Sir Jonah when he 
was judge of the IHsh admiralty, with 800/. salary; 
and Mr. Foster, indignant at having been made the 
blind tool in the revolution, which lowered his pride 
and consequence, helped Sir Jonah to such docu- 
ments as would show the corrupt bargains, and all 
the subornation, perjury, and bribery by which it 
had been brought about. Two numbers of a splendid 
history of the Union, with engraved portraits and 
precious anecdotes, appeared ; but the judge's salary 
was raised to 2500/., and to the great detriment of 
truth no more has been heard of his history of the 
Union to this day, so far as the writer has been able 
to ascertain; and Mr. Foster submitted his proud 
spirit, and became once more the creature of his 
former master William Pitt. 

So much treachery as the history of Ireland un- 
folds, and in so many persons who have been reputed 
honourable, and figured large in history, would tempt 
one to agree with those philosophers who hold that 
each man has two souls, a good one and. a bad one ; 
and where one country is held in subjection to an- 
other, as a province or a pachalio, the evil spirit there 
assumes the empire. Had those ministers, Mr. Pitt 
and Lords Castlereagh and Clare, been true to their 
own honour and to the principles to nrhich they 
were first pledged, they needed not to have fallen,^ 
the one by his own hand, the other two through dis- 
appointed pride and broken hearts. All three lived 
to realize the moral of that beautiful allegory, where 
the breathless and exhausted racer snatches the 
prize for which he had panted, and finds it a gilded 
bauble, as hoUow as the heart of the betrayer. Did 
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tltey think, vain mortals, that truth could have no 
.virtue when they proved recreant, that they could 
stay its mighty course, or had 'he prophet's power 
that bade the sun stand still t The power they had 
indeed was great, and its abuse still greater. How 
they squandered the resources of an empire, and 
taxed unborn generations, visiting the sins of the 
fathers who submitted to them upon the children, 
to we know not how many generations, is wonder- 
ful to think upon. It rests not, however, in figures 
of rain rhetoric, but in figures numerical and pos- 
itive. 

When Mr. Pitt began his system of finance, the 
debt of England, which originated in King William's 
"wara, and was coeval with the faithless treaty of 
Umerick, with its augmentation by the war against 
American independence, was 367,152,803/., and the 
yearly interest nearly ten miUions of pounds sterling : 
enough to appal the sense of any minister capable 
of looking forward, or magnanimous enough to pre- 
fer his and future generations to his own lust of 
power. When he (Pitt) ceased to goverp, it had 
reached six hundred millions and upwards. In the 
accounts laid before parliament in 1808, terminating 
at the end of the year 1807, which immediately fol- 
lowed his death, the funded and unfunded debt of 
the United Kingdom was 670,604,231/., and such its 
ratio of accumulation that it is now estimated in 
ronnd numbers at the astounding sum of one thou- 
sand millions of pounds sterling. Such was he who, 
by his interested partisans and the blind dupes of 
his talents for sophistry and mystification, was c^ed 
the heaven-bom minister ; but of. whom it was more 
truly said that he took more from the constitution, 
and added more to the burdens of his country than 
any minister England had ever known. And now, 
between the interest of that debt, amounting to 
thirty milhons, the yearly current vcxpenses, even 
in time of peace, estimated at thirty millions, the 
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taxes for the support of the beggared population eigbt 
millions, pensions two millions, the county rates, 
parish cess, tolls, &c. three millions ; the bishops'' 
tithes, and for the clergy of all denominations, of 
England, Ireland, and Scotland, bylaw or yolimtaiy,. 
seven millions ; the annual burden under which the 
people of the United Kingdom have to stagger is^ 
calculated at eighty millions.* - 

Before the war against American independence^ 
Ireland was poor, but owed no debt. . That war was 
to her 9^fratema acies^ for it was against the interests 
and inclinations of the majority of her people. It 
bestowed upon her a debt of between two aiid three 
millions ; but it brought some advantage. It gave her 
hery<^unteer army,and somewhatof a national spirit^ 
and won for her that sunny hour of independence 
and prosperity which, all transient as it Wjas, suf- 
ficed to snow what with the free emplo3rment of her 
own great national resources she might soon become: 
and for a little season, rare and woMerful, there was 
in Ireland peace, union, and contentment. But it 
could not last ; for as the web of her destiny was 
laid in malice, so it was to be still woven with the 
same continuous thread. History tells us that the 
pride of Pitt was piqued in the early period of his 
reign by the rejection of his commercial proposi- 
tions ; and from that time, it would appear, that ven- 
geance was mingled with every measure that regarded 
Ireland, and the subsequent question of the regency 
m 1788 increased his desire to overtmm her inde- 
pendence and fetter her growing prosperity. He 
chose fitting agents forthis purpose, whose obedience 
and fidelity he secu^d by a large license to oppress 
and spoil their native land ) for Pitzgibbon, Beresfoid, 
and Foster were, as well as Lord Castlereagh, all of 
Irish birth. Fitzgibbon, afterward Earl Clare, was 
made lord-chancellor of Ireland, Mr. Foster speaker 

* See Six Letters, &.c. by General O. Cockbvrn, K.C.H., and iMgi» 
irate fbr tbe coanties or PuUtn and Wie1dow,^iidandf p. 117 
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of the Irish House of Commons, and Mr. Beresford 
^rst commissioner of the reTcnue, by which means ' 
lie secured the presidencies of the parliament and 
treasury; and while the resources of Englaoid were 
employed in dictating forms of government and sub- 
sidizing unwiUing nations, the treasures wrung from 
indigence in Ireland were spent in pampering worth- 
less magnificence, bribing parhament men and par- 
liament owners, fomenting unholy religious and 
political animosities, and in entertaining a host of in- 
famous informers, creatures such as Reynolds,Bell, 
Martin, Newell, Dutton, Jemmy O'Brien, aod a thou- 
sand such others, wbose description is so admirably 
given by Curraa in the case oi Hevey against Sirr^ 
which the character and exploits of Jemmy O'l^nen 
and the episode of Hevey's mare have rendered so 
memorable. These were a part of what were called 
the " /oyo/," or the ^^ king's fyj^ends^^* sometimes sa- 
Tio:urs of their country ^^Jarot more popularly desig- 
nated the *^ battalion oMestimony;^ and the most 
polluted of them all wa^ that Reynolds, whom Lord 
EUenborough, chie^stice of the Kii^e Bench in 
Engkmd, was not asharoed to say he could embrace 
with gratitude, y^nd it is worth noting that on the 
same day whtn the corporation of Dublin, in a 
paroxysm of Onmgeism, disfranchised Grattan and a 
nimiber of the aonestest patriots, they voted the 
freedom of the cm to Lord Nelson and to Re^cnolds 
the informer, sdbh were the aUi^nces made in the 
name of the monarciiwhom it had pleased Heaven to 
afilict with mentsd darkness, and by such associates 
the government was upheld ; such the uses to which 
the pubUc treasure was devoted. 

As to the debt of Ireland, if that can be so called 
which was contracted against her consent, and if it 
were due never could be paid, it consists of two dis- 
tinct amounts, — 'that created before the Union, or the 
old debt, and that contracted since, or the new debt. 
The old debt began with the war against American 
VoL.n.--Dd 
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independence, and was on Mr. Pitt's accession in 
1784 between two and three millions, and had in^ 
creased at the time of the Union to thirty, as appears 
by resolutions brought by Sir John Newport, chan- 
cellor of the Irish exchequer, in March, 1811, before 
a committee of the House of Commons. The debt 
contracted on account of Ireland since the Union is 
said to exceed one hundred millions of pomids ster- 
ling, which amount was accumulated in seventeen 
years, notwithstanding the repeated assurances of 
Lord Castlereagh that th« Union would be a bar to all 
future augmentation of debt or taxes. Sixteen or 
eighteen millions of this debt was incurred for 
putting down that rebellion which the ministers had 
piurposely provoked ; and that part Ireland certainly 
18 not bound to pay. And Sir John Newport, more- 
over, told the British minister in his place in parlia- 
ment in 1833, that ihejktion on which the debt was 
borrowed gave England no right to require that a- 
shiUing of Irish taxes should be applied to its liqui'^ 
dation. This fiction was the assumption, against 
every remonstrance, that Ireland was able to pay 
two-seventeenths of all that was raised in England. 
When her taxes failed, and increased taxation pro- 
duced a diminished revenue, the money was bor- 
rowed in her name ; and that she neither would, nor 
could, nor ought to pay it : and yet it has been lately 
asserted by a great cabinet minister, that if England 
should give back to Ireland her parliament, she must 
be content to take it charged with her proportion of 
the imperial debt, amounting in all to erne hundred 
and thirty milhons; a heavy ransom to save the 
weaker vessel from being towed under water. Such 
have been the fruits of that Union, purchased by so 
much crime. 

Another of its bad consequences is that of abssn- 
TESisM, which it has mightily « increased. Of this no 
better picture need be given than that of one of its 
great promoters, Fitzgibbon; for his services in 
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l;liat behalf created Earl of Clare. In his speech on 
tlie Union above referred to, he says that, of twelve 
millions of Irish acr^s, at which the whole surface 
oi the island was estimated, 11,697,629 changed 
hands, and some of them were confiscated three 
times in the course of one century, and that this 
mischief was greatly enhanced by these lands pass- 
ing to foreigners never Hkely to settle in the country. 
One nobleman, he said, took 54,000/. yearly from the 
.country ; and many possessed whole baronies, who 
never expended one shilling in it. This Union-lord 
.must have known, when he made that speech, that the 
measure he was wading through blood to achieve 
-would greatly aggravate that grievance ; for which he 
nor any other has yet proposed a remedy. 

But of all the causes of the discontent and dis- 
order that still prevail, the most pregnant was the 
unfair dealing with the five millions composing the 
Oathohc community in Ireland. Hopes were given 
them, and written pledges, if common sense and 
common honestjr be the interpreters of great men's 
words, that their emancipation would follow upon 
the Union, as a measure indispensable and a reward 
due to their loyal and patient acquiescence and re- 
signation. But they found, to their astonishment 
and consternation,, that^very promise was kept that 
was made for any corrupt consideration ; and that 
places, pensions, promotions, and peerages were 
lavishly dealt out, not oply to those who first sold 
themselves and supported the measure, but still 
more to some of those who had fiercely denounced 
the whole measure and its authors in the most bois- 
terous terms, with threats of deadly vengeance. 
Two remarkable instances of this are Mr. (now Lord) 
Plunket and Mr. Bush, now lord chief-justice of the 
King's Bench. But this was not the worst. Those 
vho had been convicted, even by the unwilling ac^ 
tion of the law, of horrible atrocities were rewarded, 
and no one was censured or removed for any euor» 
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mity he had cDmmitted. Of these one instance 
among hundreds may suffice. 

Thomas Judkin Fitzg;erald, the sheriff of Tipperary, 
had flogged Mr. Wright, a respectable gentleman, 
almost to evisceration and nearly to death, for having 
in his pocket a note written in French, which proved 
to be a mere ordinary excuse for some engagement, 
unconnected with any public concern. The ease 
was so flagitious, that in spite of the leanings of 
justice Mr. Wright obtained a verdict of 500/. dam- 
ages. The sherm petitioned the pai^ament to be in- 
demnified. Tills was so strenuously opposed by Mr. 
Yelverton, that the bill did not pass ; but an act was 
passed upon the instant prospectively indenmifying 
all magistrates and officers who should in such cases 
exceed the law. The malefactor was rewarded by 
the honour of knighthood, and with a regiment, which 
he filled up with unfortunate youths taken up and 
thrown into jail, and threatened with torture and 
death unless they would enlist. Was not this enough 
to make any people vindictive and ferocious t 

The subject of the pledges given to the Catholics 
is too important to be pa8se4 oyer without notice. 

While Mr. Pitt and his agents were covertly se- 
ducing the Catholic body to support the Union by 
promises of their emancipation, they were at the 
same time tempting the Orangemen by assurances 
that the Catholic question vrpvld be for ever set at 
rest by the passing of that measure ; and it equally 
astonished both parties to hear, a short time after- 
ward, of the resignation of the minister and his 
principal colleagues, upon the ground of inability to 
carry the Catholic question. Had this been sincere 
it would have been a redeeming circumstance, and 
shed some lustre on their character. But their own 
conduct forbids that favourable impression ; for it is 
not only shrouded in dark mystery, but marked with 
mean juggle and prevarication. 

Immediately after it was known in Ireland that 
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Mr. Pitt had resigned, Lord ComwaUis sent for Dr. 
Troy, the Catholic archbishop of Dublin, and for 
Jjord Fingall, the leading Catholic nobleman, and 
delivered to them respectively the foUoMring written 
papers, to be discreetly communicated to the bishops 
suad principal Catholics : — 

Copy of Mr. Pitt's pledge to the Catholics,^'* The 
leading part of his majesty's ministers, finding in- 
surmountable obstacles to the bringing forward 
measures of concession to the Catholic body while 
in office, have felt it impossible to continue in ad- 
ministration under the inability to propose it with 
the circumstances necessary to carrying the mea- 
sure with all its advantages ; and they have retired 
from his majesty's service, considering this line of 
conduct as most likely to contribute to its ultimate 
finccess. Tlje Catholic body will, therefore, see 
how much their future hopes must depend upon 
strengthening their cause by good conduct in the 
mean time : they will prudently consider their pros- 
pects as arising from the persons who now espouse 
their interests, and compare them with those which 
they could look to from any other quarter: they 
may with confidence rely on the zealous support 
of all those who retire, and of many who remain 
in office, when it can be given with a prospect of 
success. They may be assured that Mr. Pitt will 
do his utmost to establish their cause in the public 
favour, and prepare the way for their finallv attain- 
ing their objects. And the Catholics will (eel, that 
as Mr. Pitt could not concur in a hopeless attempt 
to force it now, he must at all times repress with 
the same decision, as if he held an adverse opinion, 
any unconstitutional conduct in the Catholic body. 
Under these circumstances, it cannot be doubted 
that the Catholics will take the most loyal, dutiful, 
and patient line of conduct ; that they will not Buffer 
themselves to be led into measures which can, by 

DdS 
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my comtraction, give a handle^ to the opposers of 
their wi^^, either to misiiiterpret their^principies, 
. or to raise an argument for resisting their claims : 
but that, by their prudent and exemplary demeanoor, 
they will aShrd additional grounds to the growing 
number of their advocates to enforce their claims 
on proper occasions, until their objects can be 
ftuuiy and advantageously attained.'' 



Lard Comaaiiis^s pledge. — ^ The sentiments of a 
sincere friend to the Catholic cl^ms. If the Catho- 
lics should now proceed to violence, or entertain 
any ideas of gaining their object by convulsive mea- 
sures, or forming associations with men of Jacobin- 
ical piittciples, they must of course lose the support 
flnd aid of those who have sacrificed their own 
situations in Uieir caxne; but who would at the 
same time feel it to be their indispensable duty to 
oppose every thing tending to confusion. On the 
otfaer hand, i^iould the Catholics be sensible of the 
benefit they possess by having so many characters 
of -eminence pledged not to embark in the service 
of govmmmeirt except on the terms of the Catholic 
pdvileges being obtained, it is hoped, that on bal- 
micing tiie advantages and disadvantages of their 
sitnation,. they would prefer a quiet and peaceabk 
•demeanour to any hne of ccmduct of an opposite 
•description." 

BIr. Grey, on the 95th March, 1601, moved for as 
diu^airy into the state of the nation, and roundly 
ciiargBd Mr. Pitt with having given these pledges 
without sincerity, and that it was a delusion intended 
to be practised on the unhappy Catholics. Mr. Pitt, 
wbo still sat on liie ministerial side of the house, 
said that he had no part in the wording of that pap^, 
that it was di^wn up by Lord Castlereagh. To the 
sentimmits it contained, however, when properly ts- 
terpretedf he subscribed. 
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His words on the 17th February, in his place in , 
parliament, were still stronger, viz. — " I and some 
of my colleagues did recommend a measure which, 
under the circumstances of the Union, we thought 
of great importance to the completing of tha,t mea- 
sure, and the full attainment of all those advantages 
'which we expected to derive from it. We felt that 
conviction so strongly that the measure appeared to 
us to be indispensable: but finding we could not pro- 
pose it from govenunent,-we thought it inconsistent 
"with our duty and our honour to continue in office." 
Notvnthstanding these avowals it was still denied 
by Mr. Pitt's adherents, that he or Lord Comwallis 
had given 93xy pledges; and this induced Mr. Plow- 
den m IS05, when the Mar^is Comwallis was ap- 
pointed to the general government of India, to apply 
to him fcNc his justification, as he had published those 
documents in his Historical Review. The noble 
marquis answered, '* that he perfectly well remem- 
bered that the paper was hastily given by him to Dr. 
Troy, to be circidated among his friends to prevent 
any immediate disturbances er other bad effects from 
the accounts that had arrived. That if he used the 
word pledged, it was without authority, and only 
meant that in his own opinion the ministers by re- 
signing gave a pledge of their being friends to the 
measure of Oatnolic emancipation.'' 

8ttch»were the equivocations of these ministers. 
The Catholics, ^smayed and consternated to 'find 
tins the only fhiit of their highly commended loy- 
alty and patient resignation, implored the promised 
TOotectipn. They humbled themselves in the dust. 
They resolved to petition, and besought the minister 
who had so generously resigned for the sake of them 
and of his own honour, and of a measure indispen- 
sable to the safety of the empire, to lend them his 
countenance and to present their humble petition, 
without even asking of him to press it, but to let it 
be laid upon the tabte^ with any the most remote as- 
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suiance that they might not despair. They were told 
to hush their complaints, to beware how they pe- 
titioned, lest they should ruin their own cause -. but 
above all to beware how they formed alliances witb 
Jacobins, or enemies to the government, — a term usu- 
ally thrown in the teeth of the few and great men 
then in the opposition : and they were reprimanded 
for using so bold an expression in their petition as 
confident hope and reliance on the assurances gpiven 
to them. Mr. Pitt, refused to bring forward their 
case in any shape, and thus rebuffed they applied to 
Mr. Fox, who presented their petition in the Com- 
mons' House, and was ably seconded, among others, 
by the present Earl Grey ; and Lord Grenville pre- 
sented it, and ably enforced it as an indispensable 
measure in the Lords. 

It were tedious here to relate the perennial dis- 
cussions of this question : enoi^h to say, that they 
who gave the pledges, and those to whom they were 
given, and the monarch to whose infirmity was im- 
puted the rejection of a measure indispensable to 
the welfare of bis empire, — ^all had passed away 
and gone to their >long home before that measure 
, was conceded ; and another reign had drawn near ^ 
its close, and the generation to whom the boon was 
promised were doomed to waste like the Israelites 
in the desert; and not they, but their little ones, 
who had no knowledge to come to their inherit- 
ance.: and nearly half a century had gone by from 
the, time that Grattan told the ministers of that 
day, and their intolerant supporters, that they might 
.as well stamp their foot upon this earth to stop 
the diurnal revolution that was to advance them 
to the morning sun, that shines alike on Catholic 
and .Protestant, as hope to arrest the progress of 
the other lights of reason and justice, which ap- 
proach to lil^ralize the Protestant, and liberate the 
Catholic: and at length, when this tnie prophecy 
«r93 f^JiiWpd. it was. JHte all that belongs to Ixm 
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^OTemment, prodigious. Like the sudden transition 
in 1793 from stern denial to bland acquiescence, 
iirhich Lord Charlemont imputed to the influence 
of General Dumourier ; so here the victor of the 
Peninsula and of Waterloo, from some untold ne- 
cessity, stepped forward in the front, and gave out 
a general onler to his army of lords, and bishops, 
and commons, and to his staff, and his whole corps 
pi dependants and expectants, ^ to countermarch, 
0|>en their ranks, and receive their fellow-subjects 
"with the honours of war, and 

Qaod obtana DfTwn promittere nemo 
iLadent, TirtTenda diM ea attulit vltip. 

It was a gallant coup de main, well executed, with- 
out sentimentality, or compliment, or pledge, or 
artifice; and it showed that ministers have the 
power, when they choose to exert it, to do ffood as 
iBvell as to do wrong. But to return to the j^edges. 
The first measures in the imperial p^liament touch- 
ing Ireland were the continuance of martial law, the 
insurrection act, the suspension of the habeas corpus 
' act, and all the horrible system of coercion proposed 
and supported by Mr. Pitt and Lord Castlereagn, and 
sanctioned too by Lord Comwallis, whose opinion 
of their necessity was stated in his absence by Lord 
Castlereagh. Aiid the mild and merciful character 
of this lord-lieutenant was alleged as an argument, 
that the mighty powers thus committed to the vice- 
roy over the hves and liberties of the Irish people 
would not be abused; although it was weU known 
that he was soon to resign his station in thai cpunl^ry. 
Such was the bad faith throughout. 

What made these proceedings still more glaring 
was, that the king was made to say in his speech, 
which was not delivered till the 2d of February, 
though the parliament met on the 22d of Januaiy, 
that not only the rebellion, but the hostile spirit that 
occasioned it, had entirely ceased. And yet the 
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12th of March was the day on which Lord Castle- 
reagh moved for the renewal of a bill for martial 
law, of which the preamble stated the actual exist- 
ence of a dangerous conspiracy in Ireland to subvert 
4he government. Mr. Sheridan observed that this 
bUl was for a second renewal of the original one ; 
that the former renewal was at a time when both 
houses of the Irish parliament were addressing the 
lord-lieutenant upon the entire suppression of the 
rebellion ; so it might be renewed as often as min- 
isters desired it without evidence or responsibility. 
Messrs. Grey and Whitbread opposed it warmly ; 
but the only Irish member who jomed with them was 
Sir Lawrence Parsons, of whom Theobald Wolfe 
Tone in his journals has spoken with such waim 
encomium, and whose poem on the state of Ireland, 
beginning, 

" How long, oil slayery ! divU thine iron mace waye o^er thh iaie* 

concludes the first volume of Tone's Life. 

What then, it might be asked, could be the con- 
dition of a country where, at the time when its peace 
and loyalty were made subjects of congratulation by 
majesty itself and stated from the throne, such harsh 
and contradictory proceedings were the first-fruits 
of a measure that was to bring healing on its wings ; 
and when to the dispositions of a proconsular gover- 
nor, whose instructions to be mild or merciless may 
vary in a day, the people must look as to their fate ? 
when the most transient relaxation of atrocities 
unparalleled is a blessing to be hailed with grati- 
tude, as though it were an angel's visit \ 

Of this accursed system of martial law in the 
hands of interested fanatics, general descriptions 
give but a vague idea. How feathery light the aveng- 
ing rod of justice falls on the privileged and favoured 
delinquent, the following instance may serve to show. 

In the interval between the suppression of the 
insurrection and the enactment of the Union, when 
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policy most re({iiired some apparent discountenance 
^t the Orange ferocity, a yeoman of the name of 
'W'oUaghan murdered in the arms of his mother a 
sickly youth called Dogherty, who had moreover a 
government protection. Lord Enniskillen was the 
president of the court-martial l^efore whom the yeo^ 
man was brought for trial. No denial nor palliation 
was attempted; on the contrary, the prisoner boldly 
justified under the following order of his command- 
ing officer, proved by several officers and non-com- 
missioned officers and a private, who also proved 
tliat this order had been constantly acted upon : — 

"If any yeoman on a scouting party" (these were 
daily) " should meet with any whom he knows or sus- 
pects to be a rebel, he need not be at the trouble of 
Dringing him in, but may shoot him on the spot." 
This order seems copied from the head-cutting 
statute of Edward IV., A. D. 1466, as the whole sys- 
tem seemed but sl facsimile of ancient barbarity, and 
every wicked act had its prototype in those abuses 
Tvhich Sir John Davies has. described as the source 
of such lasting disorder, as will pr^ently be shown. 
The prisoner was without difficulty acquitted. 
And Lord Comwallis disapproved of the sentence^, 
as " acquitting Hugh Wollaghan of a cruel and de- 
liberate murder, oi which by the clearest evidence 
lie appears to have been guilty." He ordered the 
yeoman to be dismissed from his corps, and not to 
be received into any other ; and " that a new court- 
martial should be convened, and none who sat upon 
WoUaghan be admitted as members." And this was 
thought an act of most exalted benignity ! 

The immediate successor of Lord Comwallid was 
Lord Hardwicke. He was appointed by Mr. Ad- 
dington, who was pledged" to resist the Catholic 
claims. His policy was to deceive by a display of 
mildness and conciliation. He had, when he com- 
manded a fencible regiment in Ireland, issued a re- 
gimental order forbidding the freqiuenting of Orangjft 
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lodges, but he afterward fell under suspicion of 
having joined that association; and in 1804 that 
order was by desire inserted in the postliminious 
preface of Mr. Plowden, with the following remaik : 
— " It is to be lamented that when the noble colonel 
became the chief governor of Ireland, some act of 
state was not passed for checking or breaking up 
all those lodges or societies, formed for party^ or 
other mischievous purposes, the evil tendency of 
which his lordship once so clearly saw, and prudently 
guarded his regiment against.'* 

As to the poficy of Mr. Pitt in regard to the Catho- 
lics, it may welloe that he was wilhng for his own 
sake to have given them just so much of political 
consequence as would serve to counterbalance the 
presumption of the Orange faction, who had shown 
a disposition to turn upon and bite their master. 
And if the Catholic clerfi^y had accepted of the veto 
and a regium donum, and agreed to preach passive 
obedience to his wiU, they might have become per- 
haps the ascendency party, and the Orangemen the 
mutineers ; for they would without the countenance 
and protection of the minister have hardly been of 
consequence enough to be called rebels. 

It is not now a question whether a union miffht 
not have been concerted, founded upon princi|3e8 
of that perfect equality necessary between two king- 
doms, mutuaJly dependent upon each other ; nor how 
far the act and the articles of the Union were just and 
equal ; but the manner in which it was forced upon 
the nation, and all the circumstances accompanying 
its progress, have left such foul blots upon its fearfiu 
records that no wonder if such were its first-fruits 
and such its lasting evils ; that it has answered no 
good purpose ; and that all the distempers that iD 
treatment generates have but increased down to the 
present day. 

The first insurrection that followed upon the 
renewal Of the laws of terror was that of Robert 
£mmet, which has been treated as an insane attempt. 
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It is not easy for the truest friend and ftdmirer of 
^he talents and virtues of that youth to venture upon 
liis defence : his own last and most impressive wordi9 
forbid it, and they must be sacred : — ^** Let no mall 
-write my epitaph till my country is free." Oppress 
eion, we are told, maketh the wise man mad, and be 
had his sliare of it. He was the youngest and per- 
haps the most shining of three brothers, sprung from 
^fted and honourable parents, all of spotless name 
and great endowments; and if ever there were 
patriots pure and devout, they deserved that glorious 
name. His only surviving and beloved brother had 
been, by a signal breach of ministerial faithf> lonff 
incarcerated, previous to his final and perpetusui 
exile from his native land, of which he was mdeed 
an ornament ; and he himself had been long before 
tancorously expelled from his alma maters which 
never did before nor since possess so fair a bud ot 
merit and of hope ; and this for no crime alleged but 
that he loved his country, and maintained her ri^ts 
with all the energies and eloquence of youth ins|Hred 
, by truth. Noble of nature, his country's degradation 
touched his heart ; the cries of the tortured entered 
into his souL His mind caught fire — it was a holy 
flame, and may have burned too bright for mortal 

fovemment. With him too fell Russell, whom to 
now was to love. Qentle of heart and merciful in 
nature, faithful and brave, with every grace of mind 
and person, and every charm of virtufe ; he too after 
having suffered years of imprisonment without trial, 
was driven to desperation, and also doomed to die 
upon a gallows. 

There is a cloud over this subject which time may 
yet clear up, and then it may, perhaps, appear how 
far the hand of a faction, long practised in the wily art 
of luring men to their destruction, was in these trans- 
actions. The government accounts and proceed- 
ings of that day are full of contradictions, and argue 
either extreme folly, or great and wicked cruelty, 
Vol. II.— fie 
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On the night of the 23d of July, 1803 (the night 
of the insurrection in Dublin), Mr. Secretary Mars- 
den despatched an express to London, which occa- 
sioned Lord Hawkesbury to say, on receipt of it, in 
his place in parliament, that a rebellion had broken 
out more enormous than had ever before occurred ; 
and on the following day the lord-lieutenant (Lord 
Hardwicke) wrote to ftur. Foster that his govern- 
ment had been taken by surprise. Upon the trial 
of Robert Emmet, Mr. O'Grady, the attoniey-general, 
extolled the vigilance and firmness of his majesty s 
government, and the spirit and discipline of his 
majesty's troops, as if they had acquired a great 
victory over some formidable enemy. But Lord 
Castlereagh, nine months afterward, delivered an 
official account of the insurrection of the 23d of July, 
in which he stated it to have been so impotent and 
insignificant that the first repulse from a party of 
the 21st, commanded by a Lieutenant Brady, put an 
end to it ; so that none of the insurgents were after- 
ward to be met with, except a few who hid in cor- 
ners of streets under the favour of a very dark night ; 
and the whole was represented as the gathering of 
about eighty drunkards of the very lowest order.* 

Whether the Irish government were surprised, an 
imputation which they dreaded more than that of cru- 
elty or treachery, and sought themselves excuse upon 
their policy and tact, in making no show of prepara- 
tion lest the insurgents might be warned against 
rising, — for this was asserted ; or whether this asser- 
tion was true, and they contrived the explosion, as 
in 1798, remains in great obscurity and contradiction. 
But the death of Lord Kilwarden and other persons 
of consequence, n\ade it unsafe to insist too far upon 
that excuse, and an attempt was made to affix blame 
upon the commander-in-diief, General Fox, as. fa- 
. ouring the insurrection ; because he had restrained 

* Fkrt. Bttl«ta9 7th Marth, 1804. 
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^lie excesses of the soldiery during his command 
i^th a view to the peace of the country and to pre. 
vent murderous affrays. And the general was re. 
called, and grossly ubelled, but tnumphantly de. 
fendied by his brother, the Honourable Charles / ames 
Fox, in the debate on the motion of Sir John Wrot- 
tesly for an inquiry into the conduct of the Irish 
government.* 

Sir E. B. Littlehales, secretary for the war depart- 
ment, was entertaining General Craddock and a large 
party of military friends at dinner, when the dis- 
tracted and afflicted Miss Wolfe interrupted the 
revelry by announcing the murder of her father and 
brother, which she hsul just witnessed. And it was 
thought strange that Lord Kilwarden had been that 
morning at the castle with Mr. Secretary Marsden, the 
then sole and efficient minister in the absence of Mr. 
'Wickham, the chief secretary, and that though this 
secretaiy had official. intelhgence from eleven or 
twelve mfferent magistrates of the intended insur- 
rection, he should have made no communication to 
80 important a magistrate as the chief-justice of the 
King's Bench. But there was a still more lament- 
able incongruity when this insignificant attempt, as 
it has been described, was made the foundation of 
new measures of vindictive cruelty, Uttiie short of 
that which followed upon the recall of Lord Fitz- 
wiUiam, disgraced the administration of Lord Cam- 
den, and caused the rebellion in 1798. 

Tlie object in 1798 was to goad to irritation by 
open outrage, or break down the spirit of the people 
by vile degradation: that of 1803 was vengeance by 
lingering and torturing captivity.f And allowing 
Lord Castlereagh's statement to be true, for less than 
one hundred engaged in an insurrectionary movement, 
quelled by a lieutenant's party in an instant, the jails 
were filled with thousands, against whom no particle 

* See Reujp. 43, 

t nowd. Hist. IreL tinee ths Hnion, toL t. p. SM. 
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of evidence was at any time brought forward. It 
sufficed to have survived the torture, or escaped 
from the perjury of the suborned informer, to have 
incurred the malice or displeasure of an under- 
secretary, or his clerk, or runner, to be consigned 
to s. dungeon without show of pretext, without 
means of appeal or prospect of redress. There are 
yet surviving some victims' of inhuman and unwar- 
rantable incarceration, who never could obtain a 
trial of any kind, but who underwent incredible 
misery, inflicted through personal' vengeance, in the 
hopes of depriving them of life. A detail of those 
enormities was set forth in a memorial of a number 
of the sufferers, proved by affidavits sworn in open 
courts of law, and by full evidence before a parlia* 
mentary committee, to which no aniswer was given 
hy ministers or their adherents, but mysterious, eva- 
sive, and unmeaning phrases of self-commendation. 

At the meeting of the imperial parliament in the 
autumn following the insuTTectioh(2dd Nov. 1803), it 
was stated in the speech from the throne, that '' the 
leaders and inferior agents in the late traitorous and 
atrocious conspiracy had been brought ta justice, 
and the pubhc tranquillity had suffered no further 
interruption." Nevertheless two bills were brought 
in by Mr. Yorke for suspension of the habeas corpus 
act and the revival of martial law, chiefly upon the 
authority of a report from a secret committee. And 
though a few honourable men opposed the bills in 
both houses, among whom was Fox, the constant 
vindicator and friend of oppressed Ireland, and Lord 
Hutchinson, who asserted that the .ministers de< 
served to be impeached ; yet they were few, and the 
bills passed through both houses without a division. 

If it be asked how so many noble lords and hon- 
Durable commoners could be so unanimous in mea- 
sures so unjust and abhorrent, it ,may be asked id 
return what ruinous measures have not been carried 
by as great m&JQnti^s in that parliament, whose co^ 
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nption at length roused the whole Britirii nation to 
demand its refonn. But there is another answer 
^well worthy of deep attention, which has been 
already pointed out ; and that is, the false idea that 
Ireland was a subjugated, dependent, conquered 
province, to be desdt with as a colony whose pros- 
perity was dangerous, and whose commerce was to 
oe depressed in favour of the dominant nation. And 
yet it cannot be denied, that from the year 1783, at 
least, Ireland was indi^utably as independent of 
England in her laws, legislature, and trade, as Eng- 
land was of Ireland ; and ministers were no less im- 
peachable for their acts of misrule in the one coun- 
try than in the other. Happily for the English people, 
they timely anticipated the last extremities before 
the picket, pitch-cap, vnilking gallows and indem- 
nified murders and treasons had been wrought into 
their system of poUce. But why did they not raise 
their voice as audibly against these abuses in the 
taster island? For the same reasons that have 
been assigned, as will be shown presently, for the 
«vils of the first four centuries of English misrule ; 
that is to say, the hostile spirit of the administration, 
that dehvered the country into the hands of usurp- 
ing factions, and the mischievous and treacherous 
councils of the great lords, who " laboured to effect* 
a perpetual bar and separation,'' and whose interest 
lay in misrepresentation and division, and in oppo- 
sition to the true interests of both nations. 

There have been at all times men, whose names 
stand fair in history, who have in Ireland acted the 
jMort of demons. Of these two remarkable instances 
nave been cited in the persons of the heroic and chi- 
vahric Raleigh; and his friend the sweet and tenderly 
complaining poet Spenser. The former was em- 
ployed in the detestable massacre of the garrison of 
Smerwick, which had surrendered on mercy, for 
which and other such services he was rewarded 
with 4€ 000 acres of confiscated lands: the latter wa« 

Eed 
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guilty of ^liberately Tecotnm^ncling a repetition 
of the atrocious plans of extenninatioQ, of which he 
had witnessed and well described the horrors durin^r 
the desolation and havoc of the Desmond wars. In 
describing the effects of the famine, created by the 
burning of the com and laying waste the country, 
which he had before witnessed, and proposing his 
plan for a renewal of the like inhuman proceedUngs, 
lie uses these words : — " Being thus kept from ma- 
nurance and their cattle-from running abroad, by thk 
hard restraint, they would quietly consume tnem- 
selves and devour one another ; the proof whereof 
I saw sufficiently in those late wars of Munste r : for 
notwithstanding that the same was a most rich and 
plentiful country, full of com and cattle, that you 
would have • thou^^ht they would have been able to 
stand long ; yet m ,one year and a half they were 
brought to such wretchedness as that any stoney 
heart would have med the same. Out of every cor- 
ner of the woods and glynnes they came creeping, 
forth upon their hands, for their legg:es could not 
tear them. They looked like anatomies of death ; 
they spake like ghosts crying out of their graves ; 
they eat the dead carrions, happy where they could 
find them, yea, and one another soon alter, inso- 
much as the vevy carcasses they spared not to scrape 
out of their graves; and if they found a plot, of 
WKterciesses, or shamrocks, to these they flocked 
as to a feast for the time, yet not able to continue 
iherewithaH ; that in a short space there were none 
almost left, and a most populous and plentiful coun- 
try suddenly left void of man and beast. ^* 

This amorous poet, for his slanders of the Irish, 
liig adulation of Elizabeth, and his flattery of his 
patrons, Sir Phihp Sidney and the Earl of Leicester, 
stained a grant of three thousand acres of land out 
of the forfeited estates of the- Earl of Desmond, and 
took up his residence in the castle of Kilcolman, 
where he desoribes himself as a gentle shispherd. 
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keeping his sheep " under the mole thai monntain 
faore, and in the coolly shades of the green alders by 
the MuUa's ^hores/^ His tender and amorous medi- 
tations were not, however, uninterrupted. That 
mountain and those shores sent back the curdes of 
the dying and the dead ; vengeance arose and re- 
tributive justice, and during the rebellion of Tyrone 
this casUe was consumed by fire, and in it, it is said, 
a child left by the great poet in his flight. The 
8})6iler was spoiled, and died in indigence ; and his 
mend Sir Walter Raleigh, who had shown no mercy, 
found none in his turn ; but fell a victim to royal 
Tengeance, and died, not for his crimes committed 
against Ireland, (lor by the fair judgment of the law, 
but by law-murder. 

It might be said, why at this time dwell upon these 
scenes of discord, and revive the memory of wrcmgs 
that can have no remedy ? And certainly if it were 
for no better purpose than to stir up the embers and 
rouse the flame which has burned before so fiercely 
and destructively, it would be reprehensible; biit 
there is more safety in the truth than in conceal- 
ment. Those who know nothing of the histpry of 
their country but the traditions of hereditary vnrongs 
and present griefs, can learn no more from books 
than is already graven on the tablets of their hearts. 
It is for those who feel no^, know not, nor care not 
what that people suffer that truth should speak with 
trumpet-tongue. And there is no good cause why tor- 
turers should sleep on beds of roses. It is for those in 
whose hands yet rests the power of good or evil to 
relax their grasps or the conflict, though unequal, 
must be eternal. There must be some good to coun- 
terbalance so much evil. , To forgive injuries is 
indeed a godlike virtue; bitt human nature, has its 
principles stamped by the Creator, who has im- 
planted passions in the souls of men, some of which 
it is the office of reason and religion to watch over 
and restrain; 9^\Si» that are nepessary even to the 
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preservation of the species or the individual ; some 
that exalt and dignify the being virithin whose* breast 
they dvirell, and of these none are more noble than 
the love of truth, the love of freedom, and the love 
of country. Till these are extinguished in the hu- 
man heart, and man made brute, he will seek for 
justice, right, and independence by the means within 
his reach, let statesmen, lav^ers, or divines say 
what they wiU. Doubtless to bury vengeance is a 
flodlike virtue ; but there is no precept human or 
divine which bids us bury truth, or blindQy pay to 
sinful man that unreserved obedience due to God 
alone. 

And what can fall more fairly within the province 
of reason and the philosophy of history than to de- 
tect and expose to the world's light the causes of 
such long calamity ? ^ What it is that like a fatal 
charm, or deadly spell, still mars the prosperity of 
that small, but fair porti6n of the earth, which seems 
designed by the Creator for the seat of more than 
mo^tsd happiness, and yet remains ever intensely 
wretched ? Why commerce flies those shores whose 
capes and bold outstretching headlands invite the 
traffic of the universe, and beckon the mariner 
of every clime to come within the hospitable shelter 
of their protecting arms, and anchor on the golden 
sands, or ride secure upon the deep clear waters that 
lie within them ? 

It is not ancient wars, however fierce or preda- 
tory, that can account for this ; for the history of 
every country presents a similar theme, and none 
more than Great Britdn herself, so often invaded, 
and so often conquered. But there the healing 
hand of time has ministered to past distempers. 
The sufferings of Queen Boadicea or the fate of the 
noble Caractacus are subjects for the tragic muse, 
but none for present strife. The alternate havoc, 
tortures, and mt^tUations of Danes and Saxons, or 
the still more tmific cruelties and spoliations of 
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t;lie victorious Normans, fade away in the back- 
groimd of history, and no man lifts his arm to fight 
for either side. The wars for the crown that by 
reciprocal attainders thinned the nobles and swept 
away their nameless followers, or those still bit- 
terer, where Christians, in defiance of the principles 
and precepts of their professed faiths set themselves 
up to fight the battles of the Almighty with the im- 
potent and sinful arm of fiesh; these, too, have 
nearly ceased to impHcate benighted bigots in black 
and bloody crimes. But in unhappy Ireland the dis- 
tempers of past sges still survive, and ancient 
ivounds still bleed afresh. 

The best solution of this problem is from the pen 
of Sir John Davies, who filled the first offices of law 
and state under ICing James, and was his instrument 
in the great Ulster confiscation. Although utterly 
insensible to the sufilsrings of. the Irish, but, on the 
contrary* a speculative politician, who coolly dis* 
cusses the two opposite modes of rooting them out 
in w^ or governing them well, in peace : yet he 
does them Justice in two respects ; in the honour^ 
able character he gives of them, and in his genuine 
accounts of the abuses under which they lutd suf- 
fered for the space of four hundred years. 

In his " Discovery of the true Causes why Ireland 
was never subdued by England," he says that " there 
is no nation under the sunne that doth love equal 
and indifferent justice better than the Irish, or that 
will rest better satisfied with the execution thereof, 
though it be against themselves, so as they may 
have the benefit and protection of the law when 
upon just cause they do desire it. But if the Eng* 
glish," he says, " would not govern them well in 
peace, nor could in war root them out by the sword, 
must they not need be pricks in their eyes and 
thorns in their sides to the world's end, and, so the 
conquest be never brought to. perfection V* 

This author then specifies in detail, and with a 
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master's hand, the various abases practised against 
tiie native Irish; and the great conformity they bear 
to those which have been practised in our times by 
those who have had the government of Ireland is 
truly remarkable. 

" 'Piey were reputed aliens and enemies, disabled 
to bring any action, and so out of the protection of 
the law that it was no felony to kill them in time 
of peace."* What difference between this and the 
martial law and bills of indemnity, &c. in modern 
times t 

"That any who wore their beards upon their 
upper lip might be seized by any individual, and their 
goods also, and be ransomed as Irish enemies. "f 
Was this more hideous than the burning of pitch- 
caps upon the heads of those who wore their hair 
short, as is now the universal usage, not to speak 
oi other tortures, and even of summary deaths, in- 
flicted by those whose song of triumph was *' Crop- 
pies lie down;" and among whom were men m 
authority and magistrates commissioned to execute 
justice and to keep the peace 1 It was also a heavy 
charge, as showing great barbarity, that they wore 
their own hair uncovered. Was that more shock- 
ing to reason and refinement than the wig of a loi'd- 
clmnceUor at this day, made of horses' tails or old 
goats' -beards, badly imitating a lion's mane, and 
filled with powdered starch, imder which array he 
sits, gravely and solemnly dispensing justice ? 

" Power was given to any liegeman of the king to 
cut off the heads of Irishmen, and bring them to a 
certain port-reeve, to 1t>e placed upon' a stake, and 
obtain a certificate authorizing them to levy on the 
landholders of the baronies fpr their specified re- 
ward at so much for each head."| This may be 
more disgusting in terms, but is nothing more wicked 
in effect than the preferment bestowed and the sala- 

* Stat. SS, Hen. VI. A.D. 1447. t ^ Bd. IV, c. % 

^40,£d.ia , 
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lies given from the public treasury to the mis- 
creants whose consciences were stained with per-» 
juryt and their hands with blood. 

'* When the king would satisfy his conscience by 
referring to his Irish counseUors, they would an- 
irise him that the Irishry could not be naturalized 
iwithout damage or prejudice to themseiyes or to 
tbe crown, and that such as had the government of 
Ireland under the crown of England did intend to 
make a perpetual separation between the English 
aad the Irish." How does this differ from the more 
modem practices upon the conscience of the king 
for the purpose of exclusion and monopoly ? 

. " The extortion of caygne and livery y which though 
first invented in hell, yet had it been used and prac- 
tised there as it has been in Ireland, it had long since 
destroyed the kingdom of Belzebub." This abuse 
was no other than the placing the soldiery at free 
quarters upon the inhabitants, of wluch Doctor 
Leland has given a description more than justified 
by what was practised throughout Ireland to goad 
the people to a premature rebellion at the close of 
the last century. " Riot, rapine, massacre, and all 
the tremendous effects of anarchy were the natural 
consequences. Every incodsiderable party who 
under the pretence of loyalty received the king's 
' commission to repel the adversary in some par- 
ticidar district, became pestilent enemies to the 
inhabitants. Their properties, their lives, the chas- 
tity of their families, were all exposed to barbarians, 
wno sought only to glut their brutal passions, and 
by their horrible excesses to purchase the curse of 
Crod and man." 

And Sir John Davies further observes, that " this 
crying sinne did draw downe as great or greater 

flagues upon Ireland than the oppressicms of the 
sraelites did upon the land of Egypt ; for the plagues 
of Egypt, though they were grievous, were of snort 
contmuance, but tlie olagues of Ireland lasted four 
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faundred years toffether.*' Had the author lived to 
this day, he migM have added neahy three hundred 
years more to the duration of the plagues of Ireland^ 

Thus might the parallel he run to an extent t>e- 
yond the hmits of this chapter. It is only farther 
to be here observed, that for the latter period the 
distinction in great measure ceased between the 
Engtish and Irish races, or the English by birth 
and those by blood, and religion was substituted for 
the rallying word of plunder and massacre. Thus 
when the Lords of the Pale were to be stripped of 
their estates, they were driven by the lords-justices 
into a confederation with the native chiefs, but which 
jealousies and dissensions among themsehres ren- 
dered abortive, and they too had to drink the bitter 
cup even to the dregs ; and then followed the popery 
code, iounded upon the models of higher antiquity, 
and which Edmund Burice truly said had virtually 
existed centuries before the Reformation, and before 
the word Protestant was known or inveiited. TTiid 
code, if it did not prohibit alliances between the 
different races under pains of high-treason as the 
old laws did, did make the unitioig of two Christians 
in the bond of holy matrimony a felony of death. 
The destmctioil of the bi|a*ds of old was a part of 
the government tactic ; and express orders were 
given to Sir George Carew and Sir Henry Sidney 
to destroy all msoiuscripts that could be found; 
so have we seen the houses and implements of 
printers destroyed by military violence, and their 
persons incarcerated and immolated, without form 
of law or trial of any kind, as hi the two notable in- 
stances of the "Northern Star'' in Belfast, and the 
" Press" in DuMin. 

That the enormities recited by Sir John Davies 
have been even exceeded' in inOdeni davs is not so 
well known nor admitted as, for the sake of truth, 
and justice, and of lasting peace, w£dch can aaiy be 
foundead on those principled, i{ Should be. But 
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dbimdant evidence is recorded in statate-bOQks and 
rolls of parliament of this g^reat trath. There will 
be found, coexisting^, a gunpowder bill depriving the 
people of arms for their defence ; a convention act, 
to prevent meetings to petition for redress ; insur- 
Taction acts, authorizing the infliction of the curfew, 
of depopulation, banishing, dungeoning, and every 
other act of tyranny by the most unworthy agents, 
and making the sacred and holy obligation " io pro- 
mote Mmon and brotherhood of affectum among all reH* 
ffious denominations^''^ a felony of death ; bills of in* 
demnity to screen from justice the acts of sworn 
exterminators. It was upon a motion for such a 
bill upon the heel of the Union, when the speech 
from the throne had declared that all was tranquil 
and loyal, that Mr. (Elarl) Grey well observed, "that 
it should have been entided ' a bill for the encour- 
agement and protection of secret informers,' and 
that to cover every illegal act of minister^ for twelve 
years was unprecedented and unconstitutional, and 
was, in fact, the severest censure upon the adniinis- 
tration that required it."* 

Add to aU these the suspension of the habeas cor< 
pus act for a long series of years, authorizing sum- 
mary imprisonment in secret dungeons, hulks, and 
military prisons, and finallv the establishment of 
military law where no standard was raised, Aor no 
enemy in presence ; and let no man now wonder if 
a people so treated should be turbulent and vindic- 
tive ; that they should not all at once discard their 
resentments, or look with confidence to a quarter 
whence so many wrongs proceeded, and where faith 
had been so often and so lately broken. The con- 
cession of the Catholic claiAis to equality in the 
enjoyment of human rights, and the reform of the 
general parliament, are no doubt great acquisitions, 
when regarded as means of further good ; and the 

* Plowd. Hiflt. Inl. line* tbe UnUn, Tol. 1. p. lOS 
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accession to ministerial power of some who Ifdd 
through a long course of opposition, uniformly re- 
sisted the measures of t3nranny and coercion in Ire- 
land, might well encourage the hope of large and 
liberal atonement. But it must be remember^ that 
when in the year 1806 Mr. Fox^ the most constant 
and decided adversary of those oppressions, by the 
strength of his principles, and a necessity induced 
by the system which he had so long and so loudly 
denounced, was called into the direction of the royal 
councils, lus influence was little felt in Ireland ; and 
twenty-five years after his death, the Catholic ques- 
tion, all indispensable as it was pronounced to be 
even by his rivals and opponents, remained hi statu 
quo, and the reform of the parliament stilt longer ; 
and even now, when, after a long lapse of time and 
a long life of opposition, his" constant friend and col- 
league has been called to the highest station, it 
remains to see what he will, or what he can, effect 
to restore to Ireland peace and independence ; and 
if he be wilHng to adopt measures sufficiently liberal 
and just, how far he will be supported'by hiB col- 
leagues in office, and by the British public, so long 
habituated to consider Ireland as a country subject 
to and dependent upon England, and not as fully 
independent of Great Britain as Great Britain is of 
her, which she is, unless that polluted act, the 
Union, has destroyed the independent constitution 
estabtished in 1783, and <;rime has triumphed over 
law and constitution irrevocably and for ever. 

Then considering the question in its true light 
as between two equal parties, what would Eng- 
lishmen say if the Irish were, by virtue of a papal 
bull, to exercise such powers in their. country; ta 
aboUsh every right, and inffict every injury; and to- 
do, in a word, as has been done to them ; to bribe their 
parliament, ^md after using it till it became loath- 
some, make its corruption an argument for its ex- 
tinction ; if Ireland should call on Britain to pay 
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iSebts which she had not contracted, and^ to share 
-virith her in fraudident and wilful bankruptcy, whereof 
the fatal catastrophe cannot be long delayed, and 
Turhich will devote to indigence and misery, not the 
money Idngs and money-changers who for their per 
centages have ministered the means of war and 
desolation, but will fall upon the widow and the 
orphan, whose cries may reach the judgment seat of 
heaven while they appeal in vain to earthly justice. 
There can be no doubt that it would have been for 
the interest of both nations to have still remained 
in peace and amity, the prosperity of each being to 
jeach a benefit ; aiKi it is equally clear that a hos- 
tile separation would at this day be more hurtful to 
Britain than to Ireland. Great Britain has much 
power to vex and injure Ireland, but Ireland has no 
less to ruin England. Driven to despair, she might 
And allies, as did the United States of America in 
France and Spain, or the United Provinces when 
they recovered their independence through the alli- 
ance and protection of the English Queen Elizabeth. 
She might call in a foreign prince with foreign troops 
to effect a glorious revolution, as the English people 
when oppressed brought in King WiUiam ; and eveiv 
formula of revolution is already made to her hand. 
A terrible crisis may' be near, when England must 
take the foremost and most elevated ground in oppo- 
sition to the unholy alliance against the independence 
of nations and the rights of mankind, or sink to 
insignificance, and tamely suffer the Cossack's lance 
and swords of vassal boors to give the law : and then 
farewell that boundless commerce, that triumphant 
0ag, and sovereignty of the ocean, that will not be 
forgotten nor forgiven. What a difference then, 
should Ireland be with her heart and hand, or heart 
and hand against her. This is the point upon which 
Knglish people and English ministers should medi- 
tate both night and day, while Irishmen of all de« 
iuominations shovdd, if they will not be for ^v^r do 
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Cipised and trodden upon, learn to forbear, and to for- 
nye, and to unite together in brotherhood of affec- 
tion, and to make that holy union once so auspi- 
ciously begun the subject of their prayer at rising 
and at setting day, the burden of their matin and 
their evening song. 

Here, though as yet upon the threshold, we must 
stop. It were too long to follow all the meanderings 
of fickle policy and fluctuating councils: the fre- 
quent shiftings of ministers, deputies, and secre- 
laries, as gamblers change cards, places, and part- 
ners when their art fails, and they invoke blind For- 
tune. What regards the Cktholic question may be 
thus summed up. When on the passage of the 
Union they claimed the fulfilment of the promises 
made to them, and expressed a confident hope and 
reliance on the honour of the government, they were 
told that such expressions amounted tb a presump- 
tuous menace, and that if tney petitioned they would 
lose their best friends, and only injure their own 
cause. When they adverted to the pledges given to 
them, those pledges were denied ; and when pro- 
duced in writing, ministerially interpreted so as to 
mean nothing. Their loyalty and resignation were 
commended, but also made arguments for leaving 
them as they were. In war or insurrection, conces- 
sion was dangerous ; in peace, useless. And when 
their patience was exhausted, and they placed their 
petitions in the hands of the liberal members of the 
opposition, then they had sealed their doom by join- 
ing with enemies of government, and abetters of 
jacobinism and French principles. When the pope 
assisted at the coronation of Napoleon, and was a 
captive in his hands, all temporal and spiritual 
poorer was said to be united in the dispenser of 
thrones and empires, and then it was no time for in- 
dulgence. When his return was hailed by the Brit- 
ish at his court, and a loan from the British treasqry 
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offered to his holiness, there was stiU a fear that he 
might be succeeded by a cardinal allied by kindred 
to the mighty enemy.* When that enemy fell a 
prey to the only power that he could not conquer, 
nis own inordinate ambition, and victory deserted 
the banner that wisdom had forsaken and liberty 
disowned, then there was no fear for England, and 
of course no hope for Ireland. And when at length 
the two great measures of reform and emancipation 
joame, as " hope deferred maketh the heart sick,'' so 
they brought to a mortified and indolent body neither 
joy nor health. And Ireland stiU remains, as through 
her long night ^f misery, morbidly excited by the 
keen feeling of past wrongs and present suffering, 
without peace, or arts, or commerce, or civilization: 
and even the rude produce of her soil swept off to 
be consumed without return in another country; 
and her liberation resting still in dim and distant 
hope. 

One hope there is ; if it prove vain then all is 
iranity. It is in the renewal and furtherance of that 
UnicMi which, in spite of adverse interests and un^ 
foreseen disasters, went so near to make of Ireland 
a nation, and of her children a people. When the 
CathoUcs, represented by men of unsophisticated 
understandings, and acting in the spirit of the age, 
embraced their countrymen who had first lent them 
a succouring hand ; and when they vowed together 
on the altar of their country to abjure those hatreds 
fomented by their enemies, which had set Christians 
against their Christian countrymen with a zeal no 
less than that of infidels in the dark days of pagan 
superstition, pride was alarmed and prejudice was 
Bhocked. And the Oligarchy, which, like the Mame- 
luke powers of Egypt, servile and tyrannical, 
preyed upon the people with whom they felt no 
«jmpathy, saw nothing in this Union but a treason- 

* Caidioal FsscIl 
Ff« 
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aMe coRspiracy aj^nst their prescriptive srvray; 
and this sacred obligation, which warred against the 
oath of sworn exterminators, was made by law a 
felony of death. And many were the martyrs who 
fell by the law and by the. sword, whose virtues 
were enough to consecrate the axe, the cord, and 
all the vilest implements of their destruction. But 
there was in the motive and the object an ennobling 
principle which gave to those even in the humblest 
walks of life a dignity and elevation which did not 
forsake them imder the severest trials. 

A comitry lad was tortured to enforce a disclosure 
of some hidden arms, and his sister was brought to 
witness the proceeding. She could not bear to see 
his £^nies, and she discovered. He raised his 
languid eyes and said, " Oh, Jenny, I could have 
borne it aU, and in dying blessed you ; but now you 
have brought disgrace on me, and ruin on the 
cause." 

But the death of matrtyrs is no reason why the 
eommonwealth should be despaired of. Individuals 
have ceased to exist, but their principles were true 
and are imperishable. And it seems as an ordinance 
of Almighty Providence that man^s regeneration, 
like his first birth and entrance into life, should be 
through pangs, and throes, and toil, and suffering: 
for history tells us of no nation that ever yet re- 
deemed itself from long and heavy bondage, but 
through the sufferings of devoted victims. Some 
boldly perish in the first assault ; others who follow 
pass over them to victory, and enter in the breach, 
and share in the rejoicings of the haird-won victory. 
But the brave who led and fell will be cherished in 
memory by everj^ honest patriot whose heart is 
capable of expanding beyond the envious and nar- 
row sphere of self. And when some future day of 
trial comes — when all is to be won or to be lost- 
voices which the rude executioner had silenced may, 
when under better auspices invoked, arise from out 
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the tomb, and marshalling together the tiving and 
the dead, rally all friends of freedom to her glorious 
standard. If that day should come when civil and 
religious strifes shall cease, and all that is good shsdl 
follow as it must, happy the time-worn patriot who 
shall see that consummation 1^ which his very being 
vras devoted : then may he raise his grateful eyes 
and voice to heaven, and lay him down in peace to 
tsJce his rest. 

The only duty that was left for the survivors of 
those days of terror they have discharged : that was, 
so to live that in their lives their countiv should not 
be disparaged. Many sought an asylum in this 
country, who in public or in private stations have not 
swerved from their integrity, and some yet hving 
within the precincts of the tity where I write mi^ht 
be cited and enumerated, but that their honest pride 
would not brook it, for men of their true stamp are 
never ostentatious or vainglorious. But there is 
one upon whose worth death has already set his au- 
thentic seal, of whom a few words may not seem 
misplaced. 

When Thomas Addis Emmet, on the field of his 
renovni, and in the full exercise of bright intellect, 
was by the mandate of Almighty power called in 
one moment from life into eternity, and sunk into 
the arms of his heart-stricken colleagues and weep- 
ing brethren, words cannot paint the scene 6( sud- 
den sorrow, and the sensation that seiased upon the 
hearts of all who witnessed the catastrophe. And 
not in these alone, but throughout the whole com- 
munity there was but one consentaneous feeling of 
deep and sad regret. . The rumour, as it flew fiom 
tongue to tongue, soon overspread the wide-extended 
city which claimed him for its own, and like the 
overcasting of a summer^s cloud so quickly turned 
the sunbright day to darkness. The hiills of justice, 
which that voice was never more to charm, were 
jdlent aU, save in resolutions passed in his honour, 



144 HISTORY OF IRIELAND. 

or in the mnnxiurs of deep concentrated feeling' and 
affection. The press, the true expositor of public 
sentiment, breathed nothing but his eulogy, no mat- 
ter what the shade of party or opinion, for every 
pen seemed instinct with the pure love of virtue. 
Nor could any studied eloquence surpass the prompt, 
vuisought, unbought effusions which that love in- 
spired. The municipal authorities,, free chosen 
representatives of the will and wishes of their fel- 
low-citizens, with the insignia of their office, waited 
on his obsequies : grave and reverend men bore up 
his pall, ana followed his remains. The sag-es of 
the bench, the hpe in years and honours of the bar, 
and ail the youi^ aspirants met together, and with 
one voice decreed him every testimoniad in their 
power-^an image of his outward lineaments, and a 
tablet of their recorded love in monumental stone. 
But that lifeless image and that cold marble could 
not speak the glowing sentiment that lived within 
their bosoms. They resolved besides that his virtues 
should be recalled in living speech : and had he who 
^ed the highest office in the state, whose name is 
in the naiionV annals identified with all its highest 
interests, been spared, Emmet^s virtues would have 
received new lustre when told by Clinton's tongue. 
But ere be could discharge the claims of friendship 
he too was snatdb^ away, and became himself the 
fiubject of ^endid eulogy. It was, moreover, re- 
solved, as a fiurther incitement to the younger mem- 
bers of the profession, and as a model for their 
imitation, that there should be written a history of 
his whole life; and with that honourable duty I was 
i^harged. 

Fnends of my friend, friends of depa^ed excels 
lence, friends kind and dear to me, forgive me if I 
have not performed that task, which, could I have 
executed it in any manner worthy of you or of your 
cherished object, would have been the crowning 
iprape ai^ bonpur of my life. But vainly have I 
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sought those helps which might have heen en)ected. 
The destrojring hand of par^ rage had been but too 
successful. In those days of terror and of domi- 
ciliary visits, while your beloved brother lay captive 
in a solitary cell, every letter and every paper which 
bore his name was, from panic or prudential caution, 
cast into the* fire. I speak this from authority. His 
children then bom were but in tender infancy, and 
could not, more than those since bom, contribute 
anj information of his earlier life ; and other sources 
grrief has frozen up. Of the friends of his youth, 
some have departed this life, i^ome have tumed 
their faces to the quarter where fortune and patron- 
age are to be sought, and some are withheld by fear 
of penal consequences. From the time that he 
transferred his household gods over the seas he held 
no correspondence with his native country, but on 
necessary bui^iness: and it must here be stated, 
however it may jar upon the sense of civilized hu- 
manity, the bill tnat banished him contained a clause 
that made it felony to correspond with him. 

Thus darkness broods upon one hemisphere while 
light beams on another. Born in a land of o^^res- 
sion, where virtue scarce can live, his lofty energies, 
his upright soul^ and large endowments foredoomed 
him to be adjudged a rebel and a traitot. Here, on 
the other hand, in the full hght of law and liberty, he 
lived to be admired and honoured, and after death to be 
remembered as a rare specimen of human Excellence 
and a model for imitation. Had he been of baser 
mould, could corraption haye won him to betray, 
who can doubt that such taients would have com-r 
manded the highest of those rewards so lavishly be- 
stowed on meaner men. And well did it become 
the sons of freedom to set against the courtly titles 
that gild the faithless, those higher honours which a 
sovereign people only can bestow, and a virtuous 
citizen only can deserve. In holding him forth as a 
model for youthful contemplation, you wisely con*- 
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mdted those s3mopathies which nature's Author iin*- 
planted in the human heart when he gave to virtue 
its beauty and attraction, that men might admire 
and imitate, and become good by imitation. The 
example of a good man's life acts like the noiseless 
process by wl^ch nature works her most beneficent 
ends, and wins to the side of honour and of virtue 
converts upoivwhom laws of penal sanction have no 
force. 

The history, then, of such a life is not of small 
concern ; nor will eager and enlightened curiosity 
be easily satisfied, nor ought it to be so. Where 
greatness consists in^ some particular and successful 
achievements,-^in battles won by sea or land, in 
institutions founded; and endowed ; or where learned 
volumes form the massive columns of a lasting repu- 
tation, there the relator has but an ordinary task, 
and it has even been said by a wise critic, that it is 
easier to praise a bad man than do justice to a 
good one. 

The friend who moved the resolutions of the 
New- York bar observed, that to do justice to the 
character of Emmet would require talents equal to 
his own ; and this was true as to a eulogy : but my 
task would have been history, and the simplest nar- 
rative of his pure hfe woidd have been eulogy 
enough. Had I possessed the means of tracing all 
his steps from his cradle to his grave, no idle affect^ 
ation should have spoiled the beauty of such a nar^ 
rative ; and to its truth and simplicity 1 shpuld have 
trusted for indulgence. ICould I have shown from 
authentic sources all thjKWonged to such an indi- 
vidual, all that went to fthe composition of such a 
character, grateful vrovm have been Uie task. To 
show distinctively hovmoaucih was owing to organic 
structure, and inheripd from those to whom he 
owed his being; hoy much more to education; 
what to the early cullpre of a tender mother ; what 
U> t)ie guidaiice pf af accomplished father in riper 
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ars ; what to the practical and all- important lesM 
sons of example in the polished and harmonious cir-> 
ole of domestic love ; what the first indications of 
^hose early sensibilities which are the life-springs 
of genius ; how the yoUng seedling by its vigorous 
instinct pushed forth its tendhls to seize on tho 
supports by which it was to climb ; how it gteW, 
liow it budded, how it blossomed^ and bore such 
rich, luxuriant fniit ; #hfei*e arid how those rudi- 
ments of learning Wj|fe acquired which form the 
scaffoldihg Of highesfknowledge ; in what courses 
of aicadenlic study be delighted and excelled ; what 
Authors he prefei:;|^d; and how he attained the 

freatest end of knowledge, the power to make his 
nowledge useful; how, when enriched by liberal 
attainments, he went abroad to seek in foreign 
travel for new objects of comparison and a know- 
ledge of mankind, without which learning acquired 
by study is but vague, and unavoidaft^le prejudices still 
beset the understanding ; how he carried with him, 
like a merchant who embarks with a large assort- 
ment fitted for exchange, a stock of information to 
repay what he received. How precious would have . 
been that correspondence which would have im- 
parted the first fresh observations of a mind so strong 
and so profound ; but still more precious would have 
been the efiusions of a fond and faithful heart, had it 
been permitted to break the sacred seal of pmns and 
tender love. But without these precious monu- 
ments, which neither zeal nor industry conM supply, 
to attempt to write the biography of such a man must 
prove to the writer, a»to the reader, a mjortifying dis- 
appointment and a failure, tt is welt known that 
from the time that he resumed his profession in this 
country, his days were spent in courts, and hiar 
nights in deep research ; and his life furnished few 
incidents but those connected Mrith his forensic dur- 
ties. At home, surrounded by his wife, his cbildFen, 
and his cbildren's children, nid pleasures centred. 
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The moments were few, but exquisite, when he 
could discharge himself from amdous toil, and 
mingling with the sports and pastimes of the little 
ones, stoop to their caresses, hearken to their prat- 
tle, suid make his great mind obedient to their whims. 
Such were the pure sources of endearment that re- 
freshed his sittht, and prepared him for renovated 
labour. 

In the Appendix will be found the inscription on 
the taJ>let wnich, with a well-executed bust, consti- 
tutes the monument erected by the New- York har, 
overlooking the spot where Emmet's Toice w^as 
heard for the last tmie. There also will be found, in 
a report of his early and constant friend Dr. William 
James MacNeven, a description of the colunm raised 
to his memory by sons, descendants, and friends of 
Ireland : also a letter from Gpvernor Clinton, con- 
nected with the subject ; and an account of his fbrst 
appearance in the highest court of the nation by one 
of its most accomplished members. 

If in speaking of this departed friend I should be 
charged with enthusiasm, it is a charee to which an 
entire enlightened community is equaUy obnoxious. 
If the testimony. I have borne to the inte^ity of the 
United Irish patriots be impeached, as that of a party 
involved, consistency and justice require that I 
should repeat what I have before publicly averred :* 
that when my name was inserted in a warrant with 
a number of others, some of them friends whom I 
have never ceased to esteem, and others who were 
strangers to me, I was neither entitled to the credit 
nor liable to the responsibihty belonging to their coun- 
cils. And as there was no evidence nor charge against 
me, and all trial or inquiry was refused, that pro- 
ceeding was in the eye of justice nothing short of the 
crime which ,in the Jewish law is calleid man-stealing, 

* 8«9 Memoirs of Wm. SampioQ. . 
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in the civil law plagium, and by both punishable with 
cleath ; and which in the law of England is called 
leidnapping', and punishable by fine, imprisonment, 
and pillory. And should those crimes, of which I 
-wras not the perpetrator, but the victim, be of virtue 
to deprive me, not only of my liberty, but of my 
oredit also % 

Although I have not the means of doing justice to 
t:he biography of Thomas Addis Emmet, for want 
of the interesting particulars of his earlier hfe ; yet 
from the time that our friendship was cemented by 
a common sympathy for our afflicted native land 
there were in our destinies some striking coinci- 
dences. We had been associated in the defence of 
the injured, and the prosecution of the guilty : we 
were arrested by the same process, subjected to like 
solitary imprisonment, banished by the same act of 
parliament, one order struck both our names from 
the roU of barristers, and the same star led us to the 
same resting-place. And should I live till that time, 
which may not be far distant, when unjust power 
shall cease to weigh down honesty, when generous 
sympathies shall have free expansion, and returning 
justice shall unlock her stores ; I may yet, perhaps, 
be enabled to complete the task^ to which I stand 
engaged by duty and, by inclination. And hot of 
him alone, but of countless others might the history 
be written. And many there were in whose hearts 
the duties of my profession and the ties of friend- 
ship gave me to read, when there was no conceal- 
ment or reserve, and nobler never were. They did 
for their country what they could ; and, when they 
could do no more, they met their fate with manly 
firmness. And he, if such there be, who thinks suc- 
cess the only title to remembrance, is himself imde- 
serving of confidence and unworthy of success. 

Careat sueoessibiui opto 
QolsqniB ab evenm facta notanda putat. 

Vol. IL— Gg 
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Fortune is fickle, and man is changeable ; and it 
was, theiefcHpe, wisely said that no life can be pto« 
nounced happy or unhappy, Tirtiioas or Yicioos, tin 
its close* May he, then, who aspires to lead his 
coontry onward to freedom and prosperity, porsiie 
his object with as much rectitude, and better for' 
tuneS) than those who went before ; and so act as 
that whether fortune Irown or smile he may luive 
the approval of his own conscience, and be desenr- 
inff of the world^s regard : and to that end, let him 
foDow the advice of the oracle to the stoic Zeno, 
who, whf n he inquired altw whait manner he should 
live, received for 
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Jbyort <!f A-. JfiMiwvm in retolMn to Ifr. £mm«C« 

Wi MMmble to receive the report of the metMiree which 
have been adopted for comj^etinff the noble monument 
raised withiii new of this ipot. 1^ are all aware that we 
had latelj among Ui a penon of extraordinary endowments, 
one whom we knew intimately, whom we ioTcd affection- 
ately. Nor was it only for his bland manners, and fine 
sensibilities of heart, and constancy in friendshqi, and firm* 
ness in principle : his character had also an elevating influ- 
ence on the feme of his coantiy. He ranked among the 
highest of its gifted sons who display its fertile genius and 
its social spirit, who introduce the name of Ireland to the 
respect of the world. Commensurate with his value to 
relatives and friends, and to this his long-adopted home, was 
the appalling sensation that pervaded our dty on the sudden 
occasion of his lamented death. Thoiias Aodis Emmbt 
feiH unadmonished by previous illness, in the midst of his 
forensic achievements, in this hall, in this field of his re- 
nown. It happened, not Inaptly to the tenor of his course, 
that he began his advocation at the bar of New-Tork as 
counsel for the Manumission Society, Irindicating the rights 
of man. in the person of the African ; and that he closed 
his brilliant career while defending a most humane bequest 
to superannuated seamen ; having commenced and con- 
cluded his transatluitic life in the service of liberty and 
charity. 

Emmet was moulded in Nature's happiest combination to 
fit him for his destined service. He possessed the physical 
qualities necessary to an accompUshed speaker, with hi|^ 
intellect to master and employ knowledge ; with imagina- 
tion and feeling to sway the passions and t^ heart, and 
wUh the power of iooessimt Ubour to collect, disci pli n e , and 
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perfect the T&ried materials of his argumentative and impas- 
sioned oratory. When we see a man thus favoured by 
natural talents, and thus accomplished by education, vre be- 
hold one of nature's rarest, finest works. It is not surpris- 
ing that his removal in one unexpected moment from this 
busy life's vocations to the oblivious silence of the tomb 
should produce, as it did, a general* burst of sorrove and a 
common sense of bereavement. This feeling speedDy 
showed itself in a meeting of citizens convened by public 
advertisement on the evening of the 21st of December, 
1827. It was there resolved, <* That a subscription be 
opened for erecting a monument to the late Thomas Addis 
Emmet, commemorative of his virtues and genius." 

The resolution then adopted stands accomplished in the 
monument close by^ which will evermore throw a melan- 
choly grandeur on the cemetery of St. P^yPs church. It 
is a marble monolithe of thirty feet elevation. It is inscribed 
on three sides in three laneruages; That part of the English 
inscription beginning with the words In Americoj. and end« 
ing with the word brilliant, was written by Gulian G. Ver- 
planck, a representative from this city in the Congress of 
the United States. The entire Latin inscription is from the * 
classic pen of John Duer, counsellor at law ; and the few 
lines of Irish were furnished by the Right Rev. Dr. Eng- 
land, Bishop of Charleston. These compositions, so chaste 
and beautiful, were spontaneously offered by' gentlemen not 
intimiftely connected in friendship with the deceased, nor 
liable to the weakness or bad taste of flattery ; but being 
superior themselves in genius and learning, they freely gave 
to merit the generous applause which it is xhost sure of 
receiving from kindred desert. 

In the first moment of enthusiasm, the subscription was 
injudiciously limited to a small sum for each subscriber, — 
but as the idea of a more noble work«oon suggested itself 
to persons of taste, it was se^ that more ample means than 
the first contributions would be necessary Jf At this junc- 
ture a new impulse was given to the sub»npti(m by firiends 
and clients' of the deceased, and by jgiblic-spirited indi- 
viduals who wished to encourage wS adoption of the 
present beautiful and costly obelisk. ,<r 

While inquiries were being made for estimates and 9, 
suitable material, news arrived of the so-caUed CathoKa 
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•pitefal prohibition annexed againit receiving any more 

Cfitholic rent, under pain of forfeiture to the crown. Oa 

all this being known to us here, the friends of Ireland dts^ 

solred their association, and turned over to the monument* 

fond the sum then remaining in the hands of their treasurer. 

^^r. Sampson, who moi^ Snr this appropriatioD, observed 

thl|t ** while we rejoiced in the triumph of civil and religious 

_ libmy, and paid due honours to the living patriots, it might 

be wl!|U to remember those ^o are no more. In domg so 

we siKMd act worthily, and give to those who may at some 

fatore da^Jiave to sustain the same graat cause at the peril 

of Ufe and liberty, in defiance of the tvrant's viengeance, to 

feel and hope^at though their suffenngs may be great, yet 

that they will rii^ be forgotteh ; that ai the hour df death, 

or in the dongeMi's silent gioom, when no friendly voice 

ean reach their ws, no friendly 8t0p approach them^ no 

other consol|tion UUin the proud consciousness of virtue 

bear them up ; yet, umt if they live and die faithful, uncor* 

rapted, and unsubduecL they wQl not be left forgotten in 

a neglected grave.* It m^y be diflScolt,'? continued the elo» 

qoent speaker, ** where midtitudes have devoted themselves 

with equal magnanimity, tofllMtinguish or select ; but some* 

times occasions wiU pres^it themselves where the honour* 

ing of one is the honouring ofNdl,'and wh^re, for the sake 

of idl, the opportunity should not^ lost.*^ 

The net sum in the treasurer's Vinds was one thousand 
and six dollars and sixty-six cents )\^he friends of Ireland 
in Brooklyn added to it all that accrued with them since the 
last payment of rent, twenty dollars; the friends of Ireland' 
in GharlMton, South Cardina, sent one hundred dollars ; 
and those in Savannah one hundred and twenty-fbur dollais 
and twenty-five cents, to aid the same patriotic purpose. 
AU felt that those moneys originally raised to subserve reli- 
gious liberty in Ireland, though they could not any longer 
be applied to that particular ofcrjeet, remained nevertheless 
appropriated to the cause of Ireluid, and would now be well 
empk>yed in doing honour to the enlightened policy of the 
United Iriihmen, and to the national oiaraeter abroad. ^ So 
conspicuous a memorial of what this is capable of exhibit* 
ing in its best form is what no Irishman can behold without 
eBHilMioDt md no Ameiioaii can look on vinthont zw^pecl» 

Qg 
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Those who -would lightly asperse the Irish, or, without datf 
allowance for their unhappy position at home, who woalc) 
exaggerate their faults, we will beckon to this monument, 
and it will disarm their censure, — ^perchance it will , touch 
their hearts for a noble people, suffering long adTcrsity 
without debasement, and who j iwierin alj_Jbe^ thraldom 
had the mean.Qesg.JLQj>ajreco nciled toThwf op^egsibmir 

^ This affecting memorial Wtitalso~6'esio^ 'UiMfSiT^untiy- 
men a universal education : the rapid education of example, 
the happy inspiration of what is just, noble, and beaatiful in 
morals and conduct, which transforms the character at a 
glance, and which, like divine grace, received in an instant, 
purifies the affections and actions for ever. Of the thou- 
sands upon thousands who have emigrated, and- who still 
emigrate, to this blessed land, how many, under the pressure 
of English misrule, h»ve lost the advantages of a good edu- 
cation ! Wp see the finest materials in the world, the best 
heads and th^ best hearts running to wild and unprofitable 
luxuriance, likXour.own rich prairies of the west, for want 
of due cultivation. I wish, for the love I bear m^ natiye 
country, that her SQns would venerate the genius of their 
ancient land, and that peeping ever present, to their thoughts 
the noble instances it afifbi^s of talent, -probity, and honour, 
they Would so revere themselves as never to swerve £rom 
the dignity of their origin. S|t is not to our commemorated 
countryman alone that this mtmument is devoted ; it is not 
his excellence alone that it records, but it turns the mind 
back in melancholy contemplation upon those national vir- 
tues which he eminently exhibited,-^a love of liberty for all 
Irishmen, a love of independence for all Ireland, that neither 
time nor exile could diminish, that violence could not in- 
timidate, and disaster could not subdu^. . 

It is the historical fate of patriotism when exerted in ad- 
vance of general intelligence to attract the vengeance of 
alarmed power, while it receives only the timid assent of 
hesitating friends. Persecuted on one side, unsustained on 
the other, the monumental fane of genius alone survives^ 
and like the splendid ruins in the Palmyrene desert^ gains a 
solemn sublimity from the surrounding desolation. 

Must prudence, then, hold patriotism back until all are 
duly prepared for the exercise pf their rights ? until they 
learn without a preceptor to remedy their wrooga^ and to 
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their strength with advantage, unaided by the counsel 
or guidance of a friend 7 Tyranny would never blench at 
xedress so long deferred, which no man could hope to see in 
liis own day. |^or all good works there must be found for- 
titude to begii J and the me ssenger <^_truth has to preach 
^t0^he way of sanation thoQ^li martyrdom were in'itv tralh. 
It was not to remain for ever unemployed that the defensive 
feelinff which surges against oppression was planted by 
Providence in the human heart. We are instruments in 
its hands for purposes we do not see ; but this much we 
know, that when it permitted the tyrant it ordained the 
patriot, and that the antagonist powers which preserve the 
health and symmetry of our physical frame are repeated in 
our intellectual nature, and given to repress the growth of 
moral evil. Whether we fall on serene or stormy days im- 
ports every thing to our individual happiness ; but even in 
our sufferings we may he establishing the rights of our 
country. 

Forty summers have closed around the United Irishmen 
since they made Catholic emancipation and parUamentary 
reform the leading measures of their policy. They found 
all the Catholics of Ireland, the great majority of its popu- 
lation, reduced by the operation of the, ferocious penal laws 
to the condition of slaves, in all things but being vendible, 
to the very meanest of their Protestant countrymen. Not 
only did the British government embrace every severity that 
could waste the vigour of the nation, but all the rights of 
humanity and every duty of life were sacrificed by its direc- 
tion or connivance, so this would promote the self-interest 
or gratify the rancour of the favoured party. 

There was a law of discovery by which a man who be- 
trayed the confidence of his friend, if he was a Catholic, 
possessed himself of that friend's estate. There was a law 
which disabled the Catholic father to be guardian to his own 
child, or to educate him. There was a law which made 
the disobedience and apostacy of the Catholic child the 
means whereby to disinherit his father. There was a law 
for robbing a Catholic of his horse on the highway, if when 
interrogated he confessed his faith. There was a law to 
prevent the education of Catholic children, and to punish 
Catholic teachers as convicts : To banish the Catholic 
clergy, and to huig them if they returned; To prevent 
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Catholict firom puichaaing or inheritingr landed estate* i 
From hftTing arms for their defence : To debar them fiom 
the profession of the law : To prevent them from hoM&ig 
any office of trust, honour, or emolument, voting at electioo8» 
or sitting in parliament. 

The United Irishmen found their country under the gor- 
emment of those laws, and of perhaps a hundred more, all con- 
ceived in the same spirit, and all elaborated with consummate 
skill to rob, harass, and insult a defenceless people. Tliose 
statutes, without parallel for their inhumanity, were fi r aiu e d 
against Christians, under pretence of securing the Protest* 
ant reliffion. They were enacted by Irish Protestants, po^ 
Utical Aotestants, than whom no sect has cried more loiidly 
against persecution when Protestants were the maxtyis. 
I^r all this the Protestant religion is not persecuting in its 
nature. When true to its origin it is necessarily tolerant, 
and acts against its proper spirit whenever it coeiees ooih 
science, or compels uniformity of worship throofh means 
of disabilities, or subscription to its articles of fiiith by 
fbrce of the. secular arm. What indeed .would be more in* 
consistent than to profess the right of every man to judge 
of Scripture for himself, and then to punish him ibr having 
done so t The crimes of the dominant party are not jostly 
chargeable upon the Protestant religion, though committed 
in its name. They were bitteriy deplored by the United 
Irishmen of all religions, and by none more than the patriot 
whom we commemorate ; himself a member of the estab- 
lished church, but no abetter of its injustice. 

Through all this long persecution the conduct of England 
wore a visor of hypocrisy. It was not the conversion of 
the Irish it desired, but their spoliation, division, and sub* 
jection. If united in religion, they mi^ht unite for their 
worldly interest, and a means of weakenmg them by dissen* 
sion would be lost. The English mission never had the 
merit of even being honestly foatical ; it was cold-blooded 
and crafty. Its conduct was not fteebl^ palliated by the 
mistaken sincerity of blind zeal, i^ch tune might poflen 
and philosophy assuage. It had the more terrestrial mo- 
tives of insatiable rapacity, the appetite for plunder, and the 
desire of battening on the green pastures of Ireland. This 
is the eatine ca&er which neither time nor reason ever 
cures, andvraich is now as deroixring as tonthebeginniqi. 



APPENDIX. 357 

the laws had disfranchised four-fifths of the popula- 
aII the emoluments of office, all the wealth of the 
kt church in the world, all the distinctions of power, 
all t.l^e pomp, circumstance, and advantages of dominion fell 
izmtc» ^be lap of the favouired few. These men never wished 
tM» lessen the pretext of their gains ; they never sought the 
coviv^rsion of their helots by any means that ever made 
proselytes to any cause. 

17 he domestic spoliatipn of the Catholics was the share 

of" tlie Irish Protestants in this wholesale rohbery. The 

spoliattion of the Irish nation was the part of England in 

tbe boundless plunder : jshe took the whole trade, prosperity, 

ajiad independence of Ireland, which the Irish Protestants 

freely surrendered for the Ucense to pillage and tyrannize at 

lioixie. These^rongs inflicted and endured begat mutual 

Hatred and freeuent collision, ancl will account for the little 

-anion amon^rishmen, and the ferocity of character to be 

found in these districts where the adverse parties came of- 

tenest into contact. 

This baiter of a nation's rights for the lucre of a faction 
is what was called the Protestant ascendency in church and 
fllate. It was. also called the British constitution. ^Against 
tliat impious combination of treachery within apa tyranny 
from, without, the United Irishmen pointed tkeir oath of 
'wmon, — " To forward a brotherhood of affecJUon, a commu- 
nity of rights, an identity of interests^ and a union of power 
among Irishmen of every religious persuasion :'' it was this 
oath, embracing the precept of "love one another," that 
the British government prosecuted as a felony of death, and 
for which it sent frequent victims to the scaffold. It was 
made treason by that government for Irishmen to love one 
another, to bury religious feuds in charity, and to promote 
as brothers the welfare of their native land. ^ 

Emmet did not live to behold the triumph of the Catholic 
cause, that happy accomplishment of one of the great 
measures to which he devoted fortune and life. It was in 
1829 that various circumstances, domestic and foreign, 
among which the threatening aspect of the Catholics, their 
perfect union, improved knowledge, and the publicity given 
to their case throughout the civilized world, with the strong 
sympathy of America in their behalf^ induced the Irish gov- 
etamejst to compel the church party in Ireland to relinquish 
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its Bflcendency over them, rather than risk tlie Umm of JM^^ 
own dominion over the Irish nation. ^ 

But the subjection of conscience to those cniiel infivd 
tions was itself only incidental to a greater evil, and tfalm, 
one the United Irishmen aimed above all things to remonu ■ 
It was the root of every other calamity, and until conettcA . 
no good could be permanent, no secarity could be lasting 
improvement was hardly possible. This master grievaaotf 
Was partly the want, partly the perversion of a national re- 
presentation. In the parliament of a people adequately 
represented, its interests are prosecuted with its consent 
and confidence. A knowledge of all the ameliorations in 
government, in the science of politics, in commeice, arts, 
trades, and manufactures, in every thing that affects a uft- 
tion's wel&re, is concentred there with uie power of appljr* 
ing it to the public good. The discordant cry and the ta-i 
moltnous impulse are there harmonized into' peace and 
order, and commotuHi and rebellion are unknown where 
votes are competent to decide instead of swords. It waa 
this fruitful blessing which the United Irisfammi sought first 
of all to obtain for Uieir country. 

Down to the period of 1782, English acts of parliament 
were suffer^ to bind Ireland. Misgovemment and poverty, 
the neglect of agriculture, the prohibition of commerce, the 
abandonment of manufactures were, during that period, the 
portion of Ireland. But towards the end of the American 
war the volunteers emancipated their country from this 
bondage, and gave it the means of being independent. The 
example of America was before both parties with all its 
omens ; hence the demands of the volunteers were j»mden« 
tially conceded, and the glorious revolution of 1782 was ao« • 
complished without the loss of a drop of blood. The hiqipy 
consequence was the immediate liberation of the commerce 
of Ireland from English restrictions. Her ensuing pros- 
perity seemed miraculous — so prompt, so general, so enrich* 
ing ; and her aptitude to prosper by a free trade became 
known, at the same time, to her rival tod herself. 

But the volunteers could not be always in arms, and Irt- 
land had no representative assembly to foster her prosperity 
during peace. Hers was, alas ! a borough-parliament, com? 
posed solely of the dominant faction, representing but i| 
small portion of the inhabitants, and not feeling as the na* 
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^n^ taor as the majority. Everf one soon percttved that aU 

D^eauniTes of relief would be inMcure, n«f iUaK>T7,imIeH pre* 

^cded or aecompiVued by a zefonn in thiii parliament. The 

wMvLKxteexB saw it, and epd^avofued to nfonn ; bat they ex- 

tstoded the Cathdici firom parliament, and did not eee (im- 

luKppy offecte of the ignoranee of the time !) that thte alone 

•^rcvold defeat their [^n, that they could not erect an edifice of 

^^edom on a foundaticm of monopoly. Warned by theae 

nirorfl, the United IrishmMi altered the system of reform fiin* 

d&xnentally. *< They ext^ided their base, and established 

t.tbeir plan upon three simple principles, necessarily depend- 

^TiX on. each otjier, and containing the disease, the remedy^ 

amd the mode of its attainment.*** The excess of English 

xnMuence was the disease, a reform in parliament^ the 

jtemedy, and the inclusion of the Catholics the mode of its 

a;ttainment. 

Theobald Wolfe Tone had of all others the greatest part 
In ejecting this change of sentiment among the Frotest^ 
ants, to whose communion he belonged, fie wrote thtf 
orienal declaration for the first socie^ of United Irishmen 
ofBelfast, and his powerful writin^fs brought the Presbyte* 
TisoM of the north Tery generally mto the system. I was 
among the earliest of the Catholics who joined it in Dnblin, 
and there I first knew Emmet, and there I often heaid him 
m strains of pure and forceful eloquence expand, inculcate, 
and apply, for the benefit of his beloved country, the politi- 
cal principles of the United Irishmen. 

Wherever men had no means of legitimate redress, w« 
bave seen them .become their own avengers, the worst gov 
amment being always marked by the greatest conmiotions. 
If there be not an impartial administration of justice, the 
stiletto takes place of the jury, and for want of a govern- 
inent restricted and accountable in Ireland^ insurrection and 
cMl fsat w«fa the resource of an exasperated people^ 
Left wi^out the protecticm of a national parliament, Ireland 
was always tyrannically mled, the fhune of society dislo* 
cated apd biolcen, and her Aumerous insurrections were the 
throes of agonized nature* 

Bfit firom the momei^ the Protestant Refonners recognised 
the prindple that no reform wasptaetieable, efficacioQs, or 

^^A^^X«M, vol. t, p. 40 
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just ivhich should not equally include Irishmen of every ttSKSS^r 
giouii persuasion, the measure w^ feasible. It received tbe \ 
assent of the whole nation, save only the established churdi 1 
and the other dependants of the British govemmenL It« I 
principle recommended itself to the common sense of man.- j 
kind, and the authority of America proclaimed its benefits. < 
In a short time its way was so far prepared by public opinion 
that even its interested opponents anticipated its final suc- 
cess. They determine!^ therefore, upon the desperate e:x:- 
pedient of leaving no parliament in Ireland for reform to 
better. They hastened to buy from the borough-holders 
that which a truly Irish parliament would not sell — ^its own 
existence, and the nation's independence. They hoped to 
extinguish in the abolition of the parliament every chance and 
effort of peaceable and constitutional improvement. They 
conspired to transport it for life, mutilated and captive into 
the British House ; to imprison it beyond sea, in the abyss 
of English supremacy, where its languishing, nerveless re- 
mains, doomed to live in a perpetual minority, could never 
more bring to its ill-feted country the blessings of liberty, j 
good government, or commerce. I 

I By the measure of a legislative union, Ireland revert* 
again to the same wretched state as'xvhen bound by acts of 
the English parliament. On the misery of that state the ^ 

^ ablest men who ever advocated her cause, even other than 
United Irishmen, have exhausted eloquence and invective, 
and the brightest page in her history is the one which re- 
cords the extorted renunciation of that usurped power and 
her plenary ri'ght of self-government The pitiful repre- 
sentation of Ireland in a foreign land can but little avail 
her for her own benefit.' She is there in a minority of one 
to six. The six give the law to the one, and'with that one 
they have nothing in common. They have other constitu- 
ents who are a different people, who have clashing inter- 

« ests, who have national antipathies, and who may well feel 
conten^t for the substitutes of that parliament that traitor- 
ously sold its country. Suph are the legislators who noir v 
bind Ireland in iron fetters. j 

The consequences are the same as heretofore ; discontent 
and remonstrance, and a proclamation to all Europe, shoW' / 
ing how easy it would be to dismember the United King- | 
dom. No loyalty will reconcile rational beinf^ to preserve 
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evU wluch they can exdutnge for a good : so tliat tho^ 
"wrho make Ireland poor and enekiyed set before her, above 
jftll other men, the advantages of leparation. What caii 
ereate a desire for this reinedy bat Ul-treatment 1 and as 
long as this treatment lasts, how shall that desire diseon- 
tinue 1 They stand in the relation of canse and efieety and 
will for ever go on, or cease together. 

It was the opinion of Emmet that the legislative onion 
-was a measure more suited to £hcilitate the despotism of th* 
ministry than to strengthen the dominion of ilngland* 
Since the abuse of power has ever followed its excess, no 
less in nations than mdividuals, j^straint upon hmnan ac 
tsens is salutary for all paiti^and the impediment that 
shall stop the career of mintM^al tyranny will be found to 
-work best ibr the stability of then^nnexion. If this o^terate 
to the good of Ireland, she will observe it for its utility, an 
Irish parliament being then its best jNreservative. I^ on th« 
contrary, it be made, as at present, to sacrifice the many to 
the few, it will be viewed as a cuise by the Irish people, 
who have in all cases most power, and, in this, will ]mv« 
least reaeon to sustain it. 

At present we see those persons who deny a parliament 
to Ireland on which to rest her peace and happiness, self« 
poised and self-protected ; we see thetti sedulous to change 
the state of the question, and to misrepresent the repeal of 
the legislative union as a schism in the government. They 
would limit us entirely to Eneland for benefit*— whence 
then have come our wrongs 1 An Irish parliament, en the 
contrary, would be a bond of liberal connexion ; it would 
settle every question of domestic policy at hdme, prevent 
striliB and recrimination between both countries, secure to 
the affairs of Ireland a degree of attention which, however 
necessary, they do not and cannot obtain among the weigh^ 
concerns of a different people, in a foreign legislatuie. It 
would remove the old, opprobrious evil of legislation without . 
representation; fi>r wherever this is partial and fareieny-it 
is inadequate : as relates to Ireland, it is worthless mooMsry* 
Why was a borough-constitafincy vicious, but because ii 
sent men to make laws Ibr the people who did net represent 
the people, who were returned by a different body, and' in- 
- tent only upon serving themselves and their employe^. 

In the same way Uie parliament is vicious which make» 
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liwi to nile Ireland by men not chosen by Ireland,— who A 
not repieient her people, who do not know her wanta or 
wishes, and who must be often biased by an adverse in- 
terest. 

The attrxbates of genins are not rue among the Irish and 
American countrymen of Eminet, and time is constantly de- 
Teloping the resources of mind. The labours of intellect 
press onward for distinction, while names of high endow- 
Dent are forced back to make room for new reputations. 
They alone will be lonff remembered who have acted with 
an impulsive power on ue destinies of their country and 
kind. Among those who first taught how to overthrow the 
misrule of Ireland, who exposed its cause and prepared its 
cure, Emmet is distinguished. He had great mflnence on 
the adoption of those measures which are still at issue be- 
tween Ireland and her foes, and which, in part obtained, in 
part withheld, are determinative of her future lumpiness, as 
they shall finally fidl or be signally successful. He espoiued 
the unqualified emancipation of the Catholics, when that 
measure had few supporters out of their own body. He 
brought to that cause virtue and talents, and he and a few 
more influential members of the Protestant church redeemed 
the error of their predecessors. It is due to their memory 
to record that their vigorous interference broke the religious 
bonds which the Protestants of a former period had bound. 
They were acoesuble among the first in Ireland to the Uber- 
ftlity of the age. I Emmet, with the aid of his standing at 
the bar, and of pis commanding eloquence, exerted upon 
every befitting olcasion, strenuously advanced those prinei- 
^es and policy for which we now do honour to his name. 
The adversaries of Mand's freedom laboured to calumniate 
her best friends, and to hold up the United Irishmen espe- 
cially as wanton rebels, a» \i indeed there had been any 
lawral authority in the vray. We hold them up in their 
deeds as benefactors to their country, as opposed to religious 
persecution, and the tyrannical rule of a foreiffn govern- 
ment Let their solemn oath, for which they sunerra exilo 
and death and the martyrdom of calumny upon their fame» 
decide between them and their enemies. It stands em- 
blazoned before the world upon that pillar, firom which the 
hand of rancorous power cannot erase its purport, where 
Bulice cannot belie its truth, where the sons of Erin may 



APPRNJITX. 86ft 

'i6tA tlw principle! and polkj that point their way t« 
ftieedom* 

By this monument the countrymen of £mmet« •3rmp*- 
4l>izing in his personal and family misfortunes incurred for 
ithe liberty of Ireland, and being justly proud of his char- 
acter and genius, determined to give- them a more lasting 
-tribute than sighs and tears could be expected to afford. 
"Fortunately for his feme, the delineation of his character 
"vras given by members of his own enlightened profession, 
-with whom he lived in daily intercourse for twenty-seven 
years. They were too liberal to lessen, too discriminating 
to ezaffgerate his qualifications ; their testimony is impar- 
tial as It is favourable, and I adopt it as the surest mode of 
lulfillinff, according to my desire, the pious offices of patriot- 
iam and friendship. 

It was justly observed by an eminent member of our bar, 
** that as but a small portion, comparatively, of Emmet's 
life belonged to history, and as he left no writings by which 
the evidence of his extraordinary genius and attammenta 
would be transmitted to future times, it was the more ne- 
cessary for his reputation, for the honour of his admirers, 
for truth and justice, that the inscription on his monument 
should be ample in the delineation of his character, of the 
qualities of his mind, the extent of his learning, and the 
powers of his eloquence ; and should thus assign to him, 
distinctly and fearlessly, the rank to whic^ his compeers and 
judges thought him entitled. Without such details there 
would be no witness of the estimation in which his para^ 
mount talents were held by his contemporaries. Without 
them there would be neither * honoris signum' nOr * incita- 
mentum glorie.' "It was my fortune," continues Mr. 
Duer, *'to know him from his first arrival in this city, and 
to hear him, I think, in a majority of the important cases 
in which his talents were most successfully exerted. I know 
too that my opinion is unbiased, since, from peculiar 
causes, there were no relations between us beyond those 
of mere civility. Thomas Addis Emmet, in head and in 
heart, and in no vulg^ar sense of the term, was a great man ; 
and as an orator, with the single exception of %urke, un- 
surpassed by any that his country has produced. Superior 
in judgment, in taste, in the extent and variety of his learn- 
ing, in argumentative power, in persuasive skill, in ehastised 
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InrouT, in triM pathoi, tbe abiEdet of Emmet were new 
displayed on their proper theatrei His lar^ and philosoj^ 
▼iews of society, government, and law ; his ample stores of 
knowledffe ; his unrivalled promptitude and invariable sdf- 
command ; his elocution, flowing, copious, rapid, nnlimiled 
in the range, most fortunate in Uie choice of hie language ; 
bis brilliant imagination and ardent feelings, when most ex- 
cited, disciplined to obey the suggestions of his reason ; his 
powers of sarcasm and irony, rarely exerted, but when put 
tbrth, resbtless ; and above all, that imperiaiorial tone (if 
the phrase be allowed) which his superior genius enabled 
him, without affectation, to assume, in a deliberative and 
popular assembly, would have combined to invest him with 
controlling sway." 

« T^e amenity of his manners,?' as was said by another 
member of the bar, Mr. Charles Patterscm, *< the urbanity 
of his deportment, the excellence of his heart, and his kind- 
ness to the youn|[er members of the profession, all rendered 
kim a model for mutation, and are for ever engraven on the 
hearts of those with whom he was associated. Of that bar 
he might weil be called the father, * £t Decus £t Tutamen.* 
He devoted his whc^e soul to his profession, midnight 
▼igils too often followed the severe labours of the forum— 
am no client ever complained that the merits of his case 
had not been perceived and sustained. His knowledge was 
profound— his researches to his last moments unremitting. 
He possessed a mind of extraordinary comprehension, and 
the strongest and most extensive powers of analysis— he 
enjoyed the secret of identifying himself with his case, and 
adding a sort of personal interest to his professional obliga- 
tion. Endowed with a brilliant imagination, fortified vrith 
accurate and discriminating views of English history, en« 
yiched with all the fruits of various knowledge, and blessed 
with a noble enthusiasm, he appeared before the bar the 
YWy model of a learned, accomplished, and ekxiiient lawyer** 



IK MmoKT or 
TfllOILiS ABDIS EMMBTf 

Who 

' Exemplified in \a» condocta 

And adorned by hie 

Integrity, 

The policy and pnaplples 

Of the United Irishmen^- 

** To forward a brothorhood 

Of affection, 

A QOOUBYUuty of rightii 

An identity of intereeta^ 

And a union of power 

Among Iriihinen 

Of erery religiooa peraqasion, 

Ai Uie only meana of Ireland'* 

Chief goody 

An impartial and adequate 

Kepreaentation 

In in Iruh Parliament**' 

Forthia, 

(Mvaterioue fate of yiitve !) 

Exiled from his native land. 

In America, the land of freedom. 
He found a seeond country, 

Which paid his love 
By reTerencing his gei^na. 

Learned in our laws 

And in the laws of Eun^pti 

In the Uteratnie of our times 

And in that of antiquity, 

AttknowMffe 

Seemed aiiloeet to bi« use. 

An orator of the first order, 

Cte^, e^oua, lenid, 

Alike pow«rfol 

To lundle the imaginatloilf 

Touc^ the affeetMxis, 

And eway the leaiMm end the will* 

Hh3 
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Simple in his tastes. 

Unassuming in his mannen, 

Frank, eeneroue, kind-hearted. 

And honourable. 

His private life was beautifi)]. 

As his public course was 

Brilliant 

Anxious to perpetuate 

The mane and example of such a man^' 

Alike illustrious by his 

Genius, his virtues, and his fate ; 

Consecrated to their affections 

Bj his sacrifices, his perils, 

And the deeper calamities 

Of his kindred. 

In a just and holy cause ; 

. His sympathizing countrymen 

greeted this monument and 

Cenotaph. 

Bom at Cork, 24th April, 1764| 

He died in this city, 

}4th November, 1827r 



TKOMM ADUIS EMMET, 

Qui 

Ingenio fflustri, stadiis altioribos, 

Moribus integilsi 

Dignum 

Se nnstabat laadibus ilUn^ 

JDIa xeverentia, illo 

Amore 

Qa» semper earn viventem 

Prosequebantur ; 
£t subita ibo erepto, moite^ 
ITniverss in luctum civitatif 
Am egbderoii* 
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Quom mo eztiterit vir 

Natuieve dotibas, doctrinsve labsidiis 

Omnibus illo instructior ; 

Tom eloquentia, alt& ill& et veift 

Qaalem olim mirabantur Roma 

Athensqoe, 

Pnecipue alios anteibat : 

Chttvis, varms, vehemens, fervidixs, 

Omnes animi motus sic regere norlt, 

Uti eos qui audirent, quo vellet 

Et invitOs impelleret. 

Hibenift natus, 

Dilectam sibi patiiam din snbjectam 

Alieno, servis tantom ferendo, jugo. 

Ad libertatem, ad sua jura Tocaie 

Magno est ansus animo ; 

At prsclara et oonsilia et vota 

Fefellere fata. 

' Turn infelicis littora Iem» 

Reliquity 

Spe, non animo, dejectus 

Nobilis ezsul ; 

Et hsc Americana libens Respoblica 

nium excepit, dvemque, siM 

Gratulans adscivit ; 
DeSn hsc civitas illi domus, 

Hsjp patria fuit, 

HfBC gbriam illi auzit, hsc 

Spiritus ultimofl 

Recepit. 

Marentium civium volunta* 
Hoc exegit monumentom* 



Do nuai^ se aidmath 
Cum txT a breit 
I>o tug 86 clue es fuxr se mollad 
Atter abasf. 
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Copy (j/* ft I*etUrfrom G mtir n gr CUnUm, 

AlhnUf fW Novvmber, 1827. 

I have been hanonued with a letter from jou, as Chaiii- 
man of a Committee of the Bar of New-Yoric, lequestmg 
me to pronounce a eulogiom on the ^eefased Mr. Emmet, 
and leaving the time to my conTenianev* With the latitude 
allowed me aa to time, I diaU oertainly conaider it due to 
the friendship (aa ardent aa aincere) which I always enter- 
tained for that illusirioQs mani and the high respect which 
I have cheriflhed for his virtaea and talents, to comply with 
a request which I consider an honour* I rsfret that my 
official duties and ananflements wtU not jpennit me to per- 
form this saored duty of Kriendship iwtil May next. 
I am, dear siri vaiy reapecllully, your friend, 

raWITT CLINTON 

Wm. Samfson, Esq., Chairman, &c. 



Cofy of a Mtvrfrom Judgt Story, 

Wssliinftoni B^maiy S7, 18S9. 
Dbab Sib, 

I had the pleasure of receiving your l^tter yesterday. 
I should lonff skice have compUra with your request in 
regard to Mr. Emmet, if I could hav^ found suitable 
leisure to sit down, and make even a sketch of him, 
such as I thought him to be fai character and attainments. 
Hitherto I have souj^ht such leisure in vain. 

It was in the wmter of 1816, that I first became ac- 
quainted with Mr. Emmet. He was tiMn for the first time, 
in attendance ufon Ifae SopreiM Court at Washington, 
being engaged in some important prize causes then pending 
in the court. Although at that period he could have been 
little, if any, turned of fifty years of age, the deep lines of 
care were marked upon his face, the sad remembrances, as I 
should conjecture, of past sufferings, and of those anxieties 
which wear themselves intp the heart, and corrode life at its 
vitals. There was an air pf subdued ^oughtfulness about 
him that read to me the lessons of other interests than 
those which belonged to mere professional life. He was 
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c fa — rfti[> but melj, if erer, gay ; frank md eomteoiifl, bat 
b« soon relapsed into gravity when not excited by the oon- 
versation of others. 

Such, I remember, were my early fmpremionB ; and his 
higb professional character, as well as some passages in his 
life, gave me a strong interest in all that concerned him at 
that time« There were, too, some accidental circomstances 
vrhioh were connected with his argomente on that occasion, 
vrhich left a vivid recollection up<m all who had the pleasure 
ot hearing him. It was at this time, that Mr. Pinckney, of 
Haltimore, one of the proudest names in the annals of the 
American bar, was in the meridian of his glory. He had 
been often tried in the combats of the forum of the nation, 
and if he did not stand wholly alone the undisputed victor 
of the field, (and it mi|[ht be deemed invidious for me to 
point out any one as prwuu tn^sr par€M\ he was, neverth^ 
less, admitted by the general voice not to be surpassed by 
any of the noble minds with whom ho was accustomed to 
^srrestle in forensic contests. Mr. £mmet was a new and 
tintried opponent, and brought with him the ample honours 
won at one of the most distinguished bars in the Union. 
In the only causes in which Mr. Emmet was engaged, Mr. 
Pinckney was retained on the other side ; and each of these 
causes was full of important matter, bearing upon the pub- 
lic policy and prise law of the country. Curiosity was 
awakened ; their mutual friends waited for the strugsle with 
impatient eagerness ; and a generous rivalry, roused by the 
{Miblic expectations, imparted itself to their own bosoms. A 
urge said truly intelligent audience was present at the argu- 
ment of the first cause. It was not one which gave much 
aoope to Mr. Emmett's peculiar powers. The topic was 
one with which he was not very familiar. He was new to 
the scene, and somewhat embarrassed by its novelty. His 
argument was clear and forcible, but he was conscious that 
it was i)ot one of his happiest efforts. On the other handy 
))is rival was perfectly familiar with the whole range of prize 
law ; he was at home, both in the topic and the scene. He 
«ron an easy vietoiy, and pressed his advantages with vast 
dexterity, and, as Mr. Emmet thought, with somewhat of 
the d^lay of trium|»h. The case of the Nereide, so weQ 
known in our imzehistoiy, was soon afterwaid called on for 
trial. In ika» second effort Mr. Emmet was fiir more sue* 
eearfiiL Bis speech waa greatly admired for its foioiB and 




870 APPENDIX* 

larvour, its Turiety of research, and its toacliinff eloqaenoB^ 
It placed him at once, by universal consent, in the first rank 
of American advocates. I do not mean to intimate that it 
placed him before Mr. Pinckney, who was again Ms noble 
rival for victory. But it settled, henceforth and for ever, 
his claims to very high distinction in the profession. In 
the course of the exoidium of tins speech he took occasion 
to mention the embarrassment of his own situation, the 
novelty of the forum, and the public expectations which ac- 
oompanied the cause. He spoke with generous praise of the 
talents and acquirements of his opponent, whom fieune and 
foitnne had followed both' in Europe and America. And 
then, in the most delicate and affecting manner, he alluded 
to the events of his own life, in which misfortone and sot- 
low had left many deep traces of their ravages. '* My am- 
biti<m,** said he, '* was extinguished in my youth ; and I am 
admonished by the premature advances of aee not now to 
attempt the dangerous paths of fame.*' At the moment 
when he spoke, the recollections of his sufferings melted the 
hearts of the audience, and many of them were dissolved 
in tears. Let me add, that the argument of Mr. Pinckney, 
also, was a most splendid effort, and fully sustained lus 
reputation. 

Trom that period I was accustomed to hear Mr. Emmet 
at the bar of the Supreme Court in almost every variety of 
causes ; and my respect for his talents constantly increased 
until the close of his life. I take pleasure in adding, that 
his affability, his modest and unassuming manner, his warm 
feelings, and his private virtues gave a charm to his charac- 
ter wmch made it at once my study and delight. 

It would ill become me to atten^t a sketch of the charac- 
ter of Mr. Emmet. That is the privilege, and will be (as 
it ouffht) the melancholy pleasure of those who were fiimiljsr 
with him in eveiy walk of lifis, to whom he unbosomed him- 
self in the freedom of intimacy, and who have caosht the 
light plays of his ftney, as well as the more profound woik- 
ins[8 of his loul. 

^That he had great qualities as an orator cannot be doubted 
by any one who has heard him. His mind possessed a good 
deal of the fervour which characterizes his countrvmen. It 
was quick, vigorous, searching, and buoyant. He kindled 
as he spoke. There was a spontaneous combustion, as it 
were, not qparkling, but clear and glowing. His riietorip 
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never florid ; and his diction, though select and pare» 
seemed the common dress of his thoughts as they arose, 
rather than anj studied effort at ornament. Without heing 
deficient in imagination, he seldom drew upon it for re- 
sources to aid the effect of his arguments, or to illustrate his 
flioughts. His ohject seemed to be, not to excite wonder or 
surprise, to captivate by bright pictures and varied images, 
and graceful groups, and startling apparitions ; but by earn- 
est and close reasoning to convince the judgment; or to 
overwhelm the heart by awakening its most profound emo- 
tions. His own feelings were warm and easily touched. 
Bis sensibility was keen, and refined itself almost into a 
melting tenderness. His knowledge of the human heart 
"was various and exact. He was easily captivated by the 
belief that his own cause was just. Hence his eloquence 
^ras most striking for its persuasiveness. He said what he 
felt ; and he felt what he said. His command over the 
passions of others was an instantaneous and sympathetic 
action. The tones of his voice when he touched on topics 
calling for deep feelings were themselves instinct with 
meaning. They were utterances of the soul as well as of 
the lips. 



Salem, Aogust 9S, 1889. 
Dkar Sib, 
The foregoing letter was written many months ago, and 
principally when I was at Washington. My intention 
was to give a sketch of Mr. Emmet ; but I soon found 
that I could not command leisure for the purpose at that 
period ; and the judicial duties of my circuit and other 
avocations since, have until this moment prevented me from 
resuming the thread of my remarks. I now despair of being 
able to finish what I had begun, as my whole time during 
the ensuing autumn will be occupied by my new law pro- 
fessorship. I send you the sketch, such as it is, not in the 
expectation that it can be of the slightest use to you, but to 
show you that I had not been unmindful of yoursuggestioUf 
and should have received pleasure from the task. 
Believe me, with the hiffhest respect and esteem, 

Your much obliged friend and servant, 

JOSEPH STORY. 
William Sampsok, Esq. 
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